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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA

At Melbourne, and within the Werner Brodbeck Hall, Assembly Hall, 156 Collins Street,
Melbourne, on Tuesday 3 May 2016 at 10:30am.

1. Constitution

The Commission of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met by
appointment of the previous General Assembly (BB 2015 min. 129).

In the absence of the Moderator, Rev Mark Smith, past moderator Rev David Brown
constituted the Commission of Assembly with the reading of Titus 2:11-3:8 and prayer
and the singing of a hymn.

2. Roll

The Clerk intimated that the Roll of the Commission of Assembly consisted of those
members whose names are on the Roll of the General Assembly, October 2015, and
who remain qualified to be members of the Assembly.

3. Apologies
The Deputy Clerk intimated that the following apologies for non-attendance had been
received:
Ministers: Keith Allen, Dave Assender, Keith Bell, Tony Bird, Robert Boan, Aaron Boyd,
Graham Bradbeer, John Brennan, Robert Carner, Dallas Clarnette, Trevor Cox, Chris
Duke, Robert Duncanson, Kyung Ee, Don Elliott, Wally Gear, Marvin Hagans, Neil
Harvey, John Hyunh, Grant Lawry, lan Leach, Ken Martin, Kevin Maxwell, Graham
Nicholson, Kainano Opetaia, David Palmer, Len Pearce, James Playfoot, Paul
Ridgewell, Mark Smith, Gary Stephens, John Sutherland, Matthew Tegart, Mark Tonkin,
Gerald Vanderwert, Andrew Vines, Graeme Weber, Gary Wentworth, Michael Wharton,
Michael Wishart, Wally Zurrer.
Elders: Peter Anderson, Geoff Cross, Edward de Zilwa, Julian Dunn, James Finster,
Karl Hood, Alan Horsburgh, John Largerwey, Rex McCarron, George McConaghie,
Bruce Miller, Peter Winstanley.
The Clerk moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:

Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

4. Privilege

The Clerk raised a question of privilege.

The Acting Moderator ruled that there was a breach of privilege.

The Clerk read a statement about a complaint in regards to Rev Mark Smith, and
advised the Commission of Assembly that, given that Rev Mark Smith had stood aside
from all ministerial responsibilities pending inquiry of this matter by the Presbytery, the
Rev David Brown would preside under rule 5:8 of the PCV Code.

Rev David Brown led in prayer.

5. Business Committee

The report of the Business Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev Dean Carroll, moved the deliverance:

The motion was seconded:



It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause:
Clauses 1-6 were approved.
The Clerk moved an additional clause 7:
That the Commission of Assembly:

7. a. Declare the petition of the Presbytery of Geelong re: St Georges to satisfy

rule 5:39(c); and
b. place the petition on the agenda.

The motion was seconded and approved on a show of hands.
Dissent:

Rev Philip Mercer

Rev Peter Phillips
Clause 8 was approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Determine the hours of meeting be 10:30am to the finish of business, with:
lunch 12:30pm to 1:30pm; refreshments 3:40pm to 4:00pm; dinner 5:30pm to
6:30pm; as necessary.

2. Determine the time for speakers to be as follows:

20 minutes in total for:
Conveners and seconders moving deliverances as a whole
Petitioners—stating the petition
Appellants—stating the appeal
Respondents to appeals
Question time
15 minutes in total for:
Overturists—stating the overture
5 minutes for:
Appellants in reply
Movers of substantive motions and amendments
All other speakers
3. Appoint a Ballot Committee for the Commission of Assembly consisting of:
Ministers: Philip Daffy (Convener), Stuart Withers, Matthew James.
Elders: Bert Stasse, Doug Fraser.

4. Permit committee conveners and chairpersons who are not members of the
Assembly to address the Commission of Assembly when their respective
committee’s report and deliverance is before the Commission of Assembly.

5. Permit the General Manager to be present in the Commission of Assembly,
including when meeting in private, during any question time that relates to his
areas of management so that he may answer questions as required.

6. Permit the Law Agent to remain in the Commission of Assembly during all
sittings, including when meeting in private, so that he may give legal advice as
required.

7. a. Declare the petition of the Presbytery of Geelong re: St George’s to satisfy

rule 5:39(c); and
b. place the petition on the agenda.

8. Approve the agenda as printed.

The motion was seconded and approved.

6. Election of Moderator-Designate
The Clerk’s report was laid on the table and received.



The Clerk moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Receive the nominations of Rev Kyung Rae Ee (minister, Shepparton) and Rev
Robert Weymouth White (retired minister) for the position of Moderator-
Designate 2016.

2. Proceed to elect the Moderator-Designate by preferential ballot as per
regulations.

The motion was seconded and approved. (min. 9)

7. Theological Education Committee
The report of the Theological Education Committee was laid on the table and received.

8. Overture 1 — from Presbytery of Maroondah re: Assessment of candidates
The overture was laid on the table and received.
The overture was stated by Rev Matt James.
Questions were asked of the overturist.
(1) Rev Matt James moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
Sustain the overture.
The motion was seconded and disapproved.
(2) The Clerk moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
Dismiss the overture.
The motion was seconded and approved.

9. Election of Moderator Designate — Result of the Ballot (min. 6)

The Acting Moderator announced that, as the result of the ballot, the Moderator-
Designate of the 2016 General Assembly is Rev Robert White.

The Acting Moderator led the Commission of Assembly in prayer.

10.  Exit Students Committee
The report of the Exit Students Committee was laid on the table and received.

11. Board of Investment and Finance

The report of the Board of Investment and Finance was laid on the table and received.

In the absence of the Chairman (Elder lain Bramley) Rev Andrew Bray moved the

deliverance.

The motion was seconded.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1-6 were approved.

Clause 7 was approved.

Clause 8 was moved and seconded.

Elder Andrew May moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Amend clause 8 by the addition of the words ‘and allow the METRO committee to
accept the BIF's suggestion to present a modified budget to GAV in October 2016,
so that the clause would read:
8. Approve the METRO Budget for 2016/17 as revised by the BIF and allow the

METRO Committee to present a modified budget to the GAV in October 2016.
The amendment was approved.
Clause 8 as amended was approved.



Rev Cameron Garrett moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
Insert an additional clause after clause 8 as follows:

9. Approve the Church Planting Committee budget for 2016/17 as presented, with
the addition of a new line under expenses named ‘Media and Promotion’ with a

value of ‘$7,500’,
and renumber subsequent clauses.
The amendment was seconded and disapproved.
Clause 9 was approved.
Clauses 10-12 were approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Approve the General Mission Program for the financial year 2016/17 as follows:

2016/17
$
ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES:
Australian Presbyterian World Mission (Vic.) 15,000
State News 1,500
Theological Education — Bursary Fund 95,963
SUB-TOTAL: ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES | 112,463
INTERDENOMINATIONAL ENTERPRISES:
Australian Christian Lobby 11,900
ACCESS Ministries 26,500
Council for Chaplains in Tertiary Institutions 550
Victorian Council of Churches: Displan 650
SUB-TOTAL: INTERDENOMINATIONAL 39,600
OTHER GRANTS:
Presbyterian Inland Mission 6,500
SUB-TOTAL: OTHER GRANTS 6,500
GRAND TOTAL 158,563

2. Resolve that the formula for the allocation of the General Mission Program to
Presbyteries as approved at the Commission of Assembly in May 2012 should

continue for the year 2016/17.

3. Approve the allocation of the total General Mission Program for the financial

year 2016/17 as follows:

PRESBYTERY Percentage of | 2016/17
total $

Ballarat 3.69% 5,852
Benalla 5.24% 8,304
Flinders 12.17% 19,290
Geelong 3.53% 5,591
Gippsland 4.23% 6,702
Kilnoorat 6.17% 9,776
Maroondah 8.57% 13,595
Melbourne East 19.81% 31,414
Melbourne North 16.91% 26,810
Melbourne West 16.84% 26,701
North Western Victoria 2.86% 4,528

TOTAL 100.00% 158,563
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10.
11.

12.

Request presbyteries to allocate the General Mission Program to their several

parishes, and instruct them to advise parishes in writing of their respective

allocated amounts, and further, to advise the Church Office of such allocations.

Request presbyteries to ask parishes to pay their GMP allocations in full early in

the financial years 2016/17, or where this is not possible, to pay the amounts by

monthly or quarterly instalments.

Give thanks to God for his continued material blessings on our denomination.

Request the METRO Committee to discuss the financial implications of the

current policy settings with the BIF and work with the BIF to produce a

sustainable budget.

Approve the METRO Budgets for 2016/17 as revised by the BIF and allow the

METRO Committee to present a modified budget to the GAV in October 2016.

Approve all other committee budgets for 2016/17 as presented in the report.

Encourage the PCV to regularly pray for our sister church in WA.

Approve grants from the GAA funds in each of the next two years of $25,000 to

the Presbyterian Church of South Australia towards the cost of appointing an

intentional interim minister within the Presbytery of Torrens.

Approve grants from the GAA funds to the Presbyterian Church in Western

Australia as follows:

a. $80,000 in July 2016 to reduce the mortgage on the manse at Joondalup;

b. $30,000 in July 2016 to reduce the mortgage on the manse at South Lake;

c. $10,000 in each of the next three years towards church planting;

d. $3,500 in each of the next three years to the PTC to provide funding towards
an annual ministry conference in Western Australia;

e. $75,000, $65,000 and $55,000 respectively over the next three years to fund
an assistant worker.

The motion was seconded and approved.

12.

Ministry Development Committee

The report of the Ministry Development Committee was laid on the table and received.

13.

Maintenance of the Ministry Committee

The report of the Maintenance of the Ministry Committee was laid on the table and
received.

The Convener, Elder Dennis Wright, moved the deliverance.

That the Commission of Assembly:

1.

Remind presbyteries to actively follow-up the submission of annual parish

reports by each parish within its bounds, by the due date, so that the committee

can do the work the Assembly expects.

Remind presbyteries to seriously take note of the need to review and process

all grant and subsidy applications prior to forwarding the same to this

committee. Also, strongly urge presbyteries to give more consideration to

minister’s long service leave entitlements and the proper taking of that leave; to

keep the record of ministers’ LSL up to date; and inform this committee as early

as is practicable of any applications by ministers to take LSL.

Declare that as from 1 July 2016:

a. The minimum remuneration will be $52,824.00.

b. The minimum stipend component of minimum remuneration will be
$34,572.00.

c. The maximum non cash benefit component of minimum remuneration will be
$18,252.00.
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14.

d.

e.

The sustentation qualifying stipend will be $23,964.00 per annum; therefore
the maximum sustentation grant available to a parish will be $10,608.00.
The additional amount for travel over 6,000 kilometres of the distance
agreed between the minister and his parish as his annual distance of travel
on church related matters remain at 49 cents per kilometre.

The rate of parish contribution to the PCV Superannuation Fund is
maintained at 15% of actual remuneration ($7,920.00) for the vyear
commencing 1 July 2016.

. Supply preaching fees for the year commencing 1 July 2016 increase by

2.0%, so that they become:

$136 for one service;

$157 for two services;

$187 for three services, using the same sermon on the same day;

$247 for two services or more, with separate sermons; and
That the travel reimbursement for supply preachers remains at 49 cents per
kilometre.

Set the long service leave levy for the financial year 2016-17 at $350 per parish
per minister, to be paid by:

a.

b.

every parish, whether there is a settled minister, a home missionary or a
vacancy; and

any General Assembly committee that is responsible for the employment of
any church worker who is entitled to receive long service leave under the
Maintenance of the Ministry Committee regulations.

Remind parishes to adhere to the guidelines set down by the Australian
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) and in particular, that they
ensure they have completed and lodged the required Annual Information
Statement (AlIS) to the ACNC, in order to maintain charitable tax benefits which
include the tax exemption status of the minister’'s non cash benefits.

The motion was seconded and approved.

Communication 1 — from Rev Bruce Meller, Clerk of the GAA, re: election of

commissioners to 2016 GAA
Communication 1 was laid on the table and received.

15.

Selection Committee — Election of Commissioners to the 2016 GAA

The report of the Selection Committee was laid on the table and received.

The Convener, Rev Cameron Garrett, moved the deliverance as a whole:

That the Commission of Assembly:

Elect the following as commissioners to the 2016 General Assembly of
Australia:

1.

2.

a.

b.

C.

Ministers [4]: Moderator, Moderator Designate, Deputy Clerk, Business
Convener;

Ministerial Alternates [4]: Rev D Palmer, Rev Dr R Carner, Rev D Brown,
Rev A Bray;

Elders [4]: Mr D Wright, Mr R Butcher, Mr E Papajscik, Mr B Nelson.

Direct the PCV Clerk to notify the GAA Clerk, in writing, by 30 June 2016, of the
Assembly's resolution above.
The motion was seconded and approved.
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16. Code and General Administration Committee
The report of the Code and General Administration Committee was laid on the table and
received.

17.  Overture 2 — from the Presbytery of Melbourne North re: PCV honorific titles
The overture was laid on the table and received.
The overture was stated by Rev John Wilson.
Questions were asked of the overturist.
(1) Rev John Wilson moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the overture.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(2) Rev John Wilson moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
Declare that it is not obligatory for moderators of the General Assembly to accept the
honorific title, Right Reverend.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(3) Rev Allan Harman moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
Discontinue the use of the honorific tile, ‘Right Reverend’ for the Moderator.
The motion was seconded and approved.

18. Petition 1 - Presbytery of Geelong, re: dissolution of St George’s

congregation and sale of the St George’s property

The petitioners were brought to the bar.

The petition was taken as read and received.

The petitioners stated the petition.

Questions were asked.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Agree with the mind of the Presbytery of Geelong to dissolve the St George's
(Geelong) Presbyterian congregation (in accord with rule 4:90).

The motion was seconded and approved.

(3) The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Declare that this decision shall have immediate effect (in accord with rule 6:15).

The motion was seconded and approved.

(4) The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Give permission to the Presbytery of Geelong (in accord with BIF regulation 9(a) and
rule 4:105) for the sale of the property at St George’s Geelong, namely: the site
contained in Certificate of Title Volume: 3299, Folio: 659786, the land on which
stands church, hall, manse and car park, being two acres bounded in part by Little
Malop Street, Latrobe Terrace and Ryrie Street, Geelong.

The motion was seconded and approved.
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(5) The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
In the matter of proceeds of sale, draw the attention of the presbytery to BIF
regulation 10(c) and (d).

The motion was seconded and approved.

(6) Rev Peter Owen moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Allocate the proceeds of the sale to be held in trust for the purpose of church
development within the Presbytery of Geelong.

The Acting Moderator was asked to rule on the competency of the motion.

The Acting Moderator ruled that the motion was incompetent.

(7) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Authorise the Presbytery of Geelong to bring proposals for the use of the proceeds of
the sale for approval to a future Assembly.

Rev Barry Oakes raised a point of privilege.

The Acting Moderator ruled that there was a breach of privilege and asked the mover to

confine his remarks to the motion.

The Acting Moderator was asked to rule on the competency of the motion.

On the advice of the Law Agent the Acting Moderator ruled that the motion was

competent.

The motion was seconded.

Rev Barry Oakes raised a point of privilege.

The Acting Moderator ruled that there was no breach of privilege.

Rev Barry Oakes moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Depart from the Acting Moderator’s ruling.

The motion was seconded and disapproved.

The motion was put and disapproved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Acting Moderator advised the petitioners of the Commission of Assembly’s decision
as follows:
That the Commission of Assembly had resolved to:
1. Grant the prayer of the petition.
2. Agree with the mind of the Presbytery of Geelong to dissolve the St George’s
(Geelong) Presbyterian congregation (in accord with rule 4:90).
3. Declare that this decision shall have immediate effect (in accord with rule 6:15).
4. Give permission to the Presbytery of Geelong (in accord with BIF regulation 9(a)
and rule 4:105) for the sale of the property at St George’s Geelong, namely: the
site contained in Certificate of Title Volume: 3299, Folio: 659786, the land on
which stands church, hall, manse and car park, being two acres bounded in part
by Little Malop Street, Latrobe Terrace and Ryrie Street, Geelong.
5. In the matter of proceeds of sale, draw the attention of the presbytery to BIF
regulation 10(c) and (d).
The Acting Moderator removed the petitioners from the bar.

14



19. Commission to confirm minutes

The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Appoint the Acting Moderator and the clerks of Assembly a special commission to
scrutinise the minutes of this commission with the power to make any necessary
corrections and to confirm them, and that a copy thereof be sent to members of the
Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

20. Ballot Committee discharged
The Clerk moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
Thank and discharge the Ballot Committee.
The motion was seconded and approved.

21. Dissolution

The business of the Commission of Assembly now being concluded, the Acting
Moderator closed the meeting with prayer and the benediction and the singing of a
hymn.

CLERKS
J P Wilson
P W Phillips

Certificate

| certify that the minutes of this Commission, having been carefully scrutinised, are
hereby confirmed in terms of minute 19 thereof.

Rev David Alfred Robert Brown
Acting Moderator
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REPORTS

BUSINESS COMMITTEE (Min. 5)

The Business Committee has met to receive and review all papers proposed to be
submitted to the Commission of Assembly and is satisfied that they are duly attested,
drawn up in proper form, and competent.

Overtures 1 and 2 (previously numbered 4 and 2) are those carried over from the
2015 General Assembly (see Min. 113). As Overture 1 relates to candidates it is
presented following the TEC report.

Order of business
The Committee will present a proposed agenda at the start of the Commission. As a
guide, the Committee will seek to arrange business according to the following order.

CoNokrwNhE

17.

18.
19.
20.

Devotion and Constitution

Roll

Apologies

Associations, NOM Al

Business Committee, p5 (del p6)

Election of Moderator-Designate, p7 (del p7)

Theological Education Committee, p8

Overture 1: Presbytery of Maroondah—Candidates, p10, NOM A2
Exit Students Committee, p11

Board of Investment and Finance, p13 (del p22)

Ministry Development Committee, p73

Maintenance of the Ministry Committee, p74 (del p76)
Communication 1: Commissioners to 2016 GAA, p77

Selection Committee, p78 (del p79)

Code and General Administration Committee, p80

Overture 2: Presbytery of Melbourne North—PCV and honorific titles, p82
NOM A3

Petition 1: Presbytery of Geelong—St George’s Dissolution and Sale of
Property (separate mailing)

Commission to confirm minutes, NOM A4

Ballot Committee discharged, NOM A5

Dissolution

Dean Carroll
CONVENER
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BOARD OF INVESTMENT AND FINANCE (Min. 11)

General Mission Program

In October 2015 the Assembly dissolved the General Mission Program Committee
and requested the Board of Investment and Finance (BIF) to take over the functions
of that committee (Min 112.9).

The BIF has formulated the General Mission Program (GMP) for 2016/17 with
reference to the rescinded GMP regulations 3(a) and (b). Just two committees
submitted budgets requesting an application for GMP in accordance with those
regulations — APWM and State News.

The regulations also provided for GMP to be allocated ‘to any other organisations
within or outside the Presbyterian Church of Victoria which the General Assembly
has approved for financial support'.

The BIF notes the decision of the Commission of Assembly in May 2015 directing
GMP be allocated to the TEC Bursary fund according to a pre-determined formula
(Min 11.2) and has made provision for such allocation.

The BIF has found it more difficult to find specific Assembly resolutions authorising
the allocations to Interdenominational Enterprises and Presbyterian Inland Mission
which have been funded in recent years. The proposed allocation for 2016/17
continues to support those same organisations although the BIF has made no
assessment of whether it remains appropriate to do so and to what extent. The BIF
considers it timely that a review of the organisations be conducted and intends to do
so and report to the Assembly on this in October. The BIF recommends that any
approval of funding which the Assembly may grant in the future includes an annual
review and/or a sunset clause. In this way the Assembly can be more confident that
GMP funding is appropriate and relevant to the ongoing vision and direction of the
church.

The resulting net total of the GMP for 2016/17 is $158,563.

At the May 2015 Commission of the General Assembly, the amount of $177,350 was
approved as the total of the GMP allocated to Presbyteries for the financial year
2015/16. To the end of February 2016 approximately 93% of the total has been
received compared to 89% to February 2015 against a total GMP of $162,844 for
2014/15.

The proposed distribution for 2016/17 is shown below with the 2015/16 amounts
shown for comparison:
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2015/16 2016/17
$ $
ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES:
Australian Presbyterian World Mission (Vic.) 30,000 15,000
State News 1,500 1,500
Theological Education — for Bursary Fund 101,000 95,963
SUB-TOTAL: ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES 132,500 | 112,463
INTERDENOMINATIONAL ENTERPRISES:
Australian Christian Lobby 11,600 11,900
ACCESS Ministries 25,900 26,500
Council for Chaplains in Tertiary Institutions 500 550
Victorian Council of Churches: Displan 600 650
SUB-TOTAL: INTERDENOMINATIONAL 38,600 39,600
OTHER GRANTS:
Presbyterian Inland Mission 6,250 6,500
SUB-TOTAL: OTHER GRANTS 6,250 6,500
GRAND TOTAL 177,350 | 158,563

The 2012 Commission of Assembly approved the formula for the allocation to
presbyteries of the total of the GMP until further recommendation is brought from the

BIF as follows:

the total GMP to be apportioned according to the number of communicant and
adherent members in the respective Presbyteries as published in the most
recent report to the General Assembly after applying an equalisation factor of
0.6 for Presbyteries in country areas to take account of the different situation

faced in those areas.

The BIF does not see any reason to vary the formula.

Based on that formula, the recommended allocations to presbyteries for 2016/17 are

as follows:
PRESBYTERY Percentage | Percentage 2016/17
of LY total of total $
Ballarat 4.10% 3.69% 5,852
Benalla 5.41% 5.24% 8,304
Flinders 12.82% 12.17% 19,290
Geelong 3.75% 3.53% 5,591
Gippsland 4.33% 4.23% 6,702
Kilnoorat 6.57% 6.17% 9,776
Maroondah 7.70% 8.57% 13,595
Melbourne East 20.54% 19.81% 31,414
Melbourne North 15.09% 16.91% 26,810
Melbourne West 16.69% 16.84% 26,701
North Western Victoria 3.00% 2.86% 4,528
TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 158,563

The percentage allocations for 2015/16 are shown for comparison purposes. The

differences are the result of the

relative changing membership numbers

(communicants and adherents) within presbyteries. While the overall GMP total has
decreased by 16% from last year, the allocations to presbyteries will vary as a result

of the changes in membership.
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Committee Budgets

In accordance with BIF Regulations, the BIF presents the Committee Budgets for
approval by the Commission. The BIF has reviewed the budgets and in some cases
sought further explanations or details from committees.

When the BIF examines the budgets proposed by committees, they are considered in
terms of being sustainable in both the immediate and the longer term. The BIF also
hopes the proposed budgets reflect good stewardship of resources. In some
instances it may be appropriate for a committee to propose a budget with a
significant deficit and this is the case for a number of budgets. Each budget has been
considered on its merits taking account of the circumstances relevant to each
committee.

The BIF notes that explanatory notes accompanied the Health and Community
Chaplaincy budget (not included in the papers for the Commission) which provided
explanation of changes and movements between years and encourages other
committees to adopt this practice. Including explanatory notes, as well as the
financial projections, in their budget submissions will better explain the thinking of
each committee and assist the BIF.

The BIF reminds committees that having the budget approved simply means that the
annual expenditure is approved. Committees are then required to appropriately
consider any individual items of expenditure and approve it under the terms of Rule
5:33. The BIF has given committees a document detailing Committee Payment
Procedures which is also available for downloading from the PCV website. The BIF
reminds all committees to follow these procedures when requesting payments from
the church office.

In view of the complexity of the budgets, the BIF would appreciate written notice of
any questions being given to the General Manager before Wednesday 27 April to the
meeting of the Commission.

General Assembly

In October 2011, the General Assembly among other things gave its consent to the
Trusts Corporation to apply to the Court for necessary declarations to determine the
correct interpretation of relevant aspects of the Scots’ Church Trust Deed and to
ensure due and proper administration of the trusts contained in that Trust Deed
(2011 Blue Book, Min 63, p129).

In June 2013, following extensive efforts to resolve the issues through discussion and
mediation the Trusts Corporation, having first obtained the fiat of the Attorney
General and with the consent of the Assembly as mentioned above, initiated
proceedings in the Supreme Court of Victoria.

Throughout the course of this dispute the legal costs have been borne by the
General Assembly and reflected in its operating budget.

The proceedings have been drawn out for far longer than was anticipated. The Court
sat for an initial 11 days from July 2015. This was followed by an adjournment to
allow for a formal mediation ordered by the Court — the fourth mediation since the
matter commenced. In November 2015 the Court sat for a further three days to hear
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submissions specifically in relation to eight preliminary questions which had been
framed. It was intended that the answers to these questions may lead to a faster
resolution of the case. At the time of writing we await the findings of the Court in
relation to these preliminary questions.

It is uncertain how the case may proceed from there. In framing the budget, the BIF
has assumed the matter will proceed to a full trial of up to a further 20 days. We trust
that this will not be required but think it prudent to plan for that eventuality. The timing
is also unclear as to whether this may be partly in the current financial year or all in
the next year. The budget reflects the best estimate of this. The budget for legal
costs across the remainder of this financial year and the 2016/17 financial year is
estimated to be $800,000.

Theological Education Committee

The TEC budget for 2016/17 is showing a small surplus compared to a budget deficit
of $51,000 for the current year. The projection for future years suggest that the
surplus may gradually increase.

The policy changes in relation to scholarships for candidates which were approved
by the Commission of Assembly in 2015 have improved the overall financial position
of the College significantly. The bursary fund is projected to generate a surplus of
nearly $24,000 after increasing funding for bursaries (candidates’ living expenses)
from $25,000 to $45,000. Twelve months ago the fund required an injection of
$100,000 to meet the then current expenses and a further $200,000 capital injection.
Based on current projections the bursary fund appears to be sustainable for the
foreseeable future.

The policy change has also resulted in additional cash income to the general
operations of the College of $125,000 for the projected budget year which is a major
factor in the turnaround to producing a balanced budget. From January 2016, the
Trusts Corporation adjusted the interest paid on general committee funds so that the
entire balance now earns interest at the rate of 12%. The effect of this policy change
has been an additional $80,000 income per year to the College. Other committees
with large balances of general funds have similarly benefited.

Candidate numbers appear to have stabilised and are projected to remain at current
levels or fall slightly over the next few years. The current candidate count is 20 with
an Equivalent Full Time (EFT) count of 15.75.

The operating budget for the College is in sound shape. There is continued pressure
to contain costs. Funding of qualitative growth initiatives remains a challenge. With
the operating budget in good shape, the focus can be redirected towards the need for
capital development of the site arising from the strategic review.

Church Planting Committee

The BIF notes that the funds of the committee are diminishing which is partly a
consequence of the income projections which are beyond the control of the
committee. However the continued funding of the full cost of the Church Planter
Evangelist (CPE) seems incongruous. The BIF has raised this issue in the past with
the Assembly.
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The CPE is employed on a full time basis by the Assembly. At the same time he is
the called minister of a church plant which is now well established. The BIF queries
whether the CPE can effectively serve two masters under two different full-time
mandates? The BIF is of the view that it is becoming increasingly difficult to justify the
full cost of the CPE being borne by the committee while he concurrently sustains the
call. The BIF has written to the committee requesting it to give some consideration to
this complex matter.

The BIF is keen to see some progress in redrafting of the committee’s regulations
including those for the Property Development Fund. Since 2013 the regulations have
been acknowledged by both the BIF and the committee as being inadequate and
deficient in various areas. The proposed amendments to the Code which are being
considered under the Barrier Act do not of themselves address the concerns which
were raised some years ago. This makes it problematic for the BIF to fulfil its
responsibilities under its own regulations in relation to monitoring committee
expenditure, and is unhelpful for the church. The BIF has written to the committee
encouraging it to take this matter up and bring a suitable proposal including revised
regulations to the Assembly in October.

METRO Committee
The BIF is of the view that the budget presented by the METRO committee is
unsustainable.

The projected deficit for 2016/17 is $42,450 rising to $130,550 in 2018/19. This is a
consequence of the increasing trainee grants based on the new policy settings of the
committee. Over the next three years committee funds are expected to decline by
33%. As the balance of funds decline the interest generated also declines. At the
same time the trainee grants are increasing. This results in an acceleration in the
decline of funds. In a short period of time (probably 6 or 7 years) the balance of funds
available to the committee will be exhausted. Once the funds are exhausted the
committee cannot operate.

This may be a conscious strategy of the committee, and in some circumstances such
a strategy may be appropriate. If that is the intention the BIF considers that the
Assembly should be asked to confirm that it is in agreement with this strategy.
Alternatively, if the committee expects to continue indefinitely or at least for the
foreseeable future, the current expenditure needs to be adjusted to more closely
align with the income. The BIF has expressed its concerns to the committee and
requested further explanation. At the time of writing this report the BIF has not
received any acknowledgement or response from the committee.

Regrettably the BIF has made adjustments to the budget without further discussion
with the committee in order to present a budget to the Commission for approval.
While the $42,450 deficit for the current budget year proposed by the committee may
be considered to be within reasonable limits, the nature of the appointments means
that any new appointments in the 2016/17 year will affect both the 2017/18 and
2018/19 budgets. The BIF has adjusted the budget by reducing the number of
METRO trainees from four to two in each year. This results in a deficit of $18,450 for
the 2016/17 year and ongoing deficits of $20,000, so the committee may need to do
further work to achieve a sustainable future.
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As reflected in the budget presented by the committee, trainees are appointed at the
beginning of each calendar year for a two year period. The (two) trainees for 2016
have already been appointed so there is no plan to appoint more until 2017. The
consequence of the Commission approving a reduced budget as recommended, will
not impact on the committee until January 2017. This affords the committee the
opportunity to bring a revised proposal and budget to the Assembly for consideration
in October if appropriate.

Additional Expenditure

There has been no request to the BIF for any amendments to committee budgets in
accordance with BIF Regulation 5(g)(ii) since last reporting to the Assembly in
October 2015.

Proceeds of sale of property relating to deceased congregations
The BIF approved the allocation of $12,600 to meet the cost of the Terang property
insurance from of the Garvoc Sites Reserve fund.

Emergency Funding

There has been no request for emergency funding under the provisions authorised
by the Assembly in 2005 (2005 Blue Book, Min 83.5, p88) since last reporting to the
Assembly in October 2015.

Property matters
Approval was given by the BIF under BIF Regulation 9 (a) for the following urgent
property transactions:
e lease of the Castlemaine manse at 13 Lyttleton Street Castlemaine for up to
18 months

e lease/letting of 3 Neerim Road Caulfield as a rooming house until 31
December 2021

¢ |ease of the Kaniva manse at 11 Dungey Street, Kaniva for up to three years

e lease of the Broadford manse at 28 Hamilton Street Broadford for up to three
years.

GAA Funds
Background
In May 2012 the GAV Commission of Assembly resolved:

5. Resolve to apply all of the remaining funds held for GAA purposes towards
financial support of the initiatives of the Moderator-General's Church Planting
Task Force.

6. Authorise the Board of Investment and Finance to consult with the Moderator-
General's Church Planting Task Force following the meeting of the PCSA
Assembly in May, so as to be ready to provide financial assistance as soon as it
can be used and in the most responsible way.

7. Authorise the Board of Investment and Finance to decide how much to offer to the
GAA in support of the Moderator-General's Church Planting Taskforce and on
what conditions for the first year up to a limit of $70,000.

8. Request the Board of Investment and Finance to report on the progress of the
Church Planting Taskforce to the October 2012 General Assembly with
recommendations for on-going allocations from the GAA fund.

(2012 Blue Book, Min 12, p10. Report p16).
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In May 2013 the BIF reported to the Commission of the General Assembly:

The 2012 Commission of Assembly agreed to apply the income from the capital of the
GAA Funds to support the Moderator General's Church Planting Task Force with a
particular focus on the church in South Australia (Min. 12.5 to 12.9 (sic) 2012 BB p10),
and was awaiting further direction in that regard from the Task Force which was due
to meet shortly after the Commission.

The matter has not progressed as quickly as was first thought. However a special
purpose committee has been constituted to develop a plan to ‘restructure’ the PCSA
to facilitate church revitalization and planting, particularly in Adelaide. There is also an
initiative to set up a federal committee to enable the work to proceed more
appropriately.

The BIF recommends that we wait until these initiatives have had a little more time to
develop the work before taking any further decision to allocate funds, and asks the
Commission to request the BIF to report on this matter to the next General Assembly.
(2013 Blue Book, p18)

In October 2013 the General Assembly resolved to:

Make grants from funds held for GAA purposes in each year of the GAA triennium 2014 -

2016 as follows:

a. $25,000 to the Presbyterian Church of South Australia towards the cost of appointing an
Intentional Interim Minister within the Presbytery of Torrens;

b. $10,000 to the Presbyterian Church in Western Australia towards church planting.

(2013 Blue Book, Min 30.4, p94)

Current Situation

The allocation of the funds to WA have occurred but the funds were not applied to
the SA Church until the third year of the trimester. Now that the work has
commenced in South Australia, it would be helpful to continue the payments of
$25,000 for a further two years. Further, changes have occurred in that the SA
Assembly has been suspended and QLD has now taken on oversight of the ministry
that is occurring in SA. Due to the funds not being expended in the prescribed
manner, there is now an accumulation of funds with the balance being just over
$360,000 (at the end of March 2016).

We had the Moderator of the PCWA address the last Assembly telling us of the many
problems facing the Church in WA. Coupled with multiple pastoral issues, the
personnel currently ministering in WA are feeling the strain of being stretched in
many different directions. Further, the Moderator visited WA for their Assembly and
had the opportunity to see and hear first-hand some of the struggles facing our
brothers and sisters in WA. This proposal for the use of funds is aimed at alleviating
some of their struggles. This would be in addition to continuing the funding to South
Australia of $25,000 for each of the next two years.

Proposal for use of GAA Funds

The table below represents a breakdown of the proposed grants to be made from the
fund to the Church in WA. Further descriptions of the projects can be found following
the table. These suggestions have come out of discussions with Mr Bill MacRae
(Moderator — WA) and Rev Stuart Bonnington (Clerk — WA).

(Table on next page)
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Item 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 Comments
Reduce mortgage by
Manse (Joondalup) $80,000 $0 $0 | approximately 40%
Reduce mortgage by
Manse (South Lake) $30,000 $0 $0 | approximately 40%
Church Planting Continuing current
Grant $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 | practice
Ministry Conference $3,500 $3,500 $3,500
Assistant Worker $75,000 $65,000 $55,000
Total across three
Totals $198,500 $78,500 $68,500 | years $345,500

While the funds available as at the end of March 2016 are $362,211, it is expected
that when the funds will be applied to the projects, the interest earned will meet the
allocations of $395,500.

1. Once off payments — Manse debt reduction
The ideal is to fund ministry related initiatives, however, there are two manses in
WA that have mortgages. The manse at Joondalup has a debt of $200,000 with
the manse at South Lake having a debt of $70,000. It is proposed to give a lump
sum payment as suggested to significantly reduce the debt, thereby helping the
congregations to meet their obligations to paying off the mortgage.

2. Church Planting Grant
This grant is a continuation of the current support for the WA Church.

3. Ministry Conference

To strengthen and encourage ministry in WA, it is proposed that a lecturer from
PTC together with either another lecturer or minister of the PCV travel to WA to
conduct a Ministry Conference. Naturally, this would be done outside PTC'’s
teaching time; the timing of the conference to be negotiated between PTC and
WA. To maximise the opportunity, it is envisaged that the ‘team’ will fly across on
Saturday, preach at churches on Sunday and commence the ministry conference
on Monday afternoon/evening flying back to Melbourne on Thursday.

An estimate of costs (for two people travelling from Melbourne):

Item Est. Cost Comments

Air Fares $1,400

Accommodation | $1,000 5 nights @$200 per night
Meals $400 Assume some local hospitality
Hire Car $400

Materials $300 Notes, books

Total $3,500

. Assistant Worker

One of the needs in WA is to strengthen the ministerial ‘ranks’ of the church. Over
the last few years, there have been very trying issues arise and the ministers, as
well as Presbytery and Assembly elders, have felt the strain of a lack of numbers.
Consideration was given to setting aside funds for Assessor ministers from the
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PCV to support the Church in WA but the current PCV Moderator has had a time
finding willing Assessors to fill requirements here in Victoria.

A suggestion is being put forward to mostly fund an Assistant Worker in WA. Itis
anticipated that a man of God’s choosing will be made known to the WA Church
who can be linked in with an existing congregation as an assistant, but with a
focus on wider church duties such as promoting and initiating youth related
ministry in churches and the denomination (similar to PYV here in Vic) as well as
providing necessary ministerial support to the Presbytery and Assembly.

The selection of a suitable man for this role will be led by the Church in WA. A
sliding scale of funding is proposed with a view at the end of three financial years
that the Church in WA take on the full funding of this position or that the WA
Church applies again to the PCV to determine if further assistance can be given.

Conclusion
The BIF gives thanks to God for his material blessings on our denomination.

We acknowledge the dedicated work of the General Manager and staff in the church
office in financial management and church administration generally. We also
commend those who work on each of the Assembly committees and thank them for
their efforts generally, and specifically for their contribution to the budgetary process.

lain Bramley
CHAIRMAN
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PRESBYTERY OF BALLARAT

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
GENERAL MISSION PROGRAM 2015/2016
PAYMENTS BY PARISHES/PRESBYTERIES

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Ararat

Ballarat North/Mt Prospect/Smeaton
Ballarat South

Ballarat West/Lexton
Carisbrook/Castlemaine
Daylesford

Horsham/Marnoo

Kaniva/Nhill

Skipton/Lismore

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

PRESBYTERY OF BENALLA

As At 29 February 2016

TOTAL
Received for

NOT 2015/16 as % of

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Benalla

Broadford

Numurkah
Seymour/Nagambie/Yea
Shepparton/Stanhope/Kyabram
Tatura
Wangaratta/Yarrawonga/Myrtleford
Wodonga

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

PRESBYTERY OF FLINDERS

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Aspendale

Brighton
Cardinia/Koo-Wee-Rup
Cheltenham

Clarinda

Clayton

Cranbourne
Dandenong
Dromana/Mornington
Frankston

Mordialloc

Somerville
Sorrento/Rye

South East Samoan
PRESBYTERY TOTAL

Percentages subscribed/unpaid

BALANCE of
Received in TOTAL  Allocation
Allocation Received for Excess of Received for Received in
2015/16 2015/16 Allocation Prior Year 2015/16 Received
7,272
508 508 508
1,016 1,016 1,016
1,320 1,320 1,320
1,158 1,158 1,158
934 934 934
244 244 244
426 426 426
975 975 975
691 691 691
7,272 7,272 7,272
9,595
2,495 2,495 2,495
595 595 595
979 979 979
672 672 672
1,152 1,152 1,152
1,612 1,612 1,612
1,420 1,420 1,420
672 672 672
9,596 9,596 9,596
22,729
966 966 966
1,212 1,212 1,212
158 158 158
1,822 822 822 1,000
549 549
3,718 3,718 3,718
1,222 1,222
1,173 1,173 1,173
1,870 670 670 1,200
2,954 2,954 2,954
1,101 1,101 1,101
938 938 938
3,966 3,966 3,966
1,079 1,079 1,079
22,728 18,757 18,757 3,971
17.5%
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Allocation

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

45.1%

100.0%

100.0%

35.8%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

82.5%



PRESBYTERY OF GEELONG

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
GENERAL MISSION PROGRAM 2015/2016
PAYMENTS BY PARISHES/PRESBYTERIES

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Colac

Geelong North

Geelong West

Moorabool

The Leigh

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

PRESBYTERY OF GIPPSLAND

As At 29 February 2016

TOTAL
Received for

NOT 2015/16 as % of

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Bairnsdale

Drouin

Leongatha

Moe/Yarram

Morwell

Sale

Warragul

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

PRESBYTERY OF KILNOORAT

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Camperdown/Terang

Hamilton

Heywood/Portland

Koroit/Port Fairy

Noorat

Warrnambool

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

PRESBYTERY OF MAROONDAH

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Belgrave Heights

Blackburn

Croydon Hills

Donvale

Heathmont

Kirkbrae

Mt Evelyn

Warburton

Woori Yallock

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

BALANCE of
Received in TOTAL  Allocation
Allocation Received for Excess of Received for Received in
2015/16 2015/16 Allocation Prior Year 2015/16 Received
6,649
1,210 1,210 1,210
1,809 1,809 1,809
1,729 1,729 1,729
744 744 744
1,157 1,157 1,157
6,649 6,649 6,649
7,688
707 707 707
3,115 3,115 3,115
221 221 221
1,326 1,326 1,326
1,348 1,348 1,348
88 88 88
884 884 884
7,688 7,688 7,688
11,654
990 990 990
1,834 1,834 1,834
900 900
1,150 575 575 575
890 890 890
5,890 4,418 4,418 1,473
11,654 8,707 8,707 2,948
25.3%
13,663
724 724 724
475 475 475
2,148 2,148 2,148
6,120 6,120 6,120
1,099 1,099 1,099
100 100 100
999 999 999
749 749 749
1,249 1,249 1,249
13,663 13,663 13,663
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Allocation

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%

50.0%
100.0%
75.0%
74.7%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
GENERAL MISSION PROGRAM 2015/2016
PAYMENTS BY PARISHES/PRESBYTERIES

As At 29 February 2016

TOTAL
Received for

NOT 2015/16 as % of

BALANCE of
Received in TOTAL Allocation
Allocation Received for Excess of Received for Received in
2015/16 2015/16 Allocation Prior Year 2015/16 Received
PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE EAST
Total Allocated to Presbytery 36,423
Arabic 1,130 1,130 1,130
Ashburton 1,555 1,555 1,555
Auburn 1,650 1,650 1,650
Burwood Community 2,338 2,338 2,338
Camberwell 7,211 7,211 7,211
Canterbury 3,679 3,679 3,679
Caulfield/Elwood 3,205 3,205 3,205
Gardenvale East 364 364 364
Hawthorn 1,862 1,862 1,862
Korean, Balwyn 2,152 2,152
Malvern 3,151 3,151 3,151
South Yarra 3,751 3,751 3,751
St Kilda / Balaclava 1,598 1,598
Surrey Hills 2,777 2,777 2,777
PRESBYTERY TOTAL 36,423 32,673 32,673 3,750
Percentages subscribed/unpaid 10.3%
PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE NORTH
Total Allocated to Presbytery 26,759
Bundoora T 4216 4,216 4,216
Eltham 3,950 3,950 3,950
Epping 2,656 2,656 2,656
Heidelberg 2,077 2,077 2,077
Hume 602 602 602
Kangaroo Ground 1,653 1,653 1,653
Reservoir 3,295 3,295 3,295
Samoan 2,826 2,826 2,826
Valley 1,867 1,867 1,867
Westminster Community Tem'towe 733 733 733
Whittlesea/Mernda 2,875 2,875 2,875
PRESBYTERY TOTAL 26,750 26,750 26,750
Percentages subscribed/unpaid
PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE WEST
Total Allocated to Presbytery 29,592
Brimbank T 848 848 848
Clifton Hill 577 577 577
Darebin 894 894 894
Essendon 1,208 1,208 1,208
Gisborne 942 942 942
Melton 1,300 1,300 1,300
Point Cook 542 573 31 573
Scots Melbourne/Flemington 17,886 17,886 17,886
Sunshine 1,364 1,364 1,364
West Footscray 942 942 942
Williamstown 1,752 1,752 1,752
Wyndham 1,337 1,337 1,337
PRESBYTERY TOTAL 29,592 29,623 31 29,623

Percentages subscribed/unpaid
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Allocation

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
89.7%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
105.7%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.1%



As At 29 February 2016
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
GENERAL MISSION PROGRAM 2015/2016
PAYMENTS BY PARISHES/PRESBYTERIES

BALANCE of TOTAL
Received in TOTAL  Allocation Received for
Allocation Received for Excess of Received for Received in NOT 2015/16 as % of
2015/16 2015/16 Allocation Prior Year 2015/16 Received Allocation
PRESBYTERY OF NORTH WESTERN VICTORIA
Total Allocated to Presbytery 5,326
Bendigo 1,550 1,550 1,550 100.0%
Eaglehawk 792 792 792 100.0%
Northern Lakes (Kerang/Pyramid Hill/'Swan Hill) 1,370 1,370
Rochester 1,309 1,309 1,309 100.0%
Sunraysia 305 305 305 100.0%
PRESBYTERY TOTAL 5,326 3,956 3,956 1,370 74.3%
Percentages subscribed/unpaid 25.7%
SUMMARY
Total Allocated to Presbyteries 177,350
BALLARAT 7,272 7,272 7,272 100.0%
BENALLA 9,595 9,596 9,596 100.0%
FLINDERS 22,729 18,757 18,757 3,971 82.5%
GEELONG 6,649 6,649 6,649 100.0%
GIPPSLAND 7,688 7,688 7,688 100.0%
KILNOORAT 11,654 8,707 8,707 2,948 74.7%
MAROONDAH 13,663 13,663 13,663 100.0%
MELBOURNE EAST 36,423 32,673 32,673 3,750 89.7%
MELBOURNE NORTH 26,759 26,750 26,750 100.0%
MELBOURNE WEST 29,592 29,623 31 29,623 100.1%
NORTH WESTERN VICTORIA 5,326 3,956 3,956 1,370 74.3%
unallocated
TOTALS 177,350 165,334 31 165,334 12,039 93.2%
Percentages subscribed/unpaid 6.8%
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KIRKBRAE PRESBYTERIAN HOMES

BUDGET FOR 2016/2017

Description 2014/2015 2015/2016 | 7 Months to 2015/2016 2016/2017
Actual Budget Jan-16 Projected Proposed
Income
Commonwealth Funding 6,671,117 7,011,000 3,879,136 7,011,000 6,982,400
Resident Fees 2,155,733 2,346,893 1,259,115 2,346,893 2,312,692
Interest Received 26,679 2,400 6,003 2,400 2,400
Catering Income 5,213 3,840 3,984 3,840 5,000
Other Operating Income 8,231 3,000 3,131 3,000 9,200
Total Operating Income 8,866,972 9,367,133 5,151,369 9,367,133 9,311,692
Commonwealth Subsidy - Capital 18,820 28,000 44,444 28,000 0
Accomodation Charge 818,896 759,000 399,289 759,000 487,200
Retentions on Bonds 244,547 258,815 136,985 258,815 382,274
Interest Received on Investments 889,979 1,036,150 682,550 1,036,150 1,140,000
Other Income 42,671 40,600 0 40,600 63,500
Total Non-Operating Income 2,014,913 2,122,565 1,263,268 2,122,565 2,072,974
Total Income 10,881,885 11,489,698 6,414,637 11,489,698 11,384,666
Expenditure
Catering Costs 333,341 371,100 202,787 371,100 368,600
Administration Expenses 236,128 268,072 142,621 268,072 298,569
Motor Vehicle & Transport Expenses 17,547 26,760 13,891 26,760 28,676
Maintenance - Hand Tools & Equipment 1,688 1,000 776 1,000 1,000
Committee Expenses 873 2,000 10,222 2,000 2,000
Chemist & Medical 56,771 69,220 35,886 69,220 106,700
Continence Costs 87,032 93,000 46,361 93,000 90,000
Cleaning, Laundry, House & Infection Control 371,356 403,002 207,449 403,002 382,100
Consultants Fees 121,967 155,800 72,717 155,800 150,034
Contract Therapy 535,919 552,100 314,014 552,100 522,000
Insurance 92,847 98,160 57,260 98,160 96,105
Rates, Taxes & Utilities 277,982 294,846 166,790 294,846 258,000
Occupational Health & Safety 2,351 16,500 5,717 16,500 5,000
Maintenance Costs 355,864 395,873 167,520 395,873 432,851
Total Security Costs 28,744 35,955 16,554 35,955 33,000
Staff Costs 7,352,764 7,876,328 4,513,762 7,876,328 8,356,042
Depreciation 749,314 741,700 400,918 741,700 887,694
SSC Non Operating Costs 7,000 7,250 4,083 7,250 17,825
Total Expenses 10,629,488 11,408,666 6,379,329 11,408,666 12,036,196
Surplus/(Deficit) on Operations 252,397 81,032 35,308 81,032 (651,530)
Capital ltems
Village Redevelopment 1,251,300
Furniture & Fittings - Admin 116,879
Fences, Concreting 69,777
Furniture & Fittings - Residential Care 225,820
Computer Equipment - Admin 38,605
Furniture & Fittings - Catering 74,900
Total Capital Items 1,777,281

65



0 0 00T 0 0 009'T 0 ainypuax3g [eude) [ejoL
0 0 0 0 al8H s|re1aq o3
0 0 0 0 alaH s|re1aq 193
0 0 00T'2 0 0 009'T Jaindwod
sway| [e)ded
| 58595 | 58095 G80'95 GEY'8S | €0.'65 | 652'.S | 6ST'8S _ spund [elauag)|
(002) (002) (0s6) (282) vrS'T 19T SLv'T suolrelado uo (31oyaq)/snidins
006'8 006'8 0St'6 LGV'6 ¥ST'S €€0'8 €LE'Y sasuadx3 [ejoL
(000°9) (000'9) (0s2'S) (¥26'9) (¥ST'Y) (005'S) (eL€'Y) padnodal uonnquiuod sse | #90T
000'2T 000'2T 00S'TT LV8'ET 80€'8 000'TT 9v.'8 S1S0D UoIONPOId JeNs|smMaN| 0£92
000'2 0002 000'2 000'Z 000'T 0002 10)|pa 10} WiNUeIOUOH|  0GEZ
00L 00L 00Z €€S 0 €ES 0 uoneaidaa| 0812
002 002 000'T 0 0 0 SIS0D 8)ISgdM % 8Jemyos| 0€Te
ainjipuadx3
00.'8 002'8 00S'8 002'6 869'9 002'8 L178'9 awoou [ejoL
00.'9 00.'9 000°L 00L'L 7€€'s 00.'9 1619 [eIBUSD puN4 UoWWOoD 1saId||  BSET
0 0S anuanay Buisiianpy| z90T
0002 00S'T 00S'T 00S'T 79€'T 00S'T 0 awweifoid UOISSIA [eJaud9| 080T
awoou|
paloaloid paloaloid pasodo.d paloaloid 9T-094 196png [enioy ON
6102/8T02 | 8T02/LT0Z | LT0Z/9T0Z | 9TOZ/STOZ | O3 sywuow 8| 9T0Z/STOZ | STOZ/YTIOZ uondiosaq| unodoy
%¢CT %¢T %<cCT %cCT .S9ley 1Salalu] pun4 uowwo) _uwu‘om.—o‘_n_
reaosddy LT/9T0Z 186png ainyipuadx3z % swoau|
104 suoneladQ |elauas
196png 9911IWW 0D SMaN a1els

66



¥96'86 ¥96'86 ¥96'86 ¥96'86 ¥96'86 79686 ¥96'86 spund [enjadiad
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 spund oij108ds
(GT2'18) (12008) (956'c8) (ovs‘es) (zv6'82) (080'1S) (eLv'eY) 196png esauss woyy pred sasuadx3| GeGZ
(GT9'18) (TLt'08) (95e'v8) (ovz'.Ls) (L¥9'2E) (082°29) (0T¥'19) pun4 Areiqi (11oie@)/snidins
GTS‘€0T T.£'20T 952'90T ovT'v8 G82'sh 089'2L 152'GL sasuadx3 [e101
192t LST'Y 950'Y 0082 86€'T 225 T0v'2 uonenuuesadng Areiqri|  T/82
€192y v.G'TY 09S‘0% 000'82 8/6'CT 8T2'Ge ¥T0'v2 sobem Areiq|  #182
000'T 000'T 000'9 00v'T 652'T 000'T /60T Kisuonels 7w Bunuud sbeisod| 6022
000'0€ 000'0€ 000'0€ 00082 98G'GT 000'0Z 929'12 sreuinor % ssuizebe Areiqri| 6252
000'SZ 000'GZ 000'SZ 000'0Z 06%'6 000'0Z 6£.'8T s)oog Areiq|  T2sZ
0]0]7% 0107 00¥ 00.'€ elv'e 00.'€ 880°. wawdinb3 Areigr uoneaidaa| zZ8Te
ove ove ove ove 0zt ove 582 sabreyo ueg| 290z
ainjipuadx3
006'TZ 006'TZ 006'TZ 006'9Z 8€9'ZT 006'v'T T¥8'€e awoou| [eloL
006'TT 006'TT 006'TT 006'TT 8€6'G 006'TT 9/8'TT pung uowwo) isald|]  TGET
000°0T 000'0T 000°0T 000'ST 0029 000°E G96'TT sy % suoleuod| TOTT
awoou|
pun4 Areiqiq
162'90T 8GT'/2T 162'SYT LT2'¥9T G90'0LT £69'29T TES'0LT spund a1j109ds
(£98'02) (getT'om) (126'02) (¥19'9) T.T'S (get'e) 90.'6 pund Buipjing (11oiya@)/snjding
19T'95 gee'es 12909 v16'9% 0£E'6T 8ce'ey £68'SY sesuadx3 [eloL
000°Z 0059 0009 0009 g0g'e 0009 6v€'S Buluapres - soueusiure Auadoid| TT.Z
00T ‘vt 000'2¥ 000‘0t 00S5'TE T9.'TT 00S5'TE 606'GE soueusre Auadoid| 0T.2
000°'0T 000‘S S1509 Buluueld uoisuaix3 Aleiqi
L6L'Y 89G'y 15y YTy YTy 89G'y 0S5V [elauaD) 7 ali4 soueINsU|| 06EZ
0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0ZT 0.2 G582 sabreyoueg| T190Z
ainlpuadx3
00£'se 002'LE 00.'6€ 00€‘0y 0052 002'6€ 665'€S awooul [e10]
00£'ST 002°LT 00.'6T 00£'02 080°0T 00Z'6T ¥6T'8T pung uowwo) 1sa1al|  0GET
000'0Z 000'0Z 000'0Z 000'0Z 12V'vT 000'02 Y0P'SE sy % suolreuod| 0Q9TT
awoou|
pund buip|ing
paloaloid paloaloid pasodoid paloaloid GI-28Q 196png [enioy ON
6102/8T0Z | 8T02/.T0Z | L102/9T0Z | 9TOZ/STOZ |01 SUIUOWN 9 | 9TOZ/STOZ | STOZ/PTOZ uondiiosa@|unoooy
%ZT %ZT %ZT %ZT 'saley 1salalu| pung uowwoy pajosloid
reaosddy LT/9T0Z 186png ainypuadx3z % swoau|
10} si1sni] o1109ds
196png 23111wwo) uoleonp3 [eaibojoayL

67




289'/G/ 28918, 289°'/8. 28918, 289°'/G. 28918, 289°'/G. spun4 [enjadiad
T85'0€C Z8T'06T 96T'GYT 0Zy'1eT 9TE'eeT T1G'22T €V6'9TT spund o1y108ds
oov'or 986'tv¥ 9//'€C LIV'Y €.e'9T 89G'S ¥8¥'88T salesing (1oyaq)/sniding
G8¥'06T G8Y'E6T L1€'Y02 0T9'9¢2¢ 8EV'GYT 61.'8¢22 T20'99¢ sasuadxd [e10L
L0T' LY 0c.L'Sy 9/1°C¢ 76991 80, evT'oT ¥Ge'GT G 01 ¢ sauobare) - sdiysrejoyds| +/.0¢
8/€'8TT G9/'2eT T0C' /2T 9T6'18T oce'eet 109°/28T 8617'9¢¢ salepipue) - sdiysrejoyos| €202
000'Ge 000'G2 000'Gy 000'G2 08T'GT 000'G2 0.T'vC sauesind| ¢.0¢
ainlpuadx3
G88'0eC 0.¥'8€¢ €G1'8¢¢ 1/80'T€C TI8'T9T LTE'vET G0S'vSY 9woduj [ejoL
00L'€TT 00£'80T 00S'S0T 00T'90T 259'2S 00£'90T 8T6'6. pund uowuwo) 1saJ48u||  ¢SET
G8T'06 0.T‘€0T £59'G6 /866 6GZ'v8 LT0‘T0T 1GS‘€9 Buipun) dJWO| T80T
00022 00022 00022 00022 0062 00022 69€'0T¢ SYI9 ¥ suoneuod| 91T
0 0 0 0 0 0 199007 sisenbag| TSOT
awoou|
sisni] Aresing
285'882'T 289'/62'T 285'9¢22'T 28G'96T'T 192'28T'T 285'202'T 28GC/T'T spun4 [eniadiad
000‘TE 000'TE 000°0€ 0002 G896 000°0E 8E6'CE [endeD jo uonexapu
9//'98 ¥0E'TL €50°6S 9/,0'8Y 225'9S 9/0'cy 0T8‘'0E spund o1y108ds
2ly'oy 0S2'ey 116'0% 992'TVY L6E'GE 9922y 1662y 1sni1 apisula4 (1oyaqa)/sniding
82S°CTT 0S.'0TT €20'60T ¥€L'€0T 096'9¢ ¥€L'€0T 0ce’'L6 sasuadx3 [e10L
000°ST 000°ST 0 S1S0D uoedoley| €8¢¢
870'T9 0.2'6S evS'LS v€6°L2 09G°'€T €622 0ct'Le usyd| vS/.¢
08Y'1S 08Y¥'TS 08Y'1S 008°09 00v'ee 008°09 002'0L S9J0UeMo||iY asUeN| €6.¢
ainlpuadx3
000°6ST 000'¥ST 000°0ST 000'SPT LGECL 000°91T LTEOVT 9woduj [ejoL
000'65T 000%ST 000°0GT 000°GYT 1SETL 000°9%T LTEOVT pung uowwo) 1saseul] €SET
awoou|
1snli] apIsuloS
paloaloid paloaloid pasodoid paloaloid GI-28Q 196png [enioy ON
6T0¢/8T0C 8T0¢Z/LT0¢C LT0¢2/9T0¢C 9T0CZ/STOC | 01 SUIUOIN 9 | 9TOCZ/STOC GT0Z/vTOC uondiosaqg| 1unoody
%<CT %1 %1 %cZCT 'saley 1salalu| pung uowwoy pajosloid
reaosddy LT/9T0Z 186png ainypuadx3z % swoau|
10} sisnuy o1109ds
196png 23111wwo) uoleonp3 [eaibojoayL

68



6VT'6TC ¥09'€0¢ 062¢'68T TET'9LT G¥7/'69T TSE'ELT TS9°'€9T spund o_:omaw_
GGGt YIEYT 6GT'ET 08yt ¥60'9 00.'6 88%'CT pund reuooeig (1oyaq)/snidins
GG8‘8 98¢ Tv6'.L 02S‘. 09.°c 005'6 6509 sasuadx3 |e101
GG8'8 98€'8 Tv6°L 02s°. 09.°€ 00S'6 6509 sdiysrejoyds] 5/0z
00v've 00222 00T'TC 000°0C 7586 00Z'6T L¥S'8T 9woduj [ejoL
00v'vZ 00,22 00T'TZ 000°02 ¥58'6 002'61 /¥S'8T pung uowwo) 1sasel]  /GET
awoou|
punH jeuodeiq
GTS'0E GT15'0€ GTS'0€ GT5'0€ GTS'0€ GT15'0€ GTS'0€ spund [eniadiad
81e'GeT 8E'6TT 8V0'VTT 812'60T 8G/'0TT 81G'80T 819'20T spund o1y108ds
0009 00€‘S 008y 0099 0TT'8 006G €02'9 sazlid (yoiaq)/sniding
000°CT 000CT 0002t 000°0T 0 000°0T GG8'6 sasuadxd [e10L
000'CT 000CT 000CT 000°0T 0 000°0T G586 onnads mmN:n__ 780¢
ainlpuadx3
000'8T 00€LT 00891 00991 0TT'8 006'ST 8509T 9wodu] [ejoL
000'8T 00€'LT 008‘9T 009'9T 0TT'8 006'ST 8GG'GT pund uowuwo) isat8l|  YSET
0 0 0 0 005 SYIO ® suoneuod| +vITT
awoou|
sisnli] sazlid
paloaloid paloaloid pasodoid paloaloid GI-28Q 196png [enioy ON
6T0¢/8T0C 8T0¢Z/LT0¢C LT0¢2/9T0¢C 9T0CZ/STOC | 01 SUIUOIN 9 | 9TOCZ/STOC GT0Z/vTOC uondiosaqg| 1unoody
%<CT %1 %1 %cZCT 'saley 1salalu| pung uowwoy pajosloid
reaosddy LT/9T0Z 186png ainypuadx3z % swoau|
10} sisnuy o1109ds
196png 23111wwo) uoleonp3 [eaibojoayL

69



896/22'C | 896'96T‘C |896'G9T'c | 896'GET'Z | £99'T2T'C 896'TYT'Z | 896'TTIT'C spund [en1adiad [e10L
8/6'096 820'T26 9T8'698 G¥8'8Y8 v6v'v.8 ££0'28 9£5'208 spund o13108ds |ejoL
198'/€T ¥88'TTT 208'GS SY0'vi 9£8'69 6.2'VT 9¥S'eee (noyaq)/snidins eioL
0559/ Z18'18 T.S'0S 609'99 G/8'c8 161'G9 G£0'28¢ sisni] oy1oads (1o1ja@)/sniding
TTE'T9 2.0'0¢ T€2'S (595'22) (6£0'vT) (£15'19) TTS'TS suonelado uo (11o118@)/sniding
Gze'es 622'Zs Gze'es G2z'es S TAAAS] §22'ZS §2e'es spun4d [enjadiad
££8'86T £EY'602 ££6'8T2 £5/'622 680'v€2 £58'92¢ £59°/12 spund o1y108ds
(009'01) (005'6) (ozs'ot) 00T'2T 9et'oT 00Z'6 S60'0¢ snoaue||39sIN (1101Ja@)/sn|ding
0002y 000'2Y 029'v¥ 00S'T2 0 00S'T2 0 sasuadx3 [e101
0002 0002 0002 0002 0 0002 (1an1|O) sasuadx3 soualsuo) SIISIUIN| 9622
000'G 000'S 029'L (supjdoH) Buiyoeaid uo saine| €182
000'ST 000'ST 000'ST 00S‘2 00S'Z (swspms sessianQ) sdiysrejoyos| 920z
00002 000'02 00002 000'ZT 0 000'2T (1anijO) sauesing| 9702
ainlpuadx3
00¥'TE 005'ZE 008‘sE 009'€E 9gY'9T 00.'0€ S60°0€ awoouj [eloL
/85'0T pund wepns S/O 1salal]|  8SET
00¥'TE 005'Z¢ 008‘ce 009'€E 9gy'9T 002'0€ 80S'6T pund uowwo) 1satal[ 9GET
awoou|
S1UBPNIS SBaSIaAQ ‘IBAIIO ‘SudoH - S1Sni] snoaue||92SIN
paloaloid paloaloid pasodoid paloaloid GI-28Q 196png [enioy ON
6T02/8T0Z | 8102/.102 | 2T02/9T0Z | 9102/STOZ | 01 SUIUOIN 9 | 9TOZ/STOZ | STOZ/HTOZ uondiosaqg| 1unooddy
%ZT %2T %ZT %2T 'saley 1salalu| pung uowwoy pajosloid
reaosddy LT/9T0Z 186png ainypuadx3z % swoau|
10} sisnuy o1109ds
196png 23111wwo) uoleonp3 [eaibojoayL

70



9€0'95 T€G'9S G6T'GS 82¢€'TS L9712 82€'TS 6SE'6Y $934 UlWpY pue uolel|iyy 1OV [elol
¥9.'9 1999 9/€'9 06T'9 GG 06T'9 0T0'9 $934 uonel|iyy 1OV| 0502
zl2'6y 796'61 6188V 8ET'GY Z10'T2 8ET'GY 6ve'ey S99 UlWpY 10V| S¥0Z
S99 UlWpy pue uollel|iyiy Abojoayl 10 aba|j0D uelelisny
ainlipuadx3
827'056 990'TV¥6 196'8Y6 1¥6'G98 9vy'Z0v 266'T28 €T¥'918 awoau| [el0L
(rss'e) (¥55°€) 19SSy Jo 3[es uo (ssoT)[ 066T
002 002 awoou| Aipuns| 0591
652'8. 086'G. 191'€L 0ze'es 0£8'GE 0ze'es 09.'02 SHUN WWO0J2Y SWooU| [euad| TO9T
1S¥'ST TG¥'ST 1S¥'ST 8YT'ST ovSs'L 8YT'ST 690'7T asueN D31 Jo [ewad| 0097
000'tS€ 000'0t7€ 000'9Z¢ 000'G/2Z LTT'6TT 000'6€2 T€8'6€C [eJauaD-pund UoWWOoD 1salalul[  6GET
00S'/LT 190110 Buurely a1 Buipund OYILIAN| EveT
G98'9T wEESmohn_ UOISSIIA [elsua9) 080T
000'ST 000'ST 1Snu) SIsle/ - SISOD JJels al Juelo
000'92 welb wsiebuens Daw
000'S 000'S 000'G 000'ST 861 000'S T€0'E SO pue suoneuoq ‘sisanbag| 89TT
(000'2) (000'2) (000°2) (000'9) (€92'1T) (000'9) (z81'9) sasuadx3 aouaiauo) SIBISIUIN| 9852
000'9 000'9 000'9 000'9 0 000'9 779'v BWODU| 30UBIBJUO0D SIISIUIN|  60LT
8T/ '86% G£9'G0S 6v7.'€0S 928'9/Y 8/0'622 £25'067 G68'GSY s@a4 uoninl Tv101
(0ST'¥2) 0 0 (092'12) sesuadxa Inol Apms| S0.T
orT'ey 0 0 €G0'6€ o] Apnis |sels|
000'9 000'9 000'9 000'9 veV'e 000'9 ove'y $8SIN0D 1OYS s8a-4 uoninl| €0.T
GG8's 98¢'s 176'L 02s', 0 000'LT veT'LT (reuooelq) sauesing xa uoninl| 0.1
L0T'LY 0zL'sy 9/1'2¢ ¥69'9T 8TL'TT eYT'9T (G-z yeD) sauesing xa uomny | $0/T
GG/'9€e 0£G'Gie 20%'vSe Z19'ot2 0zz'eet 18€'TS2 119'0e2 (serepipue)) sea4 uoning| 00LT
000'002 000'002 0¥2's8T 000002 90.'16 000002 258'G8T (serepipued-uou) sea4 uonint| Z0LT
awoou|
paloaloid paloaloid pasodoid paloaloid GT-28Q 196png [enioy ON
6T0Z/8T0Z | 8T02/.T02 | L102/9T02 | 9102/STOZ | 01 SUYIUOWN 9 [ 9TOZ/STOZ | STOZ/YTOZ uondiosaqg| 1unooay
%0°2T %0°2T %021 %0°2T ‘sarey 1sal8iu| pun4 uowwo) paoslold
[enosddy /T/9T0Z 196png ainipuadx3 % sawoou|
104 suoneladQ |elauas
196png 23111wwo) uoleonp3 [eaibojoayL

71



8082, 62L.'TL ve'TL 9/£'s9 719'0€ 862'179 6EL'79 sasuadx3 pare|ay 821JO [el0L
112'S €96'y 9z.l'y T0S't T0S't 868'C €TL'e Anuwapuy [euoisssjoid soueinsu|| z6ez
000'Z 000'2 000' 000'2 A% 000'2 ¥80'C wybuAdod ‘1700|0582
000'9 000'9 0009 000'9 G8/'T 000'9 28.'9 $10D aremyos % Jaindwod| 0£TZ
00S 00§ 00S 00§ 09T 00§ 10§ aoueusIUle|\ % siieday uawdinb3|  09/2
€/G'6T 028'8T 960'8T 00%'LT vve'L 0SZ'6T G86'TT BunesH 7 1amod ybr1| 0ovse
000'TZ 000'12 000'TZ 000'ST 7/8'9 000'ST 162'ST Kisuoners % bunuud abeisod| 00,2
000'8 000'8 059'8 G/9'6 ¥62'S 0S€‘.L €9e'2T juswdinb3 pue ainjuind - uoneaidag| 0812
G20'¢ L¥6'T 2/8'T 008'T 799 008'T 9v8'T xe] sngaqa ® ald ‘sebreydsueg| 0902
00S'8 005'8 00S'8 005'8 8€6'C 005'8 29T'0T Xeq % auoydaldl| 0162

paje|ay 90JO
GTZ'T8 1,008 956'€8 ovs'es Zv6'8e 080'tS clY'EY sasuadx3 pale|ay Atelqiq [elol| o0zse

1£5'8€S 89€£'2€S 9¥6'92S 8ZV'€TS 1£2'8v2 6TT'S6Y STT'99% sasuadx3 HSVD palejay lels [e10L

¥29'9¢€S 988'85S 02.'¥8S 9¥0'v95 1£9'892 18Y'8¥S 9/¥' LT sasuadx3 pare|ay JjeiS [e10L
000'9 0009 0009 000'9 v.6 0009 Gel'y Buiurer] % uoneonp3| 6222
00022 000'22 00022 120'S2 0TS'6 00S'2T 650°9T sasuadx3 buljjarelL| 0z62
000°0T 000°0T 006'6 GS0'ST G50'ST 0S.'€T £€2€'9 Buiire wex3 - sea4 Si1ainoaT| ovze
000ty 000'tY 008ty 026'S ove've 0S2'v. 00T‘2S soa4 ,siainoa| 0612
000°2 000°2 000°Z 000°2 €65 000°2 8ev's sesue\-xed % auoyds|al| TT6Z
000'CT 000'2T 000'CT 000'TT 8//'¢ 000'TT 000'8 sasuel - BunesH » Bunybri| THSZ
0 0 0 TTT'T TIT'T TTIT'T L6E'Y 9|2IYaA J0J10WN uonepeaidaal T8TC
0002 000'2 0002 0002 00S'T 0002 960'T (yseo uou) sasuadx3 [aaeil anea] ApmS| 8v8Z
8¥0'o1 2Ly L€9'LY 0£9'0Y 90Y'LT LLE'OY G8Z'TT (yseo uou) feniooe aneaT Apnis|  0¥8Z
65Y'S v62'S LET'E 886'C v67'T 166'S (yseo uou) [ensooe anea aoines Buo| 0gse
00%'T 00v'T 00¥'T 050'T 0S0'T 050'T 95¢'s Ano7 anea so1nas Buo| 0552
gee'l GST'. 086'9 9z8'9 978'9 102'Y vOT'Y aoueinsul Ayjigesial  §S6¢
L6E'Y 692't YTy ¥20'y ¥20'Y 6S.'Y 229'Y AnaT JanoDMIoM| 0562
£68'07 0LT'v¥ €92'Ly Tv0'EY ¥56'6T GSE'6E £96'GE uonenuuesadng| oz82
008 008 008 008 €97 008 989 sanuswy Jeis| 0£8e
000'8 000'8 000'8 000'Z Sl¥'C 000°2 G9/'9 sasuadx3 Buiuuny 8joIyaA J0JI0ON| 0092
50079 682'2. 0£T'08 ¥16'89 05.'62 166'89 £75'05 suyauag ysed UON| 0¥92
682'25¢ 88/'v92 825'9/¢ 109192 ¥€9'92T 9ve'Ere 00002 saueles| 0182

pare|ay Jeis

paloaloid paloaloid pasodoid paloaloid GT-28Q 196png [enioy ON
6T02/8T0Z | 8102/.102 | 2TO2/9TOZ | 9T0Z/STOZ |01 SUIUO 9 [ 9TOZ/STOZ | STOZ/WTOZ uondiosaqg| 1unooay
%0°ZT %0°2T %0'ZT %0°2T ‘sarey 1sal8iu| pun4 uowwo) paoslold

reaosddy LT/9T0Z 186png ainypuadx3z % swoau|

104 suoneladQ |elauas

196png 23111wwo) uoleonp3 [eaibojoayL

72



veo'ee 9/6'CE TC6'Ce 098°'ce 88/'0T vrl've TT6'CE SHuUN [enuspisay [e1ol
6€¢C cee Gece 0T¢ 0T¢ 000‘2 8T sared| T19/.¢
000‘% 000'v 000‘% 000'v STL'T 000'v 90T'v Buiues|D % soueuswueN| 212
G90‘T ¥T0'T 996 0¢c6 0¢6 ¥T0'T 996 agueInsulf  T6EC
0€L'12 0€L'12 0€L'l2 0€L'/2 Zv6'ET 0€L'/2 18912 (suun renuapisay) uoneroaidaa| S8TZ

sjuN [enuapIsey

000‘LV 000‘.¥ 000°2S ¥8.L'LYy L16'CT 000'8€ 8¢L'C¢C sasuadx3 snosue|ddSIA [B10L
0009 0009 000‘9 000‘S G68°C 000‘S 5144 sasuadx3 [eisuaD| 082z
000‘¢ 0002 000‘¢ 000‘C 669 000‘C evSe'T sesuadx3 uspnis| TE8C
000‘% 000'v 000‘% 0009 €06'T 0002 z2er'e AujendsoH| T262
000‘S 000‘S 000‘S 00S'v 0 00S'v €082 Auowsia) uonenpeln| 0622
0009 0009 0009 0009 0 0009 LLE (sesuadx3 |aAei1) Loddns uolssiN 8b9jj0D| 2262
000‘S 000‘S 000'S 80ualaJu0) sabs||0) paulquod| 222z
0002T 000°CT 000°CT 00S‘9 c€6 0059 06S°'.L BunaxreN| ze0g
000°L 000°L 000°L 000‘L 9. 000°L 81,9 snmoadsold wapns / Buisiisapy|  0£0Z
000'S 000'G 000'S ¥8.'G ¥8.'G S994 1pny| 0T0Z

sasuadx3 snoaue||99SIN

0 0 0 0 0 0 9¢¥'09 19011J0 Bulurel)

00279 009°€9 000°€9 00622 ev6'Ge 006°,2 8ce'es sasuadx3 pale|ay Auadoud [elol
006‘T 008‘T 00.°T 00S'T 920°T 00S'‘T G/2'T s1s00 Alnoag| 028z
00S‘TT 000°TT 00S‘0T 000°0T 688‘€ 000°'cT €8¢'6 abajj00-saxel ® sared| 0S/2
0 0 0 000'0T 2.S'9 000°'0T 926'6 uejdiaisey oibarens| ovie
000'ST 000'ST 000'ST 000'ST 0609 000°LT 29Z'vT [leAroway ysiqgny % Buiues|o| 0zTZ
009‘€e 009°‘ce 009‘€e 009°'ce 20891 009°ce gee'ee sBuiping uonepaidad| 9812
0022 0022 002‘¢ 008'2 €9G°'T 008'2 6TV wawdinb3 7 ue|d uonenaidad| €81z

pale|ay Alladold

paloaloid paloaloid pasodoid paloaloid GT-28Q 196png [enioy ON
6T0¢/8T0¢C 8T0¢Z/LT0¢C LT0¢2/9T0¢C 9T0Z/STOC | 01 SUIUOIN 9 | 9TOZ/STOC GT0Z/vTOC uonduossq| 1uno2oy
%0°¢T %0°¢T %0°¢T %0°¢T ‘saley 1salalu| pung uowwoy palosloid

reaosddy LT/9T0Z 186png ainypuadx3z % swoau|

104 suoneladQ |elauas

196png 23111wwo) uoleonp3 [eaibojoayL

73



6ST'G96 6ST'S96 651596 6ST'S96 65T'G96 6ST'S96 65T'SG96 spund renjadiad
G2/°/S0C [ 896°CTI6'T Z21°208'T /£5'G89'T ZSY'vE'T TE9'TE'T T90°€09'T spund |eJauan
1GL'EPT 9v8'TTT G8G9TT 9/¥'Z8 T6E'TE 0.5'82 2LV LTT JUBWSAO Ysed
1£0'12T 9vS'6TT vse'eetT ¥00'6TT LVE'65 /80'VTT 869'T9 Swid)| Yysed-uoN [eloL
8770'0t 22l vy 1€9')v 0£9'0t 906'8T GE0'SE T8€'CT [en1ody aneaT Apnls
6SY'S v62'c LET'E 886'C v6v'T 166'S (TsT'eg) [eNnJ22y anes] 921MS Buo
0£G'TL 0£S'T. 0852/ 98¢'G/ L¥6'8E T90'€. 80128 uoneinaidag
Swia)| ysed-uoN
265'8¢ 2LL')E 000°2T £96'€T LT6'ET 000'vE (€92'v) ainupuax3 [ended [e10L
0 756'9 (590'2T) si01gap ul (8sea109p) asealou|
(¥55'9) (rss'o) (152'T) PIOS/|O USNLIM S}8SSe anjeA 3oog
0002 000‘C ain)uinj J00pINO
0 000°‘S 2leM)JoS Sploday uapniS/Bununodoy
LTS'ET LTS'ET 000'ST Tvy'8 saseyaund jassy / Jeidodsoloyd
000'S 000'S 000°2T 000'S 000'2T 1172 wawdinb3z Jeindwo)
(u1 apen ssa|) 9|21YaA 1010\
Z6S'se IANNAS 0 0 0 21T sjuawAhed anea Apnis
SlusWAed 199ys aduejeqg / swal [euded
TIE'T9 2.0'0¢ T€Z'S (595'22) (6£0'vT) (£15'19) TTS'TS suonelado uo (11o18q)/sniding
/TT'688 ¥66'0T6 9g/'ct6 505'888 S8Y'9TY 60S'€/8 206'79. sasuadx3 [e101
008'T (002) (009) (029) (850'T) (029'%) (zsv'1) (noya@)sn|dins eipay O1d
002'v 002'v 009't 0.9'% 6vY'T 0.9'8 ¥6.'C sasuadx3 eIpsN O1d [e10L
000'€ 000'€E 000'€ 000'€E T8T'T 000'€E 922'? sesuadx3 |anell| tz6e
000°‘T 000'T 000°‘T 000'T €€ 000'S sasuadx3 [elausn 8162
002 002 002 002 0 002 eIpa\ -Aisuonels  bunuud| 80/2
0 0 00t 0Ly gee 0Ly 695 uoneraldaq| +8Te
sasuadx3 eIpaN D1d
000'9 000'y 000't 000't T6E 000'% EYE'T awoou| eIps\ D1d [e10L
(000't2) (000°9T) (000'9T) (000°9T) (gTT'e) (000°9T) (69.'9) (aAnebsu se Jsjus) seseyaind :ssa|  990T
000'0€ 00002 000'0Z 00002 90S'e 00002 TTT'8 sales doys yood| S90T
awoou| elpaj\ O1d
paloaloid paloaloid pasodoid paloaloid GT-28Q 196png [enioy ON
6T0Z/8T0Z | 8T02/.102 | L102/9102 | 9102/5TOZ | 01 Suyluon 9 [ 9T0Z/STOZ | STOZ/VTO0Z uonduossq| 1uno2oy
%0°2T %0°2T %021 %0'2T ‘saley 1salalu| pung uowwoy palosloid
reaosddy LT/9T0Z 186png ainypuadx3z % swoau|
104 suoneladQ |elauas
196png 23111wwo) uoleonp3 [eaibojoayL

74



CODE AND GENERAL ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE (Min. 16)

In response to the direction of the General Assembly, GAV BB 2015, Min. 105.8, the
Committee has prepared a comprehensive list of all duties, functions, obligations,
expectations and positions which the Moderator and Immediate-past Moderator fulfil,
as follows:

Duties of the Moderator:

5:6 Preside for the duration of all sittings of the General
Assembly, and the Commission of Assembly (5:40).

Induction of | In particular, put moderatorial questions to the
new Moderator | incoming moderator, induct him into his office with
prayer and, with the other ex-moderators, give him the
right hand of fellowship.

Sign Assembly | Sign the Assembly Bible upon induction.
Bible

Adjournments | Close each sitting of the Assembly with benediction.

5.7 Continue to function as Moderator, after the dissolution
of Assembly:

a) to perform certain ecclesiastical functions;

b) to discharge certain civil legislative functions.
Constitute the next General Assembly.

5:15 Sign all PCV property transactions in accord with the
Presbyterian Trusts Acts, 1890.

5:35 (may) Attend any or all committee meetings.

5:39(g) Determine the time and place for any extra

Commission meetings.

5:45 Convene any urgent meetings of the General
Assembly.

5:52 Announce the date and place of the next meetings of

Assembly before dissolving it.

Cand N a) compose and issue pastoral letters and public
Committee statement if required;
b) represent the church before the government, the
media or other outside bodies

Clerkship Take his place as a member of this Committee.
Committee
TEC Engage in an official annual visit to the Presbyterian

Theological College on behalf of the church.

Visitation Visit between 16-19 churches during the year
according to the schedule set out in GAV 2014, Min
28.3.

Missionary Write on behalf of the General Assembly to all serving

letters PCV missionaries during the year.
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Mission visit | Visit at least one missionary family in situ during the
year.

Assessors Appoint assessors to presbyteries upon request.

Royal and Send signed letters of royal address to the Queen and
Loyal of loyal address to the Premier and Prime Minister.
Addresses

Commission | Chair the Commission for Church Institutions (GAV
for Church 2015 Min 31).

Institutions
Commission to | Take his place as a member of this Committee (to
confirm scrutinise and correct if necessary the minutes of the
minutes Assembly).

Lord’s Supper | Lead worship and conduct the Lord’s Supper at the
annual Assembly communion service.

Duties of the Immediate-past (i.e. preceding) Moderator:

5:8 Take the chair and function as Moderator in the
temporary absence of the Moderator during the
Assembly or the Commission (5:40).

5:9 Assume the office of Moderator upon the death of the
Moderator.
5.10 Take the chair and function as Moderator in the

temporary absence of the Moderator due to iliness.
Clerkship Convener of the Committee (GAV 2015 Min 105).

Committee

Conciliation Convener of the Committee.

Committee
Report to Report to the Assembly regarding the past year as
Assembly moderator.

Take the chair | Take the chair during the report of a committee or
presbytery which the Moderator belongs to (e.g. see
GAV 2015, Min 23, 107)

Ad Hoc Sites | Convener of the Committee — though this is once-off
Reserve (GAV 2011 Min 91.6).
Committee

John Wilson
CONVENER
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EXIT STUDENTS COMMITTEE (Min. 60)

Membership of the committee varies each year with three permanent members:
Convener MDC, Director MDC and Principal PTC and the remaining members
coming from presbyteries who have exiting students for that year.

Appointments of the 2015 Exit Students were made in October last year after the
2015 GAV. They were as follows:

Brett Cummins to Wangaratta Regional Parish in Benalla Presbytery
Daniel Dixon to Williamstown in Melbourne West Presbytery
Stephen McDonald to Benalla Regional Parish in Benalla Presbytery

The committee received a commitment from the Presbytery of Melbourne East that
they would take responsibility for Daryl Jackson according to Code 4A:51 (Ordination
of Missionaries).

The committee is keen that parishes and presbyteries indicate at the earliest
opportunity that they intend to apply for an exit student. To that end, the committee
wrote to ministers and presbyteries several times early in the year to provide
information and a timeline for the 2016 year. Applications are generally due by late
May. If applications are slow or late in being received, the process of appointments is
at risk of delay.

This year, the committee consists of Rev lan Hutton (as MDC Convener), Rev Peter
Hastie (as PTC Principal), Rev Dr Robert Carner (as MDC Director) and 4
representatives of candidates’ sending presbyteries; Rev Michael Wishart (Flinders),
Rev Gerald Vanderwert (Maroondah), Rev Chris Siriweera (Melbourne East) and
Rev Nello Barbieri (Melbourne North). The ESC is dealing with the placement of 4
candidates; Andy Buchan, Cameron Griffiths, Greg Matthews and Joel
Mestry. Appointments have not yet been finalised at the time of writing.

lan Hutton
CONVENER
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MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (Min. 12)

At the 2015 GAV the Ministry Development Committee was authorised to bring a
report of the review of the MDC Director’s position to the May 2016 Commission of
Assembly.

Min 88.13
Grant permission to the MDC to bring a report of the Review of the MDC Director’'s
Position to the May 2016 Commission of Assembly.

The need for a review of the Director’s position was part of his terms of appointment
in 2011 when he was appointed by the Assembly for seven years from 1 January
2012. It should be emphasised that this review is simply part of the Director’s terms
of settlement and should not be interpreted as if the Director’s position was in doubt.

The GAV gave no guidelines or instructions as to how the review was to be done.
The MDC began to formulate how it would conduct this review after extensive
consultation across the church and para-church organisations. Because this was the
first review of this nature, no benchmarks or indicators had been set and so the key
aim of the review was to gain information as to whether the Director's Role
Description and the Committee’s regulations were being fulfilled by the Director. The
Director was asked to complete written answers to various questions aligned with his
role.

The MDC made a decision early in the process that it wanted to receive feedback
from outside of the Committee as well. Our presbyteries were surveyed with two
guestions which were intended to leave the ‘field open’ for presbyteries to have a say
in a reasonable and godly way. Instructions were included on what type of feedback
was appropriate. We received feedback from nine presbyteries. The Director also
had the opportunity to choose a colleague in ministry to provide feedback and two
members of the Committee were also surveyed confidentially.

A panel consisting of Convener MDC (Rev lan Hutton), one other member of the
MDC (Elder Dr Bruce Ellis) and one from outside the MDC (Rev John Wilson) was
formed to receive the completed questionnaires. This panel then conducted an
interview with the Director on 11 November 2015 with the aim of providing a report to
the MDC meeting on 25 November 2015.

The timing for the review in 2015 was delayed because of the Director’s operation
and health concerns in February 2015 and his subsequent return to work in early
May 2015. These delays had an impact on the timeline later in the year and resulted
in there being minimal time between the panel interview and when a report was due
to the MDC. Also there was a significant amount of material received and a number
of matters that needed a more considered approach. Subsequently the MDC
received a report from the panel which among other things recommended that the
MDC form its own sub-committee to have further discussions with the Director in
2016. | can report to you that this sub-committee has met and the MDC will continue
discussions with the Director upon his return from leave in April 2016.

It will be of no surprise that some of the issues raised include the Director’'s Role
Description and the aims and purpose of the Committee as set out in its regulations.
The process has been drawn out but we believe it will be beneficial to the Committee,
the Director and the wider Church.

lan Hutton
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MAINTENANCE OF THE MINISTRY COMMITTEE (Min. 13)
The Committee reports the following matters to the Commission of Assembly 2016:

1. COMMITTEE
Your Committee continues to meet in Melton following the October 2015 General
Assembly and notes that there are no changes of membership:
e Mr Reg Butcher continues as our Registrar.
e Annual Parish Report forms should be transmitted to Mr Butcher in the first
instance.
e Continuing members are Rev Keith Allen, Rev Mark Crabb, Mr Reg Butcher,
Robert Taylor and Dennis Wright (Convener).
e Your Committee has met regularly throughout the year.

2. DECLARATION OF TERMS OF SETTLEMENT

Again your Committee notes that there are many parishes who are yet to submit
Annual Parish Report forms as at 31 March 2016. In order to have Terms of
Settlement declared, parishes are reminded that the last date for lodgment is 28
February. We continue to remind presbyteries to be more vigilant in following up
outstanding Annual Parish Reports and in checking their accuracy.

3. ANNUAL PARISH REPORTS

Parishes and presbyteries should be aware that approval of Grants and Subsidies is
dependent upon the lodgment of the Annual Parish Report, which is a requirement
for all Parishes, Appointment Parishes and Home Mission Stations. The overall
quality of figures presented is improving slowly, though some confusion still occurs
with Federal Parishes. We note that there is still some difficulty in the presentation
and verification of budget figures. We urge all presbyteries to be more pro-active and
rigorous in the collection and assessment of Annual Parish Reports, and again ask
that presbyteries appoint a Registrar/Committee whose task it is to facilitate this.
Your Committee recognises that many parishes do not have suitably qualified
Treasurers and Administrators and require assistance from the Presbytery and this
Committee. Our Registrar and Convener are available to assist parishes. We are
continuing to endeavor to produce a more user friendly Annual Parish Report in
paper and electronic form.

4. LONG SERVICE LEAVE (and LSL LEVY)

Your Committee stated in its report to Assembly that the LSL Fund was in crisis and
had lost $105,561 in the 14/15 year, and that we would report back to this
Commission regarding the outcome of our efforts, since the end of the Assembly, in
seeking compliance to the PCV's rules and regulations regarding the taking of LSL.
We report that the same problems continue to exist, thus exerting the same
pressures on the LSL Fund as previously reported.

Your Committee recommends the continuance of the LSL Levy at $350 per parish
per minister per annum, but we refer you to our previous comments in regard to
presbyteries not giving enough consideration to minister's LSL entitlements and the
proper taking of that leave. In view of those comments and claims made on the LSL
Fund for persons not previously advised to our Committee, we believe that the LSL
Levy will need to be increased sooner rather than later, and to a figure approximating
$1,000 per minister per parish!
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5. NON CASH BENEFITS (NCB’s) and REPORTING to the ACNC

Your Committee reminds Assembly that, even though the current Federal
Government intends to take no action on the Non Cash Benefits exemption and the
charitable definition of churches, we should appreciate these benefits and adhere to
the spirit of the laws of the land that allow us these concessions. In particular, each
congregation must ensure that it has lodged its Annual Information Statement (AIS)
to the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) in order to
maintain charitable tax benefits which include the tax exemption on the minister’s
NCB'’s.

6. SUPERANNUATION
Your Committee recommends that the rate of parish contribution to the PCV
Superannuation Fund remains at 15% of actual remuneration.

7. MINISTER'S REMUNERATION
Your Committee submits the following to the Assembly:

An increase of 2.0% of base stipend (not including NCB) bringing total base
remuneration up to $52,824, with NCB balancing:

STIPEND: $34,572.00 NCB: $18,252.00 TOTAL: $52,824.00

8. FUEL PRICES

Your Committee believes there are continuing positive effects for oil prices in
Australia. We note that fuel costs have not increased, and in fact have decreased
over the past six months. We recommend no increase in excess travel, the rate
remaining at 49 cents per kilometer.

9. SUPPLY PREACHING FEES
In accordance with the above we recommend:
e Supply preaching fees increase by 2.0%; and
e Travel reimbursement for Supply preachers remains at 49 cents per kilometre.

Our grateful thanks go to the PCV General Manager and the Office Staff for all their
assistance given to the Convener and the Committee.

Dennis K Wright
CONVENER
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NOMINATIONS FOR MODERATOR-DESIGNATE (Min. 6)

The following nominations for the position of Moderator-Designate 2016 have been
received:

Rev Kyung Rae Ee (minister, Shepparton): presbyteries of Melbourne East and
Flinders;

Rev Robert Weymouth White (retired minister): presbyteries of Geelong and
Melbourne North.

John P Wilson
CLERK OF ASSEMBLY
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SELECTION COMMITTEE REPORT (Min. 15)

The Selection Committee has continued to work. The Committee was tasked with the
following:

That the Assembly:

1. Call for volunteers for the position of Presbyterian representative on the Victorian
Government's Multifaith Advisory Group (MAG) to make their desire known to the
Selection Committee.

2. Direct the Selection Committee, on behalf of the Assembly, to make the
appointment and notify the Department of Premier accordingly.

3. Direct the attention of the appointed Presbyterian representative to MAG to
Assembly resolutions GAV 2001, Min 47.6-8, and also GAV 2009, Min 27.6.

4. Direct the appointed Presbyterian representative to MAG to report annually to the
General Assembly through the Church and Nation Committee.

The motion was seconded and approved. Min 123 (GAV 2015)

The Selection Committee has appointed Rev G Bradbeer as the Presbyterian
representative to the Victorian Government’s Multifaith Advisory Group (MAG).

General Assembly of Australia 2016

This year the General Assembly of Australia (GAA) will meet in September. The GAV
is required to elect one minister and one elder for every sixteen ‘Sanctioned Charges’
or portion thereof. The definition of ‘Sanctioned Charges’ in the GAA code was
sought from the GAA Clerk.

[GAA CODE 1.4] Each State Assembly shall elect one minister and one elder for every
sixteen Sanctioned Charges or portion thereof within its bounds. A State Assembly
may elect alternates to take the place of a member who may be unable to attend. The
Clerk of the State Assembly shall notify the Clerk in writing prior to the opening of the
General Assembly of the commissioners from that State Assembly

After consultation with the Clerk of Assembly it was determined that the PCV is
entitled to 4 Ministers and 4 Elders as we have 61 ‘Sanctioned Charges’ according to
the definition provided by the GAA Clerk.

Nominations for GAA Commissioners
Ministers [4]: Moderator, Moderator Designate, Deputy Clerk, Business Convener
Alternates [4]: Rev D Palmer, Rev Dr R Carner, Rev D Brown, Rev A Bray

Elders [4]: Mr D Wright, Mr R Butcher, Mr E Papajcsik, Mr B Nelson
Alternates [4]:

Cameron Garrett
CONVENER
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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE (Min. 7)

Throughout the first months of this year, the Committee has dealt mainly with matters
of budgetary design for 2017 and beyond, has sought to bring the Strategic Review
of the College to a conclusion, and is bringing forward plans and costs for the
College Library additions.

Consultations with the General Manager and the Board of Investment and Finance
have resulted in a substantially more satisfactory budget for College operation. The
Committee records its appreciation to the BIF for the increased distributions from
income. We believe the new arrangements will make the administration of the wide
range of College events and activities much less fraught with financial anxiety.

With respect to bursaries, the funds available for distribution to candidates are now at
a level where the Committee feels more confident that students’ living arrangements
will be less pressured, and, we trust, with favourable results in their ability to
concentrate on the long-term matters of rewarding studies.

The Strategic Review process reached its conclusion in February, under the
guidance of facilitator Mr Stuarte Kerdell. The review has involved a comprehensive
look at many functions of the College, including governance, clarification of goals and
directions, and financial administration. The review involved surveys of faculty,
students, and over 50 ministers and various church bodies. The comments helped to
provide a view of how the College is seen by stake-holders and how well the church
at large understands the role of the College and relates to its ministry.

The Committee has canvassed ideas for how the College can better assist students
from outside our Presbyterian denomination, as well as our potential for training
students from overseas, especially Asia. We have also given thought as to how we
can assist other ministries such as overseas mission work and cross-cultural mission.
The surveys revealed a desire in some areas of the state for the College to consider
assistance in ministries such as eldership training, teacher training, women’s
ministries and others.

This review has involved many hours of meetings and discussion. The Committee
has adopted the review report, and is now engaged in interacting with its
recommendations. It has proven impracticable, in terms of the time available, to be
able to shape the recommendations into deliverances that we could bring to this
Commission. Potential deliverances require further consultations with the Clerk of
Assembly, the Church Office, and the BIF/Trusts Corporation. It is proposed that the
Strategic Review report will be circulated, and brought to the October Assembly, with
at least some policy and program deliverances for consideration by the church. The
Committee requests prayer as proposals are shaped, so that benefit and blessing
may result for the church in the future.

The need for Library extension has been a major matter of Committee business since
the last Assembly. Three architects have been engaged to submit proposals and
estimates, and this has involved fairly extensive consultation with these parties. The
Committee is now in possession of various ideas about use of the site, but has felt
the need to consider the entire site before adopting any particular plan, so as to avoid
compromising ways in which the site might be developed in future. A master plan for
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the site is currently in development. The Committee hopes to be in a position to bring
developed plans and impressions to the Assembly in October.

In discussions with the General Manager, a proposal has emerged to at least partially
fund the project through an appeal. In view of the fact that bursary funds are now
adequately provided for from within the church, an appeal for the Library rather than
bursaries seems a sensible approach. Donations to such an appeal would be tax
deductible, and therefore clear of the deductibility issues that so vexed the
Committee in dealing with the bursary matter.

We are pleased to report that the College Graduation and Commencement Service
was held on Friday 4 March, in the Assembly Hall, Collins Street. We are indebted to
Scots’ Church for their generosity and hospitality for the occasion. The Moderator-
General, Rt Rev David Cook, was the guest preacher on the evening. Ten students
graduated with various ACT awards, and five Presbyterian candidates received the
PTC Diploma. Four students were placed in exit appointments: Brett Cummins
(Wangaratta-Yarrawonga), Daniel Dixon (Williamstown), Daryl Jackson (Reservoir)
and Stephen McDonald (Benalla).

The Ministry Conference was held from 15-17 March. It was based on the theme
Preaching Matters. Our guest speakers were David Cook, Simon Manchester (St
Thomas Anglican Church, North Sydney) and Charlie Skrine (St Helen’s,
Bishopsgate, London). Over one hundred guests attended. The survey information
we received on the conference was very positive. The 2017 Conference will also be
held in March and is organised around the theme Preaching Evangelistically.

We are still waiting for the Department of Immigration & Border Protection to advise
us on the success of Dr Trevor Burke’s application for a 457 Visa. The application,
which is quite complicated and requires considerable information, was lodged in mid-
December 2015. The Department advised us on Monday 21 March, that they had
approved the Presbyterian Church of Victoria as a sponsor. There are several other
stages that must be processed first before Dr Burke receives confirmation that he is
eligible for a 457 Visa. Please pray that there will no further unnecessary delays.

Neil Benfell
CONVENER
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RECEIVED
Presbyterian Church of Australia 5 ;5

COMMUNICATION 1 (Min. 14)

To: The Clerks of State Assemblies

From: The Clerk of Assembly

Subject: Commissioners to the 2016 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia
Date: 15 January 2016

The Forty-Ninth Session of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia will
commence in Sydney on Monday 12" September 2016 at 7.00 pm.

Under Article 1.3 of the Articles of Agreement, membership of the Assembly consists of:
(a) An equal number of ministers and elders elected pursuant to Articles 1.4 and 1.5;

(b) The Officers of the General Assembly as appointed pursuant to Article 1.7
(anyone who is not a minister or elder does not have the power to vote);

(©) Past Moderators of the General Assembly.
Article 1.5 further prescribes:

Each State Assembly shall elect one Minister and one Elder for every sixteen Sanctioned
Charges or portion thereof within its bounds. A State Assembly may elect alternatives to
take the place of a member who may be unable to attend. The Clerk of the State Assembly
shall notify the Clerk in writing prior to the opening of the General Assembly of the
commissioners from that State Assembly.

Would you please advise me of the names of the Commissioners AND their addresses before
Thursday 30™ June, 2016.

Hreica Mledly

Bruce Meller
Clerk of Assembly

168 CHALMERS STREET, SURRY HILLS NSW 2010 | PO BOX 2196, STRAWBERRY HILLS NSW 2012
Telephone: (02) 9690 9371 | Facsimile: (02) 9310 2148 | Fggmilz assembly@pcnsw.org.au | Web: www.pcnsw.org.au
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OVERTURE 1 (Min. 8)

From: Presbytery of Maroondah
Re: Acceptance and Oversight of Candidates for the Ministry

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

In the light of:

a)

b)

d)

f)

the responsibility given to each presbytery to exercise every care in the matter of
a candidate’s application for the ministry, and to satisfy itself as to the applicant’s
Christian character and conviction (TEC Regulations 5.b.);

the presbytery’s responsibility of ascertaining on all grounds whether an applicant
is a suitable person to become a candidate for the ministry (GAV Code 4:33);

the presbytery’s duty of care towards the whole church and the applicant as it
considers how it might assess the applicant’'s capacity to appropriately deal with
the stresses of local church ministry, and if married, their ability to cope with that
stress as a couple;

the presbytery’s duty of care towards each applicant as it considers how it might
care for and mentor that person as they progress through college and out into
ministry;

the considerable resources that are expended in the training of each candidate;
the distinct advantages of a psychosocial assessment being undertaken by an

appropriately qualified Christian that takes into account the applicant’s and his
wife’s faith journeys, mental health, personal and family history;

Now therefore the Maroondah Presbytery humbly overtures that the Assembly:

Take these premises into consideration and form an ad hoc committee
called the Assessment of Candidates Committee consisting of the
Principal, Presbyterian Theological College (Convener), a member of
the Theological Education Committee (not a faculty member) and a
representative of each presbytery to investigate suitable assessment
options of the potential candidates and bring a preliminary report to the
2016 Commission of Assembly and recommendations and funding
proposals to the 2016 General Assembly

or do otherwise as in their wisdom they may consider appropriate.

Signed:

Douglas Fraser
PRESBYTERY CLERK

Dated: 12 August 2015

Rev Matt James and Rev Dean Carroll were appointed to state the overture.
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OVERTURE 2 (Min. 17)

From: Presbytery of Melbourne North
Re: PCV and honorific titles

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.
In the light of:

a) the general custom within the PCV to use special titles for moderators, such as
the RIGHT REV during their term of office;

b) the general custom that moderators of the General Assembly of Australia are
addressed as the VERY REV after their term of office;

c) presbytery research noting that these extra honorific titles are inherited from the
Church of Scotland, noting especially:

a reliable polity reference for the Church of Scotland (Cox’s Practice and
Procedure), p. 795...

‘In 1895 Her Majesty Queen Victoria issued an order that, in the English Table
of Precedence, the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland should take his place after the Bishops of the Church of England
and before barons. Consequential on this the title “Right Reverend” seems to
have been informally adopted.

In 1904, on the recommendation of the Secretary of State for Scotland, His
Majesty King Edward VII granted to the Moderator of the General Assembly
precedence, in Scotland and during his term of office, next after the Lord
Chancellor of Great Britain.

In 1910 the Scottish Office decided that the designations “Right Reverend” for
Moderators and “Very Reverend” for ex-Moderators should be officially
recognised.’

d) presbytery’s conclusion drawn from this research that the origin for these titles
comes from within the context of seating preferences at royal banquets; that it
was introduced so that Presbyterian moderators would not be seated too far
‘down the line’ from Church of England bishops;

e) Christ’s teaching and warning to be careful how we address people and how we
attribute honorific titles (the warning of Jesus concerns the love of places of
honour and honorific titles like Master, Father and Teacher);

f) presbytery’s questions: What does that mean to have such titles in front of our
name?; and, What does it convey to those outside the church, or outside
Presbyterianism?;

g) the words of Christ in Matthew 23:6,7 that seem to speak to this matter.

Now therefore the Presbytery of Melbourne North humbly overtures the General
Assembly, to take these premises into consideration, and declare that:
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it should not be considered obligatory for moderators to accept the
gratuitous honorific titles given to Moderators and past-Moderators
such as Right Reverend and Very Reverend

or do otherwise as in their wisdom they may consider appropriate.

Signed:

John Wilson
PRESBYTERY CLERK

Dated: 19 May 2015

Rev John Wilson and Rev Don Elliott were appointed to state the overture.
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PETITION 1 (Min. 18)

Presbytery of Geelong
St George’s Geelong Presbyterian Church

To the Commission of Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

This petition shows that:

a) No worship services or church activities have been held at St George’s Geelong
Presbyterian Church since 31 January 2015.

b) The dissolution of St George’s Geelong Presbyterian Church is an emergent
matter that the Presbytery considers to be urgent, and in need of executive action
in accordance with rule 5:39c.

c) The issues leading to the assessment of emergent and urgent status are as
follows:
i) Security of the premises

The property is on the most major open corner site in Geelong but has
considerable blind spots that cannot be seen from the roads or footpaths.

It does not have fencing around the entire property, in particular the Church
and the Hall.

It is prone to vagrants locating themselves in doorways to sleep, with
potential for break-ins and hostility.

Due to its vacant state, insurance costs are approximately $15,000 per
annum, with a huge $10,000 excess.

A security company has been engaged to carry out random inspections. If
anything is highlighted, the two assessor elders with access need to travel
from Bannockburn (25 kilometres each way to deal with the issue).

The manse currently has a young family in residence for a nominal
donation and their presence is recognised by the Insurance Company,
however we cannot expect them to put themselves at risk to protect the

property.

i) The need for major restoration and upkeep

The Stonemason’s report indicated a minimum restoration cost for the
church alone at $2.6 million. It is estimated that the manse could be
another $330,000-500,000 plus for restoration. The Hall has not been
quoted but could easily be another $500,000 plus for renovations.

With the type of stone involved and Heritage requirements, this restoration
may well be required again in about 30 years.

To prevent further needless deterioration in accordance with the
Stonemason’s report, immediate make safe works to an amount of
approximately $7,500 are required for the church (a more extensive and
longer lasting version of the make safe works would cost $138,000).
Immediate make safe works are also required to a heritage listed fence
bordering the manse and council footpath to prevent it falling.

Annual stone inspections are required of the church and manse with any
immediate remedial work to be done to ensure safety.

The Insurance Company has completed a full assessment and determined
that considerable works should be undertaken to minimise risk.
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Ongoing maintenance repairs to maintain the interior of the buildings which
are showing signs of ageing (windows, electrical, plumbing, sewerage,
etc).

Garden and manse maintenance is also a constant and costly issue.

iii) The ongoing need for Assessor elders

The continued need of five assessor elders with one local elder who carry
out the full requirements of the eldership and the Board of Management.

In a presbytery with soon to be only two inducted ministers and several
ministers emeritus, a combination of age, sickness and busy parish and
presbytery work makes the St George’s assessor work very onerous.

They have an ageing non-elder Session and Board Clerk, now attending
another parish, graciously undertaking these duties, but who desires to be
released from these roles and no-one with the time capacity to take it on.

A local Board of Management is not possible as most members preferred
to disperse to non-Presbyterian churches and even when there was a
Board they could not provide many active workers, with most of the load
falling on the Elders and the Clerk.

Assessors being Rev Andrew Bray, Rev Darren Middleton, Mr Bert
Stasse and Mr Alan Helyar with Mr Peter Anderson as the local elder, with
only two of these men below the age of 70.

Now therefore the Presbytery of Geelong humbly petitions the Commission of
Assembly to take these premises into consideration and to dissolve the St George’s
Geelong congregation based on the following:

In February 2016, more than 12 months will have elapsed since a
regular authorised service was held on the property.

To prevent needless deterioration.

The continuing need for security surveillance on a vacant property.
The heavy draw on manpower which could be directed to more
meaningful ministry.

The cost of maintaining the vacant buildings.

Furthermore, if this request is agreed to, the Presbytery of Geelong
seeks permission to sell the property of the dissolved St George’s
Geelong congregation, namely the site contained in Certificate of Title
Volume: 3299 Folio: 659786, the land on which stands church, hall,
manse and car park, being two acres bounded in part by Little Malop
Street, Latrobe Terrace and Ryrie Street, Geelong, in accord with BIF
regulations, the proceeds of such sale to be used for the furtherance of
gospel ministry as the Presbytery shall determine

or do otherwise as in their wisdom they may consider appropriate.

Signed: @

Bert Stass
PRESBYTERY CLERK

Dated: 9 December 2015

Rev D Middleton and Rev A Bray were appointed to present the petition.
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
15! Sitting: Monday 3 October (pm)

At Melbourne, and within The Scots’ Church, Monday 3 October 2016 at 7:30pm.

1. Constitution

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met by appointment of the
last Assembly (BB 2015 min. 129).

The Moderator, Rev David Brown, constituted the Assembly with prayer.

2. Roll

The Clerk laid on the table the certified rolls of presbyteries and the Roll of Assembly
compiled from them and moved that it be given interim authority and be submitted for
confirmation at the 2" sitting.

The motion was seconded and approved.

3. Apologies
The Clerk noted the apologies as follows:
Ministers:
For all sittings: Keith Allen, Keith Bell, Anthony Bird, Robert Boan, Graham Bradbeer,
Ken Brown, Dallas Clarnette, James Playfoot; Paul Ridgewell, Gary Stephens, Andrew
Venn.
For this sitting: Chris Dean, Neil Harvey, Grant Lawry, Andrew Slater, Andrew Vines.
Elders:
For all sittings: Rob Herweynen, Ralph Kop, Norm Sharp, Robert Taylor, Maitland
Vertigan, Peter Winstanley, Anton Zirngast.
For this sitting: Tom Guilford, Endre Papajcsik, Bert Stasse.
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

4. Assembly Papers
The Clerk laid on the table Assembly Papers 4 and 5, and Assembly Paper C, together
with the agenda for the 2" sitting.

5. Election of Moderator
The Clerk intimated that Rev Robert Weymouth White, retired minister, had been
elected as Moderator Designate of this General Assembly by the Commission of
Assembly in May 2016. (min. 9)
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Appoint Rev Robert Weymouth White, retired minister, as Moderator of the 2016
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.
The motion was seconded and approved.

The Moderator put the moderatorial questions to Mr White, inducted him into his office
with prayer, and, together with the ex-moderators, gave him the right hand of fellowship.
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The Moderator signed the Assembly Bible, which has been signed by every Moderator
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria since its formation in
1859.

The Moderator addressed the Assembly.

6. Worship
The Moderator, Rev Robert White, conducted public worship, and preached the
occasional sermon, ‘Who Do You Think You Are’, based on 1 Peter 2:4-10.

7. Adjournment

The Assembly adjourned to meet at 9:30am on Tuesday 4 October 2016 in The Scots’
Church Melbourne and thereafter in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall,
156 Collins Street Melbourne, which, having been duly intimated, the Moderator closed
the sitting with the benediction.

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
2"4 Sitting: Tuesday 4 October (am)

At Melbourne, and within The Scots’ Church, and afterwards in the Werner Brodbeck
Hall within the Assembly Hall, Tuesday 4 October 2016 at 9:30am.

8. Communion Service and Constitution

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator, Rev Robert White, constituted the Assembly with prayer,
led Assembly in worship and conducted the Lord’s Supper. The Assembly Expositor,
Rev Peter Adam, led the Assembly in the first of his Assembly expositions, ‘Paul’s
message to the Colossians’, based on Colossians 1:1-29.

9. Roll

The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Declare that the names recorded in the Roll of Assembly, compiled from the certified
rolls of presbyteries, be the Roll of the 2016 General Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

10. Apologies
The Clerk noted the apologies as follows:
Ministers:
For this sitting: Chris Duke, Neil Harvey.
Elders:
For this sitting: Endre Papaijcsik.
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

11.  Associations
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Associate the following for all sittings:
1.  Rev Kevin Murray, member of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia in New South Wales.
2. Rev David Cook, member of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
of Australia in New South Wales.
The motion was seconded and approved.

12. Welcomes
The Moderator welcomed members of the Assembly.

13. Business Committee

The report of the Business Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev Dean Carroll, moved the deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1-7 were approved.
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The Clerk moved a new clause 8 as follows:
That the Assembly:

8. Permit the Privacy Officer to be present in the Assembly and give advice
(including when meeting in private) whenever an issue of privacy is to be
discussed.

The motion was seconded and approved.
Clauses 9-11 (new numbering) were approved.
Clause 12 (new numbering) was approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:

That the Assembly:
1. Determine that the hours of meeting be:

First Sitting Monday 3 October, 7:30pm
Second Sitting Tuesday 4 October, 9:30am to 5:30pm
Third Sitting Tuesday 4 October, 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Fourth Sitting Wednesday 5 October, 9:30am to 5:30pm
Fifth Sitting Wednesday 5 October, 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Sixth Sitting Thursday 6 October, 9:30am to the finish of business

2. Determine that lunch be taken daily from 12:30pm to 2:00pm, that refreshments
be taken daily from 3:30pm to 3:50pm, and that a dinner break be taken on
Thursday from 5:30pm to 6:30pm, as necessary.

3. Determine the time for speakers to be as follows:

20 minutes in total for:
Conveners and seconders moving deliverances as a whole
Petitioners—stating the petition
Appellants—stating the appeal
Respondents to appeals
Question time

15 minutes in total for:
Overturists—stating the overture

5 minutes for:
Appellants in reply
Movers of substantive motions and amendments
All other speakers.

4. Appoint a Ballot Committee for the Assembly consisting of:

Ministers: Andrew Vines (Convener), Luke Brownley, Adam Humphries
Elders: Bert Stasse, Doug Fraser

5.  Permit Committee Conveners and Chairpersons who are not members of the
Assembly to address the Assembly when their respective Committee’s report
and deliverance is before the Assembly.

6. Permit the General Manager to be present in the Assembly (including when
meeting in private) and to answer questions during any question time that
relates to his areas of management.

7. Permit the Law Agent to remain in the Assembly during all sittings, including
when meeting in private, so that he may give legal advice as required.

8. Permit the Privacy Officer to be present in the Assembly and give advice
(including when meeting in private) whenever an issue of privacy is to be
discussed.

9. Permit Mr Les Oliver, Church Architect, to be present in the Assembly and to
answer questions during the report of the Building and Property Committee.
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10. Encourage Assembly members to attend the remaining Assembly prayer
meetings on Wednesday and Thursday mornings at 8:30am in the Robert White
Meeting Room.

11. Approve generally the outline of business as given in the report.

12. Approve the Order of Business for the second sitting, Tuesday 4 October, 2016.

The motion was seconded and approved.

14. Minutes of the Previous Sitting
The Clerk laid on the table the minutes of the 1% sitting.

15.  Minutes of the May 2016 Commission of Assembly

The Clerk laid on the table the minutes of the Commission of Assembly, held Tuesday 3
May 2016, and moved that they be received.

The motion was seconded and approved.

16. New Members

New members of the Assembly were introduced to the Moderator.

The Moderator welcomed the new members to the Assembly and led the Assembly in
prayer for them.

17.  Ministerial and Elders’ Jubilees
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:

1.  Note with appreciation, and place on record, the faithful service of Mr Colin
Baker as an elder within the parish of Moorabool, serving the church for 50
years since ordination, and noting his status as elder emeritus due to health
reasons.

2. Note with appreciation, and place on record, the faithful service of Rev John M
Cromarty as an ordained minister for 40 years since his ordination by the
Southern Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia in 1976.

The motion was seconded and approved.
The Moderator led the Assembly in prayer.

18.  Ministerial and Elders’ Deaths
The Clerk reported that Rev Henry Arthur Stamp and Elder Rex Hughston McCarron
had died since the last meeting of Assembly.
(1) The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Note the passing of Rev Arthur Stamp, and place on record the following as a tribute:

Arthur Stamp (1919-2016)

Henry Arthur Stamp was born September 1919, in Cairns. Arthur left school
early and worked at cabinet making in the Queensland Railways, and then
the next six years as an accountant and a commercial studies school
teacher.

Arthur credited his introduction to Christian faith to his mother's gentle
teaching and her reading to him books by scholars on biblical topics. Both
parents were Christian and Arthur attended Sunday school every Sunday
from Kindergarten to Bible class and later leadership positions in the PFA. In
1941, he responded to God’s call to the ministry.
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Following a BA in Qld, he then moved to Victoria to study at Ormond College
for a BD. Further studies took place at Cambridge University where he
studied Church History, Hebrew, Aramaic and Syriac.

Arthur Stamp served the Presbyterian Church of Victoria as minister to Port
Fairy Presbyterian Church, lecturer in Old Testament, language and
exegesis at Ormond College, Ringwood Scots church until 1977, and then
minister at Heathmont Presbyterian church from which he retired in 1985.

Arthur was always interested in people. He had a phenomenal memory and
extraordinary eye for detail.

Underpinning Arthur’'s ministry were themes of justice, kindness, Christian
love, the gospel, freedom, and basic human dignity, education and health for
every human being.

He loved God’s beauty in nature and adored the innate beauty of nature as
created by God.

Arthur Stamp’s ministry touched many lives. He loved the Presbyterian
Church and worked diligently for this General Assembly on many
committees and also served as its Moderator.

The motion was seconded and approved.
Dissent:
Rev Mark Crabb (see also min 29)
(2) The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Note the passing of Elder Rex McCarron and place on record the following as a tribute:

Rex McCarron (1933-2016)

Rex Hughston McCarron died peacefully at the age of 83, his Lord
graciously sparing him from further struggles with cardiac problems and
cancer.

Rex was raised in a Christian home with strong Presbyterian and
Covenanter connections. The McCarron family were founding members of
the Caringbah Presbyterian Church near Sydney, where Rex ministered for
38 years as a Sunday school teacher, youth leader and, from 1963, as an
elder.

After retiring from radiography he moved to Rosebud where he tirelessly
served as Session Clerk in the Dromana/Mornington parish until his death
(serving altogether for 53 years as an elder). During this time, he also
faithfully served in the Flinders Presbytery and as GAV and GAA
representative.

Rex never married but spent his energies caring for others: the brethren, the

poor and needy, and the Lord’s creation especially his German Shepherd
dogs. Like Nathanial, Rex was a man without guile.
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We thank the Lord for Rex’s earthly life of devoted, humble service to His
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The motion was seconded and approved.

19.

Royal and Loyal addresses

The Clerk moved the Royal and Loyal addresses, as follows:
(1) The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:

1.

Send the following address through the Governor of Victoria to her majesty,
Queen Elizabeth 2:

“To the Queen’s most excellent majesty. May it please your majesty: We,
the members of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria, now convened in Melbourne on 3 October 2016, respectfully renew
our expression of loyalty to your majesty’s person and to the throne.

We are mindful of the responsibilities laid upon you by the duties of your
majesty’s high office as Queen of Australia. Therefore we, in our General
Assembly, in our local congregations and in our private devotions, pray that
the Sovereign Triune God will by his Holy Spirit grant your majesty every
grace needful for discharging the duties of your office.

We congratulate you that you have now served longer than any previous
English monarch. The prayer of the Royal Anthem is being answered: “Long
to reign over us ...”

We give thanks to God that you have not shrunk back from Christian
witness, especially during your Christmas broadcasts. We humbly ask that
you join with us in praying for the work of the Christian gospel in this land -
that we will be able to “live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness” (1 Timothy 2:2).

We, the ministers and elders of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
representing the congregations of our people, pledge ourselves to continue
to work under your leadership for the common good in Australia and for the
glory of God, through Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) Rev Ivan Barker moved:

That the Assembly:

Following the Royal Address, sing two verses of God Save the Queen.
The motion was seconded and approved.

(3) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:

Send greetings to the Victorian Premier, Hon Daniel Andrews, to the Legislative
Assembly and Legislative Council, with assurances of the regular prayers of the
members of this General Assembly, and also of the people of our congregations, for
our parliamentary representatives in the exercise of their responsibilities.

The motion was seconded and approved.

20.

Board of Investment and Finance

The report of the Board of Investment and Finance was laid on the table and received.
The Chairman, Elder lain Bramley, moved the deliverance.
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It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1-3 were approved.

Rev David Palmer moved an additional clause 4.

That the Assembly:

4. Request that the BIF, in making recommendation to the 2017 Commission of

Assembly for the GMP program, will give consideration, in consultation with the
Rev David Palmer, to the inclusion of an item to fund a faculty chair at
Presbyterian Theological Seminary (PTS), Dehra Dun, India at a cost of
$10,000 to be adjusted annually according to movement in exchange rate and
CPI.

The motion was seconded and approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:

That the Assembly:
1. Approve the following honoraria:
Deputy Clerk $2,800
Business Convener $870
2. Approve that an Assembly Rate of zero be set for the 2016/17 year.
3. Commend those parishes and presbyteries which have fully subscribed their

allocations for the 2015/16 General Mission Program.

4. Request that the BIF, in making recommendation to the 2017 Commission of
Assembly for the GMP program, will give consideration, in consultation with the
Rev David Palmer, to the inclusion of an item to fund a faculty chair at
Presbyterian Theological Seminary (PTS), Dehra Dun, India at a cost of
$10,000 to be adjusted annually according to movement in exchange rate and
CPI.

The motion was seconded and approved.

21. Communication 3 — from Hawthorn Board of Management, re: building
insurance
Communication 3 was laid on the table and received.

22. Communication 4 — from The Scots’ Church Board of Management, re:
Assembly Hall litigation
The Business Convener moved that the communication be received.
The motion was seconded.
Rev Allan Harman asked the Moderator to rule on the competence of the
communication.
The Moderator ruled that the communication was competent.
Rev Adam Humphries moved:
That the Assembly:
Depart from the Moderator’s ruling.
The motion was seconded and disapproved.
The motion (to receive the communication) was approved.

23. Petition 4 — Chalmers (Auburn) Presbyterian Church, re: selling the manse
The petitioners were brought to the bar.

The petition was taken as read and received.

The petitioners stated the petition.

Questions were asked.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
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Grant the prayer of the petition.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(2) The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Noting congregational approval, agree to the sale of the Auburn Presbyterian Church
manse property at 15 Rathmines Road, East Hawthorn, subject to presbytery
approval.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(3) The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Agree that that part of the proceeds necessary may be applied for the purchase of
another suitable property to act as a manse, subject to all necessary congregational
and presbytery approvals.
The motion was seconded.
(4) Elder Colin Morrow moved:
That the Assembly:
Amend the motion by deleting the word ‘may’.
The amendment was seconded.
The Moderator was asked to rule on the competency of the amendment.
The Moderator ruled that the amendment was competent.
The amendment was disapproved.
The motion was approved.
(5) The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Agree that a further part of the proceeds may be applied to fund the necessary
renovation of the Auburn Church property at 14 Rathmines Road, subject to all
necessary congregational and presbytery approvals.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(6) The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Following the Board of Investment and Finance placing the remainder of the
proceeds, after deduction of costs, in Sites Reserve Fund, authorise payment of
interest earned to the Auburn Board for the costs of ministry for the five year period,
2017-2021, subject to presbytery approval of the Auburn Presbyterian Church’s five-
year strategic plan for revitalisation.
The motion was seconded.
(7) Rev Bob Thomas moved:
That the Assembly:
Amend the motion by replacing the word ‘interest’ with the word ‘income’.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(8) Rev Kevin Maxwell moved:
That the Assembly amend the motion by the replacement of the words ‘costs of ministry’
with the words ‘revitalisation costs of the parish’.
The amendment was seconded and approved.
(9) Elder Colin Morrow moved:
That the Assembly:
Amend the motion by the omission of the words ‘for the five year period, 2017-2021’
and the insertion in their place of the words ‘for a five year period’.
The amendment was seconded and approved.
The motion as amended was seconded and approved.
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Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:

1. Grant the prayer of the petition.

2. Noting congregational approval, agree to the sale of the Auburn Presbyterian
Church manse property at 15 Rathmines Road, East Hawthorn, subject to
presbytery approval.

3. Agree that that part of the proceeds necessary may be applied for the purchase
of another suitable property to act as a manse, subject to all necessary
congregational and presbytery approvals.

4. Agree that a further part of the proceeds may be applied to fund the necessary
renovation of the Auburn Church property in 14 Rathmines Road, subject to all
necessary congregational and presbytery approvals.

5. Following the Board of Investment and Finance placing the remainder of the
proceeds, after deduction of costs, in Sites Reserve Fund, authorise payment of
income earned to the Auburn Board for the revitalisation costs of the parish for
a five year period, subject to presbytery approval of the Auburn Presbyterian
Church’s five-year strategic plan for revitalisation.

The Moderator advised the petitioners of their right of appeal.
The Moderator removed the parties from the bar.

24. Trusts Corporation

The report of the Trusts Corporation was laid on the table and received.
The Business Convener moved that it be received.

The motion was seconded.

The business was adjourned to take up the fixed order of the day. (min 27)

25. Christian Education and Nurture Committee

The report of the Christian Education and Nurture committee was laid on the table and
received.

The Convener, Rev Matt James, moved the deliverance.

That the Assembly:
1. Give thanks to God for the harmonious working relationships evident within the
committee.

2. Thank Mrs Mairi Girgis and the Women's Ministries Victoria team for their work
organising the National Presbyterian Women's Conference.
3. Thank Mrs Lilly Suraj for her work as the PYV administration officer over the last
year.
4. Give thanks to God for the work of the PYV council and its convener Mr Nic
Bilyj.
5. Give thanks to God for the work of the Youth Ministries Director, Rev Brian
Harvey.
6. Pray for Rev Brian Harvey as he provides direction for youth ministries in the
PCV.
The motion was seconded and approved.
The Moderator’'s Chaplain Rev Rod Waterhouse led in prayer for the work of CENC and
especially the work of PYV.

26. Ad hoc Committee on Development of Presbyterian Christian Schooling in
Victoria

The report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Development of Presbyterian Christian

Schooling in Victoria was laid on the table and received.
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The Convener, Mr James Bligh, addressed the Assembly.

The Business Convener moved:

That the Assembly:
Thank and discharge the ad hoc Committee on Development of Presbyterian
Christian Schooling in Victoria, noting the work done to date is to be retained for
possible future use.

The motion was seconded and approved.

27.

5.

28.

29.

Trusts Corporation (min. 24)

The business was resumed.

The motion to receive the report was approved.

The Convener, Elder lain Bramley, moved the deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1-4 were approved.

Clause 5 was seconded and disapproved.

Rev Graham Nicholson moved:

That the Assembly:

Note the response from the Hawthorn Board, that it believes that it has sufficient
insurance cover for the Church building in the event of either a partial loss or a
total loss.

Note that in arriving at its insurance valuations for the Hawthorn Church
Building, the Board has taken into consideration the following:

a.

b.

C.

that a total loss would release the congregation from the requirement to
meet Heritage regulations; and

that the existing church stands on land of approximately 2,000 square
metres and has a seating capacity of 600; and

that when rebuilding after a total loss, the current building regulations
would need to be met; and

that the current regulation on parking requirements for a new church
building would require the congregation to construct a building
considerably smaller than the existing one; and

there can be no prior assurance taken by the Church or any other party
that the Council would vary the parking requirements if the church was to
erect a new building on the site;

so that in the event of a total loss, the congregation would be required to build a
church that seated only as many people as it would be able to provide on-site
parking for. This would clearly require a much smaller building.

The motion was seconded and approved.

The business was adjourned to take up the fixed order of the day (min 36).

Archivist

The Archivist’s report was laid on the table and received.

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Chris Palmer, PCV Archivist, to the Assembly.

Mrs Palmer addressed the Assembly on the work of the Archive.

Moderator’'s Chaplain Rev Rod Waterhouse led the Assembly in prayer for the Archivist
and the work of the Archive.

Reasons for Dissent — minute 18(1)

It was agreed to sit in private.

The Clerk read the reasons submitted by Rev Mark Crabb at the time of his dissent.
It was agreed that the reasons be kept in a record apart.

It was agreed to resume sitting in open court.
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30. Adjournment
The Assembly adjourned to meet at 7:00pm on Tuesday 4 October 2016, which, having
been duly intimated, the Moderator closed the sitting with the benediction.

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
3" Sitting: Tuesday 4 October (pm)

At Melbourne, and in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall, Tuesday 4
October 2016 at 7:00pm.

31.  Constitution

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met pursuant to
adjournment. Moderator’'s Chaplain, Rev Stuart Withers, led the Assembly in worship
with a reading of Revelation 14:1-4 and constituted the Assembly with prayer and the
singing of a hymn.

32. Apologies
The Deputy Clerk noted the apologies as follows:
Ministers:
For this sitting: Marvin Hagans, Neil Harvey, Andrew Slater.
Elders:
For this sitting: John Angelico, Geoff Cross, Tom Guilford, Endre Papajcsik.
The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

33. Business Committee

The Business Convener, Rev Dean Carroll, laid on the table a proposed agenda and
moved that it be approved.

The motion was seconded and approved.

34. Minutes of the Previous Sitting
The Deputy Clerk laid on the table the minutes of the 2" Sitting.

35. Building and Property Committee

The report of the Building and Property Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev Peter Phillips, moved the deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1 and 2 were approved.

Clauses 3 and 4 were approved.

Clauses 5-7 were approved.

The deliverance as a whole was moved:

1. Thank the Church Architect, Mr Les Oliver, for his valued service to the
committee and to the congregations and boards of the church.

2. Thank Mrs Jenny Bell for her much appreciated contribution to the work of the
committee both as a member of the committee and as an advisor to it.

3. Approve the ‘Checklist Survey for Existing Manses’ document.

4. Approve the ‘Maintenance and Upgrade of Existing Manses 2016’ document.

5.  Commend the ‘Maintenance and Upgrade of Existing Manses 2016’ document
and the ‘Checklist Survey for Existing Manses’ documents to boards as useful
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helps to their fulfilling their responsibilities in regard to both their manses and
their ministers.

6. Approve the committee continuing to assist the Exit Committee and the Ministry
Development Committee with the assessment of manses in connection with exit
and home missionary appointments, on the same basis as previously approved
(GAV 2014, min 48.3(a) and GAV 2015 min 108.5).

7. Request the committee to report to the 2017 General Assembly on its
experience in assisting the Ministry Development Committee with the
assessment of manses in connection with exit and home missionary
appointments, seeking any changes to its regulations that it may consider
appropriate in the light of that experience.

The motion was seconded and approved.

36. Trusts Corporation (min 27)

The business was resumed.

Clause 6 was disapproved.

Clause 7 was moved and seconded.

Elder Colin Morrow moved the previous question in relation to clause 7.
The motion was seconded and disapproved.

Clause 7 was approved.

Rev Douglas Robertson moved an additional clause 8:

That the Assembly:

8. Direct the Trusts Corporation to accept the Board of Management’s offer as
expressed in numbered paragraphs 1-6 of Communication 4, and cease all
litigation against the Trustees of the Scots' Church Properties Trust and the
Board of Management of Scots' Church.

The motion was seconded.
It was agreed to adjourn the debate (min 53).

37. Adjournment
The Assembly adjourned to meet at 9:30am on Wednesday 5 October 2016, which
having been duly intimated, the Moderator closed the sitting with the benediction.

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
4" Sitting: Wednesday 5 October (am)

At Melbourne, and in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall, Wednesday 5
October 2016 at 9:30am.

38. Constitution:

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met pursuant to
adjournment. Moderator's Chaplain, Rev Rod Waterhouse, constituted the Assembly
with the reading of scripture and prayer.

39. Assembly Expositor
The Assembly Expositor, Rev Peter Adam, led the Assembly in the second of his
Assembly expositions, based on Colossians 3:1-17, 4:2-6.

40. Apologies
The Deputy Clerk noted the following apologies:
For this sitting:
Ministers: Ken Brown, Graeme Weber, Michael Wharton.
Elders: John Lagerwey.
The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies:
The motion was seconded and approved.

41. Business Committee

The Business Convener, Rev Dean Carroll, laid on the table a proposed agenda and
moved that it be approved.

The motion was seconded and approved.

42. Minutes of Previous Sitting
The Deputy Clerk laid on the table minutes of the 3™ Sitting.

43. Elder Bill MacRae, Moderator, Presbyterian Church of Western Australia
The Moderator welcomed Mr MacRae to the Assembly and invited him to speak.

Mr MacRae addressed the Assembly.

Moderator’'s Chaplain Rev Rod Waterhouse led the Assembly in prayer.

The Moderator thanked Mr MacRae and asked him to take the Assembly’s greetings to
his home church.

44. Church and Nation Committee

The report of the Church and Nation Committee was laid on the table and received.

The Convener, Rev Darren Middleton, moved the deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1-4 were approved.

Clause 5 was moved and seconded.

Rev Philip Court sought leave to move an amendment without notice to add words to
clause 5.

Leave was not granted.
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Clause 6 was moved and seconded.
It was agreed to adjourn the debate to take the fixed order of the day. (min 51)

45. PCA 500" Anniversary of the Reformation

The Moderator welcomed Rev David Cook to the Assembly.

Mr Cook addressed the Assembly on the GAA Committee’s plans to celebrate the 500™
Anniversary of the Reformation: the publication of a book, Truth Matters; a national
evangelistic outreach to our nation in 2017, Taking God Seriously, and, to support this
outreach, four evangelist tracts, one for children, three for adults; a Reformation Tour to
Europe and Scotland, mid-October to early November 2017, and commissioning Rev
John Wilson to prepare a series of videos for use by study groups and congregations.
Rev John Wilson addressed the Assembly on the importance of historical reflection and
the right understanding of what the church is celebrating in marking the 500"
Anniversary of the Reformation, and the place of the videos he is producing in this.

46. Presbyterian Ladies College
The report of Presbyterian Ladies College was laid on the table and received.

47. Scotch College
The report of Scotch College was laid on the table and received.

48. Commission for Church Institutions

The report of the Commission for Church Institutions was laid on the table and received.
The Clerk moved the deliverance:

That the Assembly:

Appoint the Moderator (chairman), Clerk of Assembly, Deputy Clerk, Business

Convener, Law Agent, Rev Douglas Robertson, lvan Barker, Andrew Bray, John

Cho, Trevor Cox, Phil Daffy, Luke Isham, Graham Nicholson, Chris Siriweera,

Graeme Weber and elder Dr Robert Baldock, with five members to form a quorum as

the Commission for Church Institutions, a commission to exercise the powers of the

General Assembly:

1. With respect of or conferred by constitutional documents of Scotch College and
Presbyterian Ladies' College, and instruct the Commission that in making
appointments to Group A and Group C of the Council of these schools, it should
appoint persons committed to upholding the trusts on which those schools are
held;

2.  With respect to the constitutions of any other school or institution in connection
with the Presbyterian Church of Victoria, as may be necessary or expedient
from time to time, and in particular powers of appointment or removal of officers
and directors.

The motion was seconded and approved.

49. Records

The report was laid on the table and received.

The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Note that the records of the presbyteries of Flinders, Geelong, Gippsland, Kilnoorat,
Maroondah, Melbourne East, Melbourne North, North Western Victoria and the
committees APWM Vic, Church Planting, Health and Community Chaplaincy and
Ministry Development have been examined.

The motion was seconded and approved.
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50.

Australian Presbyterian World Mission (Vic) Committee

Rev Philip Burns introduced the following missionaries to the Assembly:
Mr Douglas and Mrs Jeanette Bennett
Rev Kevin and Mrs Julie Murray
Mr David and Mrs Lisa Pearce
Mr Dennis Tranter
Mr Michael Graham
The Moderator welcomed the missionaries and led the Assembly in prayer.
Mr David Pearce addressed the Assembly on his work with MAF and the importance of
missions.
Rev Kevin Murray addressed the Assembly on the work of APWM.
The Convener, Mr Douglas Bennett, addressed the Assembly on the work of the
Committee.
The report of the Australian Presbyterian World Mission (Vic) Committee was laid on the
table and received.
Rev Philip Burns moved the deliverance.
That the Assembly:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Praise God for our missionary team and commend to God and the wider church
those who serve the Lord Jesus as part of that team.

Express its gratitude to the Rev Phil Simmonds, the Rev Dean Carroll and Miss
Elspeth Slater for their dedicated and faithful service to God and his Kingdom
through their contributions to the work of the committee over many years.
Encourage all churches to pray regularly for our APWM missionaries serving in
Australia and overseas, asking the Lord of the harvest to send out more
labourers, and that his church may be enabled to set them aside and fully
support them.

Request the Moderator to give the greetings of the Assembly to all our serving
missionaries.

Praise God for his blessing upon Coins for Mission program, the 45 participating
churches and the extra support provided for our missionaries in times of need.
Praise God for strengthened relationships with PTS India and the partner
churches of South Sudan, Myanmar, Malawi, Zambia, Vanuatu and Japan.
Remind the church that partner churches will greatly benefit from regular
financial gifts and donations.

Encourage ministers, sessions and mission committees to seriously consider a
short-term mission trip as a method of increasing interest and involvement in
world mission.

Encourage all congregations to extend financial and prayerful support for our
missionaries who minister to the Aboriginal community, especially Rev Rick and
Mrs Kayleen Manton, Dennis and Glenys Tranter and Surendra and May’an
Wesley (c/- PIM).

Praise God for the work of the PWMU State Council and branches in the
support of missions.

Praise God for the ministry of the APWM National Office in Sydney and
encourage the wider church to extend financial and prayerful support for the
ministries of the APWM National Director, and all our missionaries within
Australia and overseas.

Commend the regular APWM Vic and APWM National publications to the wider
church.

Give praise to God for the ministry of the Youth partners and Trades partners
short-term mission trips, and commend these to the Victorian church.
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14. Pray for our new Moderator and his wife who will visit and encourage one or
more of our mission team in the field during their moderatorial year.

15. Encourage PCV congregations to prayerfully review their giving to the wider
work of cross-cultural mission, both locally and overseas.

16. Approve a variation in the Committee’s 2016/17 budget to allow an expenditure
of up to $30,000 from APWM Vic General Funds for the purpose of purchasing
a second ‘people mover for use by Victorian missionaries on Home
Assignment.

The motion was seconded and approved.

51. Church and Nation Committee (min 44)
The business was resumed.
Clause 6 was approved.
Dissent:
Rev Philip Court
Clause 7 was approved.
Clause 8 as amended was approved.
Clause 9 was approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Assembly:

1. Commend the 2017 ‘Religion in the Public Square’ colloquium to the
congregations of the PCV.

2. Commend the plight of persecuted Christians to the church by requesting
frequent, specific prayer, both private and public.

3. Encourage congregations to seriously consider diaconal support of particular
communities or people groups in distress, whether domestic or abroad.

4. Encourage presbyteries, sessions, and congregations to continue actively
engaging with governments, and their communities, to uphold what is morally
good, especially including the common good of marriage.

5.  Write to the Premier and Health Minister outlining our continued concerns and
prayers for both mothers and their babies, including our long-standing
opposition to abortion as a solution to unwanted or unhealthy babies.

6. Declare the PCV’s opposition to the new exclusion zones around Victorian
abortion clinics and commend to the PCV the annual Melbourne '‘March for the
Babies' for prayer and consideration.

7. Commend the CaN Committee report ‘Thinking about Transgenderism and the
Gospel’ to the PCV, encouraging all sessions to make their congregations
aware of its availability.

8. Declare that the Presbyterian Church of Victoria believes:

a. All people are image-bearers of God, and, as such, find their worth and
purpose in Him (Gen 1:27; Psa 8; Isa 43:7).

b. In creation, it is self-evident that there are two distinct and complementary
biological sexes, male and female, which are designed, among other things,
to reproduce (Gen 1:27; Matt 19:4-6).

c. These distinct and complementary biological sexes manifest in
complementary masculine and feminine expressions (Gen 2:18; Eph 5:22-
33; Col 3:18-21; 1 Tim 2:12-14).

d. Due to the fall of man, sin and brokenness affect biological sex, gender
identity and gender expressions (Gen 3; Mark 7:21; Rom 1:18-28; 1 Cor
6:18-20).
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e.

f.

g.

Biologically-ambiguous sex (intersexuals) may be treated by surgery if
desired.

Psychological ambiguity should not be treated with surgical intervention.

We are opposed to any harassing, insulting or bullying of those who suffer
gender dysphoria, and are always committed to loving and seeking the good
of our neighbour, while offering the hope we have in Christ (Gal 5:14; 1 Pet
3:15).

9. Declare the following:

a.

b.

Gender identity is tethered to and determined by one’s biological sex — not
self-perception (Gen 1:27; Matt 19:4).

Gender dysphoria results from the sin, brokenness and confusion of living in
a fallen world, and yet there is hope of healing, restoration and grace held
out to all in the gospel of Christ (Gen 3; Luke 9:11, 24:47; Col 1:3-6).
Genuine anguish and confusion felt by those struggling with the conflict
between their biological sex and their gender identity should be met with
love, truth, compassion, and wisdom.

Counselling offered should be consistent with the biblical teaching of two
sexes with complementary masculine and feminine expressions, by holding
out the hope of the gospel to heal, forgive and restore (1 Cor 6:9-11; 1
Thess 5:23-24; 1 Tim 1:15-16).

. As far as marriage, church membership and church office are concerned,

the Presbyterian Church of Victoria holds that the biological sex
(notwithstanding the law) is determinative of gender, and should guide all
ministers dealing with this issue in complex pastoral situations.

We are opposed to puberty-delaying hormones or cross-sex hormones for
children, and gender-reassignment surgery for adults to alter sex to match
‘perceived’ gender.

. We are opposed to any harassing, insulting or bullying of those who suffer

gender dysphoria, and are always committed to seeking the good of our
neighbour, while offering the hope we have in Christ (Gal 5:14; 1 Pet 3:15).

. While God does not necessarily promise the healing of our sexual

brokenness, or other bodily healing in this life, He does promise that, as His
chosen, redeemed and sanctified children, His grace will be sufficient for us
in all our trials (2 Cor 12:9).

Attempts by the State to indoctrinate our children with gender theory that
posits a fluidity of gender predicated on self-perception (e.g., Safe Schools)
are unbiblical, unhelpful and unwanted. The Presbyterian Church of Victoria
is rightly opposed to all such efforts.

The motion was seconded and approved.

52. Appeal 1 — Rhonda Aubert, re: Decision of the Presbytery of Maroondah
(1) It was agreed to sit in private while permitting the appellant’s advisor to be present.
The parties were called to the bar.

(2) It was agreed to receive the appeal.

The record of the case in the presbytery was taken as read.

The appellant was heard.

The respondents were heard.

The appellant was heard in reply.

Questions were asked.

The parties were removed from the bar.

It was agreed to permit the parties to hear the discussion of the case.
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The Assembly heard from its Special Judicial Committee.

(3) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Sustain the appeal.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(4) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Instruct the presbytery to take up the petition afresh.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(5) Rev Neil Chambers moved:

That the Assembly:
Advise the Presbytery of Maroondah to request the Moderator to appoint four
assessors to assist it in dealing with this matter.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(6) Rev Adam Humphries moved:

That the Assembly:
Advise the Presbytery of Maroondah the appeal was sustained as it was thought to
satisfy rule 6:72(b).

The motion was seconded and disapproved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the appellant of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:
1. Sustain the appeal.
2. Instruct the Presbytery of Maroondah to take up the petition afresh.
3. Advise the Presbytery of Maroondah to request the Moderator to appoint four
assessors to assist it in dealing with this matter.
The Moderator advised the appellant of her right of appeal.
The Moderator removed the parties from the bar.
It was agreed to resume in open court.

53. Trusts Corporation (min 36)
The business was resumed.
The motion for additional clause 6 (Rev Douglas Robertson’s motion) was disapproved.

Rev Graham Nicholson moved an additional clause 7:

That the Assembly:
Advise the Trusts Corporation that this Assembly does not seek any remedy in the
resolution of the dispute with the Scots’ Church Properties Trust that requires the
sale of the Assembly Hall beyond the Presbyterian Church of Victoria, and request
the Trusts Corporation to present this view to the court determining relief.

The motion was seconded.

It was agreed to adjourn the debate (min 75).

54. Adjournment
The Assembly adjourned to meet at 7:00pm on Wednesday 6 October 2016, which
having been duly intimated, the Moderator closed the sitting with the benediction.

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
5" Sitting: Wednesday 5 October (pm)

At Melbourne, and in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall, Wednesday 5
October 2016 at 7:00pm.

55. Constitution:

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met pursuant to
adjournment. Moderator's Chaplain, Rev Rod Waterhouse, constituted the Assembly
with the reading of Romans 8:26-30, prayer and the singing of a hymn.

56. Apologies
The Deputy Clerk noted the following apologies for this sitting:
Ministers: Rob Duncanson, Marvin Hagans, Michael Jensen, Grant Lawry, David
Palmer, Andrew Slater, Graeme Weber.
Elders: John Angelico, Geoff Cross, John Lagerwey.
The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

57. Business Committee

The Business Convener laid on the table a proposed agenda and moved that it be
approved.

The motion was seconded and approved.

58. Minutes of the Previous Sitting
The Deputy Clerk laid on the table the minutes of the 4™ Sitting.

59. Ministry Development Committee
The report of the Ministry Development Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev lan Hutton, moved the deliverance:

1. Give thanks to God for Ministry Development Director Rev Dr Robert Carner
and the extensive (often behind the scenes) work he does across the church.

2. Pray for Rev Dr Robert Carner, that he will be strengthened and encouraged in
his work for the committee and for his ongoing health needs.

3. Give thanks to God for the extensive and reliable work performed by Mr Ben
Palmer in the Ministry Development Committee office.

4. Thank Mrs Michelle Brennan for her nine years of diligent service as she retires
from the committee.

5. Pray for the ongoing work of the gospel in regional and rural areas.

6. Praise God for those churches which continue to grow and become self-
supporting.

7. Praise God for those churches involved in sister church relationships and urge
other churches to consider how they might support the work of the kingdom in
this way.

8. Urge all aid-receiving churches to prayerfully and faithfully seek the Lord’s
provision for his church.

9. Praise God for the provision of the Thompson Trust for the work of evangelism.
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10. Praise God for the many capital projects for which funds have been made
available and which are underway or about to commence.

11. Urge churches to familiarise themselves with their local demographics, and if at
all possible use ESL type programs to create gospel opportunities.

12. Encourage presbyteries to partner with the Ministry Development Committee in
planning and making decisions that will promote the health of congregations
within their bounds.

13. Direct all presbyteries to collect and submit their Statistical Returns to the
Ministry Development Committee by the stated deadline of 30 April.

The motion was seconded and approved.

60. Exit Students Committee
The report of the Exit Students Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev lan Hutton, moved the deliverance:
It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.
Clauses 1-3 were approved.
Rev Stuart Withers moved an additional clause:
That the Assembly:
4. Request the Exit Students Committee to bring a report to the 2017 General
Assembly providing recommendations for improving the exit process.
The motion was seconded and approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
1. Pray that recent exit student appointments will lead to fruitful ministries in God’s
kingdom.
2. Pray for the current exit students as they finalise their studies and prepare for
their future ministries.
3. Urge presbyteries to annually consider where an exit student can be placed
within their presbytery.
4. Request the Exit Students Committee to bring a report to the 2017 General
Assembly providing recommendations for improving the exit process.
The motion was seconded and approved.

61. Privacy Officer

The Privacy Officer’s report was laid on the table and received.

The Clerk reported on the work of Mrs Fiona Bligh, Privacy Officer of the General
Assembly during the year past.

Mrs Bligh addressed the Assembly on privacy requirements and processes.

The Moderator thanked Mrs Bligh for her address and her work with the Safe Church
Unit.

The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:

1.  Thank the BIF and the various PCV committees and organisations who have
worked diligently to implement the new Privacy Policy and training in the
Church.

2. Recommend that all PCV congregations and organisations continue to
familiarise themselves with the impact of the Privacy Policy upon the activities
of the Church, and make an ongoing commitment to operate in a Privacy Policy
compliant fashion.

3. Recommend all PCV congregations and organisations make use of the privacy
training and many privacy related resources available to the Church, including
the compliance checklist for Sessions.
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4. Require all current ministers, home missionaries and office bearers who receive
and send emails containing personally identifiable and/or sensitive information
about individuals in the course of fulfilling their roles to use an email address
that is not accessible to anyone other than themselves (for example, no shared
email addresses with spouses are to be used by current ministers, home
missionaries, and office bearers when using email relating to personally
identifiable and/or sensitive information about individuals). (For a definition of
“personally identifiable and/or sensitive information” see section 1 of the PCV
Privacy Policy.)

The motion was seconded and approved.

62. Adjournment
The Assembly adjourned to meet at 9:30am on Thursday 6 October 2016, which, having
been duly intimated, the Moderator closed the sitting with the benediction.

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
6™ Sitting: Thursday 6 October and Friday 7 October

At Melbourne, and in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall, Thursday 6
October 2016 at 9:30am.

63. Constitution:

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met pursuant to
adjournment. Moderator’s Chaplain, Rev Stuart Withers, constituted the Assembly with
the reading of scripture, prayer and the singing of a hymn.

64. Assembly Expositor
The Assembly Expositor, Rev Peter Adam, led the Assembly in the third of his Assembly
Expositions, ‘Pray for the gospel team’, from Colossians 4:7-18.

The Moderator thanked Rev Peter Adam for his expositions.

65. Thanks to Assembly Expositor

The Deputy Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Convey to its Assembly Expositor, Rev Peter Adam, its sincere thanks for his timely,
soul searching and thoroughly practical exposition and application of God’s word to
us from Colossians.

The motion was seconded and approved.

66. Apologies
The Deputy Clerk noted the following apologies for this sitting:
Ministers: Marvin Hagans, Hui Lim, Hugh Price, Peter Roberts, Graeme Weber.
Elders: Doug Butcher, Geoff Cross, George McConaghie, Stewart McKerrow, Russell
Mawson, Peter Prendergast.
The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

67. Business Committee

The Business Convener, Rev Dean Carroll, laid on the table a proposed agenda and
moved that it be approved.

The motion was seconded and approved.

68. Minutes of the Previous Sitting
The Deputy Clerk laid on the table minutes of the 5 sitting.

69. St Andrews Christian College

The report of St Andrews Christian College was laid on the table.

The Business Convener moved that it be received.

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Catriona Wansbrough, Principal of St Andrew’s Christian
College.

The Moderator invited Mrs Wansbrough to address the Assembly.
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Mrs Wansbrough addressed the Assembly.

The Moderator thanked Mrs Wansbrough for her address.

Moderator’'s Chaplain Rev Rod Waterhouse led the Assembly in prayer.
The motion (to receive the report) was seconded and approved.

70. Belgrave Heights Christian School

The report of Belgrave Heights Christian School was laid on the table.
The Business Convener moved that it be received.

The Moderator welcomed Mr Andy Callow, Principal, to the Assembly.
Mr Callow addressed the Assembly.

The Moderator thanked Mr Callow for his address.

Moderator's Chaplain Rev Stuart Withers led the Assembly in prayer.
The motion (to receive the report) was seconded and approved.

71. Theological Education Committee

The report of the Theological Education Committee was laid on the table and received.

The Convener, Rev Neil Benfell, moved the deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1-2 were approved.

Clauses 3-4 were approved.

Clause 5 was moved and seconded.

The Clerk sought leave to move an amendment to Clause 5 to add the words ‘and give

permission to the Commission of Assembly 2017 to deal with such appointment should it

be presented’ so that it would read:

5. Endorse the steps being taken by the committee to pursue the appointment of a

New Testament lecturer and give permission to the Commission of Assembly
2017 to deal with such appointment should it be presented to the Commission.

Leave was granted.

Clause 5 as amended was approved.

Clauses 6-7 were approved.

The business was adjourned to take up the fixed order of the day. (min 73)

72. Home Mission Workers Association

The report of the HMWA was laid on the table.

The Business Convener moved that it be received.

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Carolyn Wentworth and Miss Barbara Firth to the
Assembly, and invited Mrs Wentworth to address the Assembly.

Mrs Wentworth addressed the Assembly.

The Moderator thanked Mrs Wentworth and expressed appreciation for the work of the
HMWA.

Moderator’'s Chaplain Rev Rod Waterhouse led the Assembly in prayer.

The motion (to receive the report) was approved.

73. Theological Education Committee (min 71)
The business was resumed.

Rev David Palmer moved an additional clause 8:
That the Assembly:

8. Require the committee to bring its decisions in relation to Ends (including
Mission), Governance Process, Committee-Staff Linkage, and Executive
Limitations to the 2017 General Assembly for its approval (Appendix One, 2015
Strategic Review, pages 26-34).

The motion was seconded and approved.
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The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Assembly:

1.
2.

3.

Affirm the committee’s assessment that there is a need to expand the library.
Encourage the committee to advance plans and proposals to meet the need to
expand the library.

Request the committee to consult with the Board of Investment and Finance
and seek a number of different funding proposals that will raise the necessary
finance for the proposed library within a period of two years, and report to the
2017 Commission of Assembly.

Encourage the committee to undertake a review of the library technology, and
to include funding for this in its consultation with the Board of Investment and
Finance, referred to in clause 3 above.

Endorse the steps being taken by the committee to pursue the appointment of a
New Testament lecturer and give permission to the Commission of Assembly
2017 to deal with such appointment should it be presented to the Commission.
Request the committee to bring a proposal to the 2017 General Assembly in
relation to the number of faculty required in order to provide a quality theological
education and ministry training program that will prepare candidates properly for
service in the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

Request the committee to bring a plan to the 2017 General Assembly for
consideration that identifies realistic pathways that would enable Presbyterian
ministers to attain suitable tertiary teaching qualifications for future ministry in
theological education in the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

Require the committee to bring its decisions in relation to Ends (including
Mission), Governance Process, Committee-Staff Linkage, and Executive
Limitations to the 2017 General Assembly for its approval (Appendix One, 2015
Strategic Review, pages 26-34).

The motion was seconded and approved.

74.

State News Committee

The report of the State News Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev Neil Harvey, moved the deliverance.

That the Assembly:

1. Thank and commend Mrs Chiara Bilyj for her dedication and expertise in editing
and producing each quarterly issue of the church’s magazine ‘fellow workers’.

2. Continue the payment of an honorarium of $2,000 per year to the editor.

3. Thank those who, on behalf of sessions, boards, congregations, parishes,
presbyteries, committees and other organisations, have contributed articles that
have resulted in a magazine that is full of interest and colour.

4. Urge ministers and elders to promote the use of ‘fellow workers’ as a resource
for informed and prayerful interest in the work of the church locally, nationally
and internationally.

5. Request the committee to work with the Board of Investment and Finance to

investigate ways of financially supporting an expanded magazine.

The motion was seconded and approved.

75.

Trusts Corporation (min 53)

The business was resumed.
The debate was resumed on Rev Graham Nicholson’s motion for an additional clause 5.
The motion was disapproved.

118



Rev Bob Thomas moved additional clauses 1-3:
That the Assembly:

1.  Request the Trusts Corporation, the Scots’ Church Trustees and the Rev
Douglas Robertson to meet together in a spirit of goodwill under the
chairmanship of the Moderator of the General Assembly not later than Saturday
15 October 2016;

2. Request them to present to the Assembly not later than Saturday 22 October
2016 either an agreement between them for the resolution of matters presently
before the courts of law for ratification by the Assembly, or a proposal from the
Trusts Corporation and a proposal from the Scots’ Church Trustees
representing the position of each body which each body believes to be a
satisfactory resolution of the differences between them;

3. Defer its dissolution at the completion of ordinary business until after it has met
and either ratified the agreement foreshadowed above (which is its preferred
option) or adjudicated between the proposals foreshadowed above.

Rev Bob Thomas sought leave to amend clause 1 by replacing the words ‘the Rev
Douglas Robertson’ with the words ‘the Board of Management of The Scots’ Church’.
Leave was not granted.
Rev Michael Jensen sought leave to move that the Assembly amend the motion by
deleting clause 3.
Leave was granted.
Rev Michael Jensen moved:
That the Assembly:

Amend the motion by deleting clause 3.
The amendment was seconded and disapproved.
The previous question on Rev Bob Thomas motion was moved, seconded and
approved.
Rev Daniel Combridge moved an additional clause 7:
That the Assembly:

7. Request the Trusts Corporation to investigate the possibility of some or all
churches insuring for an agreed value instead of replacement value, including
the ramifications for those churches (particularly in the event of a partial loss)
and the wider church, and report to the 2017 General Assembly of Victoria.

The motion was seconded and approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Assembly:

1.  Approve the sale of the property described as Lot 1 on Title Plan 080411P Lake
Mundi (Vol 942 Fol 245) for $1,000 plus legal costs with the proceeds to be
applied to the General Assembly for its general purposes.

2. Note that The Presbyterian Church of Victoria Trusts Corporation wishes to be
discharged as trustee of the Karnkendi Campsite property.

3. Resolve that the property known as Karnkendi Campsite (Vol 8060 Fol 979 and
Vol 8386 Fol 202) be transferred from The Presbyterian Church of Victoria
Trusts Corporation to the South Australian Trusts Corporation subject to such
trusts as attached to it.

4. Request The Presbyterian Church of Victoria Trusts Corporation to effect the
above transfer upon receiving notification that the General Assembly with
oversight for the Presbytery of South Australia has similarly resolved to effect
the transfer.
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5. a. Note the response from the Hawthorn Board that it believes that it has
sufficient insurance cover for the Church building in the event of either a
partial loss or a total loss.

b. Note that in arriving at its insurance valuations for the Hawthorn Church

Building, the Board has taken into consideration the following:

I. that a total loss would release the congregation from the
requirement to meet Heritage regulations; and

ii. that the existing church stands on land of approximately 2,000
square metres and has a seating capacity of 600; and

iii. that when rebuilding after a total loss, the current building
regulations would need to be met; and

iv. that the current regulation on parking requirements for a new church
building would require the congregation to construct a building
considerably smaller than the existing one; and

V. there can be no prior assurance taken by the Church or any other
party that the Council would vary the parking requirements if the
church was to erect a new building on the site;

so that in the event of a total loss, the congregation would be required to

build a church that seated only as many people as it would be able to

provide on-site parking for. This would clearly require a much smaller

building.

6. Instruct the Moderator of the Assembly to call upon the Hawthorn congregation
and the Presbytery of Melbourne East to appoint trustees in accordance with
the provisions of the Section 9 of the Presbyterian Trusts Act 1890, to act in
respect of the properties Vol 390 Fol 3964, Vol 9495 Fol 336 and Vol 10538 Fol
005, or otherwise appoint The Presbyterian Church of Victoria Trusts
Corporation.

7. Request the Trusts Corporation to investigate the possibility of some or all
churches insuring for an agreed value instead of replacement value, including
the ramifications for those churches (particularly in the event of a partial loss)
and the wider church, and report to the 2017 General Assembly of Victoria.

The motion was seconded and approved.

76. ACCESS Ministries

The report of ACCESS Ministries was laid on the table and received.

Rev Grant Lawry moved:

That the Assembly:
Request the Selection Committee to bring to the Commission of Assembly one or
more names of members of the PCV with suitable skills who are willing to serve on
the Board of ACCESS ministries with a view to the Assembly recommending them to
the ACCESS Ministries' Board Nominations Committee.

The motion was seconded and approved.

77. Communication 2 — from Presbyterian Inland Mission, re: work of the
mission

Communication 2 was laid on the table and received.

The Moderator welcomed Mr Andrew Letcher to the Assembly and invited him to

address the Assembly.

Mr Letcher addressed the Assembly on the work of PIM.

The Moderator thanked Mr Letcher and led the Assembly in prayer.
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78. Selection Committee
The report of the Selection Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev Cameron Garrett, moved the deliverance:
That the Assembly:
1. Thank Almighty God for the operations of the Assembly’s Committees, Boards
and Councils in the 2015/2016 Assembly year.
2. Thank all committee members who have served in the past year.
3. Confirm the appointment of those members appointed by the Selection
Committee to fill casual vacancies on committees since the 2015 Assembly.
4. Confirm the following exceptions:
a. The Nine Year Rule (rule 5.28)
Mr R Butcher — Maintenance of the Ministry Committee (additional 12
months)
b. The Seven Year Rule (rule 5.27)
Mr R Lowe — Social Services Committee (additional 12 months)
5. Appoint all those nominated to committees, boards, councils and other bodies
and positions as presented in the Selection Committee’s Report.
6. Remind all committees that the Selection Committee must be notified of
changes to committees, together with nominations for filling casual vacancies
(see rule 5.32).
The motion was seconded and approved.

79. Communication 5 — from Rev Bruce Meller, Clerk of the GAA, re: Presbytery
of Melbourne West Reference
Communication 5 was laid on the table and received.

80. METRO Committee
The report of the METRO Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Elder Andrew May, moved the deliverance:
That the Assembly:
1.  Pray for the ministry of METRO and youthMETRO.
2. Pray for the METRO and youthMETRO trainees presently engaged and all
those who will be training, God-willing, in 2017 and beyond.
3. Pray for God to raise up more trainees and to provide the accompanying
resources and wisdom in training them for God’s glory.
The motion was seconded and approved.
The Moderator led in prayer for the work of METRO.

81. Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union (PWMU)

The report of the PWMU was laid on the table.

The Business Convener moved that it be received.

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Esther Vayne, President of the PWMU, and the other
ladies of the PWMU to the Assembly.

The Moderator invited Mrs Vayne to address the Assembly.

Mrs Vayne addressed the Assembly on the work of the PWMU.

The Moderator thanked Mrs Vayne for her address and spoke in appreciation of the
work of the PWMU.

The motion (to receive the report) was seconded and approved.

The Clerk reported on the PWMU Cookbook and its value to the church, mentioning in
particular the history of the Cookbook written by Mrs Fiona Bligh.
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82. Overture 5 — Presbytery of Gippsland, re: privacy and emails
It was agreed to sit in private.
The overture was laid on the table and received.
The overture was stated by Rev Cameron Garrett.
Questions were asked of the overturists.
(1) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the overture.
The motion was seconded and approved.
Rev Cameron Garrett withdrew clause 3 of the notice of motion.
(2) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:
That the Assembly:
1.  Declare the email:
a. To have breached the PCV News Network Protocol (p201, 2013 PCV
Code).
b. To have infringed the rights of the Assembly.
Rev Peter Phillips raised a matter of privilege.
The Moderator ruled that there was a breach of privilege.
Rev Cameron Garrett sought leave to fall from his motion.
Leave was granted.
Rev Cameron Garrett fell from his motion.
(2) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:
That the Assembly:
Disband the present PCV News Network and replace it with separate email lists
where the recipients are known to the Assembly for:
a. Ministers
b. Session clerks
c. Board secretaries
d. Committee conveners and/or secretaries
e. The general public.
The motion was seconded.
(3) Rev David Brown moved:
That the Assembly amend the motion as follows:
Alter the present PCV News Network such that there are separate email lists where
the recipients are known to the Assembly, for example:
Ministers
b. Session clerks
c. Board secretaries
d. Committee conveners and/or secretaries
e. The general public.
The amendment was seconded and approved.
The amended motion was disapproved.
It was agreed to resume in open court.

o

83. Code and General Administration Committee
The Code and General Administration Committee’s report was laid on the table and
received.
The Convener, Rev John Wilson, moved the deliverance.
That the Assembly:
1. Regarding the PCV Code Revision Project:
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a. Replace PCV Rules (chapters 1 — 7) October 2013 edition with PCV Rules
(chapters 1 — 7) October 2016 edition.

b.  Authorise printing of the October 2016 GAV Code Book in sufficient supply
so that each member of the General Assembly, each employee of an
Assembly committee, the PCV Law Agent, each member of the BIF/TC,
each committee office bearer, each session clerk and deputy clerk, each
board of management secretary and treasurer, each presbytery office
bearer, and every member of the PCV who requests it may have a copy
free of charge up to the end of January 2017.

c. Approve any budget variation necessary (from the appropriate Assembly
account) to pay for the printing approved under clause (b) above.

d. Authorise that copies of the October 2016 GAV Code Book shall be
available from 1 February 2017 onwards at cost.

2. Replace the regulations of the Board of Investment and Finance with the

following:
Board of Investment and Finance
Title
1. There shall be a committee of the General Assembly entitled the
Board of Investment and Finance, hereafter referred to as the BIF.
Membership
2. a) the BIF shall consist of ten persons elected and appointed by the

General Assembly and such appointees shall form the
membership of The Presbyterian Church of Victoria Trusts
Corporation;

b) members of the BIF shall be appointed for a five year term initially
and be eligible for re-election for a second consecutive five year
term;

c) as vacancies arise and after consultation with the BIF, the
Selection Committee shall bring nominations to the General
Assembly each year for the election of new BIF members.

Chairman

3. The BIF shall elect one of its members as chairman at its December
meeting who shall hold office for a 12 month term and be eligible for
re-election.
Meetings

4. The chairman shall convene a meeting of the BIF at least once a

month except in the month of January.

Duties

5. Subject to the powers, duties and functions of The Presbyterian
Church of Victoria Trusts Corporation under the Presbyterian Trusts
Act 1890 as amended by the Presbyterian Trusts (Common Fund) Act
1965 and the regulations thereunder and subject to the rules of the
Church and the Resolutions and directions of the Assembly, the
Board shall carry out the duties described in regulations 6-17 of these
regulations.
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Financial administration

The BIF shall:

a) administer the financial affairs of and act as Treasurer of the
General Assembly; and

b) be responsible for the maintenance of all accounting records;
and

c) publish audited accounts for the General Assembly and The

Presbyterian Church of Victoria Trusts Corporation annually.

General Assembly office

The BIF shall:

a) maintain an office of the General Assembly;

b) engage such staff as may from time to time be deemed
necessary for the work of the General Assembly, including a
General Manager, who shall manage that office and control the
staff and shall be responsible to the BIF. If required, the General
Manager shall attend meetings of the Board;

c) determine the salaries and conditions of employment of the

General Manager and other staff and make adjustments thereto
from time to time.

Committee staff appointments

The BIF shall:

a) consider all proposed appointments of office and other staff by
committees of the General Assembly; and

b) determine, after consultation with the committee, the proposed
salary and conditions of employment of such staff; and

c) approve the appointment provided that it is satisfied that the

proposal is:
i) in accordance with the committee’s regulations; and
ii) financially viable.

General Assembly budget
The BIF shall:

a)

present to the Commission of Assembly each year for its

approval a recommended budget for the forthcoming vyear

disclosing:

i) the estimated expenditure of all General Assembly
committees, including a division between capital
expenditure and non-capital expenditure;

ii) the estimated receipts of all General Assembly
committees.
carry out its duties with respect to the preparation of the budget
by:
i) requiring from each General Assembly committee in the

prescribed form, not later than February, its proposals
and estimates for the budget for review and advice prior
to submission to the Commission of Assembly in May,
provided that the BIF may thereafter require any
General Assembly committee to provide such additional
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information in relation to any item as the BIF shall

consider necessary to assist in its review;

i) requiring any General Assembly committee wishing to
undertake work or initiate a project involving
expenditure not included in the budget approved by the
Commission of Assembly or General Assembly to
submit its proposal to the BIF which:

1) In the case of expenditure not exceeding 10% of
the committee’s total budgeted expenditure as
approved by the General Assembly or $20,000,
whichever is the greater amount, and consistent
with the committee’s regulations and which would
be financed from trust income available within the
terms of the trust in question, shall have authority
to approve or disapprove such expenditure and
shall report any expenditure so approved to the
subsequent General Assembly.

2) In the case of expenditure which does not fall
within the terms of sub-clause (1) hereof may
present such proposal to the Commission of
Assembly or subsequent General Assembly for
approval.

General Assembly Rate

10. The BIF shall present to each Assembly a proposal to fix an
Assembly Rate payable by congregations to assist in defraying the
costs of the Assembly.

Committee expenditure
11. The BIF shall:

a)

b)

oversee the expenditure of all General Assembly committees
to the end that the committees shall exercise proper budget
controls and not engage in expenditure that has not been
submitted to the BIF under clause 9(b)(ii) and approved in
accordance with the provisions of that clause;

take steps to prevent committees from incurring expenditure
beyond their means or in unauthorised ways.

General Mission Program
12.  The BIF shall:

a)

present to the General Assembly or to a Commission thereof

each year for approval a mission program for the church for

the ensuing financial year, to be known as the General

Mission Program ‘GMP’, which shall include the following

recommendations:

i) the total amount of money to be sought from charges
through presbyteries during the relevant year to fund
the program;

ii) an equitable formula for the allocation to presbyteries
of the total amount of the program, such formula
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13.

remaining in operation for such period as the General
Assembly or the Commission may determine;

iii) the allocation to presbyteries of amounts based on the
formula referred to in regulation 12(a)(ii), which in total
equal the amount of the program referred to in
regulation 12(a)(i);

iv) the distribution of the total amount of the GMP to the
relevant committees of the General Assembly and/or
to any other organisations within or outside the church
which the General Assembly has approved for
financial support;

b) for the purpose of determining its recommendations to be
submitted to the General Assembly or Commission of the
Assembly, the BIF:

i) shall require each committee of the General Assembly
which desires to apply for a distribution from the GMP
to prepare in a form approved by the BIF a budget for
the ensuing year clearly indicating the amount sought
by that committee from the GMP, supplemented by a
submission supporting the application, such budget to
be provided to the BIF by a specified date;

ii) shall receive a copy of the budget for the ensuing year
of each committee of the General Assembly which
desires to apply for a distribution from the GMP,
clearly indicating the amount sought by that committee
from the GMP, where necessary supplemented by a
submission supporting the application;

iii) may confer with any General Assembly committee or
its convener for the purpose of clarifying any item in
the budget submitted by that committee;

iv) may reduce or increase the amount sought by any
General Assembly committee, or decline to include
any amount for that committee;

V) may from time to time, require each presbytery to
supply to it by a specified date, such financial and
other information relating to the several charges or a
specific charge within its bounds, as it may deem
necessary for it to prepare the formula referred to in
regulation 12(a) (ii);

c) encourage presbyteries and charges to fully subscribe the
amounts allocated to them under the GMP;

d) include in its report to the General Assembly each year a
table listing all charges and their respective annual
contributions to the GMP during the preceding financial year.

Capital Fund

The BIF shall administer the Capital Fund.

Purpose

a) The purpose of the Capital Fund is to:
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14.

15.

16.

i) lend money to congregations seeking funds for capital
projects including the purchase of property and
erection, extension or renovation of buildings;

ii) lend money to organisations associated with the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria such as Christian
Schools for capital projects including the purchase of
property and erection, extension or renovation of
buildings, providing that first priority is accorded to
congregations;

iii)) make any such loans at a rate of interest more
favourable than the prevailing rate of bank interest;

iv) use any surplus that may be generated in the fund to
make rebates of interest and/or grants for loan
reduction purposes to borrowers from the fund and/or
make contributions to the property development fund.

Resources
b) The Capital Fund may be resourced from:

i) transfer of the funds administered by the Capital Fund
Committee up to 31 March, 2006;

ii) deposits and/or grants by any congregation or other
church body minded to help the wider church by this
means.

Administration
c) The BIF may do all things it considers necessary to promote
the purposes of the Capital Fund, including:

i) setting interest rates to be paid on deposits in the fund;

i) setting interest rates on loans from the fund;

iii) assessing the financial viability of potential borrowers
and declining to lend money if considered prudent to do
SO;

iv) assessing any amount which may be available for
grants and determining an equitable basis for
distribution of same;

V) determining conditions that may be applied to loans
from the fund.

Property management

The BIF shall manage property held in trust for the purposes of the
church, the management of which has not been vested by the
General Assembly in some other committee or body.

Deceased congregation

The BIF shall take steps to see that any monies held for all or some
of the purposes of a congregation that has ceased to exist be
forwarded to The Presbyterian Church of Victoria Trusts Corporation
to be dealt with by it according to law.

Sale, mortgages, leases, transfers etc.

a) a sale, lease or mortgage shall not be effected without the
consent of the General Assembly or Commission of Assembly,
provided that the BIF may give consent to any application
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17.

which in the opinion of the presbytery and the BIF is urgent
and the BIF shall report the action taken to the General
Assembly or the Commission of Assembly, as the case may
be;

where, in the opinion of the presbytery, it is desirable that
buildings or furnishings which are depreciating in value
because the congregation has ceased to exist be transferred
to serve another congregation, such transfer may be approved
on such terms and conditions as the BIF may decide.

Sites Reserve accounts
Existing Congregations

a)

when any land owned by or vested in trustees for the church is
sold on behalf of a congregation, either as vacant land or with
buildings erected thereon, the whole of the proceeds shall be
paid to the General Assembly Treasurer, who shall hold such
moneys in trust in a Sites Reserve account until the
congregation defines the purpose for which it desires such
money to be expended and applies to the BIF through the
presbytery for consent to expend the whole or portion thereof.
The interest earned may be paid to such congregation if the
BIF so decides;
moneys held in Sites Reserve Accounts by operation of clause
17(a) may be applied by the congregation for which they are
held in trust:
i) with the approval of the presbytery for:
1)  the purchase of land or the erection, purchase or
extension of buildings for its own use; or
2)  the liquidation or partial liquidation of its existing
debts; or
i) with the approval of the presbytery and the BIF, for any
other purpose within the church that will serve the cause
of the gospel and the building up of the church provided
that, if the congregation determines to apply such
moneys to other than its own needs, presbytery and the
BIF are satisfied that reasonable account has been
taken of the congregation’s own foreseeable capital
needs.

Deceased congregations

c)

where a congregation has ceased to exist and when, as a
result, land owned or vested in trustees for the church is, on
the recommendation of the presbytery sold on behalf of the
General Assembly either as vacant land or with buildings
erected thereon, the whole of the proceeds shall be paid to the
General Assembly Treasurer, who shall hold such money in
trust until the General Assembly otherwise directs;
when moneys are held in a Sites Reserve account by
operation of clause 17(c), the BIF:
i) shall notify the amount to the presbytery of the
deceased congregation, which shall in turn notify all
congregations within its bounds. After considering any
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submissions those congregations may make for local
use of the money, presbyteries may refer any such
proposals to the BIF, which may approve them and then
notify the General Assembly;

i) shall, if in the opinion of the BIF no reasonable proposal
emerges after the operation of the preceding clause,
give opportunity by similar procedure to all other
presbyteries and congregations of the church. After
considering any further submissions received in this
way, the BIF shall consider them and make
recommendations to the General Assembly.

3. Replace the heading to Regulation 16 and Regulation 16(a) of the Ministry
Development Committee with the following:

16. Ministry development grants

To the limits that funds are available, the committee may make grants

from its funds to:

a) supplement the local income of a home mission or
appointment charge that is unable, after a systematic and
sacrificing effort is made, to provide for a home missionary,
licentiate, or minister, as the case may require;

4. Approve the proposed PWMU Constitution, October 2016 (as attached to the
PWMU Report).

5. Approve the document: ‘PCV Internet Presence and Email Use — Policy,
Guidelines, Protocols’, October 2016, as follows:

POLICY

Preamble

God created the world and made us stewards of its resources. Then, during
the history of redemption, he gives some of us certain resources to share
the good news of his rescue plan with others. One historical incarnation of
this allocation of resources is the Presbyterian Church of Victoria (PCV),
including, for example, its office bearers, computers, websites and social
media. In God’s sovereignty, he has placed the PCV into 21%' century
Australia, where most people have some sort of access to the Internet and
social media. In order to better present the good news of Jesus Christ online
and in order to be better stewards of the various resources he has blessed
us with, we have this policy governing our online presence.

1. The purpose of this policy is to govern our online presence and direct
resources to that end.
2. The ultimate aim of this policy is to have an online presence that

brings glory to God through making Jesus Christ known and being
good stewards of our technological resources.

3. Online resources should be curated and organised in such a way that
outsiders form a positive impression of the Presbyterian Church,
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while those inside the church have easy access to all necessary
information.

4. An Online Coordinator is delegated by the Assembly to be
responsible for implementing this policy, setting guidelines and
protocols.

5. These guidelines include the PCV website, the PCV email news
network, email addresses, social media and all the associated design
and technical support requirements as well as job descriptions.

6. The protocols cover privacy, security and appropriate use of email
addresses.

7. The Online Coordinator sets a budget and determines the content of
the PCV website and social media.

8. The Online Coordinator is responsible for bringing that budget or any
changes to this policy to the Assembly for approval.

9. The Online Coordinator works with the PCV Safe Church Facilitator
and Privacy Officer to ensure these PCV protocols are up-to-date and
appropriate.

GUIDELINES

The Online Coordinator, the Clerk of Assembly (GAV, 2014, Min 66):

1. requests and allocates the budget (initial setup, annual maintenance,
logo refresh, photography, design etc.);

2. has overall supervision of all tasks outlined below;

3 is finally responsible for implementation and adherence to the ‘Policy’
and ‘Protocols’;

4, may select and convene a task-force working group to advise and

assist him.

Members of the task-force working group advising and assisting the
Online Coordinator may be, from time to time:

1.

Network Administrator:
the technical behind-the-scenes person;
a) manages:
i) the email system;
i) PCV domain names and associated hosting;
i) troubleshooting of website and email;
iv) security controls and procedures;
b) reports regularly to the Online Coordinator.

Website and Social Media Publisher:
a) updates the PCV website;
b) organises for items to be published on Social Media by:
i) keeping an events calendar up to date as information arises
or as requested by the Clerks of Assembly;
i) updating the news section of the website with news and
events relevant to the PCV;
iii) ensuring all contact details and links are current;
iv) soliciting and organising the publishing of content to social
media;
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c) reports regularly to the Online Coordinator.

3. PCV Email Network Operator:
a) operates the PCV Email Network according to the PCV Email
Network protocol,
b) reports regularly to the Online Coordinator.

Additional persons, not necessarily part of the task-force working
group:

1. Social Media Moderators:

There are currently four channels of Social Media, namely: Facebook,

Twitter, You Tube and Google Plus:

a) the Online Coordinator designates a responsible person for each
channel (this person could be a staff-member, minister or
volunteer);

b) this person is then responsible for monitoring comments,
publishing material as directed and referring inquiries or problems
as they arise to the Online Coordinator.

2. Photographer, video editor, designer etc:
There will be persons who are requested to complete specific tasks,
from time to time, as directed by the Online Coordinator.

Further Aspects and Definitions

Websites

Domain names owned by the PCV or connected to the PCV
pcv.org.au

pcvic.org (owned by Michael Wharton, currently pointing to pcv.org.au)

Email
Office bearers are given exclusive access to an appropriate email address
for the duration of their service. e.g. officeholder@pcv.org.au

All current ministers or home missionaries automatically receive a
pcv.org.au email address, which either redirects to their current email
address or is connected, if they have so requested, to a mailbox. e.g.
fred.nurks@pcv.org.au

It is a requirement that office bearers and ministers / home missionaries by
virtue of their role agree to and adhere to the Safe Church Policy and
Privacy Policy of the PCV while using a pcv.org.au email address. All current
ministers, home missionaries and office bearers who receive and send
emails containing personally identifiable and/or sensitive information about
individuals in the course of fulfilling their roles must use an email address
that is not accessible to anyone other than themselves (for example, no
shared email addresses with spouses are to be used by current ministers,
home missionaries and office bearers when using email relating to
personally identifiable and/or sensitive information about individuals). For a

131


mailto:officeholder@pcv.org.au
mailto:fred.nurks@pcv.org.au

definition of ‘personally identifiable and/or sensitive information’, see section
1 of the PCV Privacy Policy.

Simple step by step set up instructions for those using a mailbox will be
provided, on request:

1. that explain how Outlook or Mail can use the PCV email address;
2. that explain how users of Gmail or Yahoo can use the PCV email
address.

Social Media

Facebook = the main portal of interaction for most people online;
Twitter = a rolling journalistic feed of information, useful during events;
You Tube = a place for posting training videos;

Google Plus = a less used and more technical social media feed.

Because these social media channels officially represent the PCV it is best
for the content to come from a single source. However comments will need
moderation and inquiries will need responding to, so volunteer moderators
will be needed to monitor each channel.

PCV Email network

1. to receive and distribute information relevant to the PCV;

2. the Network Operator makes decisions as to whether submitted
content is relevant and appropriate for distribution according to the
PCV Email network Protocol, consulting with the Clerk of Assembly
when necessary.

PROTOCOLS

1. Protocol for PCV Email Network (amended from GAV 2003, Min.

82):

a) The PCV email network list is open to anyone, anywhere in the
world, upon request. Users should remember this when
submitting material. Sensitive information is to be strictly
avoided.

b) The operator shall ensure that the email distribution list is kept
strictly private.

c) When a person joins the list, the operator shall send him or her
a copy of this protocol by email.

d) Members can unsubscribe at any time by clicking on ‘click here
to unsubscribe’ at the bottom of a list email.

e) The purpose of the list is to distribute information of general
interest to members and friends of the church, including news
from congregations, presbyteries and assembly committees
concerning ordinations, inductions, special meetings and
events etc.

f) Persons submitting items of a personal nature relating to other
persons (for example, prayer requests, or change of contact
details) must first obtain the prior approval of any persons
named (or, if they are unable to give that consent, of their next
of kin), and must then advise the operator that this approval
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has been obtained when submitting such items for distribution.
Without this advice such items will not be distributed.

When posting a submission, users should include a summary
description in the ‘subject’ heading; for example, ‘PCV Ministry
Conference, 8-10 April’ or ‘Statement by the Barnabas Fund
concerning Pakistan’.

Users are requested to avoid posts that are likely to be
controversial. The network is for dissemination of information,
not for debate.

No copyrighted material may be posted without the consent of
the original author or website. Material in the public domain
must include a link to the original site with attribution to the
original author.

All items must be approved by the operator. If the operator is in
doubt concerning the legitimacy of material submitted, or of the
wisdom of publishing it, he will consult with the Clerk of the
Assembly, who shall have the final say in what is posted.

Users should send messages as plain, unformatted text. If files
are attached, they should be in a widely readable format, such
as Adobe PDF, and kept as small as possible. Users must
ensure that such attachments do not contain viruses.

PCV Email Protocol (for users of a PCV Email address)

User Responsibilities
When using the email or Social Media users must at all times:

Respect the privacy and personal rights of others.

Take all reasonable steps to ensure copyright is not infringed
Take all reasonable care not to plagiarise another person's
work; or defame another person.

Not forward or otherwise copy a personal email (except with
permission of the author) or an email which contains personal
information or an opinion about a person whose identity is
apparent (except with permission of that person).

Not send forged messages, or obtain or use someone else's
email address or password without proper authorisation.

Not send mass distribution bulk messages and/or advertising
without direct approval of the Online Coordinator.

Not send SPAM (refer Relevant Australian Legislation). The
user must ensure that the recipient(s) of the intended email
have consented to receive such email(s).

Not harass, intimidate or threaten another person/s.

Not send sexually explicit material, even if it is believed that the
receiver will not object. Remember, the intended receiver may
not be the only person to access the communication.

Adhere to the PCV Safe Church practices as set out in PCV
Safe Church Policy, Guidelines and Protocols document.

Standards Required When Using Email
Appropriate standards of civility should be used when using your
official PCV email address to communicate with your colleagues,
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congregation or members of the public, or any other message
recipients. When using the email or messaging system users must
not send emails that violate PCV Safe Church practices. Email should
not be assumed to be a private medium. Be conscious that anything
you write in email can be forwarded (accidentally or otherwise),
misaddressed or otherwise accessed by people it was not intended
for.

Forwarding of Emails — Privacy and Ownership of Copyright
The PCV owns copyright in all email correspondence created by
office holders in relation to their employment duties.

Copyright in work-related email will not be infringed by forwarding a
message to another office holder or interested party on a need-to-
know basis. However, care must be taken if an email contains
personal information. Under the Privacy and Data Protection Act
2014 No.60 (VIC), "Personal Information means information or an
opinion, whether true or not, about a person whose identity is
apparent". This kind of information must not be forwarded or copied
without prior permission from the person who is the subject of the
personal information.

Copyright in a personal/non-work related email belongs to the writer
of the message. A personal email must never be copied or forwarded
without permission of the writer.

Copyright will be infringed if you send, without permission of the
copyright owner, an audio or video file, music charts/lyrics,
commercial photographs, journal article or report to another person
using email.

Commercial Usage Prohibited

The private commercial use of your official PCV email address for
email and messaging is not allowed. Email must not be used for
private commercial purposes unless permission is granted by the
Online Coordinator.

Forwarding of emails after contract expiry or end-date

Your official PCV email access will cease on expiration of
employment with the PCV or office. An option to forward email to
another external email account for professional or work-related
reasons must be authorised by the Online Coordinator and shall not
exceed 6 months.

PCV Social Media Protocol

The protocol that describes what type of content is posted and how

comments are moderated on PCV Social Media Channels:

a) Appropriate content posted by PCV (e.g. articles, videos, links
etc.) for social media is determined according to the PCV
Internet Policy, Guidelines and Protocols document.
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b) Comments are moderated according to PCV Safe Church and
Privacy Policy and will be deleted if they are determined by the
appointed Social Media Moderator as not upholding the ethos of
the PCV.

c) Privacy — written permission (in either digital or paper format)
from persons concerned is required before posting a public
photo or video of them on social media. Personally identifiable
and sensitive information relating to individuals (i.e. residential
addresses, email addresses, phone numbers, date of birth, etc.)
should not be made public without written permission (in either
digital or paper format).

d) For further guidance, see the safe Church Social Media
Guidelines.

6. Replace the word ‘six’ with the word ‘seven’ in clause 2 of the METRO
Committee Regulations.

7. Regarding the Clerkship Committee regulations:
a. insert the wording of GAV 2013 Min. 66(3.1)(b), so that regulation 4(h) will
read, as follows:

h)

perform the role of the Clerkship Review Committee as specified in
the terms of settlement for the Assembly Clerk; this review shall
include:

i) the roles and specific duties of the Clerk;

ii) the performance of the Clerk during his time in office;

iii) the terms of settlement of the Clerk; and

iv) the reappointment of the Clerk.

b. amend the regulations to provide for the appointment by the Assembly of a
past moderator of the Assembly for a three year term so that regulation 2 will

read:

2.

Membership

The committee shall consist of:

a) a convener (who shall be a past-moderator of the General
Assembly) appointed by the General Assembly for a three year
term; and

b) the immediate past moderator, the Moderator, the Law Agent,
the Convener of the Business Committee, the Convener of the
Maintenance of the Ministry Committee, and the Chairman of
the Board of Investment and Finance.

8. Replace regulation 9 and 10 of the Health and Community Chaplaincy
Committee with the following:

9.

Special Collections

The committee shall recommend to Boards of Management the taking
of a special collection on Good Friday each year (or such other date
as is convenient to the charge) to support the work of the committee.
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10. Tertiary Chaplaincy
The committee shall:

a)

b)

c)

Receive reports from Tertiary Chaplains/Campus Workers who
are communicants or adherents of the PCV and deal with all
matters relating to their work.

Support and contribute to the funding of Tertiary
Chaplains/Campus Workers who are communicants or
adherents of the PCV.

Report to the General Assembly on the work of the Tertiary
Chaplains/Campus Workers.

9. Appoint the Selection Committee, as follows:

Metro:

H Lim (18), R Carner (19), D Carroll (17), R Butcher (19), J

Angelico (17)
Non-metro:

C Garrett (Convener) (19), N Harvey (17)
The motion was seconded and approved.

84. Overture 1 — APWM (Vic), re: renaming of the Assembly’s General Mission

Program

The overture was laid on the table and received.
The overture was stated by Rev Philip Burns.

Questions were asked of

the overturists.

(1) Rev Philip Burns moved:

That the Assembly:
Sustain the overture.

The motion was seconded and approved.
(2) Rev Philip Burns moved:

That the Assembly:

Change the name of the ‘General Mission Program’ to the ‘Gospel Advancement

Program’.

The motion was seconded and disapproved.

85. Overture 3 - Health and Community Chaplaincy and Social Services
Committees, re: proposed merger of the committees

The overture was laid on the table and received.

The overture was stated by Rev Miles Fagan.

Questions were asked of

the overturists.

(1) Rev Miles Fagan moved:

That the Assembly:
Sustain the overture.

The motion was seconded and approved.
(2) Rev Miles Fagan moved:

That the Assembly:

1. Agree to prepare a proposal for the merger of the Social Services Committee
and the Health and Community Chaplaincy.

2.  Appoint an Ad Hoc Committee for the Merger of the SSC and HCCC to develop
a proposal for merging the two committees, consisting of Rev Philip Court
(Convener), Rev Miles Fagan, Mrs Kathy James, Mr Robert Lowe and Rev

Peter Phillips.
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3.

Request the ad hoc committee to submit this proposal to the 2017 General
Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

86.

Overture 4 — Presbytery of Gippsland, re: responding to moral failure

The overture was laid on the table and received.
The overture was stated by Rev Cameron Garrett and Rev Heath Easton.
Questions were asked of the overturists.
(1) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the overture.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(2) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:
That the Assembly:

1.

Endorse the PCNSW document ‘Responding to Moral Failure’ as a useful guide
for presbyteries that engage in disciplinary proceedings
http://mmpcnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Responding-to-Moral-
Failure-within-the-PCNSW-v7.pdf.

Request the Code and General Administration Committee to develop a PCV
customised edition of the ‘Responding to Moral Failure’ document which better
reflects the PCV.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(3) Rev Douglas Milne moved:

That the Assembly:
Instruct the Code Committee, when developing the customised edition of
‘Responding to Moral Failure’, to make changes as follows:

a.

b.

C.

that the Document’s sense of ‘moral failure’ (p.2) be expanded to include
homosexual behaviours and other gender aberrations;

that the words be added (p.6) ‘the presbytery has a moral obligation to provide
professional counselling for the third party and their family’;

that restoration to ministry for ‘unplanned and non-repeated occasion of sexual
intercourse outside of marriage with immediate, voluntary confession and
repentance’ (p.10) not be possible;

that (p10, additional point 13) ‘The presbytery advises the offending minister, as
part of the repentance process, to give his former congregation a fresh start by
making his domicile in some other part of Australia’.

that (p.10, additional point 14) ‘In the event of a serving moderator of the GAV
(or any other Assembly official) being found in moral failure, the Presbytery
immediately call for a special General Assembly (Code of Discipline 9:18)'.

It was decided to take the motion clause by clause.
Clause (a) was approved.
Clause (b) was approved.
Clause (c) was approved.

Dissent:

Rev Michael Jensen

Elder Peter Stanton

Rev Philip Court

Rev Philip Mercer

Rev Willem Vandenberg
Clause (d) was disapproved.
Clause (e) was approved.
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Final Decision
The Assembly resolved to:

1. Sustain the overture.

2. Endorse the PCNSW document ‘Responding to Moral Failure’ as a useful guide
for presbyteries that engage in disciplinary proceedings
http://mmpcnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Responding-to-Moral-
Failure-within-the-PCNSW-v7.pdf.

3. Request the Code and General Administration Committee to develop a PCV
customised edition of the ‘Responding to Moral Failure’ document which better
reflects the PCV.

4. Instruct the Code Committee, when developing the customised edition of
‘Responding to Moral Failure’, to make changes as follows:

a) that the Document’s sense of ‘moral failure’ (p.2) be expanded to include
homosexual behaviours and other gender aberrations;

b) that the words be added (p.6) ‘the presbytery has a moral obligation to
provide professional counselling for the third party and their family’;

c) that restoration to ministry for ‘unplanned and non-repeated occasion of
sexual intercourse outside of marriage with immediate, voluntary
confession and repentance’ (p.10) not be possible;

d) that (p.10, additional point 14) ‘In the event of a serving moderator of the
GAV (or any other Assembly official) being found in moral failure the
Presbytery immediately call for a special General Assembly (Code of
Discipline 9:18)’.

87. Petition 5 — Presbytery of Melbourne North, re: Epping sites reserve
The petitioners were brought to the bar.
The petition was taken as read and received.
The petitioners stated the petition.
Questions were asked.
(1) The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(2) The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:

1. Direct the Board of Investment and Finance to release $27,500 from Epping
Presbyterian Church Sites Reserve or accrued interest within 30 days.

2. Authorise payment by the Board of Investment and Finance of income earned
by the Epping Presbyterian Church Sites Reserve Fund for a three year period
subject to presbytery approval of the Epping Presbyterian Church three-year
strategic plan.

The motion was seconded and approved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:
1. Grant the prayer of the petition.
2. Direct the Board of Investment and Finance to release $27,500 from Epping
Presbyterian Sites Reserve or accrued interest within 30 days.
3. Authorise payment by the Board of Investment and Finance of income earned
by the Epping Presbyterian Church Sites Reserve Fund for a three year period
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subject to presbytery approval of the Epping Presbyterian Church three-year
strategic plan.
The Moderator removed the parties from the bar.

It was agreed to adjourn the sitting until 9:30am Friday 7 October 2016.

The sitting was resumed at 9:30am Friday 7 October with the reading of scripture,
prayer and the singing of a hymn.

Rev Barry Oakes raised a point of privilege.
The Moderator ruled that there had been a breach of privilege.
The breach of privilege was rectified.

88. Petition 1 — Presbytery of Geelong, re: rule 4:89(b) and the Model Trust
Deed

The petitioners were brought to the bar.

The petition was taken as read and received.

The petitioners stated the petition.

Questions were asked.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Request the Board of Investment and Finance to seek Counsel's opinion as to
whether the provisions of the PCV Model Trust Deed allow for such transfer or
disposal of property as outlined in GAV May 2015 Min 14.1, namely: ‘Declare that in
a union of congregations, there is no in-principle reason why the property of the
uniting congregations could not be made available for the benefit of the united
congregation without a congregation having to be dissolved, according to Code
4:89.” and report back to the Assembly with that opinion, and, if necessary, extend
that opinion to indicate in what way the Model Trust Deed could be amended to
achieve that outcome.

The motion was seconded and approved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:

1. Grant the prayer of the petition.

2. Request the Board of Investment and Finance to seek Counsel’s opinion as to
whether the provisions of the PCV Model Trust Deed allow for such transfer or
disposal of property as outlined in GAV May 2015 Min 14.1, namely: ‘Declare
that in a union of congregations, there is no in-principle reason why the property
of the uniting congregations could not be made available for the benefit of the
united congregation without a congregation having to be dissolved, according to
Code 4:89. and report back to the Assembly with that opinion, and, if
necessary, extend that opinion to indicate in what way the Model Trust Deed
could be amended to achieve that outcome.

The Moderator removed the parties from the bar.
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89. Petition 2 — Presbytery of Melbourne West, re: funding for the Brimbank

congregation

The petitioners were brought to the bar.

The petition was taken as read and received.

The petitioners stated the petition.

Questions were asked.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Authorise the Ministry Development Committee, at its discretion and subject to its
own guidelines, to provide a grant to Brimbank Presbyterian Church for the current
2016/17 financial year, as well as the 2017/18, 2018/19, 2019/20 and 2020/21
financial years (if grants are needed).

The motion was seconded and approved.

Announcement of Final Decision