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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA

At Melbourne, and within the Werner Brodbeck Hall, Assembly Hall, 156 Collins
Street, Melbourne, on Tuesday 5 May 2015 at 10.30am.

1. Constitution

The Commission of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met
by appointment of the previous General Assembly (BB 2014 min. 129).

Moderator's Chaplain Rev Philip Burns led the Commission of Assembly with an
exposition of Matthew 10:1-16 and the singing of a hymn.

The Moderator constituted the Commission of Assembly with prayer.

2. Roll

The Clerk intimated that the Roll of the Commission of Assembly consisted of those
members whose names are on the Roll of the General Assembly, October 2014, and
who remain qualified to be members of the Assembly.

3. Apologies
The Deputy Clerk intimated that the following apologies for non-attendance had been
received:
Ministers: Keith Allen, Ivan Barker, Keith Bell, Tony Bird, Robert Boan, Ken Brown,
Robert Carner, Felix Chung, Dallas Clarnette, Phil Daffy, Rob Duncanson, Alan
Every, Wally Gear, Marvin Hagans, Neil Harvey, Ben Johnson, lan Leach, Phil
Mercer, Douglas Milne, Clinton le Page, James Playfoot, Hugh Price, Chris
Siriweera, Gary Stephens, Peter Swinn, Gary Wentworth, Walter Zurrer.
Elders: Malcolm Browning, Craig Coates, Ralph Kop, Geoff Cross, Tom Fleming,
Doug Fraser, Russ Grinter, Walter Lawrence, Rex McCarron, Alec McRae, Paul
Ridgewell, David Selman, Norm Sharp, Maitland Vertigan, Peter Winstanley, Merv
York.
The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:

Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

4, Associations

The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Associate Rev David Currie, minister of the Church of Scotland and assistant
minister at The Scots’ Church Melbourne.

The motion was seconded and approved.

5. Business Committee

The report of the Business Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev Dr Jared Hood, moved the deliverance:

That the Commission of Assembly:

Determine the hours of meeting to be 10:30am to the finish of business, with:
lunch 12:30pm to 1:30pm; refreshments 3:40pm to 4:00pm; dinner 5:30pm
to 6:30pm, as necessary.

Determine the time for speakers to be as follows:

20 minutes in total for:



Conveners and seconders moving deliverances as a whole
Petitioners—stating the petition
Appellants—stating the appeal
Respondents to appeals
Question time
15 minutes in total for:
Overturists—stating the overture
5 minutes for:
Appellants in reply
Movers of substantive motions and amendments
All other speakers.
Appoint a Ballot Committee for the Commission of Assembly consisting of:
Ministers: Stuart Withers (Convener), Toby Mcintosh.
Elders: Bert Stasse, Doug Fraser.

Permit committee conveners and chairpersons who are not members of the
Commission of Assembly to address the Commission of Assembly when
their respective committee’s report and deliverance is before the Assembly.

Permit Mr Geoff Cox, in his role as (acting) Law Agent of the PCV, to remain in
the court during all sederunts, including when meeting in private, so that he
may give legal advice to the Commission of Assembly as required.

Approve the Order of Business.

The motion was seconded and approved.

6. Election of Moderator-Designate

The Clerk’s report was laid on the table and received.
The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Receive the nominations of Rev Kyung Rae Ee (minister, Shepparton) and
Rev Mark Everett Smith (minister, Drouin) for the position of Moderator-
Designate 2015.

2. Proceed to elect the Moderator-Designate by preferential ballot as per
regulations.

The motion was seconded and approved. (min. 8)

7. Appointment of Law Agent

The Clerk’s report on the procedure by which the nominations for the position of Law

Agent had come before the Commission of Assembly was received.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Appoint Mr Geoff Cox, BA, LLB, to the position of Law Agent, Presbyterian
Church of Victoria, on the terms as agreed to by the Board of Investment and
Finance.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Pray that the Lord will uphold and guide Mr Cox as he serves the church as Law
Agent.

The motion was seconded and approved.

The Moderator welcomed Mr Cox to the Commission of Assembly, congratulated him

on his appointment as Law Agent and led the Commission of Assembly in prayer.

Mr Cox addressed the Commission of Assembly.

Mr Edward de Zilwa, Chairman of the BIF, addressed the Commission of Assembly.



The Clerk addressed the Commission of Assembly on the role of the Law Agent.

8. Election of Moderator Designate — Result of the Ballot (min. 6)

The Moderator announced that, as the result of the ballot, the Moderator-Designate
of the 2015 General Assembly is Rev Mark Everett Smith.

The Moderator led the Commission of Assembly in prayer.

Rev Mark Smith addressed the Commission of Assembly.

9. Theological Education Committee

The report of the Theological Education Committee was laid on the table and
received.

The Convener, Rev Kevin Maxwell, moved the deliverance.

The motion was seconded.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1 and 2 were moved and seconded.

Debate was adjourned to take up the fixed order of the day. (min. 11)

10. Petition 1 — from Hawthorn Board of Management re: Sale of 573
Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn
The petitioners were brought to the bar.
The petition was taken as read and received.
The petitioners stated the petition.
Questions were asked.
(1) The Clerk moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(2) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
1. Approve the sale of the Hawthorn Manse, 573 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn.
2.  Approve the use of the proceeds of the sale of the Hawthorn Manse to
purchase another Manse for the use of the Hawthorn parish.
3. Instruct the BIF to hold in a Sites Reserve any remaining proceeds of sale as
per BIF regulation 10.
The motion was seconded and approved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:
1. Grant the prayer of the petition.
2. Approve the sale of the Hawthorn Manse, 573 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn.
3. Approve the use of the proceeds of the sale of the sale of the Hawthorn
manse to purchase another manse for the use of the Hawthorn parish.
4. Instruct the BIF to hold in a Sites Reserve any remaining proceeds of sale as
per BIF regulation 10.
The Moderator removed the petitioners from the bar.

11. Theological Education Committee (min. 9)
Debate was resumed.

Clause 1 was approved.

Clause 2 was approved.

Clauses 3 and 4 were approved.



The deliverance as a whole was moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Approve the funding partnership for training candidates for ministry in the
PCV, with 50% of the cost of training being contributed by the PCV through
the TEC Bursary Fund and the other 50% by the candidates for ministry,
from 1 January 2016.

2.  Approve the funding of the TEC Bursary Fund from GMP, the amount given
each year to be calculated using the following formula, effective from 1 July
2016, which shall supersede all previous provisions to fund the TEC Bursary
Fund from GMP:

(Effective number of full-time candidates at 31 March each year) x
(the cost of a candidate’s fees for that year) x 0.35

Where the cost of a candidate’s fees per year is given by the following
formula:

Number of ACT accredited subjects required to meet GAA CC
requirements/4 x ((2 x the cost of a single graduate subject (4cps)) +
the cost of a single undergraduate subject (4cps))/3

3. Grant to the TEC the authority to raise funds across the denomination to
contribute to the perpetual portion of the Bursary Fund for the purpose of
funding candidate training and supporting candidates while training.

4. Give thanks to God for the prudent financial management of the BIF, the
hard work of the General Manager and thoughtful engagement of the
members of the BIF in supporting the work of the PTC and the training of
candidates.

The motion was seconded and approved.
The Moderator led the Commission of Assembly in prayer.

12.  Christian Education and Nurture Committee
The report of the Christian Education and Nurture Committee was laid on the table
and received.
In the absence of the Convener (Rev Scott Kroeger) Rev Hui Lim moved the
deliverance.
It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.
Clause 1 was moved and seconded.
(1) Rev Dean Carroll moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
Amend clause 1 by adding the words “and two months” after the word “years” so that
the clause would read:
1. Reappoint Rev Brian Harvey to the position of the Youth Ministries Director
for a period of five years and two months, as of 1 May 2015.
The amendment was seconded and approved.
Clause 1 as amended was approved.
The Moderator congratulated Rev Brian Harvey on his reappointment.
Rev Brian Harvey briefly addressed the Commission of Assembly.
The Moderator led the Commission of Assembly in prayer.
Clauses 3-5 were approved.

(2) The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
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That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Reappoint Rev Brian Harvey to the position of the Youth Ministries Director
for a period of five years and two months, as of 1 May 2015.

2. Authorise the CENC and Rev Brian Harvey to sign the BIF-approved
Committee Staff contract with terms in the Schedule in line with CENC's
approved budget.

3. Thank Rev Brian Harvey for the godly and faithful way he has worked for the
church over the last three years.

4. Pray for Rev Brian Harvey regarding the work he undertakes on behalf of the
General Assembly among the youth of the church.

The motion was seconded and approved.

13. Board of Investment and Finance
The report of the Board of Investment and Finance was laid on the table and
received.
In the absence of the Chairman (Elder Edward de Zilwa) Rev Mark Smith moved the
deliverance.
The motion was seconded.
It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.
Clauses 1-3 were approved.
Clause 4 was moved and seconded.
(1) Elder Andrew May moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
Amend Clause 4 to include the $5,000 honorarium in the METRO budget so that the
motion would read:
4.  Approve the Committee Budgets for 2015/16 as presented, with the inclusion
of the $5,000 honorarium in the METRO budget.
The amendment was approved.
Clause 4 as amended was approved.

(2) The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Give thanks to God for his continued material blessings on our
denomination.

2.  Approve a grant of $200,000 from the Balfour memorial trust to the TEC
bursary fund as a perpetual amount, with the interest to be used to fund
scholarships and bursaries in accordance with TEC policy and the terms of
the bursary trust.

3. Ratify the decision to transfer the Pinches bequest ($100,667) to the TEC
Bursary fund.

4.  Approve the Committee Budgets for 2015/16 as presented, with the inclusion
of the $5,000 honorarium in the METRO budget.

The motion was seconded and approved.

14. Code and General Administration Committee

The report of the Code and General Administration Committee was laid on the table
and received.

The Convener moved the deliverance.

The motion was seconded.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1 and 2 were approved.

Clause 3 was approved.
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The deliverance as a whole was moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Declare that in a union of congregations, there is no in-principle reason why
the property of the uniting congregations could not be made available for the
benefit of the united congregation without a congregation having to be
dissolved, according to Code 4:89.

2. Declare that any making available of the property of the uniting
congregations to the united congregation would be by the General
Assembly, pursuant to the Model Trust Deeds under which churches and
manses are held in trust for the Church, informing the trustees that the land
is to be used as a site for a church for public worship by a particular
congregation recognised by it.

3. Declare that in preparing an ‘agreement for union’ a Presbytery ought not
assume:

a. that the whole of the property of uniting congregations would be made
available by the Assembly to a united congregation; or

b. that the Assembly would approve the sale of more property than would
be necessary to provide for the needs of the united congregation, given
the requirements of rule 4:89, that ‘In effecting the union ... of a
congregation the Presbytery takes care that no property is needlessly
alienated from the church’.

The motion was seconded and approved.

15. General Mission Program Committee

The report of the General Mission Program Committee was laid on the table and

received.

The Convener, Rev Phil Court, moved the deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clause 1 was moved and seconded.

(1) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:

That the Commission:
Amend clause 1 by replacing the figure of $101,000 alongside Theological
Education — Bursary Fund with the figure of $328,000.

The amendment was seconded.

It was agreed to adjourn the debate. (min. 20)

16. Health and Community Chaplaincy Committee
The report of the Health and Community Chaplaincy Committee was laid on the table
and received.

17. Maintenance of the Ministry Committee

The report of the Maintenance of the Ministry Committee was laid on the table and
received.

The Convener, Elder Dennis Wright, moved the deliverance.

The motion was seconded.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1-3 e. were approved.

(1) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:

Amend clause 3 f. by replacing all words with the following, so that it would read:
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f.

that the Employer Super Guarantee Contributions be paid on the actual
remuneration and the additional Employer Super Contribution be set at
6% of actual remuneration for the year commencing 1 July 2015;

The amendment was seconded and disapproved.
Clause 3 f. was approved.
Clauses 4-5 were approved.

(2) The deliverance as a whole as was moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Remind presbyteries to follow up actively the submission of Annual Parish
Reports by each parish within its bounds, by the due date, so that the
Committee can do the work the Assembly expects.

2. Remind presbyteries to take seriously their responsibility to review and
process all grant and subsidy applications, and keep the record of ministers’
Long Service Leave up to date and inform the convener of any changes.

3. Declare that as from 1 July 2015:

a.
b.

C.

The minimum remuneration will be $51,792.00.
The minimum stipend component of minimum remuneration will be
$33,900.00.
The maximum non-cash benefit component of minimum remuneration will
be $17,892.00.
The sustentation qualifying stipend will be $23,496.00 per annum;
therefore the maximum sustentation grant available to a parish will be
$10,404.00.
The additional amount for travel over 6,000kms of the distance agreed
between the minister and his parish as his annual distance of travel on
church related matters remains at 49 cents per km.
The rate of parish contribution to the PCV Superannuation Fund be
maintained at 15% of actual remuneration for the year commencing 1
July 2015.
Supply preaching fees for the year commencing 1 July 2015 increase by
2.5%, so that they become:
$133 for one service;
$154 for two services;
$183 for three services, using the same sermon on the same day;
$242 for two services or more, with separate sermons; and
that the travel reimbursement for supply preachers remain at 49 cents
per km.

4. Set the Long Service Leave Levy for the financial year 2015-16 at $350 per
parish per minister, to be paid by:

a.

b.

every parish, whether there is a settled minister, a home missionary or a
vacancy; and

any General Assembly Committee that is responsible for the employment
of any church worker who is entitled to receive Long Service Leave under
the Maintenance of the Ministry Committee regulations.

5. Discontinue the superannuation subsidy previously available as at 30 June
2015.
The motion was seconded and approved.

18. Safe Church PCV
The report of Safe Church PCV was laid on the table and received.
The Clerk moved the deliverance:
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That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Request the Business Committee to reserve the Agenda for the 5" Sederunt
(Wednesday, 7 October 2015, 7.00pm — 8.30pm) entirely for Safe Church to
report, and to invite spokespersons from Victoria Police’s SANO taskforce to
address the Assembly, together with all Safe Church local representatives,
and then to field a question and answer session.

2. Strongly encourage full attendance by every member of Assembly.

3. Invite all Safe Church local representatives to attend.

The motion was seconded and approved.

19. Ad Hoc Committee re: Sites Reserve Fund
The report of the Ad Hoc Committee re: Sites Reserve Fund was laid on the table
and received.

20. General Mission Program Committee (min. 15)
Debate was resumed on the amendment to Clause 1.
The Moderator was asked to rule on the competency of the amendment.
The Moderator ruled that the amendment was competent.
(1) Rev Darren Middleton moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:

Amend the amendment by replacing the figure of $328,000 with the figure of

$200,000.
The proposed amendment was seconded.
(2) Rev Bruce Riding moved the previous question with regard to the amendment
and the amendment to the amendment.
The motion was seconded and approved.
Clause 1 was approved.
Clauses 2-8 were approved.
Very Rev Allan Harman sought leave to move a motion as arising from the debate.
Leave was granted.
(3) Very Rev Allan Harman moved an additional clause 9:
That the Commission of Assembly:

9. Request the Committee to:

a. reconsider the formulation of the GMP for CPI; and
b. report to the General Assembly in October with proposals.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(4) The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
1. Approve the General Mission Program for the financial year 2015/16 as

follows:
2015/16
$
ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES:
Australian Presbyterian World Mission (Vic.) 30,000
State News 1,500
Theological Education — Bursary Fund 101,000
SUB-TOTAL: ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES 132,500
INTERDENOMINATIONAL ENTERPRISES:
Australian Christian Lobby 11,600
ACCESS Ministries 25,900
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2015/16

$

Council for Chaplains in Tertiary Institutions 500

Victorian Council of Churches: Displan 600

SUB-TOTAL: INTERDENOMINATIONAL 38,600
OTHER GRANTS:

Presbyterian Inland Mission 6,250

SUB-TOTAL: OTHER GRANTS 6,250

GRAND TOTAL 177,350

Resolve that the formula for the allocation of the General Mission Program to
presbyteries as approved at the Commission of Assembly should continue

for the year 2015/16.

Approve the allocation of the total General Mission Program for the financial

year 2015/16 as follows:

PRESBYTERY Percentage 2015/16

of total $
Ballarat 4.10% 7,272
Benalla 5.41% 9,595
Flinders 12.82% 22,729
Geelong 3.75% 6,649
Gippsland 4.33% 7,688
Kilnoorat 6.57% 11,654
Maroondah 7.70% 13,663
Melbourne East 20.54% 36,423
Melbourne North 15.09% 26,759
Melbourne West 16.69% 29,592
North Western Victoria 3.00% 5,326
TOTAL 100.00% 177,350

Request presbyteries to allocate the General Mission Program to their
several parishes, and instruct them to advise parishes in writing of their
respective allocated amounts, and further, to advise the Church Office of
such allocations.

Request presbyteries to recognise that the total of the approved General
Mission Program, and thus the amount allocated to the presbyteries, is the
minimum amount required by the committees of the General Assembly to
perform their respective purposes, and therefore encourage parishes to
subscribe more to the GMP where their circumstances permit or where
special efforts provide additional funds.

Request presbyteries to ask parishes to pay their GMP allocations in full
early in the financial year 2015/16, or where this is not possible, to pay the
amounts by monthly or quarterly instalments.

Encourage our ministers and elders to give particular attention in their public
ministry, to the biblical teaching on the responsibility of generous giving for
the furtherance of the gospel, setting aside a particular Sunday in each
congregation for this purpose.

Encourage Boards of Management to accept that the principle of
Presbyterianism is one of mutual support and responsibility and not of
independence from one another, and therefore when dealing with the matter
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of their contributions to the GMP, to take into account the importance of
supporting the collective effort of our church.
9. Request the Committee to:
a. reconsider the formulation of the GMP for CPI; and
b. report to the General Assembly in October with proposals.
The motion was seconded and approved.

21. Commission to confirm minutes

The Clerk moved:

That the Commission of Assembly:
Appoint the Moderator and the Clerks of Assembly a Special Commission to
scrutinise the minutes of this Commission with the power to make any
necessary corrections and to confirm them, and that a copy thereof be sent to
members of the Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

22. Ballot Committee discharged
The Clerk moved:
That the Commission of Assembly:
Thank and discharge the Ballot Committee.
The motion was seconded and approved.

23. Dissolution

The business of the Commission of Assembly now being concluded, the Moderator
closed the meeting with prayer and the benediction.

Certificate

| certify that the minutes of this Commission, having been carefully scrutinised, are
hereby confirmed in terms of minute 21 thereof.

Rt Rev David Alfred Robert Brown
Moderator

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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REPORTS

BUSINESS COMMITTEE (Min. 5)

The Business Committee has met to receive and review all papers proposed to be
submitted to the Commission of Assembly and is satisfied that they are duly attested,
drawn up in proper form, and competent.

Outline of business
The committee will present a proposed agenda at the start of the Commission. As a
guide, the committee will seek to arrange business according to the following outline.

CoNoOoO~wWNE

Devotions and Constitution

Roll

Apologies

Associations

Business Committee, pl (del pl1)

Election of Moderator-Designate, p3 (del p3)

Election of Law Agent, p4 (del p4)

Theological Education Committee, p5 (del p10)

Christian Education and Nurture Committee, p11 (del p13)
Board of Investment and Finance, pl14 (del p17)

Code and General Administration Committee, p65 (del p74)
General Mission Program Committee, p75 (del p77)

Health and Community Chaplaincy Committee, p83 (no del)
Maintenance of the Ministry Committee, p85 (del p86)

Safe Church — PCV, p88 (del p89)

Ad Hoc Committee on Sites Reserve, p90 (no del)

Petition 1. Hawthorn Board of Management—Sale of Property, p115, NOM Al
Commission to confirm minutes, NOM A2

Ballot Committee discharged, NOM A3

Dissolution

Jared C Hood
CONVENER
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NOMINATIONS FOR MODERATOR-DESIGNATE (Min. 6)

The following nominations for the position of Moderator-Designate 2015 have been
received:

Rev Kyung Rae Ee (minister, Shepparton): presbyteries of Benalla and Geelong;

Rev Mark Everett Smith (minister, Drouin): presbyteries of Melbourne North and
North Western Victoria.

John P Wilson
CLERK OF ASSEMBLY
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NOMINATION FOR LAW AGENT (Min. 7)
The following nomination for Law Agent has been received:

Mr Geoff Cox, BA, LLB (McCracken & McCracken): presbyteries of Ballarat,
Melbourne East, Melbourne North and Gippsland.

Geoff Cox, BA, LLB
Mr Geoff Cox, a member of Bundoora Presbyterian Church, is a lawyer with over 11
years of experience.

Geoff graduated from the University of Melbourne in 2002 after having completed a
combined Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts degree. He joined McCracken &
McCracken Lawyers as Articled Clerk in 2003 and was admitted to practice in 2004.
Geoff became a partner of the firm in 2010.

Geoff's practice areas include property, commercial and workplace law and he
provides advice to a range of clients including incorporated associations, not-for-
profit groups, private clients and commercial entities.

Geoff is currently a member of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria Trusts
Corporation and Board of Investment and Finance. He has been the Acting Law
Agent of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria since October 2014 and is also a
Director and Company Secretary for the Melbourne School of Theology (MST) and
chair of the Missions Development Committee for Scripture Union Victoria.

It is Geoff's hope that, under God, the Presbyterian Church of Victoria would continue
to grow and flourish and that the Church would be instrumental in the spread of the
Gospel throughout Victoria and further afield. In whatever capacity, it is always a
great privilege to serve in God’s mission. In this particular context, Geoff offers his
time and skills and he trusts and prays that these will be a useful and meaningful
contribution to the life of the Church for the years to come.

John P Wilson
CLERK OF ASSEMBLY
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON SITES RESERVE (Min. 19)

Background

The ad hoc Sites Reserve Committee was formed and then instructed, by the 2011
General Assembly (Min. 91.5,6), to ‘explore ways and means of achieving more
effective use of Sites Reserve funds for the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.’

After considerable delay, due to seeking Counsel’s opinion on the subject of ‘Holding
and dealing with property within the church’, the Committee received further
instruction from the 2014 Commission of the General Assembly, namely:

Min. 12
That the Commission of Assembly:

1. Receive the 15-page Declarative Statement ‘Holding and dealing with
property within the church’ dated October 2013.

2. Authorise the ad hoc Sites Reserve Committee to frame a revision of
appropriate PCV rules and BIF regulations in the light of the October 2013
Declarative Statement and those concerns raised during the debate which
may be submitted to the committee, such revision that will enable the General
Assembly to achieve a more effective use of Sites Reserve funds for the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

3. Instruct the ad hoc Sites Reserve Committee to consult with both the BIF and
the Code Committee in the framing of any new rules and regulations, with the
objective of consensus prior to presentation to the General Assembly.

In accord with this, the committee received submissions from members of the
Assembly. In consideration of how best to deal with this list of questions, the
committee authorised sending it to Mr Geoff Cox of McCracken and McCracken for
answers. Answers were received in March 2015.

While not specifically seeking it, the committee also received further legal opinion on
the subject of ‘How Presbyterian Church property is held’ from Mr Philip Barton. The
opinion, dated March 2015, was originally written for the benefit of the Code
Committee on a different matter, but its value was quickly seen for other purposes as
well.

The committee has received what it considers to be a consensus of legal opinions
regarding how Presbyterian Church property is held. These are:
1. Michael Shand, QC, Declarative Statement, October 2013 (see Appendix to
this report);
2. Geoff Cox, March 2015 (see ‘Answers to Questions’ attached as an Appendix
to this report);
3. Philip Barton, March 2015 (already attached as an Appendix to the Code
Committee’s report).

It is not within our competence to effectively summarise legal opinions. Let every
member of Assembly, with an interest in this subject, read each document for him or
herself. It is our opinion that the three opinions are not divergent.

The committee is drawing some conclusions, the foremost of which is that we should

not pursue any further legal opinion, because we believe that that we have sufficient
to be confident of the next step. Also, conclusions are forming along these lines:
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a) Church property, and therefore funds from the proceeds of sale, never belong
to a person or a group of persons such as congregations, but are held for a
purpose.

b) Broadly speaking, that purpose must always be for the best interests of the
church (the Presbyterian Church of Victoria) as a whole.

c) The General Assembly has final authority over these funds, the guiding
principle being: ‘what is for the best interests of the PCV as a whole’.

d) We think the denomination, in the recent past, has been inconsistent in
administering the funds in terms of 'the best interest of the PCV as a whole'.
Rather, we believe it may have considered the funds to be more
congregational than denominational.

e) The PVC rules speak of 'congregational property' (e.g. at Rule 2:30). We think
that this, together with other phrases in BIF regulations, lead the General
Assembly to give greater consideration to the congregational aspects and
privileges rather than to denominational purposes — a consideration which is
not totally consistent with the interpretation of the Model Trust Deeds.

f) We think there is wisdom in looking again at the original purpose of the Sites
Reserve Fund of setting aside a portion of proceeds of sale for future land
purchases, a purpose maintained up until at least the 1930s.

The legal advice we have received now clears the way for us to go forward on the
task of working out some proposals regarding a more effective use of the Sites
Reserve funds which we can bring to the 2015 General Assembly for its
consideration.

In order to keep members of the General Assembly fully briefed, the following
motions were agreed to at our last meeting:

It was moved, seconded and agreed that the Sites Reserve Committee:

1. Appoint a sub-committee, consisting of David Palmer (convener), Michael Ellison
(Secretary), Allan Harman, Andrew Slater, Mark Crabb, Colin Morrow and John
Wilson to return to the instructions of the GAV Commission 2014, min 12.2 and
12.3, working in the additional light of the (acting) Law Agent's opinion, March
2015.

2. Instruct this sub-committee, in framing changes, to:

a) consider the original purpose of the General Assembly's Reserve Fund, as
stated in its 1875 regulations, as presented in the Clerk's paper to the
Commission of Assembly, 2014;

b) make recommendations for the use of existing Sites Reserve Funds,
highlighting any necessary transitional arrangements that may have to be in
place.

3. Instruct this sub-committee to report to the Sites Reserve Committee and to
ensure that its work is ready for the 2015 General Assembly.

Appendix

1. Michael Shand’s Declarative Statement, October 2013
2. Geoff Cox’s answers to questions, March 2015
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11

1.2

1.3

APPENDIX 1

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA

HOLDING AND DEALING WITH PROPERTY WITHIN THE CHURCH

DECLARATIVE STATEMENT
October 2013

Introduction

Legislation of both the Victorian Parliament and the Presbyterian Church of

Victoria (the Church) regulates the holding and dealing with property that is

held for the purposes of the Church whether generally or for a particular

congregation. That legislation includes —

@ the Presbyterian Trusts Act 1890 (Vic), as amended (the Act);

(b) the Statutory Rules made by the General Assembly pursuant to the
Act;

(©) the Model Trust Deeds enrolled with the Registrar-General pursuant to
the Act; and

(d) the Code Book of the Church containing rules and regulations.

The Presbyterian Church has been described as having a model where is a
succession of committees at national, regional and local level, so that the
decision of the local congregation may, in appropriate cases, be overturned by

that of a general assembly’.  As Rule 1:7 states —

“...the church is governed by ministers and representative elders acting in orderly
association in a hierarchy of courts of the church by which its organic unity is
maintained. These, in ascending orders, are the Session, the Presbytery and the
General Assembly.”

The General Assembly is thus the highest authority of the Church in Victoria.
It is the supreme court of the Church: rule 5:1. In exercising the powers and
authority conferred by law, it must act for the purposes of the Church in all its
orders including not only the congregations but also the Presbytery and the
wider Church. It must act in accordance with the constitutions of the Church,
both national and Victorian and the standards of the Church as set out in its
Code Book (rule 1:2, 3 and 4).

1

Attorney-General ex rel Elisha (1989) 37 NSWLR 293 at 315E per Young J.
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14 Rule 1:8 provides for the congregation and people of the church —

“In accordance with the law and practice of the church, the people are
organized in congregations within parishes or mission fields as arranged
in each case by the Presbytery of the bounds. Every congregation is
placed under the supervision of the Session (see rules 2:1 and 3:2).”

1.5 It is the duty of the board of management to administer the financial affairs of
the congregation and to care for and maintain the congregational property in
good order and repair (see rules 2:30, 88): rule 2:43. Every congregational
organisation is required by rule 2:41, if it holds money in its own name or
raises money regularly -

@) to use a separate bank account in the name of the organisation, and to
ensure that no money raised by or for the organisation is paid into a
private bank account;

(b) to keep regular accounts of income and expenditure;

(c) to obtain the permission of the Board of Management before raising
money by any special effort or appeal in the congregation;

(d) to submit annually to the Session a financial statement of accounts for
the annual reporting period of the congregation audited by some
competent person who is not a member of the organisation.

1.6 Rules 2:70 -72 specify further the duties of the Board of Management.

Gathers and distributes funds

70. The Board gathers the monetary contributions of the congregation, takes
charge of them and of any other money received by or for the use of the
congregation, and distributes them for the purposes for which they were
contributed.

Keeps proper records of account

71. The Board keeps proper and adequate records of account and other
necessary financial records, and, in so doing, obeys the directions
contained in the rules that follow.

Bank accounts

72. The Board ensures that all money received for or on behalf of the
congregation and all its payments pass through bank accounts held in the
name of the congregation and not through private bank accounts.

2. Who are the trustees of Church property?

The Trusts Corporation

2.1  The Presbyterian Church of Victoria Trusts Corporation (the Trusts
Corporation) is a body corporate with perpetual succession. It has the power
to sue and be sued and may acquire and hold any property in trust for the

Church. It may receive any moneys which have been or may be given or
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contributed by any person to be applied to any of the purposes of the Church:
s of the Act.

2.2  The members of the Trust Corporation are appointed by the General
Assembly: s12 of the Act. There are ten members, elected and appointed by
the General Assembly and those members are also the members of the Board

of Investment and Finance of the General Assembly.?

2.3 Upon the incorporation of the Trusts Corporation, by publication of the
required notice in the Government Gazette on 28 November 1890, all
property® then held by any person or persons for or on behalf of the Church
generally (but not property held for any existing congregation) became vested
in the Trusts Corporation as the corporate trustee. Property which was held
on behalf of or occupied or used by or for the purposes of any existing
congregation of the Church or of the minister was excluded from vesting in

that way and individual trustees continued in that role: s6 of the Act.

The option to transfer property to the Trusts Corporation
2.4  Section 7 of the Act gave trustees the option to transfer property held in their
individual names to the Trusts Corporation, whether the trust was for Church

purposes generally or for the purposes of a congregation of the Church.

2.5  Property in trust for a congregation: The Act provides as follows: From and
after the registration of the resolution of General Assembly on 19 November
1890 for the constitution of the Trusts Corporation, where any persons hold
any property on behalf of or occupied or used by or for the purposes of any
congregation of the Church, the trustees or a majority of them may if they
think fit —

2 See the Board of Investment and Finance Regulations, reg 2 which superceded the statutory rules

(rule 5.13) previously made by the General Assembly.

®  The Act in section 3 defines ‘property’ to include -
‘all property real and personal including money or securities for money held by or vested or
purporting to be vested in or claimable by any person or persons either in trust generally for
the said Church or for any congregation thereof or for any special purpose in connexion
therewith or for the benefit or use of the members thereof as such or of any person or persons
holding for the time being office therein’.
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@) with the consent of a majority of its members and adherents present in
person or by proxy at a meeting duly convened for that purpose; and

(b)  with the approval of the General Assembly*

consent to a transfer of the property to the Trusts Corporation upon the trusts

to which the property is subject: s7 of the Act.

Property in trust for the Church: Similarly, where any persons hold any
property in trust generally for or on behalf of the Church, the trustees or a
majority of them may if they think fit and with the approval of the General
Assembly consent to a transfer of the property to the Trusts Corporation upon
the trusts to which the property is subject: s7 of the Act. This would apply to
a case of property bequeathed by Will to individual trustees to hold for

Church purposes.

Vacancies in the office of trustee

If -

@ the trustee or trustees of any property” die or are absent from Victoria
for more than 6 months in succession or cannot be found or resign or
be removed from office or become incapable of holding property; and

(b) those lawfully authorised to elect or appoint a successor or successors
to that person or persons refuse or neglect to do so for the space of one
month after being called upon by the Moderator to make such election
or appointment; or

(c) if there be no person lawfully authorised to elect or appoint that
SUCCEeSSOr Or Successors

forthwith the Moderator may by certificate in or the effect of the prescribed

form declare that there are no trustees of such property and thereupon the

property shall vest in the Trusts Corporation: s9 of the Act.

Whilst the General Assembly Regulations, reg 4:9, gives some authority to the Board of
Investment and Finance to consent on behalf of the Assembly to a sale lease or mortgage
of property where in the opinion of the Presbytery and the Board the application is urgent,
the regulation does not on its present terms extend to a transfer to the Trusts Corporation
under s7.

See the definition of ‘property’ above in footnote 1.
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2.8

2.9

3.1

3.2

As a result of the operation of the above provisions of the Act, many
properties held for the purposes of the Church generally or of a congregation

of the Church have become vested in the Trusts Corporation.

Whether the Trusts Corporation or individual trustees hold property in trust
either for the purposes of the Church generally or of a congregation of the
Church, the trusts in question are charitable purpose trusts.® They bind the
trustees to hold manage and deal with the property in a manner consistent
with those trusts and applicable civil or Church laws’. They are not private
trusts for the benefit of individuals or the specific members of any
congregation. In that sense, neither an individual nor a congregation nor its

members can be said to have ‘ownership’ of the property.
The trusts on which property is held
The Trusts Corporation

Section 5 of the Act empowers the Trusts Corporation to acquire take and
hold any property in trust for the Church and provides that it -

shall deal with all such property and securities so as to give effect to the
trusts to which they shall be specially subject or when not subject to any
express trust in such manner as this Act hereinafter provides or the
General Assembly may from time to time direct, but so as not to interfere
with the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in the enforcement of trusts.

The Trusts Corporation has a statutory duty to hold manage and deal with any

property held or acquired by it-

@ so far as the same is subjected to any express trust, in conformity with
that expressed trust; and

(b) so far as the same is not subject to any express trust, in such manner as
the General Assembly may from time to time direct,

and that property is subject, as to the management thereof, to the rules or

regulations of the General Assembly in force for the time being which are

applicable: s14 of the Act. The directions which the General Assembly can

6

7

See Presbyterian Church (NSW) Property Trust v Ryde Municipal Council (1978) 2
NSWLR 387 at 393C, 396E and 399C.
Wylde v Attorney-General (NSW) (1948) 78 CLR 224 per Latham CJ at 255
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3.3

3.4

3.5

give are limited to what advances the purposes of the Church as they exist

from time to time but not otherwise.®

An individual trustee or trustees — formal declaration of trust

An individual trustee or trustees who hold any property under a formal
declaration of trust for the Church must deal with that property in conformity
with that declared trust and otherwise subject to any applicable civil or

Church laws.

The civil law includes —
@) the Presbyterian Trusts Act 1890 as amended;
(b) the statutory rules made by the General Assembly under the Act, and
relevantly-
Q) the rule relating to the consent of the Moderator to dealings
with property (rule 11); and
(i) the rules relating to trustees of property held for the purposes
of a congregation of the Church, not vested in the Trusts
Corporation (rules 12 — 19);
(©) the Trustee Act 1958; and
(d) the Charities Act 1978, so far as applicable.

The Church laws are the rules and regulations contained in the Code Book of

the Church which include the following:

Rule 2:30 Care of property - binding the board of management

Rule 2:31 Access to buildings

Rule 2:32 Use of buildings

Rule 2:33 Erection and alteration of buildings - binding the congregation
Rule 2:34 Sale lease purchase or mortgage of property - binding the

congregation
The Regulations of the Church include the Board of Investment and Finance

Regulations

8

Presbyterian Church (NSW) Property Trust v Ryde Municipal Council at 399C per
Mahoney JA.
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3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

Where no formal declaration of trust - Property acquired for the use or
benefit of the church (s18 of the Act)

Where property, present or future, is acquired by any person or persons for the
use or benefit of the Church without any formal declaration of trust, the Act

specifies the trusts on which the property must be held.

All property, present or future, acquired by any person or persons for the use
or benefit of the Church without any formal declaration of trust must be held
on the trusts of the Model Trust Deeds that are enrolled under the Act so far as
the same may be applicable or any future alteration modification or variation
of those Model Trust Deeds duly authorized by the General Assembly: s18 of
the Act. Again, this section would seem to be operating principally in

relation to ‘real property’.

There are two Model Trust Deeds — the first for a Church site or for another
purpose in connection with the congregation approved by Presbytery. The
second is for a site for a minister’s manse or dwelling house. In each case,
the Deed recites that the property held by the trustees does not belong to them
beneficially (recital B).

A formal declaration of trust will normally be evidenced by an instrument or
deed of declaration of trust, an instrument or deed of settlement of property on

trust or a Will duly executed.

The provisions appear intended to supply certainty where otherwise the
trustees would be left in doubt as to what trusts are impressed on the property

in all the circumstances in which they acquired it.

The option to adopt the Model Trust Deeds for other property acquired

Where any property is held upon any trust or trusts other than those contained
in the Model Trust Deeds or either of them, it may be resolved, with any
required approvals, that the property shall from and after the passing of that

resolution be held upon the trusts of the Model Trust Deeds or one of them, in
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3.12

3.13

4.1

lieu of the trusts on which it is held. Section 19 of the Act regulates how the

Model Trust Deeds can be adopted.

A. Local Church purposes
If the property is held on behalf of or occupied or used by or for the purposes
of any congregation or the minister, to adopt the applicable Model Trust
Deed, under s19 —
€)) the congregation must resolve to adopt the applicable Model Trust
Deed, by a vote of the majority of the members and adherents present
in person or by proxy at a meeting duly convened for that purpose; and
(b) the resolution must have the approval of —
Q) the General Assembly;
(i) the trustees or a majority of them; and
(iii)  the person lawfully appointed as the ordained minister of that

congregation.

B. General Church purposes

If the property is held for or on behalf of the Church generally and is not held
on behalf of or occupied or used by or for the purposes of any congregation or
the minister, to adopt the applicable Model Trust Deed, the General Assembly

must under s19 resolve to adopt the applicable Model Trust Deed.
The Model Trust Deeds

The general scheme

The Model Trust Deeds enrolled under the Act have at least five key

elements-

First, they state the overriding purposes of the trusts as being for the Church
to be used as the General Assembly may direct. The General

Assembly is the directing authority.’

®  Young J observed in Attorney-General ex rel Elisha (1989) 37 NSWLR 293 at 315E —

“The Presbyterian model is where is a succession of committees at national, regional and
local level, so that the decision of the local congregation may, in appropriate cases, be
overturned by that of a general assembly.”
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Second, until otherwise directed by the General Assembly, the property is to
be used as a site for the stated purpose — church or other / manse.

Third, the trustees must exercise a power when directed to do so by the
congregation and not otherwise.

Fourth, the trustees and the congregation must obey the rules and regulations
of the Church.

Fifth, the congregation may not direct the mortgage or sale of the property
without the consent of the Assembly.

In that sense, whilst not strictly *bare trustees’, the trustees have very limited

powers to act, independently of the board of management, the congregation

and the General Assembly.
The Model Trust Deed for a church site

The trust purposes
4.2 In summary, the Model Trust Deed for a church site stipulates the following:
(@ The trustees must hold the property in trust for the Church and to
permit the property to be to be used for such purposes and by such
person or persons as the General Assembly may from time to time
direct (clause 1(a) of the Model Trust Deed);
and until that direction
(b) the trustees must hold the property to permit it to be used as a site for a
church for the public worship of God by a congregation of the Church
recognised by the General Assembly and who holds and shall continue
to adhere to the standards of religious belief and of ecclesiastical
government of the Church (clause 1(b)); and
(c)  to permit the Minister of the congregation together with the Elders and
other office-bearers-
(1) to have free and uninterrupted enjoyment of the properties not
only for the purposes of public worship but for such objects in
connection with the affairs of the congregation as the

Presbytery may approve (clause 1(c)(i)); and
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10

(i) to enter on the said land and hereditaments or a sufficient part
or parts thereof to erect and build such church and other
necessary buildings and from time to time alter pull down

remove renew enlarge and repair the same .... (clause 1(c)(ii));

Building and repair works

4.3

4.4

When directed by the congregation, the trustees must erect and build the
church and other necessary buildings and alter pull down remove renew

enlarge and repair the same.

They may act only on the direction of the congregation, expressed by the vote
of at least two-thirds of such of its members as shall be personally present at a
public meeting called and held pursuant to notice in that behalf duly given in
accordance with and conformity to the rules and regulations of the Church
(the required two-thirds vote) (clause 1(b)(ii)). As already noted, the

congregation is bound by the Code in this regard, including rule 2:33.

Mortgage

4.5

4.6

4.7

When directed by the congregation by the required two-thirds vote and with
the consent of the Assembly, and not otherwise, the trustees must mortgage or
charge the properties to raise funds for the completion extension or reparation
of the buildings or the improvement of the property or for any other purposes
of the congregation (clause 4). Again, the Code Book relevantly binds the

congregation: rule 2:34.

The trustees must pay the proceeds of the mortgage to the Treasurer of the
Assembly whose receipt shall be a sufficient discharge to the trustees (clause
5).

The Treasurer of the Assembly must deduct the costs and expenses of the
mortgage, and then to pay the balance to the congregation or otherwise as may
be directed by the Assembly, to be applied and disposed of in or towards the

purposes for which the mortgage shall have been authorised (clause 5).
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Lease
4.8

Sale
49

4.10

411

4.12

11

When directed by the congregation by the required two-thirds vote and with
the approval of the Presbytery, and not otherwise, the trustees must lease the
property (clause 6). Again, the Code Book relevantly binds the congregation:
rule 2:34. The duty of the Presbytery is prescribed in rule 4:105 of the Code

Book™.

When directed by the congregation by the required two-thirds vote and with
the consent of the Assembly, and not otherwise, the trustees must sell the
property (clause 5). Again, the Code Book relevantly binds the congregation:
rule 2.34. Regulation 9 of the Board of Investment and Finance Regulations

also applies.

The trustees must pay the proceeds of sale to the Treasurer of the Assembly
whose receipt shall be a sufficient discharge to the trustees (clause 5). The
Treasurer must hold the proceeds in trust in a Sites Reserve account: reg 10(a)

of the Board of Investment and Finance Regulations.

The Treasurer of the Assembly must deduct the costs and expenses of the sale,
and then discharge any encumbrances over the property and then to pay the
balance to the congregation or otherwise as may be directed by the Assembly,
to be applied and disposed of in or towards the purposes for which the sale
shall have been authorised (clause 5). Regulation 10 of the Board of

Investment and Finance Regulations also seeks to regulate this process.

Clause 14 of the Model Trust Deed deals with the case of a congregation
ceasing to exist and reserves liberty to the Assembly to direct the trustees to

sell or otherwise deal with the property.

10

The lease must be prepared in the name of the legal owner of the title as Landlord. In

most cases this will be The Presbyterian Church of Victoria Trusts Corporation. Where
the property in question is held by local trustees, the lease should be in their name as
trustees for the congregation. No other person is authorised to sign a lease or any other
document relating to the property. The Trusts Corporation maintains a register of
trustees for all church properties. The Board of Management should seek confirmation
from the General Manager as to who are the registered trustees so that the lease can be
properly drawn.
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4.13

4.14

4.15

12

Obedience to the Rules of the Church made by the Assembly or the
Presbytery

The trustees must obey and give effect to the orders rules decisions and
appointments made and to be made by the Assembly and of the responsible
Presbytery concerning every matter or thing whereon the Assembly or
Presbytery may or shall be by the Model Trust Deed or the constitution of the

Church declared to have authority (clause 3).

The Model Trust Deed for a manse site

The Model Trust Deed for a manse site has the same provisions as for a

church site, except that the trustees must hold the property in trust for the

Church and-

@) to permit the property to be used as a site for a manse or minister’s
dwelling (clause 14(a));

(b) to permit the Minister for the time being of the congregation to have
free and uninterrupted enjoyment of the property for that use (clause
14(b)); and

() to permit the Minister of the congregation together with the Elders and
other office-bearers-

Q) to have free and uninterrupted enjoyment of the property for
such other objects in connection with the affairs of the
congregation as the Presbytery may approve (clause 14(b));
and

(i)  to enter on the property to erect and build such church and
other necessary buildings and from time to time alter pull down

remove renew enlarge and repair the same .... (clause 14(c));

Again, they may act only on the direction of the congregation, expressed by
the required two-thirds vote. As already noted, the congregation is bound by

the Code in this regard including rule 2.33.
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5.1

5.2

5.3

6.1

6.2

13

The Moderator’s consent

Subject to one exception, the transfer conveyance mortgage exchange or lease
of Church land, whether held on the trusts of the Model Trust Deeds or
otherwise, must be made with the consent in writing of the Moderator and

shall have no force or effect without such consent: s20 of the Act.

The exception is the case of any mortgage or lease of any church land which
the trustees by virtue of the Act or deed under which the same is held have at

the time of the passing of the Act, that is 1890, power to mortgage or lease

without the consent of the General Assembly, but such trustees shall
nevertheless give notice in writing to the Moderator of any such mortgage or

lease prior to the execution thereof.

The consent of the Moderator to any transfer, conveyance, mortgage,
exchange, or lease, under section 20(1) of the Act must not be given unless a
law agent of the Church has first given approval: Rule 11 of the Rules made

under the Act by the General Assembly.*!
The congregation

Clause 10 of the Model Trust Deed provides —

And further that the said Trustees or Trustee shall have no power or
authority to collect the revenues or to manage or interfere with the
management of the temporal affairs of the said Congregation.

Rule 2:28 of the Code Book is directed to “the property of every
congregation”, meaning in the context, real property. It provides —

28. The property of every congregation, unless it is held under an Act of
Parliament containing any specific contrary provision, is held by either
The Presbyterian Church of Victoria Trusts Corporation or other trustees,
and is held under specific terms of trust and subject to the provisions of
the Preshyterian Trusts Act 1890 and of rules made by the General
Assembly relating to that Act (refer to Appendix Model Trust Deed).

11

The usual practice is for the Moderator and the Law Agent to endorse their consent on
the original lease. The Law Agent is aware of the form of consent and seeking his early
advice will avoid delays. However, the approval of the Law Agent and consent of the
Moderator cannot be granted until the specific terms are known and the lease document
is completed.
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6.3

7.1

7.2

7.3

14

Normally, the appointment of The Presbyterian Church of Victoria
Trusts Corporation as trustees is preferred (see rules 4:103, 145).

The duties of the board of management have been noted above in paragraphs
1.5and 1.6.

The Sites Reserve Fund

The Trusts Corporation has for many years maintained a fund known as the
Sites Reserve Fund and deposited to that fund, keeping separate accounts, the
proceeds of sale of Church properties and any interest accrued on those

proceeds of sale.
The purpose of the Sites Reserve Fund

The property and buildings of the Church are its endowment. The purpose of
the Sites Reserve Fund is to enable the denomination to maintain this
endowment for the purposes declared in the Model Trust Deeds, that is to say,
not only for the use of a congregation of the Church but for the best interests

of the Church as a whole, as determined by the General Assembly.

By the Sites Reserve Fund, the Church:

@) preserves its endowment for use by the local congregation for the
worship of God and other approved purposes; or

(b) redeploys its assets elsewhere in cases where property is no longer
best serving that purpose

as the General Assembly determines. The aim is to preserve the overall

endowment of the Church and to provide resources to fund growth, expansion

and restructure, free of having to meet the running costs of maintaining

ministry.
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7.4

7.5

7.6

1.7

15

Under the relevant provisions of the Model Trust Deeds, neither a
congregation of the Church nor its elders or other office bearers are entitled to
require the Treasurer of the Assembly to pay to them either the income or

capital standing to the credit of the relevant account in the Sites Reserve Fund.

The Board of Investment and Finance Regulations of the Church regulate the
operation of the sites reserve accounts in relation to both existing

congregations and deceased congregations.

A congregation has itself no specific interest (in the strict legal sense) in the
moneys in an account in the Sites Reserve Fund in the manner of a beneficiary
of a private trust. It is not a separate legal entity; at best it is an unincorporated
association of its members. As such it has no standing to require payment of

any interest or principal moneys from the Sites Reserve Fund.

The Board of Investment and Finance, before making any decision on the
distribution of moneys in an account in the Sites Reserve Fund, will where
applicable take into account the needs and wishes of the congregation as to
the application of proceeds of sale of property formerly enjoyed by that

congregation.

*khkkk
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APPENDIX 2

Law Agent responses to questions raised by Sites Reserve Committee of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria

1.

Is the Declarative Statement ‘How Presbyterian Church property is held’ an
accurate reflection of the way church property should be considered to be
held by the denomination?

The Declarative Statement dated October 2013, entitled ‘Holding and Dealing with
Property within the Church’, addresses the manner in which property is held
within the denomination. Put simply, the property of the Church is held by
trustees, upon trusts. The Statement is accurate both in its examination of the
identity of the trustees and in its broad description of the trusts (parts 2 and 3).

Property within the Church may either be held by (vested in) the Trusts
Corporation or individual trustees.

The Trusts Corporation holds in trust property in the following categories:

a. property which was in existence at the time of its incorporation held by any
person or persons generally for or on behalf of the Church which
automatically vested in the Trusts Corporation (s.6, Presbyterian Trusts Act
1890 (Vic) (‘the Act));

b. property which was held, at the time of its incorporation, by individual
trustees on behalf of or occupied or used by or for the purposes of any
congregation of the church and which was at a later date transferred to the
Trusts Corporation by consent (s.7, the Act);

c. property which was acquired after the date of its incorporation (whether for
general or congregational purposes) which is vested in the Trusts
Corporation; and

d. property vested in the Trusts Corporation by the Moderator’s certification
as a result of some frustration in the individual trusteeship (s.8 & s.9, the
Act).

Individual trustees hold in trust property in the following categories:

e. property held by any person or persons at the time of incorporation of the
Trusts Corporation on behalf of or occupied or used by or for the purposes
of any congregation of the church (existing at the time of incorporation) and
which has not subsequently become vested in the Trusts Corporation (s.6,
the Act); and

f. property acquired after the date of incorporation of the Trusts Corporation
(whether for general or congregational purposes) and which has not
subsequently become vested in the Trusts Corporation.

The Declarative Statement at part 2.9 is particularly important in shaping a proper
understanding of the trusts on which property is held. In the Presbyterian Church,
the trusts on which either the Trusts Corporation or individuals hold property are
all trusts for ‘objects’ or ‘purposes’ which are charitable in nature.

As to the terms by which the trusts operate, the Declarative Statement, again,
accurately sets out how those are to be understood. To the extent that property is
held pursuant to express trusts (for example, by the terms of a Will or instrument
or declaration of trust), then the Act at s.5 provides that the Trusts Corporation
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must deal with such property in pursuance of those trusts as expressed. This is
reinforced by s.14. These sections also make provision for property which is not
specifically subject to express trusts. In so doing s.5 requires that the Trusts
Corporation deal with such property in the manner as provided for under the Act
or as the General Assembly may from time to time direct. Section 14 requires that
the management of the property is subject to the rules or regulations of the
General Assembly.

Insofar as certain property is concerned, the words ‘in such manner as this Act
hereinafter provides’ in s.5 anticipate the provisions of s.18. That section, in
effect, introduces the express trust provisions of the Model Trust Deeds so far as
they may be applicable. If the property in question is not subject to its own
express trusts and if that property is a site for a church for the public worship of
God by persons recognised as a congregation or a manse, then the property is,
by virtue of the Act, made subject to the express trust provisions of the relevant
Model Trust Deed.

In the case of individual trustees, s.18 operates identically to bind those individual
trustees in their manner of holding such property, in the absence of any express
trusts affecting same.

. Does the Model Trust Deed place any constraints on how the proceeds of
the sale of property may be applied? (e.g. property/capital versus
ministry/operational). If so, do the terms of the constraints vary depending
on which type of property is sold (church site or manse site)?

The answer to the first part of this question is ‘yes’.

At the outset it must be emphasised that the property does not belong to the
trustees beneficially and is held upon trust for the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

In reference to the re-written format of the Model Trust Deed, the concluding
words of clause 5 operate as a constraint as far as the application of sale
proceeds is concerned. It is presupposed by those words that the authority to sell
will have been given for a purpose or purposes. It is that purpose or those
purposes for which the proceeds are to be applied. In the context of clauses 4 and
5, the authority to sell (or mortgage) is that of the General Assembly.

In the case of the power to raise sums by way of mortgage, clause 4 makes
allowance for certain defined purposes and those which are not defined yet in any
case they are said to be purposes ‘of the said Congregation’ and which are
determined by congregational vote and subject to the consent of the General
Assembly.

In the case of the power of sale, the focus of clause 5 appears to be on obtaining
approval in relation to the terms and conditions of sale. It is conceivable that in
some cases this may encompass a determination of the overarching purpose(s)
of the transaction, yet in many other cases it may not. At very least the concluding
words of this clause could be said to convey the intention that there be clarity
around the purpose of the sale at the time it is authorised. It could be a stretch too
far to suggest that an authority to sell depends upon there being an express
purpose.
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Whereas ‘the purposes of the said Congregation’ are a decisive factor in relation
to the power to mortgage, there is no such limitation placed on the power of sale.
That is to say, the purposes for which the sale could be authorised need not, on
the face of the Model Trust Deed, be those of the Congregation. Furthermore
clause 5 contemplates a recipient of the proceeds which is other than the said
Congregation. The consistent constraint is that the funds — to whomever they are
paid — must be applied to the purpose(s) for which the sale was authorised.

The Model Trust deed does not rule in or rule out particular purposes for the
application of sale proceeds such as those which appear in parentheses in this
guestion. As far as the Model Trust Deed is concerned, the guiding principle
would be what is in the interests of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria in view of
its introductory passages. In that sense, the capital/ministry dichotomy is not
especially helpful.

The answer to the second part of the question is ‘no’. There is no basis for
drawing any distinction in the way in which sale proceeds may be applied as
between church and manse sites. The provisions of the Model Trust Deeds are
identical on the question of the power of sale.

. Is the Declarative Statement ‘The Purpose for Sites Reserve Funds’
consistent with the legal documents and a reasonable implementation of
them?

Again, the emphasis must be on the objects of the trusts for which the property is
held. As stated above, the objects are charitable. The funds held within the Sites
Reserve accounts are, to the extent applicable, held on the same trusts as those
to which the land itself was subject before it was sold. Mostly — but not necessarily
exclusively — the terms of the Model Trust Deed will apply. A detailed examination
of each sub-account within the Sites Reserve Fund may conclude that some
proceeds are subject to express trusts other than those of the Model Trust Deed.

Section 18 of the Act certainly contemplates that there may be property held for
congregational purposes which is impressed with specific trusts. There is nothing
in the regulations concerning Sites Reserve which suggests that they apply solely
to the proceeds of sale of property which was held under the Model Trust Deed.
Yet the Declarative Statement at paragraph 7.2 seems to imply that one should
only look at the purposes declared in the Model Trust Deeds to determine the
purposes for which the Sites Reserve monies are to be applied. This is to be
contrasted with paragraphs 24 and 33 of the opinion of Michael Shand QC in
which he touches on the possibility of funds in Sites Reserve being subject to
other express trusts.

Subject to the above observation, | accept the propositions of part 7 of the
Declarative Statement as being consistent with the legal framework and a
reasonable implementation of the relevant provisions.

. Are the current Sites Reserve regulations (BIF regs 9 and 10) consistent
with the legal documents and a reasonable implementation of them?

This pertains to the very endpoint of discussions and work of the Sites Reserve
Committee itself. There are clearly some improvements to be made in the wording
of these regulations, as it is their troublesome interpretation that is the reason this
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Committee was called for. We would rather the Committee itself answer this in the
light of legal opinion given.

. Is it correct to differentiate between these two terms: ‘legal ownership of
property’ which lies with the Trusts Corporation and ‘beneficial ownership
of property’ which lies with the Church (PCV) or congregation?

In the case of private trusts there must always be a clear distinction between the
legal and beneficial ownership of trust property. In the case of a family trust (for
example) beneficial ownership of trust property would reside with those
individuals or classes of individuals who are defined in the particular deed as
being beneficially entitled. It is the trustee’s duty to hold property and to act in the
interests of the beneficial owners.

A different distinction must be drawn in the case of the Church in that the trust
property with which we are concerned is subject to charitable purposes not the
equitable ownership of beneficially entitled individuals or groups. The legal owner
(the trustee) is under a duty to hold and deal with trust property in furtherance of
the objects of the trust. It is the objects or purposes of the Church which must be
foremost in our thinking. The concept of beneficial ownership or entittlement does
not sit within the framework of charitable trusts.

. Is it correct to describe a congregation as the ‘beneficial owner of
property’?

No, for the reasons outlined within the previous response. In the case of the
Model Trust Deed, it is clear that the congregation is afforded certain rights in
terms of use and enjoyment of the property, but subject always to the direction of
the General Assembly.

a. If so, can beneficial ownership move from congregation to Church?
Not applicable.

. In a case when a property is to be sold, must the purpose be defined prior
to the sale?

| have provided comment in my response to question 2 above. Michael Shand QC
has expressed his view that the Model Trust Deed provisions contemplate the
determination of the application of proceeds of sale at a subsequent time.

In direct response to this question, there is nothing in the relevant provisions
which require the purpose of sale to be authorised or even defined prior to sale.

a. Can the purpose for the sale be defined at any time, even following the
sale?

b. If the answer to 7(a) is ‘no’, and property has already been sold without
purpose being defined, how can purpose be attributed to the said funds?

40



8. Does money contributed into a congregation’s building fund establish a
form of express trust — an express trust which continues to exist when the
money is converted into property and then when it is converted back into
money?

No, that is not what is meant by an express trust. See part (a) following for an
example.

Returning to the intent of the question: If a man gave $200,000 to the Board of
Management with a letter saying: ‘This gift is for the purpose of enabling St
Genevieve Presbyterian Church to purchase the adjoining property for a church
extension ... or some other cause connected to the church.” Upon St Genevieve
P.C., with permission of Presbytery, etc., purchasing the said property, then the
objects for which the gift was made by the donor are considered to have been
discharged. The property, into which the funds have been placed, is considered to
be subject to the usual trusts relating to such property within the Presbyterian
Church. If, a generation later, the said property is sold, with all due Presbytery
and Assembly approvals, then the (now, elderly) donor’'s wishes need have no
bearing on the stated purpose for the sale, nor on the application of funds.

a. Can examples be given of express trusts that may exist within the
Church?
A widow declares in her will that, upon her death, her house is to be given to
St Genevieve’'s and kept for rental income so as to provide for a second
minister. In such a case, this property will most likely be held in a different way
to that of the Model Trust Deeds.

b. If there is evidence of the existence of an express trust regarding a
property does the General Assembly or the congregation have the right
to use the money associated with it for other purposes?
| think not. It may be open to the trustee(s) to seek the Court’s direction as to
any proposed alternative use of the property or funds by way of a Cy Pres
application.

9. When the Model Trust Deed defines how money from proceeds of sale may

be applied, namely clause 5 of the re-written format, is the General
Assembly a responsive body only (approving or not the request of the
congregation) or does it give the General Assembly the ability to take
initiative by suggesting an alternative application of funds, even different to
that of the congregation?
While this is difficult to answer without specific scenarios in front of us as test
cases, we should always have in mind the bottom line: that, in the final analysis,
the General Assembly determines the application of funds and MUST do so
always in a way that best supports the general purposes of the Presbyterian
Church of Victoria, and in a way that benefits the church as a whole.
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a. In clause 5 do the words ‘or otherwise as may be directed by the
Assembly’ refer to the Assembly choosing an alternative different to that
of the congregation? Or, do the said words refer to the proceeds of
‘other’ (non-congregational) property for which the Act (section 14)
requires the Assembly rather than the congregation to determine
purpose?
| would rather not accept the question with its forced binary choice.
| am confident to say, from the plain sense of the passage, and in the light of
what comes before and what follows, that the phrase ‘as may be directed by
the Assembly’ refers equally to the two options that precede it.

I.e. the two options are:
e pay the balance to the said congregation
e otherwise
- and both of these are covered by ‘as may be directed by the Assembly’
which ensures sale and accordingly instructs the Treasurer concerning the
application of proceeds*.
* remembering what was said at Q. 9 that, in the final analysis, the
General Assembly determines the application of funds and MUST do
so always in a way that best supports the general purposes of the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria, and in a way that benefits the church
as a whole.

10.Regarding the Declarative Statement, s.7.2, what is the source (either
directly or by inference) of the wording ‘the purpose of the Sites Reserve
Fund is to ... maintain this endowment ... not only for the use of the
congregation of the church but for the best interests of the Church as a
whole, as determined by the General Assembly.’?
You should ask Michael Shand. We wonder at the relevance of the question and
why you would want to know. Having said that, we emphasise that the closing
part of s.7.2 holds the key to much of this discussion, and is worth repeating here:
‘... for the best interests of the Church as a whole, as determined by the General
Assembly.’

The word ‘endowment’ should not be the focus of attention, but rather the stated
purpose for having ‘land and hereditaments’ in the first place as set out in the
Model Trust Deed, especially at clause 1 (a) ‘and to permit and suffer the said
land and hereditaments to be used for such purposes...until such direction....’
(my underlining)

a. Regarding the Declarative Statement, s.7.3, what is the source (either
directly or by inference) of the wording ‘by the Sites Reserve Fund, the
Church ... redeploys its assets elsewhere in case where property is no
longer best serving that purpose ... with the aim to provide resources to
fund growth, expansion and restructure, free of having to meet the
running costs of maintaining ministry.’?

See answer above.
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11.Regarding the purpose to which Sites Reserve funds may be applied, do the
existing rules and regulations of the Church constrain the General
Assembly to consider the funds to be congregational funds?
They are not ‘congregational funds’ in the same way that the property is never
considered to have belonged to the congregation in the first place. The ultimate
constraint placed on the General Assembly is ‘the best interests of the Church as
a whole.’

However, the question asked: ‘do the existing rules and regulations of the Church
constrain........ ?" i.e. does the current Code book constrain the Assembly to
consider the funds to be more congregational than denominational? The answer
is ‘yes, to a degree’. E.g., the Rules use the expression ‘congregational property’,
at ch. 2.30. This and other phrases used in the BIF regulations probably do lead
the General Assembly to consider more the congregational aspects and privileges
— a consideration that is not consistent with the Model Trust Deeds.

a. Regarding the purpose to which Sites Reserve funds may be applied, do
the existing rules and regulations of the Church constrain the General
Assembly to consider ‘purpose’ as that defined by the congregation
(only)?

No - answered previously.

12.Given that the General Assembly may, by due process, amend rules and
regulations at any time, if BIF regulation 10 is amended, can the changes be
applied retrospectively?
| think this unwise and fraught with difficulty.

a. Is BIF regulation 10 consistent with Model Trust Deed clause 5 (in its re-
written format)?
Not totally.

13.Does interest derived from Sites Reserve funds bear the same trusts and
purposes as the capital from which it was derived?
Yes, and therefore it likewise comes under the discretion and decision making of
the general Assembly and always for the best interests of the Church as a whole.

a. Is the BIF regulation allowing for interest earned from Sites Reserve to
be applied by congregations for ministry expenses, consistent with the
Model Trust Deed?

Not totally.

Geoff Cox
LAW AGENT

David J Palmer
CONVENER
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BOARD OF INVESTMENT AND FINANCE (Min. 13)

Committee Budgets
In accordance with the Board of Investment and Finance Regulations, the Board of
Investment and Finance (the BIF) presents the Committee Budgets for approval by
the Commission. These were reviewed by the BIF prior to being submitted to the
General Mission Program (GMP) Committee for its consideration in cases where
GMP was requested.

When the BIF examines the budgets proposed by committees, they are considered in
terms of being sustainable in both the immediate and, where possible, the longer
term. The BIF also hopes the proposed budgets reflect good stewardship of
resources. In some instances it may be appropriate for a committee to propose a
budget with a significant deficit and this is the case for a number of budgets. Each
budget has been considered on its merits taking account of the circumstances
relevant to each committee.

The BIF was pleased to receive the explanatory notes accompanying the Health and
Community Chaplaincy budget (not included in the papers for the Commission) and
encourages other committees to adopt this practice. Including explanatory notes, as
well as the financial projections, in their budget submissions will better explain the
thinking of each committee and assist the BIF.

The BIF reminds committees that having the budget approved does not mean that
the expenditure itself is approved. Committees are then required to appropriately
consider any expenditure and approve it under the terms of Rule 5:33. The BIF has
given committees a document detailing Committee Payment Procedures which is
also available for downloading from the PCV website. The BIF encourages all
committees to follow these procedures when requesting payments from the church
office.

In view of the complexity of the budgets, the BIF would appreciate written notice of
any questions being given to the General Manager before the Wednesday prior to
the meeting of the Commission.

Theological Education Committee

The TEC General budget for 2015/16 is projected to be almost balanced. The
resignation of the Training Officer has taken almost $100,000 out of the expenses
while the GMP contribution which partially funded this has reduced from $17,000 to
nil. Total income has reduced by more than $60,000 which includes the reduction in
GMP. Based on the current projections, the general budget appears to be in a
position where it may break even or generate a small surplus for the coming years.

The most significant component of income to the TEC is tuition fees which represent
60% of the income. Common Fund interest represents 29% of the income.

Breaking this down further, 31% of the income for 2015/16 is expected to come from
tuition fees of candidates who are funded by the bursary fund. By comparison, in
2013/14, tuition fees represented 49% of the income with less than 16% of that
income being for candidates tuition fees funded from the bursary fund. The significant
increase in the proportion of income derived from the bursary fund has pushed that
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fund beyond its current capacity. In short the current model of funding candidates’
tuition is unsustainable.

In 2012 the TEC attempted to address the funding of the bursary fund through a
formula for GMP. This was approved in minute 85.12 (2012 Blue Book p. 108). While
the intention of that proposal was sound, implicit in the formula were certain
assumptions about the number of candidates and level of funding required to provide
full scholarships to candidates as well as the other categories of scholarships. What
has happened since then is that the number of candidates has increased beyond the
range where that formula is effective in meeting the funding requirements. As shown
above, income to the general fund from candidate scholarships (i.e. the bursary fund)
as a percentage of total income has almost doubled in just two years. Using the
current funding model, there is likely to be a yearly shortfall of $200,000 in the
bursary fund. It is not practical to expect that this can be funded from GMP, and there
are limited other funds available.

The BIF has been working with the TEC in seeking ways to address this issue. The
TEC has presented a report and recommendation to the Commission detailing a new
model for funding candidate and other scholarships. The proposed budget reflects
the details of that model.

As part of the solution, the bursary fund is in need of immediate and long term funds.
The reserves have already been diminished to such an extent that the fund is
struggling to meet its commitments for the current financial year. For the longer term
a further injection of capital is considered necessary and appropriate. The BIF, in
collaboration with the TEC, proposes two measures to address this shortfall:

1. Allocate the proceeds of the Pinches bequest to the bursary fund. In the
2013/14 financial year a bequest of $100,667 was received from the estate of
Elvira Mary Pinches for the TEC. Since then, there has been some
consideration by the TEC and BIF as to how this might be applied. For the
time being it has been included in the General Funds of the committee. It now
seems necessary and appropriate to apply these funds to the bursary fund.

2. Approve a grant of $200,000 from the Balfour Memorial Trust as a perpetual
sum to the bursary fund. The bulk of the funds in the Balfour Memorial Trust
arose from the 1995 sale of the property known as ‘Warraine’ in Queenscliff.
These funds are to be applied for such charitable or religious purposes in
connection with the Presbyterian Church of Australia as the General Assembly
of the PCV shall from time to time determine (see Minute 35.6 1998 blue book
p. 191). The Balfour Memorial Trust has been used primarily to fund the
ministers’ holiday housing scheme since at least 1999. It has from time to time
also been used for other ad hoc purposes including the MOM subsidy for
ministers’ superannuation which is being phased out, due to a decline in the
number of ministers participating in that scheme. While the budget for the
holiday housing has been generous over recent years, the trust has still
generated a surplus each year. The balance of funds in the Balfour Memorial
Trust has increased from $452,000 in 2005 to $1.1M. The budget for the
current year shows an expected surplus of $44,000, so there is some capacity
within that trust to fund other programs. Assuming a grant of $200,000 is
approved, the budget for 2015/16 shows a projected surplus of $33,000 in the
Balfour Memorial Trust.
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METRO Committee
The Metro committee budget is not included in the current papers pending further
consultation with the committee. A copy will be provided in due course.

Additional Expenditure
The BIF has approved the following amendments to committee budgets in
accordance with BIF regulation 5(g)(ii):

BIF Minute Committee Amount $ Purpose
new expenditure for grants from the MA Bone

430/14 APWM $20,000 trust for missions in Australia

an increase to the budget for the Youth Minister's
438/14 CENC $6,450 housing including removal costs

travel expenses relating to the new project ‘Israel
472/14 TEC $21,260 Study tour’

increase to the travel expense to cover costs
associated with interviewing a prospective

031/15 TEC $8,000 lecturer
A reallocation from marketing expense (a/c 2032)
032/52 TEC $1,500 to the graduation ceremony expense (a/c 2290)

Emergency Funding

There have been no requests for emergency funding under the provisions authorised
by the Assembly in 2005 (Min 83.5 2005 BB p88) since last reporting to the
Assembly in October 2014.

Property matters
Approval was given by the BIF under BIF Reg. 9 (a) for the following urgent property
transactions:
e lease of the Warrnambool manse at 20 Loyola Avenue, Warrnambool for up to
24 months
¢ lease of the Frankston manse at 30 Radiata Street Frankston North (Vol 8450
Fol 528) for up to two years
e lease of the Frankston manse at 12 Erwin Drive Seaford (Vol 8988 Fol 570)
for up to two years
¢ |ease of the Plenty Valley church site at 945 Yan Yean Road Doreen for 12
months
e extension of the lease of the car park at St Georges Geelong for a further two
years.

Leases

The BIF reminds committees of the procedures relating to the lease of church
property and the requirement that any lease be signed by persons who are properly
authorised. The regulations of the church are designed to ensure that church
property is not alienated from the church and is available for ministry purposes when
needed under the terms of the trusts on which it is held. Individuals who sign leases
or other contracts without authority put themselves and their personal assets at risk.
A flowchart outlining the process when leasing church property is included in the
Code Book at page 231.
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To assist anyone needing guidance, the BIF has loaded various documents relating
to property transactions and other matters on the PCV website. This information can
be found under the tab “BIF and TC” and then downloaded.

Conclusion
The BIF gives thanks to God for his material blessings on our denomination.

We acknowledge the dedicated work of the General Manager and staff in the church
office in financial management and church administration generally. We also
commend those who work on each of the Assembly committees and thank them for
their efforts generally, and specifically for their contribution to the budgetary process.

Supplementary:

Committee Budgets

METRO Committee

The BIF presents the METRO budget to the Commission for approval in accordance
with BIF regulation 5(f).

The budget shows a deficit of $61,000 for 2015/16. The projected deficit increases to
more than $100,000 in successive years. This is largely due to an increase in the
funding for each METRO trainee. In the past trainees have been paid as apprentices.
This is only possible through an accredited training organisation. To date the
committee has had an arrangement to work in partnership with Ministry Training
Strategy (MTS Ltd.) The committee decided that the compliance cost for the
committee to become accredited does not warrant that option being pursued.
Consequently, the budget has been prepared on the basis that this arrangement will
not continue into the future. This means that the church will now be required to pay
minimum wages to METRO trainees. The amount of the proposed grant for each
trainee has doubled compared to prior years. The ongoing deficits are not
sustainable in the long term. If the deficits continue as projected the committee will
eventually run out of funds. Nevertheless, the BIF considers it reasonable to ask the
Commission to approve the proposed expenditure for the 2015/16 year, on the
understanding that further work will be done on the funding model prior to next year
to reduce the projected deficits.

In light of the already significant deficit and other concerns, the BIF has adjusted the
budget which was presented by the committee by removing a proposed expense
‘Honorarium for METRO co-ordinator’ for $7,000. An honorarium is an honorary
reward for voluntary services. There is no obligation to pay an honorarium. Given the
significant increase in the deficit in the 2015/16 year budget the BIF does not
consider it prudent to pay an honorarium. Further, the honorarium originally proposed
was contrary to Rule 5:34A in that it exceeded 10% of minimum remuneration. In
response to the concerns raised, the committee reduced the honorarium to $5,000 so
that is falls within 10% of minimum remuneration stated in this rule. That change has
addressed a secondary concern but does not address the primary one of
affordability.

If an honorarium of this nature were to be approved in these circumstances it may
create an unhelpful precedent which does not seem wise.
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Additional Expenditure
The BIF has approved a further budget amendment for the current financial year and
reports this to the Commission in accordance with BIF regulation 5(g)(ii):

BIF Minute Committee Amount $ Purpose
for the purchase of a property at 806 Mt
Social Dandenong Road Kilsyth, adjacent to the
160/15 Services  $850,000 Kirkbrae site

The land is approximately 2,500 square meters and fronts onto Mt Dandenong Road
connecting with the Kirkbrae site. An aerial plan is attached to this Report. Purchase
of land immediately adjacent to Kirkbrae, and with access from Mt Dandenong Road
will occur infrequently. Adjoining land will be invaluable in the future for Kirkbrae's
growth. The purchase can be readily funded from the current cash and investments
of the committee without a detrimental effect on the committee’s operations. We give
thanks to God for this provision and the opportunity to provide for future
improvements to the facilities and ministry at Kirkbrae.

Edward de Zilwa
CHAIRMAN
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KIRKBRAE PRESBYTERIAN HOMES
BUDGET FOR 2015/2016

Description 2013/2014 2014/2015 | 7 Months to 2014/2015 2015/2016
Actual Budget Jan-15 Projected Proposed
Income
Commonwealth Funding 6,361,260 6,808,013 3,923,535 6,808,013 7,011,000
Resident Fees 2,209,755 2,159,320 1,304,685 2,159,320 2,346,893
Fund Raising Activities 0 600 0 600 0
Interest Received 23,849 7,500 18,584 7,500 2,400
Catering Income 12,855 8,400 3,087 8,400 3,840
Other Operating Income 16,084 8,000 2,311 8,000 3,000
Total Operating Income 8,623,803 8,991,833 5,252,202 8,991,833 9,367,133
Commonwealth Subsidy - Capital 31,119 33,600 13,950 33,600 28,000
Accomodation Charge 771,741 780,000 508,875 780,000 759,000
Retentions on Bonds 273,172 267,978 140,742 267,978 258,815
Interest Received on Investments 2,599,376 925,000 627,222 925,000 1,036,150
Other Income 125,623 50,000 171 50,000 40,600
Total Non-Operating Income 3,801,031 2,056,578 1,290,961 2,056,578 2,122,565
Total Income 12,424,834 11,048,411 6,543,163 11,048,411 11,489,698
Expenditure
Catering Costs 310,593 324,500 195,826 324,500 371,100
Administration Expenses 277,614 254,281 141,847 254,281 268,072
Motor Vehicle & Transport Expenses 21,215 33,400 9,829 33,400 26,760
Maintenance - Hand Tools & Equipment 962 2,500 258 2,500 1,000
Committee Expenses 5,973 6,000 746 6,000 2,000
Chemist & Medical 57,768 62,200 33,620 62,200 69,220
Continence Costs 84,154 90,000 54,873 90,000 93,000
Cleaning, Laundry, House & Infection Control 282,061 382,500 223,440 382,500 403,002
Consultants Fees 74,651 83,900 83,970 83,900 155,800
Contract Therapy 475,350 497,000 310,135 497,000 552,100
Insurance 81,590 90,000 53,246 90,000 98,160
Rates, Taxes & Utilities 279,988 303,901 158,036 303,901 294,846
Occupational Health & Safety 7,835 12,500 1,121 12,500 16,500
Maintenance Costs 330,623 453,960 207,782 453,960 395,873
Total Security Costs 28,596 33,151 16,155 33,151 35,955
Staff Costs 7,161,093 7,357,614 4,210,301 7,357,614 7,876,328
Depreciation 734,191 807,500 442,196 807,500 741,700
SSC Non Operating Costs 7,000 7,200 4,083 7,200 7,250
Total Expenses 10,221,256 10,802,107 6,147,465 10,802,107 11,408,666
Surplus/(Deficit) on Operations 2,203,578 246,304 395,698 246,304 81,032
Capital ltems
Village Redevelopment 7,016,142
Furniture & Fittings - Admin 70,436
Fences, Concreting 62,006
Furniture & Fittings - Residential Care 607,590
Computer Equipment - Admin 43,510
Furniture & Fittings - Catering 91,340
Total Capital Items 7,891,024
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND NURTURE COMMITTEE (Min. 12)

The current contract of the Youth Ministries Director (YMD) is coming to an end in
May 2015. After a performance review of all staff in the second half of 2014, the
CENC carried a motion at our February 2015 meeting, minute 15.17.1.1, that a
recommendation be made to the Commission of Assembly that the current YMD be
reappointed to this position for a 5 year term. The above matter emerged in our
discussions since the last General Assembly and is in need of executive action.

Background

With the growth of the Presbyterian Youth of Victoria over the past twenty years came
necessary organizational changes that saw a greater need than having just a full time
youth worker for PYV. With the fine work of past PYV leaders, Council and
Operations Manager, it was time for the CENC to focus on the development of youth
in a far wider way across the state of Victoria. Many young people in Presbyterian
congregations needed more support than PYV could give, and so the Commission of
Assembly approved a new job description for a Youth Ministries Director in 2011.

Eventually, the Lord allowed for the calling of Rev Harvey, and the Commission of
Assembly as of 1 May 2012 approved him to this task. Brian came well prepared for
the task. He had extensive experience in youth ministry with his work with the
Salvation Army in Victoria and Tasmania. During those years, he worked with Fusion
in high schools, established youth drop-in centres, and established their Youth
Ministries Development program for Western Victoria. Brian has served as an active
member of the CENC along with his wife Anne. Brian had been the PYV portfolio
holder for over 2 years, and attended most PYV camps and functions as the CENC
representative. He pastored the congregation at Warburton, which also allowed Brian
to serve the PYV one day a week as the Youth Ministries Director, before answering
God's calling to this position full time.

It was a difficult task for the committee to find someone with these skills and
background, and we waited and prayed a long time, before Brian was presented to
us.

Performance Reviews

The structure set in place for the CENC is that while staff are employed and
supervised by the committee as a whole, an Annual Review Panel consisting of the
CENC Convener, the Pastoral Carer of PCV Ministry Families, the Convener of PYV,
and one additional member of the PYV Council oversees them. The Annual Review
Panel have jurisdiction over the ministry of all staff, and are tasked with the regular
review of their work, arbitration of any complaints, and reporting to the CENC their
findings. Before each annual review, each staff member is sent materials which they
are to complete and make available to the Annual Review Committee beforehand.
Areas covered in the review include:

1. A report on past stated goals and their progress, status and outcome, as well
as personal reflection.

2. Setting of new performance objectives and development planning (with
Review Panel input).

3. Operational support and working environment.

4. Pastoral considerations: mentoring, prayer and personal devotions, family,
personal, and co-workers.
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Rev Brian Harvey has undergone three Annual Reviews (2012, 2013, 2014), with the
Review Panel giving the CENC nothing but the most positive feedback concerning
his ministry, preparedness, resourcefulness and strategic thinking and planning.

Just some of the highlights of Brian’s ministry over the last three years include:

1. Changing the PYV camping structure to using three regional camps (making

them more affordable to operate) and having one large summer camp.

2. Transitioning the PYV Leadership Training with the help of the METRO
Committee into what is now the major training apparatus for PYV leadership
development, known as Youth METRO.

Developing and strengthening Presbyterian youth groups across the state.

Taking a leading role in the development and execution of Engage Training

Events.

5. Bringing to the attention of the CENC the need for a critical update of Breaking
the Silence to meet the criteria changes of the State government. The CENC
reported this to the GAV and as a result, we now have a new Safe Church
Unit in operation.

6. Making a major assault on pornography among both male and female youth
with clinics, counseling and training.

7. Liaising with other Christian youth workers nationally and internationally for
training and equipping.

8. Taking on the task of revamping the Westminster Catechism training for the
CENC to the young people of our churches.

B w

Summary

Rev Harvey enjoys widespread support among the youth of our denomination, with
his good-natured approach to dealing with the problems and concerns young people
face today. He is also highly regarded among his peers in youth ministry and within
the membership of this Assembly. He is compassionate, but unswerving in his
commitment and obedience to the Gospel. The CENC believes that Rev Brian
Harvey continues to serve a vital role in his present ministry and that a further
appointment for a period of five years is important to maintain and develop the
initiatives that he has set in place and those he will pursue in future development
across Victoria regarding youth development. The CENC heartily endorses the work
and ministry of this man and asks you to do the same.

Terms of Settlement

The terms of settlement remain the same as when Rev Harvey was first appointed,
with just a few minor changes. In the standard BIF approved contract, the following
would need to be changed in the ‘Schedule’:

Item 3 regarding the present residence of the Harvey family

Item 4 regarding probationary period: N/A

Item 6 to be changed to be, Term: 5 years

Item 8 regarding Monthly salary: the housing allowance to be the actual rental
costs, including any annual increases in line with fair local market value.

N

C Scott Kroeger
CONVENER

98



CODE AND GENERAL ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE (Min. 14)
Reporting under authority of GAV BB 2014, min 38.2

Re: Rule 4:89 and its interpretation

The General Assembly, GAV BB 2012, min 28.5, asked the Code Committee to
consult with the Trusts Corporation regarding the interpretation of Rule 4:89 as it
relates to uniting congregations and the subsequent allocation of properties.

We have found this a difficult question. We have consulted widely, especially with our
Law Agent, the Trusts Corporation and the ad hoc Committee on Sites Reserve.

Opinion

It is the committee’s view that a presbytery may bring about a union of two or more
congregations to form one new congregation without congregations needing to be
dissolved, with the property of the uniting congregations being applied for the benefit
of the new congregation by the Assembly.

Qualifying this, congregations entering into union have no automatic right to retain
after union all the property they hold prior to union, for the Assembly is not bound to
transfer all the property of the congregations entering into the union to the united
congregation. It is also clear that no more of the property of the uniting congregations
ought to be alienated from the church (i.e. ‘sold’) than is necessary.

The Code Committee is of the view that:

1. In a union of congregations, there is no in-principle reason why the property of
the uniting congregations could not be made available for the benefit of the
united congregation without a congregation having to be dissolved, according
to Code 4:90.

2. Any making available of the property of the uniting congregations to the united
congregation would be by the General Assembly, pursuant to the Model Trust
Deeds under which churches and manses are held in trust for the church,
informing the trustees that the land is to be used as a site for a church for
public worship by a particular congregation recognised by it.

3. In preparing an ‘agreement for union’ a presbytery ought not assume:

a. that the whole of the property of uniting congregations would be made
available by the Assembly to a united congregation; or

b. that the Assembly would approve the sale of more property than would be
necessary to provide for the needs of the united congregation, given the
requirements of rule 4:89, that ‘In effecting the union... of a congregation
the presbytery takes care that no property is needlessly alienated from the
church’.

Background
The General Assembly (BB 2012, min 28.5) resolved to:

Request the Code Committee to consider the Code 4:89 re ‘Union, readjustment or
dissolution of congregations’ with a view to:
a) proposing alterations to clarify the wording, including a definition of the term
‘readjustment’, or its possible deletion;
b) consider, in consultation with the Trusts Corporation and the ad hoc
committee looking at the use of Sites Reserve monies, the issues relating to
property when congregations are united, with a view to ensuring that in a
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union any property becomes available for the benefit of the new united
congregation without a congregation having to be dissolved according to
Code 4:90;

c) consider the possible deletion of the last sentence (‘At all times the Presbytery
encourages and assists mission stations and appointment parishes to rise to
the status of a charge’), or inserting it at a more appropriate place in the
Code;

d) consider this matter urgent (in the light of clause 3 above) and report in the
usual way with recommendations to the next General Assembly.

a) Definition of the term ‘readjustment’

The first part of the Assembly’s request was that the Code Committee consider
rule 4:89 with a view to ‘proposing alterations to clarify the wording, including a
definition of the term ‘readjustment’, or its possible deletion.’

Given the historical roots of our church, we have drawn on various articles
available on the internet of a Scottish origin, and on Andrew Herron’s The Law
and Practice of the Kirk.

Our research indicates that ‘readjustment’ is (or was — ‘reappraisal’ is the word
used by the Church of Scotland now) a Scottish term for ‘making change to meet
changed or changing circumstances’, and that while it has a considerable history
of ecclesiastical use, it has been used more generally of the need to ‘readjust’ in
the face of changes in the wider community.

In ecclesiastical usage, when readjustment is used by itself, it includes union; that
is to say, union is regarded as a form of readjustment; however, union is
frequently put alongside readjustment, as it is in our code rule 4:89.

Readjustment has been of particular importance to the Church of Scotland. We
think this explains why most of the material we have been able to find relates to
that church, rather than other Scottish Presbyterian Churches.

Herron explains:

When the Church of Scotland became re-united in 1929 one of the most pressing tasks
confronting the new body was that of readjusting its agencies. The periods of population
explosion in Scotland had more or less coincided with times of secession, and in its own
peculiar way the divisions of the age had contributed enormously towards meeting the
demand for Church extension. Inevitably, though, it had done so in a quite random and
haphazard fashion so that by 1929 the situation was crying out for rationalisation. In
almost every village of Scotland at that time there were three charges of the Church of
Scotland - near the geographical centre of the parish there would be the Old Kirk, in the
heart of the village would be the Free Kirk, and at a point determined by some accident
of history you would find the U P Kirk. The union of Free and U P in 1900 had gone
some way — but not very far — towards reducing this number. (p. 45)
* U P stands for ‘United Presbyterian’

As a consequence, the practice was established of the Presbytery’s considering
the question of possible readjustment every time there is a vacancy in a charge.

Under the heading, ‘Raising the Question of Readjustment’, the church’s

‘Committee on Union of Congregations and Readjustment of Agencies’
Memorandum on Procedure (1966) states:
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It is the duty of the Presbytery to report each vacancy to the General Assembly’s
Committee together with the Preshytery’s opinion as to whether the question of union or
readjustment should be raised or not’ — and it then lists the factors the Presbytery
should take into account in forming its opinion.

Under this committee’s ‘Memorandum of Procedure’, readjustments included
linking, transporting and suppressing of congregations. At the time of Herron’s
writing, this was under the direction of the Assembly Committee on Parish
Reappraisal, which took over in 1990 from the Committee on Unions and
Readjustments (p. 46).

Using Herron’s list (leaving aside the more obvious ‘Union’ and ‘Dissolution’ to
match our Code), forms of readjustment include:

1. Severance — the division of one congregation into two congregations.

2. Linking — the bringing together of two congregations so that while they
share the services of one minister (and under our code, one session) in
every other regard they retain their identity and autonomy.

3. Transportation — the relocation of a congregation into a new district,
together with its assets and its traditions.

4. Transference — the transference of a congregation from the bounds of one
Presbytery to another by means of redrawing the Presbytery bounds.

5. Restricted Choice — the restricting by the Presbytery of a vacant
congregation’s right to call (under this heading he explains that
‘suppression’ doesn’t mean dissolution, but what is best explained as
ministry by Terminable Appointment, or Terminable Tenure).

Continued Vacancy - the presbytery is not prepared to grant a

congregation leave to call.

Joint Ministry.

Shared Ministry.

. Part-time Ministry.

0.Other forms of change a Presbytery may devise to meet a particular
situation not covered by the above, provided that such form isn’t at
variance with the rules of the Church.

.

Given that the term ‘readjustment’ is not in common use in the PCV, and that this
is the only place it is mentioned in the Code, a definition of it will be helpful, as
follows:

Readjustment - definition
Readjustment is the making of changes by the presbytery to meet the changed or
changing circumstances of congregation or congregations by the:
a. Dividing one congregation into two or more distinct congregations;
b. Linking two or more congregations together to form a linked charge;
c. Relocating a congregation into a new district;
d. Transferring a congregation from within the bounds of one Presbytery to
another by means of the redrawing of Presbytery bounds;
e. Changing the status of a charge;
f. Providing a different ministry pattern to a charge (e.g., from part-time
ministry to full-time, or the reverse).

Each of the actions listed above could be described by the term ‘readjustment’,
and would therefore need to come under the process described in this rule.

101



b) Union —and issues of property

Although it is true that ‘the linking of two congregations as in a linked charge is a
form of union’, using the word ‘union’ in a general sense, we have not been able
to find a single instance of the union of congregations in Presbyterian rules or
practice where union does not mean organic union — that is, the amalgamation of
congregations.

This is why we favour retention of the word ‘readjustment’ in our code, to stand
alongside the words ‘union’ and ‘dissolution’ so as they each maintain their
distinct meaning.

This is the case in Scottish practice. Herron, for example, clearly distinguishes
between the union and the linking of congregations.

‘the concept of linking took its place alongside that of uniting as a way of making a
shrinking supply of ministers...’

‘The first thirty years after 1929 saw some 800 unions and 100 linkings effected.’

‘The procedure towards linking is, with obvious modifications, the same as that for union
and concludes with the acceptance by both or all congregations as a Basis of Linking. It
is effected by the Presbytery with the same restrictions as apply in the case of union.’

We also found a number of histories of congregations formed by unions in
Scotland. Here are two examples:

The history of the Ayr St. Columba Church:

On 4th January 1981 the congregations of Cathcart, Sandgate and Trinity united to
become Ayr St. Columba, as decreed by the General Assembly’s Union and
Readjustment Committee. A special Arbitration Committee from Edinburgh had already
decided that the former Trinity Church would be the location of the new congregation
and that the hall of the former Cathcart Church, on Cathcart Street, would be retained.

The history of Cruden Parish Church:

In 1959, guided by the Presbytery of Aberdeen's Union and Readjustment Committee,
the congregations of Cruden West and Cruden Old agreed to unite and so after 116
years, the two parts of the Presbyterian Church were back together again. In one sense
the Union brought the history of the congregation to a close.

The PCNSW: does not have a rule that mentions ‘union’ or ‘readjustment’—but
these rules recognisably parallel similar rules in our code, and provide for the
‘amalgamation’ of congregations:

1.14 Variation of status. A presbytery may, after consultation with the congregation or
congregations concerned and with the approval of the committee on Ministry and
Mission, divide, amalgamate or create pastoral charges and home mission stations.
The presbytery shall:

(a) declare to which pastoral charge the minister is to continue to be attached,

(b) appoint the moderator/s or interim moderator/s,

(c) record in its minutes the names of those who are to form the session/s or

interim session/s.

1.15 Closure of a congregation. Where a presbytery has determined that a
congregation is unable to constitute for a congregational meeting, or the presbytery
decides that it is inexpedient because of a lack of members for a congregation to
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continue, it may close that congregation after consultation with the session and the
remaining members of the congregation. Appropriate action shall be taken to ensure
that all funds and property of the discontinued congregation are dealt with according to
the Property Trust Act.

The PCQ: does not have a rule about the union of congregations, either; its rule is
also about amalgamations—»but clearly it means ‘union’, because the final step in
the process of amalgamation as reproduced below is ‘Arrange a service of

unification.’

Amalgamation of Charges
4.30 Presbytery may amalgamate Charges after due investigations of their ability to

amalgamate,

including present pastoral ties. This shall include consultation with

Session and Ministers involved.

PCQ guidelines on ‘amalgamations’ include the following (with respect to

property):

The Presbytery may take the following guidelines into consideration when reaching
the decision to amalgamate:
9. Following the report, the Presbytery may:

(i)

(i)
(i)
(iv)
(v)

(vi)
(vii)

(viii)
(ix)
(x)
(xi)
(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)

(xv)

Conclusion

Declare the existing boundaries of the Charges amalgamating to be the
boundaries of the new Charge.

Declare the name of the new Charge.

Declare the existing Ministers as the Ministers of the new Charge.

Name the senior colleague.

Declare a non-Ordained Minister who is already serving as an Assistant to be
the Assistant in the new Charge subject to the approval of the Charge.

Declare existing terms of Call as the terms of Call for each Minister.

Declare all Elders from the existing Sessions to be the Session of the new
Charge.

Declare all Managers of the existing Committees of Management to be the
Committee of Management for the new Charge.

Declare all Communicants of the existing Charges as forming the Communicant
Roll of the new Charge.

Declare all Adherents of the existing Charges form the Adherents’ Roll of the
new Charge.

Declare that all debts of the existing Charges shall become the responsibility of
the new Charge.

Declare all liquid assets, including cash, investments, stocks and shares,
of the existing Charges the responsibility of the new Committee of
Management.

Declare that all real property held by the existing Charges be held by the
new Committee of Management on behalf of the Presbyterian Church of
Queensland.

Declare the date when the Charge formed by the amalgamation, shall become
operative.

Arrange a service of unification.

It is the committee’s opinion that a presbytery may bring about a union of two or
more congregations to form a new congregation, with the property of the uniting
congregations being applied in whole or in part for the benefit of the new
congregation as directed by the General Assembly.

The following is an outline of how this might work in practice. Herron begins his
discussion of the union of congregations with this paragraph:
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A Basis of Union has to be prepared which in the end will be submitted to the
congregations for their approval. This deals with the choice of a name, the fusion of
property and funds, the choice of a building as the place of worship where that is called
for and the future use or disposal of the remaining property, how the temporal affairs
are to be managed and by whom, the delimitation of a parish area, the choice of a
manse and the disposal of the redundant manse, and decides what is to happen about
a Minister.

In our church, rules 4:30 and 4:31 enable a presbytery to supervise the union of
congregations under their jurisdiction and to bring relevant property matters as
necessary to the General Assembly.

A committee would then be established by the presbytery to prepare a suitable
plan and ‘Basis of Union’ for approval by the presbytery and the congregations
concerned.

c) Presbytery ‘Encouragement and Assistance to Mission Stations and
Appointment Parishes’

The third part of the Assembly’s request is that the Code Committee ‘consider the
possible deletion of the last sentence (‘At all times the Presbytery encourages and
assists mission stations and appointment parishes to rise to the status of a
charge’), or inserting it at a more appropriate place in the Code.’

It seems to us that once what is meant by ‘union and readjustment’ is understood,
this sentence makes perfectly good sense where it is, and does not need to be
deleted or relocated.

At all times when considering union or readjustments of congregations presbytery
‘encourages and assists mission stations and appointment parishes to rise to the
status of a charge’ — perhaps by gaining their concurrence to a union or linking or
some other readjustment that would enable the presbytery to declare the status of
the new arrangement to be that of a charge.

The Code Committee believes the sentence makes good sense in its context, is
well-located, and that it would be inappropriate for it to be deleted or relocated.
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APPENDIX

Opinion from Philip Barton regarding ‘How Presbyterian (PCV) property is held’

(Authorised excerpts...)

8.

In this case the registered proprietors of the land are either the Trusts Corporation
or congregational trustees. In the rest of this Memorandum | will use the word
‘trustees’ indiscriminately, although if it is a registered proprietor the Trust
Corporation is the sole trustee.

| now deal with documents...

The relevant provisions of it [i.e. the Presbyterian Trusts Act 1890] are —

a) The General Assembly may resolve to create a corporate body of trustees (s.
3, 5);

b) The purpose is ‘of holding property in trust for the church’ (s. 3(a)). ‘Church’ is
defined as the PCV (s. 2);

c) Section 6 exempts ‘property which at the passing of this Act is held on behalf
of...any existing congregation of the church’ from vesting in the corporation,
but it can be subsequently transferred to the corporation (s. 7, 10). The
corporation can also become trustee if the previous trustees all die etc (s. 8);

d) Section 18 provides —

‘...all property...which is now held or which may hereafter be acquired by any
person...for the use or benefit of the church without any formal declaration of
trust shall be held upon the trusts and subject to the provisions of “The Model
Trust Deeds of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria” or either of them so far as
the same may be applicable or any future alteration...duly authorized...’

e) Section 21(1) provides for a ‘Register of Trustees’, i.e. of all trustees other
than the corporation. Once a new trustee is so registered the new trustee and
the existing trustees are entitled to be registered at the Office of Titles as the
proprietor or proprietors of the land without any formal transfer and to obtain a
certificate of title (s. 23).

10.The Model Trust Deed for Church Site is set out on p. 238ff of the 2013 print of

the Code, with numbered lines. | will not deal with the Manse document but

assume that the same principles apply with appropriate modifications. It includes:

a) The property is vested in the trustees only for the purposes hereinafter
mentioned (lines 7 — 9). This includes that the land is not vested in them
beneficially, which means that they hold it on trust. ‘Hereditaments’ is a wider
term than land, but includes it, and seems to me in this document at times to
be used synonymously with land and at times in its stricter, wider sense;

b) The deed is a declaration of trust (line 9, 13 — 16) (or at least part of it — the
other part being referred to in the next paragraph). By an old statutory
provision, now found in s. 53(1) of the Property Law Act, a declaration of trust
respecting any land must be manifested and proved by some writing signed by
some person who is able to declare such trust. This is what this deed, | think
strictly called a deed poll, is. It is a declaration, not an agreement with
anyone. It creates the trust;

c) They hold upon trust for the PCV (lines 16 — 18) called ‘the said Church’;

d) They are to permit the land to be —

‘used for such purposes and by such person or persons as the General
Assembly...may from time to time direct...and until such direction to
permit...the same to be used as a site for a church for the public worship of

105



God by such persons as are now or at any time or times hereafter may be
recognized by the Assembly as a Congregation of the said Church...and to
permit...the minister...together with the elders and other office-bearers thereof
to have free...enjoyment of the said land...not only for the purposes of public
worship...but for such objects in connection with the affairs of the said
Congregation as the Presbytery...may approve...and to enter on the said
land...to erect...such church...and from time to time alter...the same as shall
at any time or from time to time hereafter be directed by the vote of at least
two-third parts in number of such of the members and adherents for the time
being as shall be personally present at a public meeting thereof called and
held pursuant to notice in that behalf duly given in accordance with and
conformity to the rules and regulations of the said Church for the time being
affecting the convening and holding of meetings of members and adherents in
similar cases’. (lines 19 — 38);

e) The trustees have no power to interfere with the Minister or Office-bearers nor
to meddle (lines 38 — 42);

f) And further —

‘that the said Trustees...shall be bound to obey and give effect to the
orders...made by the Assembly and...Presbytery...concerning every other
matter or thing whereon the Assembly or such Presbytery...may or shall be by
these presents or the constitution of the said Church declared to have
authority...” (lines 44 — 51);

g) And further —

‘that the said Trustees...shall absolutely make sale and dispose of the said
hereditaments...and the fee simple...when and on such terms...as shall with
the consent aforesaid be directed by any such vote as aforesaid and convey
the hereditaments sold to the purchaser...and shall pay the moneys
received...to the Treasurer for the time being of the Assembly...” (lines 62 —
68);

h) And further —

‘that the said Trustees...shall have no power...to collect the revenues or to
manage or interfere with the management of the temporal affairs of the said
Congregation’. (lines 100 — 102);

i) ‘Itis hereby further agreed and declared that, should any Congregation at any
time cease to exist (and such cesser of existence shall be deemed to have
occurred if no Presbyterian Church service is held by a minister or elder or
Home Missionary of the said Church, on the said land...for a continuous
period of twelve months, ...), the Assembly shall be at liberty to direct the
Trustees...to sell...or otherwise deal with...the said land...’ (lines 125 — 131).

11. Under the Declaration of Trust signed by congregational trustees they declare —

‘...WHEREAS under and by virtue of the Certificates of Title particularly
mentioned...in the First Schedule hereunder the...land...particularly described in the
Second Schedule hereunder and the fee simple...are now vested in us...AND
WHEREAS the said hereditaments...have been...vested in us as Trustees only for
the purposes hereafter mentioned and we are desirous of declaring by this deed the
trusts...for which we...shall...stand seised and possessed of the said
land...NOW...we do...declare that we...shall hold...the hereditaments described in
the said Second Schedule Upon such trusts for...“The Presbyterian Church of
Victoria” and...under...such...provisions as are declared...in...“The Presbyterian
Church of Victoria Model Trust Deed for Church and Manse Site” and upon...no other
trusts...”.

12. Under the Nomination and Appointment of Trustees entered in the Register of
Trustees, kept by the Clerk of Presbytery, the trustees above their signatures,
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agree to hold the property in trust for ‘the said Church’. This appears to refer to
the Presbyterian Church of Victoria whose name is printed at the top of the page.

13.Against this background, | draw the following conclusions, as to Victorian land
held for Presbyterian worship (I do not deal with land held for other purposes) —

14.1

a) As stated above the registered proprietor and holder of the legal estate in
the land is either the Trusts Corporation or congregational trustees;

b) They hold the land on trust for the PCV;

c) They have declared that they will permit it to be used for such purposes
and by such persons as the General Assembly may direct;

d) They have declared that until this direction they will permit it to be used as
a site for a church for the public worship of God by such persons as are
now or at any time or times hereafter may be recognized by the Assembly
as a Congregation of the said Church;

e) They have declared that they will obey and give effect to the orders made
by the Assembly and Presbytery concerning every other matter or thing
whereon the Assembly or such Presbytery may have authority. (The
matters or things specifically mentioned, and so outside ‘other’, are matters
concerning the Minister and Office-bearers);

f) They have declared that they will sell the land if there is a vote of members
and adherents to that effect;

g) They have declared that if the congregation ceases to exist (this being
deemed by no service for twelve months) the Assembly shall be at liberty
to direct the Trustees to sell or otherwise deal with the land.

will now deal with the hypothetical situation of a congregation with

congregational trustees going out of existence and the Presbytery or Assembly
permitting another congregation to use the land, whether an amalgam or not of
the first congregation. In this situation —

a)

b)

d)

Regardless of what may go on at congregational level, in the way of extinction
or union of congregations or a new congregation arriving or new persons
arriving, the trustees are still registered proprietors of the land until some
document is lodged in the Titles Office to the contrary;

The trustees continue to hold the land on trust for the PCV. It is interesting
also to note that no particular congregation is mentioned in the Declaration of
Trust or any of the associated documents to which | have referred above. The
only mention of a particular congregation in any of the above documents is in
the Nomination and Appointment of Trustees document, which however only
refers to that congregation in the context of it having met and nominated
trustees;

The trustees have declared that they are subject to the direction of the
Presbytery or Assembly and specifically that they will allow it to be used for
public worship by a congregation recognized by the Assembly.

| would go further and say that, even if the use was not by a congregation
recognized by the Assembly, the trustees would be protected provided they
followed the direction of the Assembly or even a Presbytery for use of the site.

Philip Barton
Member of the Code Committee

John P Wilson
CONVENER
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GENERAL MISSION PROGRAM COMMITTEE (Min. 20)

1. Distribution of the General Mission Program

Introduction

In introducing its report, the committee again wishes to emphasise that the total of
the General Mission Program (GMP) which it recommends to the Commission,
and thus the amount allocated to each presbytery, should be seen as the
minimum amounts required by the benefiting committees of the General
Assembly to perform their respective purposes. Parishes therefore are
encouraged to subscribe more to the GMP, as some have done, where their
circumstances permit or special efforts provide.

Current Year 2014/15

At the May 2014 Commission of the General Assembly, the amount of $162,844
was approved as the total of the GMP allocated to presbyteries for the financial
year 2014/15. To the end of February 2015 approximately 89% of the total has
been received compared to 84% to February 2014 against a total GMP of
$207,203.

Year 2015/16

After considering the applications and budgets put forward in the submissions of
the Assembly committees, the committee is recommending a total amount of
$177,350 for the financial year 2015/16, which is approximately 9% more than in
2014/15. This is the result of a combination of factors including: State News has
submitted a budget requiring a small amount of GMP support; APWM has
requested a reduced amount of GMP; the TEC no longer requires GMP to fund
the training officer as the position is vacant, but has significantly increased that for
the Bursary fund in accordance with the formula approved by the Assembly in
2012 (BB min 85.12).

The enterprises outside the church included for support are the same as the
previous year and the allocations have generally been increased to allow for CPI.

The resulting net total of the General Mission Program for 2015/16 is $177,350
distributed as follows, with the 2014/15 amounts shown for comparison:

2014/15 2015/16

$ $
ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES:
Australian Presbyterian World Mission (Vic.) 40,000 30,000
State News 0 1,500
Theological Education — for Bursary Fund 62,388 101,000
Theological Education (one third actual expenditure: Training Officer) 16,556 0

SUB-TOTAL: ASSEMBLY COMMITTEES 118,944 132,500
INTERDENOMINATIONAL ENTERPRISES:

Australian Christian Lobby 11,400 11,600
ACCESS Ministries 25,400 25,900
Council for Chaplains in Tertiary Institutions 500 500
Victorian Council of Churches: Displan 600 600
SUB-TOTAL: INTERDENOMINATIONAL 37,900 38,600

OTHER GRANTS:
Presbyterian Inland Mission 6,000 6,250
SUB-TOTAL: OTHER GRANTS 6,000 6,250
GRAND TOTAL 162,844 177,350
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2. Allocation of the General Mission Program to Presbyteries

Formula

The 2012 Commission of Assembly approved the formula for the allocation to
presbyteries of the total of the General Mission Program until further
recommendation is brought from the committee as follows:

the total GMP to be apportioned according to the number of communicant and
adherent members in the respective presbyteries as published in the most recent
report to the General Assembly after applying an equalisation factor of 0.6 for
presbyteries in country areas to take account of the different situation faced in those
areas.

The committee does not see any reason to vary the formula.

Allocation of GMP for financial year 2015/16
In accordance with the approved formula, it is recommended that the net General
Mission Program for 2015/16, i.e. $177,350, be allocated as follows:

PRESBYTERY Percentage of | Percentage of 2015/16
LY total total $
Ballarat 4.27% 4.10% 7,272
Benalla 5.61% 5.41% 9,595
Flinders 13.35% 12.82% 22,729
Geelong 4.00% 3.75% 6,649
Gippsland 4.30% 4.33% 7,688
Kilnoorat 6.77% 6.57% 11,654
Maroondah 6.86% 7.70% 13,663
Melbourne East 20.03% 20.54% 36,423
Melbourne North 14.95% 15.09% 26,759
Melbourne West 16.66% 16.69% 29,592
North Western Victoria 3.20% 3.00% 5,326
TOTAL 100.00% 100.00% 177,350

While the formula remains unchanged, the relative percentages applied to
presbyteries have changed significantly in some cases. Most notably, the number
of communicants and adherents in Maroondah increased by 12% year on year
while the numbers in other presbyteries varied by up to 6% (up or down). These
variations are reflected in the percentages in the table above compared to the
previous year. This will obviously impact the dollar amount allocated to each
presbytery.

Philip Court
CONVENER
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PRESBYTERY OF BALLARAT

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Ararat

Ballarat North/Mt Prospect/Smeaton
Ballarat South

Ballarat West/Lexton
Carisbrook/Castlemaine
Daylesford

Horsham/Marnoo

Kaniva/Nhill

Skipton/Lismore

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

PRESBYTERY OF BENALLA

As at 28 February 2015

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
GENERAL MISSION PROGRAM 2014/2015
PAYMENTS BY PARISHES/PRESBYTERIES

Allocation TOTAL Received
NOT for 2014/15 as %

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Benalla

Broadford

Numurkah
Seymour/Nagambie/Yea
Shepparton/Stanhope/Kyabram
Tatura
Wangaratta/Yarrawonga/Myrtleford
Wodonga

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

PRESBYTERY OF FLINDERS

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Aspendale

Brighton

Cheltenham

Clarinda

Clayton

Cranbourne
Cardinia/Koo-Wee-Rup
Dandenong
Dromana/Mornington
Frankston

Mordialloc

Somerville
Sorrento/Rye

SE Samoan
PRESBYTERY TOTAL

Percentages subscribed/unpaid
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BALANCE of
Received in TOTAL
Allocation Received for Excess of Received for Received in
2014/15 2014/15 Allocation Prior Year 2014/15 Received
6,948
451 451 451
956 956 956
1,209 1,250 41 1,250
1,245 1,245 1,245
812 812 812
217 217 217
560 560 560
866 866 866
632 632 632
6,948 6,989 41 6,989
9,136
2,283 2,283 2,283
417 417 417
1,063 1,063 1,063
737 737 737
1,063 1,063 1,063
1,752 1,752 1,752
1,235 1,235 1,235
586 200 200 386
9,136 8,750 8,750 386
4.2%
21,740
1,003 1,003 1,003
1,298 1,298 1,298
1,862 862 862 1,000
578 578 578
5,581 5,581 5,581
1,850 1,850
169 169 169
1,199 1,199
1,172 772 772 400
2,654 2,654 2,654
938 938 938
876 876 876
1,849 1,849 1,849
711 711 711
21,740 17,291 17,291 4,449
20.5%

of Allocation

100.0%
100.0%
103.4%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.6%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

34.1%

95.8%

100.0%
100.0%

46.3%
100.0%
100.0%

100.0%

65.9%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

79.5%



PRESBYTERY OF GEELONG

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Colac

Geelong - St George's

Geelong North

Geelong West

Moorabool

The Leigh

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

PRESBYTERY OF GIPPSLAND

As at 28 February 2015

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
GENERAL MISSION PROGRAM 2014/2015
PAYMENTS BY PARISHES/PRESBYTERIES

Allocation TOTAL Received
NOT for 2014/15 as %

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Bairnsdale

Drouin

Leongatha

Moe/Yarram

Morwell

Sale

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

PRESBYTERY OF KILNOORAT

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Camperdown/Terang

Hamilton

Heywood/Portland

Koroit/Port Fairy

Noorat

Warrnambool

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

PRESBYTERY OF MAROONDAH

Total Allocated to Presbytery
Belgrave Heights

Blackburn

Croydon Hills

Donvale

Heathmont

Kirkbrae

Mt Evelyn

Warburton

Woori Yallock

PRESBYTERY TOTAL
Percentages subscribed/unpaid

BALANCE of
Received in TOTAL
Allocation Received for Excess of Received for Received in
2014/15 2014/15 Allocation Prior Year 2014/15 Received
6,513
970 970 970
677 677 677
1,303 1,303 1,303
1,355 1,355 1,355
1,218 1,218 1,218
990 990 990
6,513 6,513 6,513
7,000
644 644 644
3,521 3,521 3,521
308 308 308
1,260 1,260 1,260
1,190 1,190 1,190
77 77 77
7,000 7,000 7,000
11,030
910 910 910
1,735 1,735 1,735
945 945
1,090 1,090 1,090
1,030 560 560 470
5,320 5,320 5,320
11,030 9,615 9,615 1,415
12.8%
11,174
601 601 601
501 600 99 600
1,602 1,602 1,602
5,306 5,306 5,306
781 781 781
100 100 100
801 801 801
501 501 501
981 981 981
11,174 11,273 99 11,273
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of Allocation

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
54.4%
100.0%
87.2%

100.0%
119.8%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.9%



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
GENERAL MISSION PROGRAM 2014/2015
PAYMENTS BY PARISHES/PRESBYTERIES

As at 28 February 2015

Allocation TOTAL Received
NOT for 2014/15 as %

BALANCE of
Received in TOTAL
Allocation Received for Excess of Received for Received in
2014/15 2014/15 Allocation Prior Year 2014/15 Received
PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE EAST
Total Allocated to Presbytery 32,624
Arabic 1,012 1,012 1,012
Ashburton 1,393 1,393 1,393
Auburn 1,478 1,478 1,478
Burwood Community 2,094 2,094 2,094
Camberwell 6,459 1,729 1,729 4,731
Canterbury 3,295 3,295 3,295
Caulfield/Elwood 2,871 3,510 3,510 2,871
Gardenvale East 326 326 326
Hawthorn 1,668 1,668 1,668
Korean, Balwyn 1,928 1,928
Malvern 2,822 2,822 2,822
South Yarra 3,360 3,360 3,360
St Kilda / Balaclava 1,431 1,431 1,431
Surrey Hills 2,487 2,487 2,487
PRESBYTERY TOTAL 32,624 23,095 3,510 26,605 9,530
Percentages subscribed/unpaid 29.2%
PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE NORTH
Total Allocated to Presbytery 24,345
Bundoora 4,710 4,710 4,710
Eltham 3,409 3,409 3,409
Epping 2,301 2,301 2,301
Heidelberg 1,673 1,673 1,673
Hume 641 641 641
Kangaroo Ground 2,270 2,270
Reservoir 2,724 2,724 2,724
Samoan, Fawkner 2,827 2,827 2,827
Valley 1,013 1,013 1,013
Westminster Community Tem'towe 705 705 705
Whittlesea/Mernda 2,072 2,072 2,072
PRESBYTERY TOTAL 24,345 22,075 22,075 2,270
Percentages subscribed/unpaid 9.3%
PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE WEST
Total Allocated to Presbytery 27,124
Brimbank 555 555 555
Clifton Hill 556 556 556
Darebin 424 424 424
Essendon 1,271 1,271 1,271
Gisborne 1,028 1,028 1,028
Melbourne, Scots/Flemington 16,292 16,292 16,292
Melton 1,404 1,404 1,404
Point Cook 418 418 418
Sunshine 1,334 1,334 1,334
West Footscray 935 701 701 234
Williamstown 1,664 1,664 1,664
Wyndham 1,243 1,243 1,243
PRESBYTERY TOTAL 27,124 26,890 26,890 234
Percentages subscribed/unpaid 0.9%
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of Allocation

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

26.8%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

70.8%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

90.7%

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

75.0%
100.0%
100.0%

99.1%



As at 28 February 2015

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
GENERAL MISSION PROGRAM 2014/2015
PAYMENTS BY PARISHES/PRESBYTERIES

Allocation TOTAL Received
NOT for 2014/15 as %

BALANCE of
Received in TOTAL
Allocation Received for Excess of Received for Received in
2014/15 2014/15 Allocation Prior Year 2014/15 Received
PRESBYTERY OF NORTH WESTERN VICTORIA
Total Allocated to Presbytery 5211
Bendigo 1,624 1,624 1,624
Eaglehawk 716 716 716
Northern Lakes (Kerang/Pyramid Hill/'Swan Hill) 1,312 1,312 1,312
Rochester 1,284 1,284 1,284
Sunraysia 275 275 275
PRESBYTERY TOTAL 5,211 5,211 5,211
Percentages subscribed/unpaid
SUMMARY
Total Allocated to Presbyteries 162,844
BALLARAT 6,948 6,989 41 6,989
BENALLA 9,136 8,750 8,750 386
FLINDERS 21,740 17,291 17,291 4,449
GEELONG 6,513 6,513 6,513
GIPPSLAND 7,000 7,000 7,000
KILNOORAT 11,030 9,615 9,615 1,415
MAROONDAH 11,174 11,273 99 11,273
MELBOURNE EAST 32,624 23,095 3,510 26,605 9,530
MELBOURNE NORTH 24,345 22,075 22,075 2,270
MELBOURNE WEST 27,124 26,890 26,890 234
NORTH WESTERN VICTORIA 5,211 5,211 5,211
unallocated -1
TOTALS 162,845 144,702 140 3,510 148,212 18,283
Percentages subscribed/unpaid 11.2%
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of Allocation

100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%
100.0%

100.6%
95.8%
79.5%

100.0%

100.0%
87.2%

100.9%
70.8%
90.7%
99.1%

100.0%

88.9%



HEALTH AND COMMUNITY CHAPLAINCY COMMITTEE (Min. 16)
Police Chaplaincy

Background

In August 2014, Rev Scott Kroeger informally approached the HCCC Convener
concerning a potential full-time Police Chaplaincy position. The position required
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) and would be based in Darwin with the Northern
Territory Police. The Convener spoke with Chaplaincy Coordinator about CPE
possibilities for Scott to pursue. We were advised that the John Paver Centre had
already received sufficient CPE candidates and would be advised of the next course.

Subsequent to that, Scott, a current PCV volunteer Police Chaplain, advised the
Convener that he was interested in developing a potential role with Victoria Police
(VicPol) assisting the current VicPol Chaplain, Rev Dr John Broughton and asking for
the HCCC's assistance in developing such a role.

HCCC Response

After some initial discussions, the committee was encouraged with this direction,
although there was great concern about funding such a proposal. Scott indicated that
he would be willing to raise the funds himself as per APWM missionary model but
was keen to receive financial support while the support was being raised.

At our August 2014 meeting, HCCC made the following motions:

10.5 Police Chaplaincy: Proposal Rev S Kroeger

The Committee discussed a proposal received from Rev Scott Kroeger, a current PCV
volunteer Police Chaplain who is interested in pursuing an opportunity to work full time
with Victoria Police as a Police Chaplain under Rev Dr John Broughton. Miles Fagan
and Kathy James had both advised Scott that the HCCC had no funding available in
support of such a position. Scott had proposed that if HCCC were willing to help
create, structure and support such a position, he and his wife were willing to consider
full fund raising for it under a “missionary model” approaching PCV congregations and
perhaps corporate sponsors.

After some discussion on the proposal, the HCCC agreed that it was not supportive of
developing a position that did not have a stable funding stream. The committee
recognized Scott’s current circumstances, desire and willingness to undergo further
chaplaincy training and current service as a PCV voluntary police chaplain and made
the following resolution.

Resolved: 8/14.8: That the HCCC include Rev Scott Kroeger on the monthly visiting
chaplains list to receive chaplaincy payments of $100 per month from September
2014 and make provision for payment for one unit of training in Clinical Pastoral
Education for him at an appropriate CPE centre in the current financial year.

Petition to GAV by Rev Scott Kroeger

It is the right of Scott to petition GAV concerning the HCCC’s unwillingness to
continue with his original proposal. His main issue for the petition was to seek
funding from GAV for this unique ministry position that he had been seeking to
negotiate and organise with VicPol. HCCC was concerned about funding with no
access to further funds and to the development of a role with an external organisation
without reference to the normal processes for the development of positions by the
HCCC,; i.e. consulting with BIF for establishing a position and seeking secure
funding.
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At the GAV of October 2014 the prayer of the petition by Scott Kroeger was granted
and the matter referred back to HCCC for further investigation.

HCCC response to GAV

HCCC considered GAV decision and sought advice from BIF as to if there were
further funds for the development of a full time PCV Police Chaplaincy role. In a letter
from BIF dated 20 Feb 2015, HCCC were advised of the following:

The Board of Investment and Finance at its meeting held on 17 February 2015
received your correspondence of 22 January 2015 and resolved as follows:

029/15 Item 9 — funding of Police Chaplaincy. It was agreed to advise the committee
that all funds allocated for the support of chaplaincy have been allocated to the Health
and Community Chaplaincy committee and that there are no other funds readily
available for this purpose.

HCCC Resolution of the advice provided
HCCC at its February 2015 meeting made the following resolution:

7.2 PCV Commission of Assembly 2015: Pastors Personal Support and Police
chaplaincy

The Convener tabled a letter from the BIF dated 20/2/2015 confirming there are no
additional PCV funds available to fund a new Police Chaplaincy role at this time. This
will be communicated to the Assembly at the Commission in May. Both items to
remain on the agenda for future discussion as appropriate.

As listed above, HCCC will leave the subject of Police Chaplaincy on the agenda
until such time that it might be possible to explore this with a secure funding model
and a transparent selection process.

Miles Fagan
CONVENER
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MAINTENANCE OF THE MINISTRY COMMITTEE (Min. 17)
The committee reports the following matters to the Commission of Assembly 2015:

1. Committee

Your committee continued meeting in Melton following the October 2014 General

Assembly and notes that there are no changes of Membership.
e Mr Reg Butcher continues as our Registrar.

e Annual Parish Report forms should be transmitted to Mr Butcher in the first

instance.

e Continuing members are Rev Keith Allen, Rev Mark Crabb, Robert Taylor and

Dennis Wright (Convener).
e Your committee has met regularly throughout the year.

2. Declaration of terms of settlement

Again, your committee notes that there are many parishes who are yet to submit
Annual Parish Report forms as at 31 March 2015. In order to have Terms of
Settlement declared, parishes are reminded that the last date for lodgment is 28
February. We continue to remind presbyteries to be more vigilant in following up

outstanding Annual Parish Reports and in checking their accuracy.

3. Annual parish reports

Parishes and presbyteries should be aware that approval of grants and subsidies
is dependent upon the lodgment of the Annual Parish Report, which is a
requirement for ALL parishes, appointment parishes and home mission stations.
The overall quality of figures presented is improving slowly, though some
confusion still occurs with federal parishes. We note that there is still some
difficulty in the presentation and verification of budget figures. We urge ALL
presbyteries to be more pro-active and rigorous in the collection and assessment
of Annual Parish Reports, and again ask that presbyteries appoint a
registrar/committee whose task it is to facilitate this. Your committee recognises
that many parishes do not have suitably qualified treasurers and administrators
and require assistance from the presbytery and this committee. Our registrar and
convener are available to assist parishes. We are continuing to endeavor to

produce a more user friendly Annual Parish Report in paper and electronic form.

4. Long service leave (and LSL levy)

Your committee recommends the continuance of the Long Service Leave Levy at
$350 per parish per minister per annum. We note that some presbyteries have not
given enough consideration to minister’'s Long Service Leave entitlements/dates
and have been found lacking in forwarding current details to this committee. In
view of recent claims made on the Long Service Leave Fund for persons not
previously advised to our committee, we believe that the Long Service Leave

Levy will need to be increased in the near future.

5. Non-cash benefits

Your committee reminds Assembly that, even though the current Federal
Government intends to take no action on the non-cash benefits exemption and
charitable definition of churches, we should appreciate these benefits and adhere

to the spirit of the laws of the land that allows us these concessions.
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. Superannuation
Your committee recommends that the rate of parish contribution to the PCV
Superannuation Fund remains at 15% of actual remuneration.

. Minister’s remuneration
Your committee submits the following to the Assembly:

An increase of 2.5% of base stipend (not including NCB) bringing total base
remuneration up to $51,792, with NCB balancing:

STIPEND: $33,900.00 NCB: $17,892.00 TOTAL: $51,792.00

. Fuel prices

Your committee believes there are continuing positive effects for oil prices in
Australia. We note that fuel costs have not increased, and in fact have decreased
over the past 6 months. We recommend no increase in excess travel, the rate
remaining at 49 cents per kilometre.

. Supply preaching fees

In accordance with the above we recommend:

e Supply preaching fees increase by 2.5%; and

e Travel reimbursement for supply preachers remain at 49 cents per kilometre.

Our grateful thanks go to the PCV General Manager and the Office Staff for all their
assistance given to the convener and the committee.

Dennis Wright
CONVENER
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SAFE CHURCH — PCV (Min. 18)

This matter is emergent since the last General Assembly and in need of executive
action.

Safe Church — PCV makes reports on recent developments in the community with
regard to any Law that impinges on our responsibilities within the church.

Since the last Assembly, there has been a new suite of laws enacted originating from
Victoria’s Justice Department (called The Betrayal of Trust Laws). Because this has
emerged since the Assembly and following the publication and approval of the PCV
Safe Church Manual, we are still wrestling with some of the implications and, in some
areas, are still to establish proper responses.

The environment in which PCV personnel minister, regarding issues relating to child
sexual abuse—both historical and current—has radically altered in a very short
space of time due to the new laws, the expectations of law-enforcement agencies
and of the broader community. As a result, it is of critical importance that personnel
ministering within the PCV understand the implications of this changed environment.

PCV needs expert education and advice on the subject. Some of the implications of
the new laws are yet to be understood in the wider church. To help a religious
organisation like ourselves, we are able to engage spokespersons from Victoria
Police who are capable of speaking to an Assembly and fielding questions.

This is a once-off request, but the timing is just right to carry this out in 2015.

We seek the Commission of Assembly to ask the Business Committee to reserve the
Agenda for the 5™ Sederunt (Wednesday, 7 October 2015, 7.00pm — 8.30pm)
entirely for Safe Church to report, and to invite spokespersons from Victoria Police’s
SANO taskforce to address all members of the Assembly, together with all Safe
Church local representatives, and then to field a question and answer session.

To understand why we are asking for this permission, this is the background for the
SANO taskforce:

The SANO Task Force was established to investigate historic and new allegations that
have emanated from the Victorian Parliamentary Inquiry into child sex abuse involving
Religious and Non-Government organisations. The task force will also coordinate
investigations emerging from the Australian Government Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.

SANO Task Force is based within Victoria Police's Crime Command and comprises
specialist sexual assault detectives. SANO investigators will identify links between
offenders and offences through the use of modern, specialist investigation methods.

SANO investigators are trained experts in sexual assault matters who will maintain the
confidentiality of anyone who makes a complaint or wishes to provide information
regarding child sexual abuse. Victoria Police are dedicated to accessing justice for
victims, whether that is though a full judicial process by going to court or by simply telling
their story.
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In the strongest possible terms we see this as a necessary intrusion into the week of
the General Assembly and we plead for full agreement and full attendance by every
member of Assembly.

John P Wilson
CASE MANAGER
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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE (Min. 11)

In accordance with the instructions of the 2014 GAV, Minute 104.10, the TEC has
commenced a national and international search for a New Testament lecturer, led by
the Principal. While a number of possible candidates have been and are being
considered, as yet the committee has not been able to satisfy itself of the quality and
suitability of the individuals under consideration. Consequently, the TEC is not
prepared to make a recommendation to the Commission of Assembly, and will
continue in seeking the Lord’s appointed man for this position.

However, the TEC has brought before the Assembly the difficulty we have in
maintaining our current levels of support for the training of candidates since at least
2009. Since the last meeting of the GAV in October 2014 it has emerged that the
TEC will not be able to continue to meet the current levels of support for training
candidates beyond the end of this financial year, 30 June 2015. The inability of the
TEC to fund candidate training under the present arrangements means that without
urgent executive action by the Assembly the TEC will have insufficient funds
available to adequately operate the College beyond 30 June 2015. Clearly this
situation is not in the best interests of the College, the candidates, or the wider PCV.
At present the TEC grants full scholarships to all candidates for the ministry and also
seeks to provide some limited income assistance to those candidates with financial
needs.

Maintaining this level of support is increasingly difficult because:
1. Our fees increase in-line with the ACT fees, which increase every year at
approximately 3% per annum.
2. Investment returns are now in-line with realistic long-term averages, with the
resulting limitation on bursary funds to produce income.
3. Student numbers have increased significantly, a trend that we hope will be
sustained.

If we are blessed with the number of candidates needed to replace retiring ministers
over the next decade and beyond, the current situation is unsustainable.

In 2012, the TEC endeavoured to address the financial strain on the Bursary Fund by
recommending to the Assembly that the ‘end user’ pay for the training, from which
they benefit, through the GMP program. It was considered at the time that the burden
of completely funding the training of candidates through the GMP was too great a
cost to GMP. Consequently, the Assembly approved a ‘limited end user pays’ model
of funding that was designed to make up the difference between the funds provided
from the bursary fund and the annual cost of scholarships, with an additional 20% of
scholarship cost of the previous year to replenish the bursary fund capital as per Min
85.12, 2012.

Minute 85.12, 2012

Approve the funding of the TEC Bursary Fund from GMP, the amount being given
each year to consist of 20% of the total cost of candidates’ fees for the preceding
financial year and whatever the reduction in the capital of the fund has been in the
previous financial year, this arrangement to be reviewed in five years’ time.

In making its recommendations in 2012, the TEC anticipated that the demand on
GMP would decrease year on year, as the capital in the bursary fund was built up.
The TEC qualified this expectation by noting that the demand on GMP would
decrease, “unless we are blessed with an influx of students.” Since 2012, we have
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been blessed with that influx of candidates. Candidate humbers have continued to
increase at a rate that has prevented the replenishing of the bursary fund capital. The
result of this growth and the current funding structure is that while candidate numbers
remain high and continue to grow, the cost of their training, in its entirety, and with
the addition of a premium, will be shifted to GMP. The projected cost of the current
funding model to GMP is projected to grow from $101,017 in 2015/16 to $215,914 by
2017/18. In addition, the lag in the present model means that it fails to replenish the
bursary funds resulting in a projected deficit of $140,925 in 2015/16 and a deficit of
$237,532 by 2017/18. This failure to replenish the capital in the bursary fund impacts
the TEC’s capacity to provide financial assistance to candidates in financial need.
The TEC is of the opinion that the current situation is inconsistent with the
Assembly’s intentions, and unsustainable, consequently the TEC is of the opinion
that the situation requires the urgent attention of the Assembly. Below is a discussion
of the options that could be implemented to address this situation.

1. Do Nothing

This is not really an option as the following discussion indicates. The capital of the
bursary fund will be effectively reduced to the perpetual portion alone by the end of
the 2014/15 financial year. The existing provisions (Min 85.12, 2012) mean that with
the non-perpetual capital exhausted, the reduction in the capital of the fund will be
almost equivalent to the entire cost of training candidates, and this cost will be rapidly
moved to GMP. The resulting increase in GMP will be substantial and will put
congregations, already struggling to meet their GMP contributions, under increased
financial pressure. In addition the TEC will be forced to operate the Bursary Fund
with significant deficits, although these deficits would be covered by GMP allocations
from the following year, we are in effect borrowing against the good will of the
congregations and spending money we do not have, and is yet to be collected. This
situation would continue until such time as candidate numbers declined or stabilise at
which point Min 85.12 would have its intended effect at some point in the future. The
TEC considers this a most unsatisfactory situation and operationally irresponsible.

2. Require candidates to fund their own training for ministry

It has been suggested in the past and it continues to be frequently suggested that we
should simply require candidates to pay for their training. Advocates of this model
cite the ready availability of the funding through the FEE-HELP scheme provided by
the Federal Government. Many colleges do encourage their students to use FEE-
HELP, and its advent has allowed theological colleges to charge fees that are more
realistically related to the cost of delivering theological courses. Private students at
PTC make use of FEE-HELP.

In considering this possibility, the question that faces us is not: Should the candidates
pay for their training? It is perfectly reasonable to expect an individual to contribute to
the cost of obtaining the qualifications from which they intend to earn their livelihood.
The guestion we have to face is this: Should the church continue to accept, at least in
part, the financial responsibility for the training of its ministers? The answer can only
be a resounding ‘Yes'. Clearly the church has a significant vested interest in the
training of ministers. The denomination encourages individuals to undertake training
for ministry, it determines who enters training for ministry, determines their course of
study during their training, and on completion of the training the church determines
who may enter the ministry. If we claim the authority to determine who can be a
candidate and what they should study, then we must also accept some responsibility
for financing the consequences of our decisions, especially when the level of
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ministerial stipends was never really designed to remunerate ministers in accordance
with the qualifications they have obtained or take into account such matters as the re-
payment of student loans. Consequently, the TEC is of the opinion that it is
unreasonable to expect candidates alone to bear the entire cost of their training for
ministry in the PCV.

3. Substantially increase the perpetual portion by a one off donation to the
Bursary Fund, and index the fund to preserve the value of the perpetual funds
This of course, would be the most ideal solution. However, the amount of capital
would be significant. Even if, as a denomination, we could add sufficient capital to
meet the present demand and index the funds to preserve this capital, this solution
makes no provision for future growth in candidate numbers, and we would again find
ourselves in a similar position if we are blessed with an increasing number of
candidates.

While the TEC has long held the view that the present church should make some
contribution to the training of its ministers and not live off the prudent provisions of
the past, the TEC never intended that the present church should bear the entire cost
of training its ministers. The TEC also holds the view that it is unreasonable to expect
candidates alone to fund the cost of their training, but it is perfectly reasonable to
expect candidates to make some contribution to the cost of their training from which
they will earn their living. The TEC therefore recommends that the Assembly
establish a financial partnership between the various stakeholders in candidate
training — one that draws on all three sources of funding, broadens the financial base,
minimises the risk of dependence on a single source, and seeks to divide the
financial burden equitably between the primary beneficiaries.

4. A Financial Partnership

This partnership for funding the training of candidates, divides the cost of training
candidates equally between the PCV and the candidates, a 50/50 split. The cost of
training incurred by each contributor would be funded as follows:-

Candidate’s contribution

The contribution required for a candidate to complete a full course of study in
2015 is approximately $65,520, spread across four years. The candidate would
be responsible for funding 50% of this amount over the four years, a total of
$32,760. The TEC, through the faculty, would encourage candidates to fund their
contribution by drawing on personal finances, approach their sending church or
Presbytery, or make use of the FEE-HELP scheme provided by the Federal
Government. The TEC anticipates that most candidates will use the FEE-HELP
system.

PCV Contribution

The 50% contribution required by the church ($32,760) would be met from the
TEC Bursary Fund. The TEC Bursary fund would be funded by the present
church, through GMP at a rate of 35% of the total cost of training candidates each
year, and 15% from income generated by the perpetual funds of the Bursary
Fund.

GMP Contribution

The GMP contribution to be calculated on an annual basis using the following
formula:
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(Effective Number of Full-time Candidates at 31 March each year) x (The Annual Cost
of a Candidate’s Fees for that year) x 0.35

Where the annual cost of a candidate’s fees per year is given by the following
formula:

Number of ACT accredited subjects required to meet GAA CC requirements*/4 x ((2 x
the cost of a single graduate subject? (4cps)) + the cost of a single undergraduate
subject® (4cps))/3.

! The number of Australian College of Theology accredited subjects required to meet the General
Assembly of Australia College Committee requirements is currently 36.
2&3 The cost of both graduate and undergraduate fees is published in the PTC Handbook each

year.

Bursary Fund

To ensure that the Bursary Fund can continue to contribute 15% of the total cost
of training candidates, and continue to provide some assistance to students in
financial need the Bursary Fund requires an addition of $200,000 to the perpetual
funds. The BIF has indicated its willingness and ability to add an additional
$200,000 to the perpetual funds of the TEC Bursary Fund, to meet the ongoing
requirements of the Bursary Fund, should the Assembly approve this proposal.
The TEC is very grateful for the generosity and assistance of the BIF in finding a
workable solution to this matter.

Implementation

The TEC recommends that the suggested partnership arrangement be implemented
in two stages to minimise the impact on both the congregations of the PCV, and the
candidates currently training.

Stage 1 — GMP Funding

The TEC is concerned by the rising cost to GMP brought about by the high
number of candidates and the provisions of GAV minute 85.12, 2012. Under the
current provisions of minute 85.12, 2012 the cost of candidate training to GMP is
$101,017 in 2015/16. The TEC recommends that the new method for calculating
GMP be approved at the Commission of Assembly in May 2015, and commence
from the 1 July 2016. This change would result in an estimated reduction in GMP
in 2016/17 of $47,871, and in 2017/18 an estimated reduction of $93,302.

Stage 2 — Candidate Contribution

The committee is of the opinion that it has a moral obligation to fund candidate
training under the present arrangements until the end of 2015. Meeting this
obligation will require the addition of $100,000. The BIF has indicated its support
for the transfer of the money from the Pinches Estate ($100,667) form the
General Operations account of the TEC to the operational funds of the Bursary
Fund to meet this obligation. The TEC thanks the BIF for their support and
assistance.

Commencing in 2016 the TEC would cease to offer fully funded scholarships and
offer candidates scholarships of 50% per annum of their tuition fees, (as outlined
above) and at the same time require candidates to fund the other 50% of their
training, themselves. In addition, the total funds available to an individual
candidate through this scholarship would be capped to a total sum of 50% of the
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total cost of training a candidate, to meet the requirements set by the General
Assembly of Australia College Committee as determined by the faculty of PTC.

In addition, the TEC would like to increase the funds available to support candidates
by increasing the perpetual portion of the Bursary Fund, so that we are better able to
offer bursaries for living expenses to candidates during their training for ministry. To
this end, the TEC is seeking to obtain Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status for the
present Bursary Fund or establish a fund with DGR status for the purpose of
supporting candidates during their training. The TEC is seeking the approval of the
Commission for the TEC to fundraise across the denomination to this purpose.

Kevin Maxwell
CONVENER
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PETITION 1 (Min. 10)

Hawthorn Presbyterian Church Board of Management
Sale of Property

To the Commission of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.
This petition shows that:

1. This matter arises out of correspondence to the Hawthorn Presbyterian
Church Board from the PCV Trusts Corp/BIF through the Presbytery of
Melbourne East in a letter dated 20™ February, 2015 in which it advises that
the Hawthorn Congregation should seek the mind of Assembly on its property
proposal; and

2. The recitals below will show that this matter should be deemed urgent and
requiring executive action by the Assembly; and

3. Hawthorn Presbyterian Church Board advised the Trust Corporation/BIF of its
proposals in a letter dated 2" September, 2014 in advance of a presentation
to the Hawthorn Congregation to allow the Trust Corp/BIF to offer any
guidance they saw fit; and

4. The necessary congregational decisions were made at a duly called meeting
on 9" November, 2014, at which the Hawthorn congregation approved the
following by a two thirds majority:

a. Approve the proposal of the Board of Management as outlined in the
report.

b. Seek the approval of the Presbytery and the Board of Investment and
Finance so that the property can be marketed promptly, with the proceeds
of any approved sale to be applied as follows:

I. To purchase a suitable manse in a residential zone of Hawthorn within
as close proximity to the Church as possible.

ii. To replace the current rental properties at 573 Glenferrie Road,
consisting of the three maisonettes, with new or newer apartments in
the local area that would provide consistent rental income, opportunities
for ministry, and require substantially lower ongoing maintenance.

iii. The reimbursement to HPC’s general funds of the approximately
$770,000 expended in recent years on property works.

iv. The application of the remaining balance of the capital income to:

1. The establishment of a fund for future building maintenance and
repairs, and

2. A donation to the work of the Presbyterian Theological College
and/or church extension work within the PCV.

c. Note that no sale can proceed without the final sale price being approved
at a subsequent congregational meeting.

5. The Presbytery of Melbourne East has given its approval to the congregation’s
decisions on the allocation of any proceeds in a meeting held on 14"
December, 2014; and

6. The Board is ready to commence marketing the property in question, viz. 573
Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn, so that a suitable offer can be found to put to the
congregation; and

7. The congregation of the Hawthorn Presbyterian Church is desirous of
exercising faithful stewardship of assets under its care; and
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8. The Board does not want to commence advertising the property until it has
assurance that the congregation’s decisions on the allocation of any proceeds
can be followed; and

9. It would be unreasonable to ask any purchaser to make a binding offer and
then have to await the outcome of an Assembly decision in October, 2015
before knowing whether the congregation could accept the offer; and

10.This creates an inherent sense of urgency, even though no-one can predict
when a suitable offer might be received; and

11.The aim of this proposal is not to dispose of church property in the ordinary
sense, but rather to exchange one property for other properties that would
more efficiently suit the needs of the church—and at the same time place the
church in a stronger financial position to carry out its mission of spreading the
Gospel.

Now therefore the Board of the Hawthorn Presbyterian Church humbly petitions the
Commission of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria to take
these premises into consideration and:

Approve the sale of the property at 573 Glenferrie Rd, Hawthorn, and

the following allocation of the proceeds of any sale, subject to the Trust

Corp/BIF being satisfied at the time of any settlement that all due

procedures leading up to that sale, have been followed:

1. The purchase of a suitable manse in a residential zone of Hawthorn
within as close proximity to the church as possible.

2. The purchase of new or newer apartments in the local area that
would provide consistent rental income, and opportunities for
ministry.

3. The reimbursement to Hawthorn Presbyterian Church’s general
funds of the amount expended in recent years on property works.

4. The application of the remaining balance of the capital income to:

a. The establishment of a fund for future building maintenance and
repairs for the Hawthorn Presbyterian Church, and

b. A donation to the work of the Presbyterian Theological College
and/or church extension work within the PCV as the
congregation may decide at the time, subject to the approval of
the presbytery

or do otherwise as in their wisdom they may consider appropriate.

Rev Graham Nicholson (Chairman) and Mr Dirk Jackson were appointed to state the
petition.

126



ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENT TO PETITION 1

Proposal for the rationalisation of the property holdings of Hawthorn
Presbyterian Church

The Board of Management has recently been giving consideration to restructuring
HPC'’s property holding for the following reasons.

1. HPC has recently expended $670,000 of its general funds on the repair and
maintenance of the main church building, which was re-roofed, and extensive
repairs and refurbishment done on both the exterior and interior. Repairs and
maintenance works to the hall, session house and club room are currently
underway and planned at an expected cost of $60,000-$100,000. The total
demand on HPC’s general funds therefore has amounted to approximately
$770,000.

2. Both the buildings on the manse site, 573 Glenferrie Road, have deteriorated
to the point where a significant expenditure would be required to bring them up
to date. These costs are estimated at around $300-$400,000—which exceeds
HPC's total available capital.

3. The property at 573 Glenferrie Road is located in an area of Hawthorn zoned
for multi-unit development. Recent changes to the zoning laws make this site
particularly suitable for development, raising its market value well above what
a manse site in a normal residential zone would command.

In light of the above, the HPC Board of Management has over the course of the past
eight months looked at various ways in which the best outcome might be achieved
and is of the view that it would be prudent for the church to restructure its property
holdings as follows.

1. To purchase a suitable manse in a residential zone of Hawthorn within as
close proximity to the church as possible.

2. To replace the current rental properties at 573 Glenferrie Road, consisting of
the three maisonettes, with new or newer apartments in the local area that
would provide consistent rental income, opportunities for ministry, and require
substantially lower ongoing maintenance.

The funding for these objectives could be achieved through realising the property at
573 Glenferrie Road site, in the currently favourable market, as a multi-unit
development site. The Board has considered various options for achieving the best
outcome, including developing the site independently or through joint venture, or
releasing only a portion of the site and retaining a portion on which to construct a
manse. The Board found that releasing the property as a single piece of land would
clearly provide the best outcome. It is expected that this approach would also allow
for the following to be achieved:

3. The reimbursement to HPC’s general funds of the approximately $770,000
expended in recent years on property works.
4. The application of the remaining balance of the capital income to:
a. The establishment of a fund for future building maintenance and repairs.
b. A donation to the work of the Presbyterian Theological College and/or
church extension work within the PCV.
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The aim of this proposal is not to dispose of church property in the ordinary sense,
but rather to exchange one property for other properties that would more efficiently
suit the needs of the church—and at the same time place the church in a stronger
financial position to carry out its mission of spreading the Gospel.

If the congregation grants its approval, the Board is also required to seek approval
from Presbytery, the General Assembly and/or the Board of Investment and Finance
of the PCV. In the event that it did proceed and a suitable offer was obtained from a
purchaser for the property at 573 Glenferrie Road, the congregation will then need to
give its final approval prior to any offer being accepted.

The Board therefore requests approval from the congregation to proceed with this
proposal, as we believe it represents the best way to provide for the future needs of
Hawthorn Presbyterian Church.

The Board of Management
Hawthorn Presbyterian Church
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
1% Sederunt: Monday 5 October (pm)

At Melbourne, and within The Scots’ Church, Monday 5 October 2015 at 7.30pm.

1. Constitution

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met by appointment of the
last Assembly (BB 2014 min. 131).

The Moderator, Rt Rev David Brown, constituted the Assembly with prayer.

2. Roll

The Clerk laid on the table the certified rolls of presbyteries and the Roll of Assembly
compiled from them and moved that it be given interim authority and be submitted for
confirmation at the 2" sederunt.

The motion was seconded and approved.

3. Apologies
The Clerk noted the apologies as follows:
Ministers:
For all sederunts: Keith Allen, lvan Barker, Tony Bird, Robert Boan, Andrew Bray, Felix
Chung, Dallas Clarnette, Trevor Cox, Kyung Ee, Alan Every, Miles Fagan, Theo
Fishwick, Allan Harman, Neil Harvey, Phil Mercer, James Playfoot, Andrew Venn,
Graeme Weber.
For this sederunt: John Cromarty, Wally Gear, lan Hutton, Kevin Maxwell, Peter
Orchard, Rod Waterhouse.
Elders:
For all sederunts: Doug Butcher, Stephen Dyer, Tom Guilford, Karl Hood, Stan Roberts,
Peter Winstanley.
For this sederunt: John Angelico, Tom Fleming, Elizabeth Cutler.
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:

Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

4, Assembly Papers
The Clerk laid on the table Assembly Paper 3, and Assembly Paper C, together with the
agenda for the 2" sederunt.

5. Election of Moderator
The Clerk intimated that Rev Mark Everett Smith, minister of Scots Presbyterian Church
Drouin, had been elected as Moderator Designate of this General Assembly by the
Commission of Assembly in May 2015 (min. 8).
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Appoint Rev Mark Everett Smith, minister of Scots Presbyterian Church, Drouin, as
Moderator of the 2015 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.
The motion was seconded and approved.

131



The Moderator put the moderatorial questions to Mr Smith, inducted him into his office
with prayer, and, together with the ex-moderators, gave him the right hand of fellowship.

The Moderator signed the Assembly Bible, which has been signed by every Moderator
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria since its formation in
1859.

The Moderator addressed the Assembly.

6. Worship
The Moderator, Rt Rev Mark Smith, conducted public worship, and preached the
occasional sermon, ‘Standing Firm in the Faith’, based on Ephesians 6:10-20.

7. Adjournment

The Assembly adjourned to meet at 9.30am on Tuesday 6 October 2015 in The Scots’
Church Melbourne and thereafter in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall,
156 Collins Street Melbourne, which, having been duly intimated, the Moderator closed
the sederunt with the benediction.

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
2"Y Sederunt: Tuesday 6 October (am)

At Melbourne, and within The Scots’ Church, and afterwards in the Werner Brodbeck
Hall within the Assembly Hall, Tuesday 6 October 2015 at 9.30am.

8. Communion Service and Constitution

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator, Rt Rev Mark Smith, constituted the Assembly with prayer,
led the Assembly in worship and conducted the Lord’s Supper. The Assembly Expositor,
Rev Neil Chambers, led the Assembly in the first of his Assembly expositions, ‘Christian
Reality’, based on 1 Peter 1:1-9.

9. Roll

Following amendment, the Clerk laid on the table the certified rolls of presbyteries and
the Roll of Assembly compiled from them, and moved that it be declared to be the Roll
of the Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

10. Apologies
The Clerk noted the apologies as follows:
Ministers:
For this sederunt: Wally Gear, lan Hutton, Andrew Slater, Wally Zurrer.
Elders:
For this sederunt: John Angelico, Edward de Zilwa, Tom Fleming, Merv York.
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

11. Associations
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:

1. Associate for all sederunts:

a. Rev David Currie, minister of the Church of Scotland and assistant minister
at The Scots’ Church Melbourne.

b. Rev Kevin Murray, member of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia in New South Wales.

c. Elder Bill MacRae, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in Western Australia.

2. Associate Rev Bruce Meller, member of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia in New South Wales, for the first, second,
fourth and fifth sederunts only.

The motion was seconded and approved.

12. Business Committee

The report of the Business Committee was laid on the table and received.

The Convener, Rev Dr Jared Hood, moved the deliverance as a whole, including the
additional clause 12.
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It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.
Clauses 1-3 were approved.
Clause 4 was moved and seconded.
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Amend clause 4 by:
1. deleting the words ‘with the singing of the Royal Anthem’ and ‘with the singing
of Rejoice! 613 God of Eternity, vv. 1-2, 5-6’;
2. replacing the word ‘the’ before ‘loyal addresses’ with ‘any’;
3. adding the words ‘by a vote in the regular way’ at the end;
so that the clause shall read:
‘Carry the Royal Address and any Loyal Addresses by a vote in the regular way.
The amendment was approved.
Clause 4 as amended was approved.
Clauses 5-12 were approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:

That the Assembly:
1. Determine that the hours of meeting be:

First Sederunt Monday 5 October, 7:30pm
Second Sederunt Tuesday 6 October, 9:30am to 5:30pm
Third Sederunt Tuesday 6 October, 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Fourth Sederunt Wednesday 7 October, 9:30am to 5:30pm
Fifth Sederunt Wednesday 7 October, 7:00pm to 9:00pm
Sixth Sederunt Thursday 8 October, 9:30am to the finish of business

2. Determine that lunch be taken daily from 12:30pm to 2:00pm, that refreshments
be taken daily from 3:30pm to 3:50pm, and that a dinner break be taken on
Thursday from 5:30pm to 6:30pm, as necessary.

3. Determine the time for speakers to be as follows:

20 minutes in total for:
Conveners and seconders moving deliverances as a whole
Petitioners—stating the petition
Appellants—stating the appeal
Respondents to appeals
Question time

15 minutes in total for:
Overturists—stating the overture

5 minutes for:
Appellants in reply
Movers of substantive motions and amendments
All other speakers.

Carry the Royal Address and any Loyal Addresses by a vote in the regular way.

Appoint a Ballot Committee for the Assembly consisting of:

Ministers: Philip Daffy (Convener), Stuart Withers, Matthew James
Elders: Bert Stasse, Doug Fraser

6. Permit Committee Conveners and Chairpersons who are not members of the
Assembly to address the Assembly when their respective Committee’s report
and deliverance is before the Assembly.

7. Permit the General Manager to be present in the Assembly (including when
meeting in private) and to answer questions during any question time that
relates to his areas of management.

ok
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8. Permit the Law Agent to remain in the Assembly during all sederunts, including
when meeting in private, so that he may give legal advice as required.

9. Encourage Assembly members to attend the remaining Assembly prayer
meetings on Wednesday and Thursday mornings at 8:30am in the Robert White
Meeting Room.

10. Approve generally the outline of business as given in the report.

11. Approve the Order of Business for the second sederunt, Tuesday, 6 October,
2015.

12. Suspend sufficient of standing orders when the report and deliverance of the
Theological Education Committee is before the Assembly, to allow the convener
and seconder to speak to both the deliverance as a whole and individual
clauses of the deliverance, for a total time of 30 minutes.

The motion was seconded and approved.

13. Minutes of the Previous Sederunt
The Clerk laid on the table the minutes of the 1% Sederunt.

14.  Minutes of the May 2015 Commission of Assembly

The Clerk laid on the table the minutes of the Commission of Assembly, held 5 May
2015, and moved that they be received.

The motion was seconded and approved.

15. New Members
New members of the Assembly were introduced to the Moderator.
The Moderator welcomed the new members and led the Assembly in prayer for them.

16. Minister’'s and Elders’ Jubilees
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:

1. Note with appreciation, and place on record, the faithful service of Mr Walter
Lawrence as an elder within the parish of Woori Yallock, serving the church for
50 years since ordination, and noting his death and promotion to glory one
month prior to this day.

2.  Note with appreciation, and place on record, the faithful service of Mr David
Hayward as an elder within St John’s Presbyterian Church, Warrnambool,
serving the parish actively as Session Clerk and representing the Session at
General Assembly for 31 consecutive years.

3. Note with appreciation, and place on record, the faithful service of Rev H Arthur
Stamp as an ordained minister of the church for 60 years.

4. Note with appreciation, and place on record, the faithful service of Rev Ivan
Henry Barker as an ordained minister of the church for 50 years.

The motion was seconded and approved.

17.  Ministerial Deaths
The Clerk reported that Rev Martin Hanse and Rev Robert Paul Betts had died since the
last meeting of Assembly.
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Note the passing of Rev Martin Hanse and Rev Robert Paul Betts, and place on
record the following as tributes:
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Martin Hanse (1923-2014)

Martin was born in 1923 in the Dutch province of Zeeland and brought up on
a farm. As a teenager Martin desired to become a minister of the church — a
desire that had to remain undeveloped due to the oppressive and difficult
conditions of war-torn Europe. Much later, circumstances opened up and in
1960, at the age of 36, he migrated to Australia, where he worked as a
gardener at Ormond College, while studying hard in order to matriculate.
From the gardens of Ormond College to the rich theological climate of
Reformed Theological College, Geelong — where Martin was to study for
gospel ministry over the next 4 years.

What an interesting story, considering this was the turbulent theological era
of the late 1960s here in Victoria, an era that only a few of us can now
remember. By God'’s providence, this man with reformed Dutch theological
convictions, four years study under RTC, was accepted by the pre-union
faculty of Ormond College to become a Presbyterian minister. Reflecting
years later on this providence, Martin told me that he thinks it was because
he had so faithfully cared for Dr Davis McCaughey’'s Ormond College
garden years before that the faculty accepted him.

Martin served the Presbyterian Church of Victoria faithfully and tirelessly. He
served as a Home Missionary at Greensborough, and a minister at
Framlingham, Warrnambool, Williamstown, the Mallee patrol, Epping/Lalor,
North Geelong and then finally at Kirkbrae in Kilsyth — retiring in 2002 at the
age of 79.

Martin Hanse was a thoroughly reformed theologian and a kind, gentle and
very personable pastor. He always had a kindly smile and genuine interest
in people. He took an interest in this Clerk of Assembly when a candidate at
College and then as a young minister. He dedicated his life to serving God.
He was faithful in his duty. The words of Matthew 25 come to mind, where
the Lord Jesus promises this sort of welcome for faithful servants: ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in few things, | will
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s
happiness.’

Robert Paul Betts (1937-2015)
Robert Betts was born in the Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, England, in 1937,
and spent the first 13 years of his life in Portsmouth.

When Robert’s father, who was in the Royal Navy during WW2, was killed in
an accident 3 years after the war ended, his mother made the hard decision
to migrate to Australia with her 3 boys, arrived in 1950 and settled in
Frankston.

Three years later at age 15, Robert continued his family’s long military
tradition by joining the Royal Australian Air Force as an apprentice. He was
stationed at Wagga Wagga. It was while he was at Point Cook in 1963 that
he met Leonie, the love of his life. Robert was the patient, Leonie the dental
nurse.
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A life-changing event occurred only two months after their arrival in Western
Australia, when, at an organised Tent Mission, both Robert and Leonie
became Christians.

They returned to Melbourne in 1968, and left the Air Force after completing
his 15 years’ service. They attended a Wycliffe Bible Translators missionary
meeting, a meeting that sowed the seed that ultimately led them to the
decision to attend Bible College for three years, with the view to pastoral
ministry upon completion.

Robert spent the first six years of his ministry in the western suburbs of
Sydney, which at the time was where the start of the drug scene in Australia
was happening. Returning to Melbourne at the end of 1979, Robert then
ministered with the Presbyterian Church in a number of country parishes
before moving to suburban Melbourne to continue his ministry.

Robert Betts served the Presbyterian Church of Victoria well and in so many

different capacities. In cricketing terms — an all-rounder:

* as a pastor of several churches, finishing at Canterbury

e as a chaplain in the army reserve

* as a missionary, with 7 years’ sterling translation work in Kenya and
Uganda

* as alecturer at the PTC, helping students with the intricacies of Hebrew

* as a moderator of this General Assembly

* and also as a genuine friend and father figure to many of us.

We’ll miss Robert’s cheery smile, pleasant nature, politeness and courtesy,
his infectious love of cricket and we’ll even miss his jokes. Robert Betts was
a man of learning and culture, and man of generous spirit and brotherly
kindness. But, above all, he was a minister of the Gospel and he loved
Christ with all his mind and heart and soul and strength. He made the most
of every opportunity he had as a minister of the Gospel, until the ravages of
illness took his strength and forced him to step down. If he could, he'd be
urging us all to redeem the time and work while it is still the day.

Rev Robert Betts, died—full of faith—aged 78 years.

The motion was seconded and approved.
The Moderator led the Assembly in prayer.

18. Royal and Loyal addresses
The Clerk moved the Royal and Loyal addresses, as follows:
That the Assembly:
1. Send the following address through the Governor of Victoria to her Majesty,
Queen Elizabeth 2:

To the Queen’s most excellent majesty. May it please your majesty: We, the
members of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
now convened in Melbourne on 6 October 2015, respectfully renew our
expression of loyalty to your majesty’s person and to the throne.

We are mindful of the responsibilities laid upon you by the duties of your
majesty’s high office as Queen of Australia. Therefore we, in our General
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Assembly, in our local congregations and in our private devotions, pray that
the Sovereign Triune God will by his Holy Spirit grant your majesty every
grace needful for discharging the duties of your office.

We congratulate you this year for serving longer than any previous English
monarch. The prayer of the Royal Anthem is being answered: ‘Long to reign
overus ...’

We give thanks to God that you have not shrunk back from Christian
witness, especially during your Christmas broadcasts. We humbly ask that
you join with us in praying for the work of the Christian gospel in this land -
that we will be able to ‘live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness.’ (1 Timothy 2:2).

We, the ministers and elders of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
representing the congregations of our people, pledge ourselves to continue
to work under your leadership for the common good in Australia and for the
glory of God, through Christ Jesus our Lord.

Signed: (Moderator)

2. Send greetings to the Victorian Premier, Hon Daniel Andrews, to the Legislative
Assembly and Legislative Council, with assurances of the regular prayers of the
members of this General Assembly, and also of the people of our
congregations, for our parliamentary representatives in the exercise of their
responsibilities.

The motion was seconded and approved.

19. Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Western Australia, Elder Bill
MacRae

The Moderator welcomed Elder Bill MacRae to the Assembly and invited him to speak.

Mr MacRae addressed the Assembly.

The Moderator thanked Mr MacRae for his address.

Moderator’s Chaplain, Rev Clinton Le Page, led in prayer for the PCWA.

20. Communication 4 — from Rev Bruce Meller, Clerk of the General Assembly
of Australia, re: appointment of Rev John Wilson as Moderator-Elect for the
Assembly in 2016 and the subsequent triennium.

Communication 4 was laid on the table and received.

The Moderator congratulated Rev John Wilson on his election, and assured him of the

support of the church in Victoria.

Moderator’'s Chaplain, Gary Stephens, led in prayer for Mr Wilson.

21. Rev Bruce Meller, Clerk of the General Assembly of Australia

The Moderator welcomed Rev Bruce Meller to the Assembly and invited him to speak.
Mr Meller addressed the Assembly.

The Moderator thanked Mr Meller for his address.

22. Past Moderator
The report of the Past Moderator, Rev David Brown, was laid on the table and received.
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23. Board of Investment and Finance

The report of the Board and Investment and Finance was laid on the table and received.

Past Moderator Rev David Brown took the chair.

In the absence of the Chairman (Elder lain Bramley) Rt Rev Mark Smith moved the

deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1-2 were approved.

Clause 3 was moved and seconded.

Rev Graham Nicholson moved:

That the Assembly:
Amend Clause 3 by deleting all words and substituting in their place the words:
‘Refer the proposed privacy policy to presbyteries for consideration and comment
back to the BIF for a further report to the 2016 Commission of Assembly.’

The amendment was seconded and disapproved.

Clause 3 was approved.

Clauses 4-8 were approved.

The deliverance as a whole was moved:
That the Assembly:
1. Approve the following honoraria:
Deputy Clerk $2,740
Business Convener $850
2.  Give thanks to God for the faithful service of Mr Edward de Zilwa to the Board of
Investment and Finance and Trusts Corporation including his time as Chairman
from December 2012 until his retirement this October.
3. Approve and adopt the Privacy Policy as follows:

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA (‘the church’)
PRIVACY POLICY

1. Introduction

The Presbyterian Church of Victoria is an unincorporated association. The
church collects data from users of church services, and from persons and
businesses that provide services to the church and its organisations.

The data collected by the church includes information which can identify you
as a person such as your name, your address and other details about you.
This information is referred to in Australian Government legislation as
‘personally identifiable information’.

The church may also collect sensitive information about or related to you
from time to time. Sensitive information includes information which may not
personally identify you but is related to a person’s:

health;

financial status;

racial or ethnic origin;

political opinions;

membership of a political association;

religious beliefs or affiliations;

philosophical beliefs;

membership of a professional or trade association;
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e membership of a trade union;

e sexual preferences or practices; or

e criminal record.

The collection and management of personally identifiable and sensitive
information is regulated in Australia and in other countries.

The church will take every reasonable measure to protect your information.
The church’s approach to your privacy conforms to the National Privacy
Principles extracted from the Privacy Act 1988, which provides guidance
about the collection of personal information, how it should be used and
disclosed and its storage and security.

The church is committed to protecting your privacy and any personally

identifiable and sensitive data you supply to us. This Privacy Policy sets out:

e how and why we collect data including personally identifiable and
sensitive data;

e what we do with data we collect;

¢ how we manage collected data; and

e with whom we share that data.

If you have any questions about this policy please contact us as set out at

the end of this document.

2. Scope of this Privacy Policy

As required by government registration or accreditation obligations, certain
organisations and activities operated by the church, such as church affiliated
schools and aged care facilities, have separate privacy policies in place.

This Privacy Policy for the church will apply to the collection of data by the
church where no other church privacy policy applies.

3. Collection and use of personal information

The church will use collected data including personally identifiable and
sensitive information in furtherance of the mission and activities of the
church. The church will include some of the information it collects in the
church’s permanent archival records.

The church will review information not included in the church archival
records, and delete information no longer required for church activities.

The church will use data it collects to promote all of the spiritual, pastoral,
social, educational, administrative, legal, and historical functions of the
church and for the business requirements of the church.

These church purposes include but are not limited to administration and
communication throughout the church, analysing the role of the church in
society, recording the histories of church members, adherents, and persons
in regular contact with the church, and maintaining records in the public
interest, including baptism rolls, wedding registers and other related
purposes.
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Data collected by the church will only be shared with third parties where
such parties have agreed in writing to abide by this policy and to only use
such information disclosed for the purposes for which access has been
given. In general, information provided to third parties should not be able to
identify you as an individual, such information can only be disclosed with
your express written consent.

Anyone seeking access to any sensitive information will need to be
authorised by the Privacy Officer and Assembly Clerk to ensure there is a
specific need for such information and provision of such data does not
breach any legislative or confidentiality requirements.

Whenever we share information with third parties, the church will take all
reasonable efforts to make sure that these third parties keep such
information in the same manner as it is kept by the church, and consistent
with the principles as set out in the Privacy Act 1988.

Please note that the church does work with third parties to provide our
services. The majority of the service providers used by the church are based
in Australia and are therefore subject to the Australian laws. However the
church may from time to time work with service providers such as charities
and other church related bodies who are located outside of Australia.

Confidential Pastoral duties

If a minister, other church staff or another body of the church intends to

record personal and sensitive information arising from deputations or

counselling sessions, any person whose data will be collected should be

informed of this and advised that:

a) the records will be kept pursuant to the church’s privacy policy;

b) the purposes for which the collected information will be used; and

C) information collected will not be disclosed to any third party and
securely destroyed when the purpose for collection is no longer
relevant or it is no longer appropriate to maintain the record(s). For
example, the minister has moved parishes or retired.

4. Security and disclosure of information:

The church will take all reasonable steps to keep personal, sensitive, and all

other confidential or restricted information secure, and to prevent its unlawful

use and/or inappropriate disclosure.

The church will, as far as practicable, develop and implement practices and

procedures in respect to church archival records. These policies will

address:

a) Requiring researchers seeking access to archival records to
acknowledge prior to access being granted to the archival records,
that:

i)  the archival records made available to them are subject to this
privacy policy and all applicable legislation; and

i) the researcher is solely responsible for obtaining any further
consent required if the information is to be used outside of the
purposes for which it was collected; and
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iii) the researcher will be responsible for any breach of this privacy
policy and/or relevant legislation caused by the use of
information made available by the church; and

iv) the researcher will be required to indemnify the church and the
General Assembly, and/or its agencies in respect of liability for
such breach.

b) Require all applicants/researchers seeking access to personal and
sensitive information from registers of baptism and/or marriage prior
to the provision of such information to:

i)  produce evidence that he/she is a subject of the record
concerned, or holds the consent of the subject(s) of the record to
obtain the information; or

i)  establish that the subject(s) of the record are deceased, or can
reasonably be presumed to be deceased.

Where the subject of data collected by the church seeks access to his or her

personal information or sensitive information collected, it is the policy of the

church to grant access, subject to the production of appropriate
identification. Such identification must meet the 100-point identification test

as used by banks and government organisations (see Attachment A).

5. Archival records:

It is the current policy of the church that in order to assure the preservation
of data collected by the church that this church will transfer church registers,
minute books, correspondence, photographs and other images, and all other
records containing personal and sensitive information to the archives of the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

The exception to this policy is data collected under Confidential Pastoral
Duties above.

6. Complaints procedure, designation of Privacy Officer and
contact information:

Enquiries concerning this privacy policy, and any complaints concerning

failure of the church to comply with this policy, or relevant legislation should

be addressed in the first instance to the Church’s designated Privacy Officer,

who can be contacted on 0499 090 449 or by email

safechurch@pcvic.org.au.

If any complaint is not readily resolved to the satisfaction of the complainant,
the matter will be referred to the Assembly Clerk, who can be contacted on
03 9650 9311 or by email admin@pcvic.org.au.

The complaint resolution process will include but is not limited to:

a) the matter being handled in a proficient and confidential manner at
executive level; and/or

b) referred to the courts of the church under the provisions of the Code of
the church; and/or

c) independent arbitration initiated depending on the most suitable action
necessary in an attempt to best resolve the matter.
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4.

Approve and adopt the privacy guidelines as follows:

Guidelines related to the
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of VICTORIA (‘the church’)
PRIVACY POLICY
and for other associated organisations within the church

Scope

The church and any person or organization affiliated with the church are
bound by privacy and data protection legislation in Australia. As a result,
anyone who deals with the collection, management and transfer of
personally identifiable data on behalf of the church will need to understand
and comply with the terms of the church’s privacy policy. These guidelines
are specifically for the privacy policy applicable to the church. However,
there may be other church privacy policies in use for various church
activities, (e.g. schools and aged care facilities). If there are questions or
concerns as to the terms of this policy, or which church policy might apply to
your situation, please contact the Privacy Officer whose details are at the
end of this document.

Personally identifiable information includes information which can identify
you as a person - such as your name, your address and other specific
details about you. This information is referred to as ‘personally identifiable
information’ and the collection and use of personally identifiable information
IS regulated in Australia and in other countries by specific legislation.

Sensitive information is similarly regulated by legislation and the church’'s
privacy policy. Sensitive information includes information about a person’s:
health;

financial status;

racial or ethnic origin;

political opinions;

membership of a political association;

religious beliefs or affiliations;

philosophical beliefs;

membership of a professional or trade association;

membership of a trade union;

sexual preferences or practices; or

criminal record.

The church’s privacy policy applies to both personal and sensitive
information collected by the church where no other privacy policy applies.

Adoption of the Church’s Privacy Policy

Sessions, boards of management, presbyteries, and members of other
church committees should familiarise themselves with the privacy policy and
minute their adoption of it.

General Rule

Personal information must only be used or disclosed for the purposes
allowed in the privacy policy.
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If there is reason to believe that collected information may be used for
purposes not included in this privacy policy, further permission may be
required from the person whose information has been collected.

Personally identifiable information and sensitive information are both defined
in the privacy policy. All personally identifiable information and sensitive
information collected by the church should be held securely and used only
as allowed by the policy.

Types of Personally Identifiable and sensitive information collected

include:

e Lists and records identifying individuals (including congregation
members, adherents, attendees of church activities, committee members
and elders, baptismal and wedding registers).

e Directories or newsletters identifying individuals and their contact or other
personal details.

e Sensitive information collected during pastoral duties.

e Oral information provided at public meetings (e.g. church service)
identifying an individual.

e Other information collected as part of the operations of the church’s
usual activities.

In respect of these common circumstances a consistent and thoughtful
approach should be applied to let persons whose data we are collecting
know how and why we collect their information and how we use it.

Notice to use when information is collected
Whenever practical, as personally identifiable and sensitive information is
collected for the church a reference to the privacy policy should be made.

As an example, a paragraph included on any form used to collect
information could read:

‘Personal and sensitive information collected by the church will be
used in conformity with our privacy policy (which can be found at
www.pcvic.org.au or mailed to you on request). If you do not want
your information to be used by us, please do not provide it to us.’

Notice to include when information is published
The following statement should be included in church directories,
newsletters or notice sheets distributed which identify individuals:

‘The information in this document has been collected and published
in conformity with the privacy policy of the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria (which can be found at www.pcvic.org.au or mailed to you
on request). If you would like to update any information in this
document please contact us at (provide contact address and email)’

Confidential Pastoral duties
If a minister, other church staff or another body of the church intends to
record personal and sensitive information arising from deputations or
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counselling sessions, any person whose data will be collected should be

informed of this and advised that:

a) the records will be kept pursuant to the church’s privacy policy;

b) the purposes for which the collected information will be used; and

c) information collected will not be disclosed to any third party and securely
destroyed when the purpose for collection is no longer relevant or it is no
longer appropriate to maintain the record(s). For example, the minister
has moved parishes or retired.

An example of such advice is:

‘Any personal and sensitive information collected will be kept
confidential and used only as allowed by the privacy policy of the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria for purposes relating to the (insert
reason for collecting information). If you do not consent to my retention
and use of your information for this purpose, please tell me. A copy of
the church’s privacy policy can be found at www.pcvic.org.au or mailed
to you on request.’

Conclusion

All church staff and volunteers should be regularly reminded that both
personal information and sensitive information such as health, financial
status, and marital status is regulated by law and by the church’s privacy
policy. Consent from persons disclosing the personal information and the
sensitive information should be gained before providing that information to
others.

ATTACHMENT A

Proof of Identity (100 point check)

When seeking access to your own personal information collected and held
by the church, you need to provide proof of your identity. Consistent with the
identity checks used by other organisations, The church will require the
following information prior to granting access.

Document Document 100 points must include ONE | Points
Type Primary Document, or at least ONE |value
Secondary Document which must contain a
photograph
Only one PRIMARY 70
form of e Birth Certificate/Birth Extract
identification | e Australian Passport (Current, or expired
accepted within the previous two years, but not
from this cancelled)
category e Australian Citizenship Certificate
¢ International Passport (Current, or expired
within the previous two years, but not
cancelled)
e Other document of identity having same
characteristics as a passport e.g.
diplomatic/refugee (photo or signature)
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Your initial SECONDARY 40 or 25

Secondary e Current licence or permit (Government
Documents Issued)

will score 40 [ e Working With Children/Teachers
points, any Registration Card

additional e ASIC/MSIC Card

documents e Public Employee Photo ID Card

will be (Government Issued)

awarded 25 | 4 pepartment of Veterans' Affairs Card

points each |, centrelink Pensioner Concession Card or
Health Care Card

e Current Tertiary Education Institution Photo
ID

e Reference from a doctor (must have known
the applicant for a period of at least 12
months)

e Foreign/international driver’s licence

Proof of age card (Government Issued)

Medicare Card/Private Health Care Card

Council Rates Notice

Property Lease/Rental Agreement

Property Insurance Papers

Tax Declaration

Superannuation Statement

Seniors Card

Electoral Roll Registration

Motor Vehicle Registration or Insurance

Documents

e Professional or Trade Association Card

If you wish to | e Utility Bills (e.g. Telephone, Gas, Electricity, | 25

use more Water)

than one of e Credit/Debit Card

these e Bank Statement/Passbook
documents

they must be
from different
organisations

Appoint Mrs Fiona Bligh as the Privacy Officer of the General Assembly (and
discharge Mr Michael Ellison from that role), with responsibility for:

a.
b.
C.

d.

administration of the PCV Privacy Policy and Guidelines;

handling of privacy complaints and enquiries;

training PCV personnel in aspects of the Privacy Act that apply to their day-
to-day activities;

dissemination of the PCV Privacy Policy and Guidelines through online and
paper-based communications with PCV congregations and organisations.

Approve an increase in the working hours of Mrs Fiona Bligh from 45 hours per
fortnight to 48 hours per fortnight effective immediately.

Approve an increase of $1,000 to the training budget of the Safe Church Unit to
allow for professional development and training in relation to privacy matters.
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8. Thank Mrs Fiona Bligh for her assistance in formulating a plan to address
privacy matters relevant to the Assembly.
The motion was seconded and approved.

24.  Trusts Corporation
The report of the Trusts Corporation was laid on the table and received.
The Chairman, Elder lain Bramley, moved the deliverance.
That the Assembly:
1. Direct that:

a. the Kilmore Presbyterian Church Endowment Fund (a/c 9085.70), and A
Mackay Bequest (a/c 9087.70) be applied for the benefit of the Broadford
congregation on the same terms as the original trusts.

b. the general funds of the former Warrnambool North congregation ($25,579)
be made available to the Presbytery of Kilnoorat for its general purposes or
any other charitable purpose determined by Presbytery.

The Moderator was asked to rule on a matter of privilege.

The Moderator ruled that there had been a breach of privilege and allowed questions.
The Moderator was asked to rule on a point of order relating to questions about the
current court case with The Scots’ Church Properties Trust.

The Moderator, on the advice of the Law Agent, ruled that questions on this matter were
not permitted, and that the only information that could be made available was that
supplied to the Assembly in the Trusts Corporation’s supplementary report.

The motion to approve the deliverance was seconded and approved.

The Moderator resumed the chair.

25.  Church Planting Committee

The report of the Church Planting Committee was laid on the table and received.

Church Planter, Rev Richard Wilson, addressed the Assembly.

The Acting Convener, Rev Cameron Garrett, moved the deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clause 1 was approved.

Clause 2 was moved.

Rev Graham Nicholson sought leave to amend clause 2.

Leave was granted.

Rev Graham Nicholson moved:

That the Assembly:
Amend clause 2 by deleting the word ‘etc’, and replacing it with ‘in accordance with
Matthew 28:18-20'.

The amendment was seconded and approved.

Clause 2 as amended was approved.

The business was adjourned to take up the fixed order of the day. (min. 27)

26. Ad hoc Committee on Development of Preshyterian Christian Schooling in
Victoria

The report of the Ad Hoc Committee on Development of Presbyterian Christian

Schooling in Victoria was laid on the table and received.

The Moderator welcomed the Convener, Mr James Bligh, to the Assembly and invited

him to speak.

Mr Bligh addressed the Assembly.

The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
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Encourage the Ad Hoc Committee on Development of Presbyterian Christian
Schooling in Victoria to bring revised regulations for a standing committee to the
2016 General Assembly for consideration.

The motion was seconded and approved.

27.  Church Planting Committee (min. 25)

The business was resumed.

The Clerk sought leave to move that the Assembly amend clause 3.
Leave was not granted.

It was agreed to adjourn the debate. (min. 34)

28. Belgrave Heights Christian School
The report of Belgrave Heights Christian School was laid on the table and received.

29. St Andrews Christian College
The report of St Andrews Christian College was laid on the table and received.

30. Very Rev Bob Thomas, re: Ad Hoc Committee re: Sites Reserve

Very Rev Bob Thomas moved:

That the Assembly:
Instruct the Clerk to circularise in an Assembly Paper, at least one sederunt prior to
the reception of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee re: Sites Reserve, the
communication from the Code Committee to the Sites Reserve Committee dated 31
July 2015 entitled ‘Sites Reserve Fund — Endowment Fund Proposal’.

The motion was seconded and approved.

31. Commission for Church Institutions

The report of the Commission for Church Institutions was laid on the table and received.
The Clerk moved the deliverance:

That the Assembly:

Appoint the Moderator (chairman), Assembly Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Business

Convener, Law Agent, Rev Douglas Robertson, lvan Barker, Andrew Bray, John

Cho, Trevor Cox, Phil Daffy, Graham Nicholson, Chris Siriweera, Graeme Weber,

Luke Isham and Elder Dr Robert Baldock, with five members to form a quorum as

the Commission for Church Institutions, a commission to exercise the powers of the

General Assembly:

1. with respect of or conferred by constitutional documents of Scotch College and
Presbyterian Ladies' College, and instruct the commission that in making
appointments to Group A and Group C of the Council of these schools it should
appoint persons committed to upholding the trusts on which those schools are
held;

2. with respect to the constitutions of any other school or institution in connection
with the Presbyterian Church of Victoria as may be necessary or expedient from
time to time and in particular powers of appointment or removal of officers and
directors.

The motion was seconded and approved.

32. Archive Committee

The Clerk’s report was laid on the table and received.
The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
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1. Thank the PCV Archivist, Mrs Christine Palmer, together with her volunteers, for
the way they apply themselves with professional expertise, faithfulness and
cheerfulness to the job of supervising the PCV Archive on our behalf.

2. Receive the two PCV Archive booklets:

a. A Guide to Writing Parish History;
b. Portrait Biographies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

33.  Variation of the Orders of the Day
It was agreed to vary the order of business to resume debate on the Church Planting
Committee’s deliverance.

34.  Church Planting Committee (min. 27)

Debate was resumed.

The Clerk sought leave to move that the Assembly amend clause 3.
Leave was granted.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:

Amend Clause 3 by deleting all words and substituting in their place the following:

‘Reappoint Rev Richard Wilson for a period of seven years as of 1 January 2016

under the approved BIF form of contract’.

The amendment was seconded and approved.

Clause 3 as amended was approved.

The Moderator led in prayer for Mr Wilson and the work of church planting in Victoria.

(2) Rev Michael Jensen moved an additional clause 4, with the existing clause to be
renumbered ‘5’

That the Assembly:

4. Give thanks to God for the ministry of Rev Wilson as Church Planter Evangelist
and ask the church to continue in prayer for Rev Wilson and the Church
Planting Committee.

The motion was seconded and approved.
The debate was adjourned. (min. 87)

35. Adjournment
The Assembly adjourned to meet at 7.00pm on Tuesday 6 October 2015, which, having
been duly intimated, the Moderator closed the sederunt with the benediction.

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
3"Y Sederunt: Tuesday 6 October (pm)

At Melbourne, and in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall, Tuesday 6
October 2015 at 7.00pm.

36. Constitution

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator led the Assembly in worship and constituted the Assembly
with prayer.

37. Apologies
The Deputy Clerk noted the apologies as follows:
Ministers:
For this sederunt: John Cromarty, Wally Gear, Marvin Hagans, lan Hutton, Wally Zurrer.
Elders:
For this sederunt: Peter Anderson, John Angelico, Alex Christian, Elizabeth Cutler,
Edward de Zilwa, Peter Prendergast, Merv York.
The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

38. Business Committee

The Business Convener, Rev Dr Jared Hood, laid on the table a proposed agenda and
moved that it be approved.

The motion was seconded and approved.

39. Minutes of the Previous Sederunt
The Deputy Clerk laid on the table the minutes of the 2" Sederunt.

40. Adjournment
The Assembly adjourned to meet at 9.30am on Wednesday 7 October 2015, which,
having been duly intimated, the Moderator closed the sederunt with the benediction.

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips

150



PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
4™ Sederunt: Wednesday 7 October (am)

At Melbourne, and in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall, Wednesday 7
October 2015 at 9.30am.

41. Constitution:
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator, Rt Rev Mark Smith, constituted the Assembly with prayer.

42. Assembly Expositor
The Assembly Expositor, Rev Neil Chambers, led the Assembly in the second of his
Assembly expositions, ‘Standing Firm in a Time of Trial’, based on 1 Peter 3:13-17.

43. Apologies
The Deputy Clerk noted the following apologies:
For this sederunt:
Ministers: Chris Duke, Wally Gear, Marvin Hagans, lan Hutton, Rod Waterhouse, Wally
Zurrer.
Elders: Peter Anderson, Edward de Zilwa, Doug Fraser, George McConaghie, Peter
Prendergast, Merv York.
The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies:
The motion was seconded and approved.

44. Business Committee

The Business Convener, Rev Dr Jared Hood, laid on the table a proposed agenda and
moved that it be approved.

The motion was seconded and approved.

45.  Minutes of Previous Sederunt
The Deputy Clerk laid on the table minutes of the 3 sederunt.

46. The Bible Society in Australia (Victoria)

The report of the Bible Society Representative, Rev Keith Allen, was laid on the table
and received.

In the absence of Rev Keith Allen, the Clerk moved the deliverance:

That the Assembly:

1. Affirm its recognition of the important work done by Bible Society Australia in
making the scriptures available and read in every language and among every
people in the world and express to Bible Society Australia our prayerful support
in its continuing task.

2. Encourage individuals and representatives of congregations where appropriate
to make their own contact with Bible Society Australia for purposes of support
and information through its website (www.biblesociety.org.au).

3. Thank Rev Keith D Allen for his sterling and faithful service to the Presbyterian
Church of Victoria in cheerfully volunteering to be the Assembly representative
for the Bible Society for 19 continuous years.
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The motion was seconded and approved.

47.

Code Committee Communication to Ad Hoc Committee re: Sites Reserve

The communication was laid on the table and received.

48.

Ad Hoc Committee re: Sites Reserve

The report of the Ad Hoc Committee re: Sites Reserve was laid on the table and
received.

The Convener, Rev David Palmer, moved the deliverance.

The business was adjourned to take up the fixed order of the day. (min. 86)

49.

Australian Presbyterian World Mission (Vic) Committee

The report of the APWM (Vic) Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev Phil Simmonds, moved the deliverance.
It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.
Clauses 1-12 and clauses 14-15 were approved.
Clause 13 was moved in the following amended form:
That the Assembly:
13. Pray for our new Moderator and his wife who will visit and encourage one or

more of our mission teams in their ministry locations during the moderatorial
year.

The motion was seconded and approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Assembly:

1.

2.

3.

Praise God for our missionary team, and commend to God and the wider
church those who serve the Lord Jesus as part of that team.

Request the Moderator to give the greetings of the Assembly to all our serving
missionaries.

Praise God for his blessing upon Coins for Mission and the extra support it
provides for our missionaries to his glory, with much territory still to be
conquered.

Praise God for strengthened relationships with PTS India and the partner
churches of South Sudan, Malawi, Zambia, Vanuatu and Japan.

Remind the church that partner churches will greatly benefit from regular
financial gifts that will fund the continuing need of maintenance and/or
renovation and for equipping church leaders (i.e. pastors’ seminars). Where
possible, these funds should be directed via APWM National Office.

Encourage ministers, sessions and mission committees to seriously consider a
short-term mission trip as a method of increasing interest and involvement in
world mission.

Encourage all congregations to extend financial and prayerful support for our
missionaries who minister to the Aboriginal community, especially Rev Rick and
Kaylene Manton and Mr Dennis and Mrs Glenys Tranter, and also to Mr
Surendra and Mrs May’an Wesley (c/o PIM).

Encourage all churches to regularly pray for our APWM missionaries serving in
Australia and overseas, and pray the Lord of the harvest to stir us to raise up,
set aside, fully support and send out more labourers into his harvest fields all
over the world, especially to the countless millions who have still not heard the
Gospel.

Praise God for the work of the PWMU State Council and branches in the
support of missions.
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10. Praise God for the ministry of the APWM National Office in Sydney, and
encourage the wider church to extend financial and prayerful support for the
ministries of the APWM National Director and our partner churches and
missionaries within Australia and overseas.

11. Commend the regular APWM publications to the wider church.

12. Give praise to God for the ministry of the Youth Partners and Trades Partners
short-term mission trips and commend these to the Victorian church.

13. Pray for our new Moderator and his wife who will visit and encourage one or
more of our mission teams in their ministry locations during the moderatorial
year.

14. Praise God for Barbara Brown’s 40 years of faithful missionary service through
Navigators.

15. Encourage PCV congregations to prayerfully review their giving to the wider
work of cross cultural mission, both locally and overseas.

The motion was seconded and approved.

The Convener introduced Rev Kevin Murray, National Director APWM, to the Assembly.
Mr Murray addressed the Assembly.

Rev Dean Carroll introduced the following missionaries to the Moderator:

Mrs Joy Arundell

Rev John and Mrs Lynette Ellis

Mr Daryl Jackson

Mr John and Mrs Sue Steendam

The Moderator welcomed the missionaries to the Assembly and led in prayer.

50. Variation of the Orders of the Day
It was agreed to vary the order business to take up the report of the Social Services
Committee.

51. Social Services Committee

The report of the Social Services Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Elder Robert Lowe, moved the deliverance:

That the Assembly:

1. Thank God for Rev Wally Gear, Rev Andrew Bray and Mrs Janine Moyter,
Pastoral Carer, for their pastoral care work with the residents of Kirkbrae and
Tannoch Brae.

2. Pray for the Social Services Committee as they oversee the development of
Kirkbrae.

3. Give thanks to God for the faithful service of the executive team and staff at
Kirkbrae.

4. Praise God for the generosity of the St Andrew’s Foundation in financially
supporting the pastoral care program at Kirkbrae.

The motion was seconded and approved.

52. Communication 8 — from PresAID, re: its work and future projects
Communication 8 was laid on the table and received.
Very Rev Bob Thomas moved:
That the Assembly:
1. Give thanks to God for the generosity of his people in their support of PresAID
Christmas and Easter Appeals since 2005.
2. Commend the PresAID 2015 Christmas Appeal to all congregations of the PCV
for their whole-hearted support.
The motion was seconded and approved.
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53. Presbyterian Ladies College

The report of Presbyterian Ladies College was laid on the table and received.

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Elaine Collin, Principal of PLC, her husband, Richard,
and the Chairman of PLC Council, Mr Russell Walley, to the Assembly, and invited Mrs
Collin to speak.

Mrs Collin addressed the Assembly.

The Moderator thanked Mrs Collin for her address.

54. Home Mission Workers Association

The report of the HMWA was laid on the table and received.

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Carolyn Wentworth and Miss Barbara Firth to the
Assembly.

Mrs Wentworth addressed the Assembly.

The Moderator thanked Mrs Wentworth and Miss Firth for their attendance, expressing
appreciation for the work of the HMWA.

55. Church and Nation Committee

The report of the Church and Nation Committee was laid on the table and received.

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Fleur Letcher, Church and Nation Committee
Researcher, to the Assembly.

Mrs Letcher addressed the Assembly.

The Moderator thanked Mrs Letcher for her address and for her valued contribution to
the work of the Committee and the wider church.

The Convener, Rev Darren Middleton, moved the deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1-6 were approved.

Debate was adjourned to take up the fixed order of the day. (min. 59)

56. Defence Force Chaplaincy Committee

The report of the Defence Force Chaplaincy Committee was laid on the table and
received.

The Convener, Rev Martin de Pyle, spoke of the work of Defence Force Chaplaincy and
moved the deliverance:

That the Assembly:

1. Encourage congregations to pray for the safety and welfare of all who serve in
our armed forces.

2. Urge congregations to keep praying for military chaplains in their unique
ministry for the gospel to ADF personnel in Australia and overseas.

3. Convey thanks to Rev Allan Harman for the faithful leadership he provides to
the Religious Advisory Committee to the Services.

4. Thank Rev Bruce Riding for the many years of faithful service to the Defence
Force, both as a RAAF Chaplain and as a member of the Defence Force
Chaplaincy Committee.

5. Pray for Rev Joshua Bouzanquet as he undertakes his in-service pastoral
training at the Eltham Presbyterian Church.

6. Encourage ministers to consider and apply for ministry as Defence Force
chaplains, both full-time and as reservists.

The motion was seconded and approved.

57. Communication 5 — Presbyterian Inland Mission, re: the work of the PIM
Communication 5 was laid on the table and received.
Rev Martin de Pyle moved:
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That the Assembly:
Congratulate Mr Andrew Letcher on his appointment as CEO of the Presbyterian
Inland Mission.

The motion was seconded and approved.

The Moderator welcomed Mr Letcher to the Assembly.

Mr Letcher addressed the Assembly on the work of PIM.

The Moderator thanked Mr Letcher for his address and assured him of the partnership of

the PCV in the gospel with the PIM.

58.  Christian Education and Nurture Committee

The report of the Christian Education and Nurture Committee was laid on the table and
received.

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Mairi Girgis, Women’s Ministries Victoria, and Mr Nic
Bilyj, Convener of the PYV, to the Assembly.

Mrs Girgis spoke on the work of Women’s Ministries Victoria.

Mr Bilyj spoke on the work of the PYV.

The Convener of the committee, Rev Matthew James, moved the deliverance:

That the Assembly:
1. Give thanks to God for the harmonious working relationships evident within the
committee.
2. Thank Mrs Sonja Otto for her work as the PYV Administration Officer over the
last year.
3. Give thanks to God for the work of the PYV council and its convener, Mr Nic
Bilyj.

4. Give thanks to God for the work of our Youth Ministries Director, Rev Brian

Harvey, and pray for him as he provides direction for youth ministries in the
PCV - so that we will provide opportunity and assistance to youth to commit
their life to Jesus as their Saviour, and to ‘grow in grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ’ (2 Peter 3:18).

The motion was seconded and approved.

The Moderator spoke briefly in support of the CENC, PYV and Women’s Ministries

Victoria and led in prayer.

59. Church and Nation Committee (min. 55)
Debate was resumed.
Debate was adjourned to take up the fixed order of the day. (min. 85)

60. Safe Church — PCV

The Moderator welcomed Mrs Fiona Bligh, Safe Church — PCV Training and
Compliance Officer, to the Assembly.

The Clerk addressed the Assembly on the first year of operation of Safe Church — PCV.
The report of Safe Church — PCV was laid on the table and received.

Debate was adjourned. (min. 90)

61. Adjournment
The Assembly adjourned to meet at 7.00pm on Wednesday 7 October 2015, which,
having been duly intimated, the Moderator closed the sederunt with the benediction.

Clerks:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
5" Sederunt: Wednesday 7 October (pm)

At Melbourne, and in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall, Wednesday 7
October 2015 at 7.00pm.

62. Constitution:

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator constituted the Assembly with the reading of scripture and
prayer.

63. Apologies
The Clerk noted the following apologies for this sederunt:
Ministers: Philip Chang, John Cromarty, Wally Gear, Rod Waterhouse, Wally Zurrer.
Elders: Peter Anderson, Elizabeth Cutler, George McConaghie, Peter Prendergast,
Merv York.
The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

64. Business Committee

The Business Convener laid on the table a proposed agenda and moved that it be
approved.

The motion was seconded and approved.

65. Minutes of the Previous Sederunt
The Deputy Clerk laid on the table minutes of the 4™ sederunt.

66. Safe Church — PCV Presentation

The Clerk introduced the Safe Church — PCV Training and Compliance Officer, Mrs
Fiona Bligh, to the Assembly. Mrs Bligh introduced to the Assembly Mr Patrick
Tidmarsh, a Criminologist with SANO Taskforce, Victoria Police, and Detective Senior
Sergeant Michael Phyland, Family Violence Command, Victoria Police.

Mr Tidmarsh addressed the Assembly on understanding offenders and how churches
are vulnerable to being used by offenders to access victims and answered questions.

Mr Phyland addressed the Assembly on reporting requirements regarding child abuse
and the new ‘Failure to Protect’ and ‘Failure to Disclose’ laws and answered questions.
The Moderator thanked Mr Tidmarsh and Det Snr Sgt Phyland.

67. Adjournment
The Assembly adjourned to meet at 9.30am on Thursday 8 October 2015, which, having
been duly intimated, the Moderator closed the sederunt with the benediction.

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA
6™ Sederunt: Thursday 8 October (am)

At Melbourne, and in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall, Thursday 8
October 2015 at 9.30am.

68. Constitution
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria met pursuant to
adjournment. The Moderator, Rt Rev Mark Smith, constituted the Assembly with prayer.

69. Assembly Expositor
The Assembly Expositor, Rev Neil Chambers, led the Assembly in the third of his
Assembly Expositions, ‘Leadership in a Time of Trial’ from 1 Peter 5:1-11.

The Moderator thanked Rev Neil Chambers for his expositions.

70. Thanks to Assembly Expositor

The Deputy Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Express its sincere thanks to its Assembly Expositor, Rev Neil Chambers, for his
faithful, timely and thoroughly practical expositions from 1 Peter, with his uplifting
emphasis upon focusing on our Lord Jesus Christ in our trials, loving him and his
people, following his example, trusting his promises, exalting him in our lives and
persevering in the strength he supplies.

The motion was seconded and approved.

71. Apologies
The Deputy Clerk noted the following apologies for this sederunt:
Ministers: John Cromarty, Marvin Hagans, David Palmer, Hugh Price, Wally Zurrer.
Elders: Peter Anderson, Edward de Zilwa, Keith Ferris, John Largeway, George
McConaghie, Endre Papajcsik, Peter Prendergast.
The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the apologies.
The motion was seconded and approved.

72. Business Committee

The Business Convener, Rev Dr Jared Hood, laid on the table a proposed agenda and
moved that it be approved.

The motion was seconded and approved.

73.  Minutes of the Previous Sederunt
The Deputy Clerk laid on the table minutes of the 5" sederunt.

74.  ACCESS Ministries

The report of ACCESS Ministries was laid on the table and received.
Rev David Brown moved:

That the Assembly:
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Write to Ms Dawn Penney, expressing our sincere apologies that she was not able to
address the Assembly at the appointed time, acknowledging that the fault was ours.
The motion was seconded and approved.

75. Theological Education Committee

The report of the Theological Education Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev Neil Benfell, moved the deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clause 1 was moved and seconded.

The Moderator invited Dr Tony and Mrs Carole Bird to come forward.

Principal Rev Peter Hastie spoke in support of the motion, and presented Mrs Bird with
a gift from the Assembly.

Many members of the Assembly also spoke in support of the motion, expressing
appreciation of Dr Bird’s labours.

The Moderator spoke and led in prayer.

The motion was approved with a standing ovation.

Clauses 2-4 were approved.

Clauses 5 and 6 were moved and seconded.

It was agreed to sit in private.

It was agreed to resume sitting in open court.

It was agreed to adjourn the business to take up the fixed order of the day. (min. 78)

76.  Scotch College

The report of Scotch College was laid on the table and received.

The Moderator welcomed Mr Tom Batty, Principal of Scotch College, to the Assembly
and invited him to speak.

Mr Batty addressed the Assembly.

The Moderator thanked Mr Batty for his address and for his leadership of the College.

77. Adjournment

Rev David Brown moved:

That the Assembly:
Adjourn the business this evening at the usual time of 9.00pm and resume on
Tuesday 13 October at 9.30am.

The motion was seconded and disapproved.

Rev Peter Owen moved:

That the Assembly:
Adjourn the business this evening at the usual time of 9.00pm and resume on Friday
9 October at 9.30am.

The motion was seconded and approved.

78. Theological Education Committee (min. 75)

The business was resumed on Clauses 5 and 6.

It was agreed to sit in private.

Clauses 5 and 6 were approved.

The vote was unanimous.

Clauses 7 and 8 were approved.

It was agreed to resume sitting in open court.

It was agreed to adjourn the business to take up the fixed order of the day. (min. 81)

79. Preshyterian Women’s Missionary Union (PWMU)
The report of the PWMU was laid on the table and received.
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The Moderator welcomed Mrs Esther Vayne, President of the PWMU, and the other
ladies of the PWMU to the Assembly.

The Moderator invited Mrs Vayne to address the Assembly.

Mrs Vayne addressed the Assembly on the work of the PWMU.

The Moderator thanked Mrs Vayne for her address and led in prayer.

80. Evangelical Action
Rev David Schulz commended the publication ‘Evangelical Action’ to the members of
the Assembly.

81. Theological Education Committee (min. 78)
The business was resumed.

Clause 9 was approved.

It was agreed to sit in private.

It was agreed to resume sitting in open court.

It was agreed to adjourn the business. (min. 84)

82. Conciliation Committee
The report of the Conciliation Committee was laid on the table and received.

83. Appeal 1 — Bruce Thomson and Roger Barnett, re: closure of St Georges,
Geelong

The parties were called to the Bar.

In the absence of the appellants it was agreed to adjourn the business.

The presbytery was removed from the Bar. (min. 103)

84. Theological Education Committee (min. 81)
It was agreed to sit in private.

The business was resumed.

Clauses 10-12 were approved.

The vote was unanimous.

The deliverance as a whole was moved:
That the Assembly:

1. Place on record its deep appreciation for the devoted ministry of Rev Dr Tony
Bird who has lectured faithfully in New Testament at the College for 23 years,
and assure him of our prayers for God’s mercy in his illness and blessing in his
and Carole’s retirement.

2. Express its sincere appreciation to Rev Kevin Maxwell for many years’ service
as secretary and more recently as acting-convener of the TEC.

3. Express its appreciation to Rev David Palmer for his efforts as convener of the
TEC, and for initiating the strategic review.

4. Express its appreciation for the service of Rev Dr Felix Chung since 2008.

5. Appoint Rev Dr Felix Chung (Dip Soc Work, MME, MTh, PhD), to the position of
full-time Lecturer in Missiology, Evangelism, Cross-Cultural and Research
Methods at the Presbyterian Theological College, Victoria for a term of seven
years.

6. Declare the Lecturer in Missiology, Evangelism, Cross-Cultural and Research
Methods remuneration package to be:

a. 1.05 times the minister’'s remuneration package as defined in the annual
MMC deliverance to the Assembly;
b. manse provided or benefit as set by the Theological Education Committee;
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10.

11.

12.

telephone rent plus all calls;

superannuation at the ministerial rate;

e. six months’ paid study leave during each fourth and seventh year of
appointment;

f. removal costs paid by the Theological Education Committee within Australia
but a negotiated figure if from overseas;

g. annual leave equivalent to ministerial annual leave as defined in the annual
MMC deliverance to the Assembly, currently five weeks;

h. Workcover;

i. payment of manse energy bills up to $3,000 per annum as a non-cash
benefit;

j. any other provision the Assembly may determine.

Commend the current fund-raising appeal for the college to the ministers,

sessions and congregations of the Victorian church for their full support.

Encourage the TEC to bring to the 2016 Commission of Assembly definite plans

for the development and financing of the college library extension.

Encourage the TEC to bring to the Assembly proposals for the streamlining the

administrative structures and procedures of the college.

Appoint Dr Trevor Burke (BSc, BD, MPhil, PhD (Glasgow)) to the position of

Lecturer in New Testament Studies at the Presbyterian Theological College for

a term of seven years, commencing in 2016, on a date to be negotiated and

agreed to by the committee.

Declare the Lecturer in New Testament Studies remuneration package to be:

a. 1.05 times the minimum remuneration set for ministers as agreed to by the

General Assembly from time to time;

manse provided or benefit as set by the Theological Education Committee;

telephone rent plus all calls;

superannuation at the ministerial rate;

six-months’ paid study leave during each fourth and each seventh year of

appointment;

negotiated removal costs paid by the Theological Education Committee from

the United Kingdom;

g. annual leave equivalent to ministerial annual leave as defined in the annual
MMC deliverance to the Assembly, currently five weeks;

h. Workcover;

i. payment of manse energy bills up to $3,000 per annum as a non cash
benefit;

j. any other provision the Assembly may determine.

a. Approve an increase of $26,500 in the TEC General Budget for staff
expenses.

b. Approve an increase of $14,000 in the budget for rental expenses paid from

the Fernside trust.

oo

cooo

—h

The motion was seconded and approved.
The Moderator led in prayer.
It was agreed to resume sitting in open court.

85.

Church and Nation Committee (min. 59)

Debate was resumed.
Clause 7 was approved.
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The deliverance as a whole was moved:
That the Assembly:

1.

Give thanks for the recent Religion in the Public Square Colloquium and
commend materials arising from Colloquium 2015 to the PCV (available from
register@yourcan.org).

Commend the plight of persecuted Christians to the church by requesting
frequent, specific prayer, both private and public.

Encourage congregations to seriously consider diaconal support of particular
communities or people groups in distress, whether domestic or abroad.
Encourage presbyteries, sessions, and congregations to continue actively
engaging with governments, and their communities, to uphold what is morally
good.

Write to the Honourable Tony Abbott, MP, thanking him for his leadership in
maintaining the Coalition policy on marriage, and assuring him of our ongoing
prayers for him, and all who serve in public office.

Write to the GAA in the following terms: If a plebiscite or referendum is held
concerning changes to the Marriage Act (1961), to encourage the GAA and its
Church and Nation Committee to do all it can to assert, maintain and defend the
biblical teaching on marriage for the common good.

Write to the GAA expressing that, in the event that the Marriage Act (1961) is
amended to include homosexual relationships, the PCV believes it would be
wise to consider withdrawing as a recognised religious denomination under the
Marriage Act (1961).

The motion was seconded and approved.

86.

Ad Hoc Committee re: Sites Reserve (min. 48)

The business was resumed.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

The Deputy Clerk sought leave to move an amendment to Clause 1.

Leave was granted.

(1) The Deputy Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Amend Clause 1 by the insertion after the word ‘regulations’ the words ‘as a
discussion paper’, so that it would read:

1.

Send down to presbyteries the proposed changes to BIF regulations as a

discussion paper, namely:

a. a change to sub-clause a) of clause 9;

b. replacement of clause 10 with a new clause 10 to be named Sites Reserve
Account; and

c. anew clause 11 to be named PCV Endowment Fund, with subsequent
renumbering of the following clauses.

The amendment was approved.
Clause 1 as amended was approved.
Clauses 2 and 3 were approved.

(2) The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Assembly:

1.

Send down to presbyteries the proposed changes to BIF regulations as a

discussion paper, namely:

a. achange to sub-clause a) of clause 9;

b. replacement of clause 10 with a new clause 10 to be named Sites Reserve
Account; and
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2.

3.

c. anew clause 11 to be named PCV Endowment Fund, with subsequent
renumbering of the following clauses.

Request presbyteries to send responses to the ad hoc committee by 30 April

2016.

Request the ad hoc committee to consider these responses and/or comments

and prepare an amended proposal for the 2016 General Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

87.

Church Planting Committee (min. 34)

Debate was resumed.

Clause 5 was moved and seconded.

The mover sought leave to fall from his motion.
Leave was not granted.

Clause 5 was disapproved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Assembly:

1.

Request all presbyteries to inform the Church Planting Committee of areas
where:

a. land may be required in the future;

b. the presbytery would like to see new Presbyterian works established.
Champion the view that Presbyterian congregations are partners in the gospel,
seeking to make disciples of all nations in accordance with Matthew 28:18-20.
Reappoint Rev Richard Wilson for a period of seven years as of 1 January 2016
under the approved BIF form of contract.

Give thanks to God for the ministry of Rev Wilson as Church planter evangelist
and ask the church to continue in prayer for Rev Wilson and the Church
Planting Committee.

The motion was seconded and approved.

88.

Ministry Development Committee

The report of the Ministry Development Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev lan Hutton, moved the deliverance:
That the Assembly:

1.

2.

3.

Praise God for those congregations which have become less dependent on
MDC funding because of growth.

Encourage healthy and well-resourced congregations as well as struggling
congregations to consider sister church relationships.

Encourage all presbyteries to use the Healthy Churches Checklist to monitor
and assess any churches within their jurisdiction that present signs of a lack of
‘Church Health’ and work with them to seek resolutions before the decline
becomes part of the church culture, and irreversible.

Encourage all aid-receiving parishes to re-assess their ministry paradigm,
engaging with the Ministry Tool Box and Embers to a Flame tools that are
offered through the MDC.

Encourage congregations to make use of the MDC seminar resources,
particularly vision and mission, discipleship, spiritual gifts and forgiveness.
Encourage ministers and sessions to prayerfully seek the Lord in the raising up
of future home missionaries and candidates for the ministry of word and
sacraments.

Encourage congregations to use opportunities to share their faith; to engage in
evangelism training by involving the Ministry Development Committee (or other
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

agency); and where appropriate apply for an evangelism grant from the Ministry
Development Committee for evangelistic activities or events.

Encourage presbyteries with vacancies to consider an Intentional Interim
Minister where such a ministry would be beneficial.

Encourage vacant churches and the presbyteries of jurisdiction to consider a
District Interim Moderator to provide consistent and efficient guidance in their
time of vacancy and to release interim moderators to focus on the congregation
that has called them.

Thank the Lord for the contribution of Elder Norm Sharp to the work of the
committee.

Give thanks to the Lord for the faithful ministry of the Ministry Development
Director, Rev Dr Robert Carner, and continue to pray for his health.

Thank Mr Ben Palmer for his secretarial and general assistance and support to
the Director and committee, as well as the PCV Office staff.

Grant permission to the MDC to bring a report of the Review of the MDC
Director’s Position to the May 2016 Commission of Assembly.

Praise God for the increases that have occurred in a number of presbyteries
especially in the areas of membership, attendance and Bible Study Groups.
Authorise the MDC to trial an electronic means of collecting the Statistical
Returns and to report the results of this trial to the 2016 Assembly.

Direct all presbyteries to collect and submit the Statistical Returns to the MDC
by the stated deadline of 30 April 2016.

The motion was seconded and approved.

89.

Health and Community Chaplaincy Committee

The report of the Health and Community Chaplaincy Committee was laid on the table
and received.

In the absence of the Convener (Rev Miles Fagan) Rev Clinton Le Page moved the
deliverance.

That the Assembly:

1.

oo

Pray for God’s continued help and blessing for all of our PCV funded chaplains
and pastoral care workers and praise him for their work and ministry during
2014-2015.

Pray for Mrs Gita Dickinson and Mrs Jacqui Spanos and their completion of
units in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) through the Harold Hughes Trust
Paediatric Scholarship program.

Praise God for the resumption of a dedicated PCV Chaplaincy to the Royal
Children’s Hospital and for God’s blessing on Mrs Suzanne Oakes in her 2 day
per week role there.

Praise God for the work of all our PCV voluntary visiting hospital and
Community Chaplains including prison visitors, AFES PCV University chaplains,
sports chaplains and CFA Chaplains.

Pray for the ongoing work of our PCV Police Chaplains.

Pray for the PCV’s engagement with the Victorian Government in the provision
and development of healthcare chaplaincy services through our membership of
the Council of Spiritual Health Victoria and for Mrs Kathy James in her
governance role as SHV Board Chair.

Pray for God’'s guidance for the HCCC in developing and extending
opportunities for the personal support of PCV Pastors and ministry families in
the future.
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8. Give thanks to God for the partnership and generosity of our PCV
congregations in participating with the HCCC this year in our annual Good
Friday Appeal.

9. Continue to pray for the growth and God’s blessing of the Pastor's Renewal
Retreat Group program, for all those who participate in it and the potential to
develop opportunities for the participation of PCV Ministry Wives in the PCV’s
retreat group program.

10. Thank God for the fine work and contribution of Mrs Anne Elliott in her role as
HCCC Camp Co-ordinator over the past 7 years and pray for Mrs Sandy Carroll
as she takes up the new role of Administrator and Camp Co-ordinator for the
HCCC in 2015.

11. Re-appoint Miss Elspeth Slater in her role as Pastoral Support Worker to PCV
Ministry Wives for a two year period, as from 1 July 2015.

The motion was seconded and approved.

90. Safe Church — PCV (min. 60)
The business was resumed.
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
1. Approve the change of titles for positions within Safe Church, namely:

a. Safe Church Training and Compliance Officer to Safe Church Facilitator,
with the job description altered accordingly to include the management of
Safe Church reports and procedures;

b. Safe Church Case Manager to Safe Church Supervisor, as is more
appropriate for the overall role of the Assembly Clerk.

2. Approve:

a. the appointment of another suitable person for up to three days per fortnight
as Safe Church Administrative Assistant with a job description that includes
assisting in training and recording of compliance issues, under the direct
supervision of the Safe Church Facilitator;

b. appropriate adjustments in the Safe Church annual levy and budget.

The motion was seconded and approved.

91. Maintenance of the Ministry Committee

The report of the Maintenance of the Ministry Committee was laid on the table and
received.

The Convener, Elder Dennis Wright, moved the deliverance.

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clause 1 was moved.

It was agreed to amend Clause 1 by replacing the word ‘direct’ in each case with the
word ‘encourage’.

Clause 1 as amended was approved.

Clauses 2-7 were approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved.
That the Assembly:

1. Encourage each minister, each congregation, and each presbytery to respond
positively to this committee’s written requests to confirm the total long service
leave due to be taken; and to encourage that presbyteries enforce MMC
Regulations by ensuring ministers take overdue long service leave.

2. Approve the following process for grant applications:

a. The APR is to be approved by the presbytery; AND
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b. If the APR is submitted to the Maintenance of the Ministry Committee within
the period 1 July to 30 September, a full year of monthly sustentation
payments may be made; OR

c. Forms submitted after 30 September may be approved with a monthly rate
not greater than the maximum sustentation grant amount ($10,404 for the
2015-16 year) divided by 12 and for the rest of the financial year.

3. Ask presbyteries to encourage timely auditing of parish finances and completion
of the Annual Parish Report as early as possible after the completion of their
financial period and no later than the due date (APR page 1), but noting the
requirements of clause 2 above.

4. Encourage each member of boards of management to take an active role in the
budget preparation and approval prior to presentation at their congregational
meetings for approval and to be mindful of the budget when considering income
and expenses throughout the financial year.

5. Further encourage presbyteries to establish standing committees with
appointed conveners to assess the finances of parishes on a consistent basis,
and to evaluate all applications for assistance and make recommendations to
their presbytery concerning the same.

6. Warmly thank all the PCV Office staff for their advice and time spent in the
administration of the work of the Maintenance of the Ministry Committee,
especially in the support and encouragement of the convener.

7. Warmly thank all members of the Maintenance of the Ministry Committee for
their diligence in attendance and contributions, especially the registrar, Elder
Reg Butcher, who carries a mighty work load on behalf of the committee.

The motion was seconded and approved.

92. General Mission Program Committee

The report of the General Mission Program Committee was laid on the table and

received.

The Convener, Rev Phil Court, moved the deliverance:

That the Assembly:
Commend those parishes and presbyteries which have fully subscribed their
allocations for the 2014/15 General Mission Program and particularly commend
those congregations which have subscribed more than the amount allocated to them
by their presbytery.

The motion was seconded and approved.

93. Petition 1 — Presbytery of Ballarat, re: funding for the Ararat congregation

The petitioners were brought to the bar.

The petition was taken as read and received.

The petitioners stated the petition.

Questions were asked.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide a
subsidy grant to the Ararat parish for the current 2015/16 financial year, as well as
the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial years (if grants are needed).

The motion was seconded and approved.
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Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the appellant of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:
1. Grant the prayer of the petition.
2. Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide
a subsidy grant to the Ararat parish for the current 2015/16 financial year, as
well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial years (if grants are
needed).
The Moderator removed the parties from the bar.

94. Petition 2 — Presbyteries of Geelong and Kilnoorat, re: adjustment of
Presbytery bounds to transfer Colac to the Presbytery of Kilnoorat
The petitioners were brought to the bar.
The petition was taken as read and received.
The petitioners stated the petition.
Questions were asked.
(1) The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(2) The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:

1. Determine that the eastern boundary between the presbyteries of Geelong and
Kilnoorat, as from 1 December 2015, is a direct northerly line from Skenes
Creek to Cressy.

2. Inform the Presbytery of Geelong and the Presbytery of Kilnoorat and the
Session of Colac of this change of boundary, and of the supervisory
implications of this for the parish of Colac.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(3) Rev David Brown moved:

That the Assembly:
Authorise the Assembly Clerk to make any changes necessary to the Moderator’'s
visitation schedule in order that the parish of Colac not be disadvantaged.

The motion was seconded and approved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:

1. Grant the prayer of the petition.

2. Determine that the eastern boundary between the presbyteries of Geelong and
Kilnoorat, as from 1 December 2015, is a direct northerly line from Skenes
Creek to Cressy.

3. Inform the Presbytery of Geelong and the Presbytery of Kilnoorat and the
Session of Colac of this change of boundary, and of the supervisory
implications of this for the parish of Colac.

4. Authorise the Assembly Clerk to make any changes necessary to the
Moderator’s visitation schedule in order that the parish of Colac not be
disadvantaged.

The Moderator removed the petitioners from the bar.
The sederunt was adjourned.

166



95. Resumption — Friday 9 October at 9.30am
The sederunt was resumed with the reading of scripture and a short message and
prayer by Moderator's Chaplain Rev Gary Stephens.

96. Petition 3 — Presbytery of Melbourne West, re: funding for the Sunshine
congregation cross cultural worker

The petitioners were brought to the bar.

The petition was taken as read and received.

The petitioners stated the petition.

Questions were asked.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide a
subsidy grant to the Sunshine parish for the cross-cultural worker, for the current
2015/16 financial year, as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial
years (if grants are needed).

The motion was seconded and approved.

(3) Rev Kevin Maxwell moved:

That the Assembly:
Instruct the session of the Sunshine Presbyterian Church to place Mr Charles Okwo
on a standard BIF approved employment contract.

The motion was seconded and approved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:
1. Grant the prayer of the petition.
2. Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide
a subsidy grant to the Sunshine parish for the cross-cultural worker, for the
current 2015/16 financial year, as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19
financial years (if grants are needed).
3. Instruct the session of the Sunshine Presbyterian Church to place Mr Charles
Okwo on a standard BIF approved employment contract.
The Moderator removed the petitioners from the bar.

97. Petition 4 — Presbytery of Melbourne North, re: funding for the Templestowe
congregation
The petitioners were brought to the bar.
The petition was taken as read and received.
The petitioners stated the petition.
Questions were asked.
(1) The Deputy Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.
The motion was seconded and approved.
(2) The Deputy Clerk moved:
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That the Assembly:
Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide a
subsidy grant to the Templestowe Home Mission Station for the current 2015/16
financial year, as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial years (if
grants are needed).

The motion was seconded and approved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:
1. Grant the prayer of the petition.
2. Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide
a subsidy grant to the Templestowe Home Mission Station for the current
2015/16 financial year, as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19
financial years (if grants are needed).
The Moderator removed the petitioners from the bar.

98. Petition 5 — Presbytery of Melbourne East, re: funding for the Canterbury

Japanese congregation

The petitioners were brought to the bar.

The petition was taken as read and received.

The petitioners stated the petition.

Questions were asked.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide a
subsidy grant to the Canterbury parish, for the Japanese worker, for the current
2015/16 financial year, as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial
years (if grants are needed).

The motion was seconded and approved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:
1. Grant the prayer of the petition.
2. Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide
a subsidy grant to the Canterbury parish, for the Japanese worker, for the
current 2015/16 financial year, as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19
financial years (if grants are needed).
The Moderator removed the petitioners from the bar.

99. Hearing of Late Petitions

(2)The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Proceed to hear Petitions 6 and 7, notwithstanding that less than 30 days’ notice was
given, as allowed for under rule 5:78.

The motion was seconded and approved.

168



(2)The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Proceed to hear Petition 8, notwithstanding that less than 30 days’ notice was given,
as allowed for under rule 5:78.

The motion was seconded and approved.

100. Petition 6 — Presbytery of Flinders, re: funding for the South East Samoan

congregation

The petitioners were brought to the bar.

The petition was taken as read and received.

The petitioners stated the petition.

Questions were asked.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide a
subsidy grant to the South East Samoan parish for the current 2015/16 financial
year, as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial years (if grants are
needed).

The motion was seconded and approved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:
1. Grant the prayer of the petition.
2. Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide
a subsidy grant to the South East Samoan parish for the current 2015/16
financial year, as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial years
(if grants are needed).
The Moderator removed the petitioners from the bar.

101. Petition 7 — Presbytery of Flinders, re: funding for the Cranbourne

congregation

The petitioners were brought to the bar.

The petition was taken as read and received.

The petitioners stated the petition.

Questions were asked.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide a
subsidy grant to the Cranbourne parish for the current 2015/16 financial year, as well
as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial years (if grants are needed).

The motion was seconded and approved.
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Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:
1. Grant the prayer of the petition.
2. Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide
a subsidy grant to the Cranbourne parish for the current 2015/16 financial year,
as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial years (if grants are
needed).
The Moderator removed the petitioners from the bar.

102. Petition 8 — Presbytery of Melbourne East, re: funding for the Korean

congregation

The petitioners were brought to the bar.

The petition was taken as read and received.

The petitioners stated the petition.

Questions were asked.

(1) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Grant the prayer of the petition.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide a
subsidy grant to the Korean Presbyterian Church of Melbourne for the current
2015/16 financial year, as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19 financial
years (if grants are needed).

The motion was seconded and approved.

Announcement of Final Decision
The Moderator advised the petitioners of the Assembly’s decision as follows:
That the Assembly had resolved to:
1. Grant the prayer of the petition.
2. Authorise the MDC, at its discretion and subject to its own guidelines, to provide
a subsidy grant to the Korean Presbyterian Church of Melbourne for the current
2015/16 financial year, as well as the 2016/17 and 2017/18 and 2018/19
financial years (if grants are needed).
The Moderator removed the petitioners from the bar.

103. Appeal 1- Bruce Thomson and Roger Barnett, re: closure of St Georges,
Geelong (min. 83)
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Invite the appellants to the Assembly (namely: Bruce Thompson and Roger Barnett,
Appeal 1) to appear for their interests at the May 2016 Commission of Assembly.
The motion was seconded and disapproved.

104. Overture 7 — Code and General Administration Committee, re: Code
Revision

The overture was laid on the table and received.

The overture was stated by the Clerks.

Questions were asked of the overturists.
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(1) The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the overture.
The motion was seconded.
It was agreed to adjourn the business. (min. 117)

105. Code and General Administration Committee
The Code and General Administration Committee’s report was laid on the table and
received.
The Convener, Rev John Wilson, moved the deliverance as a whole.
It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.
The Clerk sought leave to move that the Assembly amend Clause 1.
Leave was granted.
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Amend Clause 1 by the deletion of the words ‘and the Compliance Officer’.
The amendment was seconded and approved.
Rev Daniel Combridge sought leave to move that the Assembly amend Clause 1.
Leave was granted.
Rev Daniel Combridge moved:
That the Assembly:
Amend Clause 1 by inserting the word ‘not’ in regulation 2 after the word ‘shall’ so
that the regulation would read:
Membership
2. The committee shall consist of five persons appointed by the General
Assembly, one of whom must be the Safe Church Facilitator who
shall not be the convener.
The amendment was seconded and approved.
Clause 1 as amended was approved.
Clause 2 was approved.
Clauses 3-6 were approved.
Rev Cameron Garrett moved additional clauses 7 and 8:
That the Assembly:

7. Advise the PWMU of the new APWM regulations, making clear that all
nominations from the PWMU State Council must now be forwarded to the
Selection Committee for Assembly approval.

8. Direct the Code and General Administration Committee to write a
comprehensive list of all duties, functions, obligations, expectations and
positions which the Moderator and Immediate Past Moderator fulfil and report
them to the 2016 Commission of Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:
That the Assembly:
1. Enact the following regulations for the Safe Church Panel of Reference:
Safe Church Panel of Reference
Title

1. There shall be a committee of the General Assembly called the Safe
Church Panel of Reference, hereafter referred to as the committee.
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Membership

2. The committee shall consist of five persons appointed by the General
Assembly, one of whom must be the Safe Church Facilitator who
shall not be the convener.

Duties
3. The duties of the committee shall be:

a) to consult with the Safe Church Facilitator in reference to
particular complaints and related procedure whenever
required;

b) to assist in annually preparing the budget;

C) to advise the Assembly Clerk, when necessary, regarding his
oversight of the Safe Church Facilitator (the Safe Church
Facilitator to be exempt from this specific duty).

Approve the following alterations to the regulations of the Maintenance of the
Ministry Committee:
a. anew clause to regulation 25, namely:
‘Entitlement to long service leave commences after seven years of service.’
b. the replacement of the word ‘ten’ in regulation 32 of the MMC with the word
‘seven’.
c. replace the opening sentence of regulation 24 (e) with the following:
‘church workers, however titled, acting in a pastoral and/or teaching role and
engaged by the presbytery according to a BIF approved contract;’

Approve alterations to the regulations of APWM (Vic) Committee, as mentioned
in the report, so as the regulations shall now be, as follows:

Australian Presbyterian World Mission (Victoria) Committee

Title

1. There shall be a committee of the General Assembly entitled the
Australian Presbyterian World Mission (Victoria) Committee, known
as APWM Victoria, hereafter referred to as the committee.

Membership
2. The committee shall consist of 12 members, including a convener,
appointed by the General Assembly, from:
a) ten members nominated by the General Assembly; and
b) two members nominated by the PWMU State Council.

Function

3. The General Assembly of Australia is entrusted by the Deed of Union
(Article 4.1) with the task of ‘world mission’ and to fulfil this function
has appointed a Committee for Australian Presbyterian World Mission
(GAA ‘Code’, ch.10.1), known as APWM National. APWM Victoria
works in concert with APWM National to fulfil the task of ‘world
mission’ in Victoria.
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Duties
4. The committee is responsible for:

a) promoting the work of APWM National throughout Victoria by
encouraging Victorian congregations to an informed,
wholehearted and consistent commitment to the missionary
task of the church (Matthew 28:18-20) and seeking to involve
the church in praying for and supporting approved personnel
and projects through practical and financial means;

b) recruiting, interviewing and recommending to APWM National,
potential candidates for short and long-term missionary service
with approved partner churches or as APWM Associates, and
interviewing and approving potential candidates with partner
agencies, in accordance with the general lines of policy laid
down by APWM National;

C) encouraging and maintaining partner relationships with
approved overseas partner churches and partner agencies
and, where appropriate, seeking out new partnerships for
gospel work always in co-operation with and fully informing
APWM National;

d) assisting in providing pastoral care and support for all Victorian
Presbyterian missionaries while in the field and on home
assignment by widespread disclosure of their needs, and by
prayerfully and wisely dispersing funds available in keeping
with the policies of APWM National.

Meetings
5. The committee shall meet regularly to fulfil these duties, at least five
times a year.

Approve the deletion of sub-clause 4(c) from the Ministry Development
Committee Regulations.

Approve alteration to regulation 2 of the regulations of the Clerkship Committee
so that its convener shall be ‘the immediate past moderator’, so that the
regulation shall read as follows:

Membership

2. The committee shall consist of the immediate past moderator
(convener), the moderator, the Law Agent, the convener of the
Business Committee, the convener of the Maintenance of the Ministry
Committee, the chairman of the Board of Investment and Finance and
the past moderator before the immediate past moderator.

Appoint the Selection Committee, as follows:

Metro: Rev Hui Lim (Rt 18), Rev Dr Robert Carner (Rt 16), Rev Dean Carroll

(Rt 17), Elder Reg Butcher (Rt 16), Elder John Angelico (Rt 17).

Non-metro: Rev Cam Garrett (Convener) (Rt 16), Rev Neil Harvey (Rt 17).
Advise the PWMU of the new APWM regulations, making clear that all
nominations from the PWMU State Council must now be forwarded to the
Selection Committee for Assembly approval.

Direct the Code and General Administration Committee to write a
comprehensive list of all duties, functions, obligations, expectations and
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positions which the Moderator and Immediate Past Moderator fulfil and report
them to the 2016 Commission of Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

106. Variation of the Orders of the Day
It was agreed to vary the order of business to take up Overture 1.

107.

Overture 1 — Presbytery of Gippsland, re: settling of its bounds

Past Moderator Rev David Brown took the chair.

The overture was laid on the table and received.

The overture was stated by Rev Cameron Garrett.

Questions were asked of the overturist.

(1) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:

That the Assembly:
Sustain the overture.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) Rev Cameron Garrett moved:

That the Assembly:
Align the Presbytery of Gippsland’'s bounds with Local Government Area bounds so
that the presbytery contains the local government areas as follows: Bass Coast;
South Gippsland; Baw Baw; East Gippsland; Latrobe and Wellington.

The motion was seconded and approved.

The Moderator resumed the chair.

108.

Building and Property Committee

The report of the Building and Property Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev Peter Phillips, moved the deliverance:
That the Assembly:

1.

2.
3.

7.

Thank the Church Architect, Mr Les Oliver, for his valued service to the
committee and to the congregations of the church.

Thank Rev Andrew Venn for his contribution to the work of the committee.
Thank Elder Graham Nixon for his faithful service as a member of the
committee for many years.

Approve the deferment of the submission by the committee of an additional
section to the Assembly’s Minimum Manse Standards, ‘Maintenance and
Upgrading of Existing Manses’ to the 2016 General Assembly.

Approve the committee continuing to assist the Ministry Development
Committee with the assessment of manses in connection with exit and home
missionary appointments on the same basis as previously approved (min. 48.3
BB 2014).

Request the committee to report further to the 2016 General Assembly on its
experience in assisting the Ministry Development Committee with the
assessment of manses in connection with exit and home missionary
appointments, and seeking any changes to its regulations that it may consider
appropriate in the light of that experience.

Encourage the committee to pursue with the assistance of the Church Architect
the development of the proposed ‘Checklist survey for existing manses’.

The motion was seconded and approved.

109.

Exit Students Committee

The report of the Exit Students Committee was laid on the table and received.
Rev Cameron Garrett moved:
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That the Assembly:
Direct the Exit Students Committee to consult with the Theological Education
Committee and the Ministry Development Committee concerning the ability to exit
candidates to parishes in the coming years (2016—2020), given the large number of
candidates and the low number of vacant parishes that are able to financially sustain
a 3 year appointment, reporting the findings to the May 2016 Commission of
Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

110.

METRO Committee

The report of the METRO Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Elder Andrew May, moved the deliverance:
That the Assembly:

1.
2.

Pray for the ministry of METRO and youthMetro.
Pray for the trainees presently engaged and all those who will be training, God-
willing, in 2016 and beyond.

The motion was seconded and approved.

111.

Clerkship Committee

The report of the Clerkship Committee was laid on the table and received.

112.

Selection Committee

The report of the Selection Committee was laid on the table and received.
The Convener, Rev Cameron Garrett, moved the deliverance:

It was agreed to take the deliverance clause by clause.

Clauses 1-6 were approved.

Leave was granted to fall from clause 7.

Additional Clauses 8-10 were approved.

Clause 11 was approved.

Clause 12 was approved.

The deliverance as a whole as amended was moved:

That the Assembly:

1. Thank Almighty God for the operations of the Assembly’s committees, boards
and councils in the 2014/2015 Assembly year.

2. Thank all committee members who have served in the past year.

3. Thank all outgoing conveners for their work as conveners of their respective
committees.

4. Thank all those who have taken on the role of acting conveners while
committees have searched for a new convener.

5. Confirm the appointment of those members appointed by the Selection
Committee to fill casual vacancies on committees since the 2014 Assembly.

6. Remind all committees that the Selection Committee must be notified of
changes to committees, together with nominations for filling casual vacancies
(see rule 5:32).

7. Dissolve the Records Committee, and

a. rescind its regulations, and

b. request the Clerkship Committee to add these functions to the job
description of the Clerk of Assembly, for the Clerk to carry out with the
assistance of the clerks of presbytery.
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8. Rescind the regulations for the Church Records Management and Archives
Committee, noting that these duties are already carried out by the Assembly
Clerk.

9. Dissolve the General Mission Program Committee, and
a. rescind its regulations,

b. request the Code and General Administration Committee to include as many
of these regulations within the regulations of the Board of Investment and
Finance, for approval by the 2016 GAV, so as to enable the board to carry
out the functions previously carried out by the GMP Committee, and

c. request the BIF to take over immediately all the functions of the former GMP
Committee.

10. Appoint all those nominated to committees, boards and councils and other
bodies and positions as in the Selection Committee’s Supplementary Report,
replacing the vacancy on State News Committee with the name of Rev Luke
Isham and removing the name of Rev Chris Siriweera from the Theological
Education Committee.

11. Confirm the following exceptions:

a. The nine year rule (5:28)

I. Mr J Ballantyne — Church and Nation (additional 12 months)
ii. Miss B Firth — Social Services Committee (additional 12 months)
b. The seven year rule (5:27)
i. Mr R Lowe — Social Services Committee (additional 12 months)
ii. Rev Peter Phillips — Building and Property Committee (additional 12
months)
The motion was seconded and approved.

113. Variation of the Orders of the Day
It was agreed to vary the order of business to refer Overtures 2 and 4 to the May 2016
Commission of Assembly.

114. State News Committee
The report of the State News Committee was laid on the table and received.
In the absence of the Convener (Rev Neil Harvey), the Clerk moved the deliverance:
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
1. Commend and thank Mrs Chiara Bilyj for her editorship of fellow workers over
the past twelve months.
2. Acknowledge and thank Rev Philip Daffy for his contributions to the work of the
committee over the past nine years.
3. Encourage committees which publish occasional newsletters to explore the
possibility of integrating such newsletters with fellow workers.
The motion was seconded and approved.

115. Overture 3 — APWM (Vic), re: renaming of the Assembly’s General Mission
Program
The overture was laid on the table and received.
The overture was stated by Rev Dean Carroll and Rev Philip Burns.
Questions were asked of the overturists.
(1) Rev Dean Carroll moved:
That the Assembly:
Sustain the overture.
The motion was seconded and approved.
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(2) Rev Dean Carroll moved:

That the Assembly:
Change the name of the General Mission Program to the General Administration
Program.

The motion was seconded.

Elder Reg Butcher sought leave to move an amendment.

Leave was not granted.

The motion was seconded and disapproved.

116. Variation of the Orders of the Day
It was agreed to vary the order of business to resume debate on Overture 7.

117. Overture 7 — Code and General Administration Committee, re: Code
Revision (min. 104)

The Clerk moved:

(1) That the Assembly:
Sustain the overture.

The motion was seconded and approved.

(2) The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Send this version of the Code Revision, titled: ‘Code Revision Project — Oct 2015’
down to presbyteries under the Barrier Act, according to Rule 5:57(b), with replies to
be in the hands of the Clerk by 31 May 2016.

The motion was seconded.

(3) Elder Reg Butcher moved:

That the Assembly:
Amend the motion by replacing all occurrences of the name ‘Annual Charge Report’
with ‘Annual Congregation Report’ in this version of the Code Revision, titled: ‘Code
Revision — Oct 2015’, and then send it down to presbyteries under the Barrier Act,
according to Rule 5:57 (b), with replies to be in the hands of the Clerk by 31 May
2016.

The amendment was seconded and disapproved.

The motion was approved.

118. Closed Countries
Rev Len Pearce moved:
That the Assembly:

1. Remember with thankfulness before Almighty God the work and ministry of
those who answer his call by going to ‘closed’ and dangerous countries with the
gospel, and whose names and works cannot be publicised.

2. Request our ministers and church members to uphold them discreetly and
constantly in prayer before the throne of grace.

The motion was seconded and approved.

119. South Sudan

Rev Choul Yat moved:

That the Assembly:
Request that each member of our denomination urge their local and federal
members to seek that Australia bring more pressure to bear to stop the ongoing,
devastating war in South Sudan.

The motion was seconded and approved.

177



120. PIM Thanks

Rev Dean Carroll moved:

That the Assembly:
Thank Rev Stuart Bonnington and Rev Rob Duncanson for their longstanding and
dedicated service to the work of the Presbyterian Inland Mission.

The motion was seconded and approved.

121. Communication 1 — from Brian Bayston, re: thanks for retirement greetings
and gift
Communication 1 was laid on the table and received.

122. Communication 3 — from Clerk of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland,
re: GAA Code of Discipline
Communication 3 was laid on the table and received.

123. Communication 6 — from the Office of Multicultural Affairs, re: Multifaith
Advisory Group Representative

Communication 6 was laid on the table and received.

The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:

1. Call for volunteers for the position of Presbyterian representative on the
Victorian Government’s Multifaith Advisory Group (MAG) to make their desire
known to the Selection Committee.

2. Direct the Selection Committee, on behalf of the Assembly, to make the
appointment and notify the Department of Premier accordingly.

3. Direct the attention of the appointed Presbyterian representative to MAG to
Assembly resolutions GAV 2001, Min 47.6-8, and also GAV 2009, Min 27.6.

4. Direct the appointed Presbyterian representative to MAG to report annually to
the General Assembly through the Church and Nation Committee.

The motion was seconded and approved.

124. Communication 7 — from Clerk of the Presbyterian Church of Queensland,
re: Salutations
Communication 7 was laid on the table and received.

125. Letter of Condolence — Rev Keith Allen

The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Express its pastoral love for Rev Keith Allen at this time of the passing of his wife
Winifred and ask the Moderator to write a personal letter of condolence on behalf of
the Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

126. Thanks to Rev Dr Jared Hood, Business Convener

The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Thank Rev Dr Jared Hood for sterling and faithful service provided to the General
Assembly as its Business Convener for the past eight years.

The motion was seconded and approved.

127. Commendation — Rt Rev Mark and Mrs Smith
The Clerk moved:
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That the Assembly:
Express best wishes to its Moderator, Rt Rev Mark Smith, and his wife, Danielle, for
God’s blessing on them both for the coming year.

The motion was seconded and approved.

128. Commission to Confirm Minutes

The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Appoint the Moderator and the Clerks of Assembly a Special Commission to
scrutinise the minutes of this Assembly with the power to make any necessary
corrections and to confirm them, and that a copy thereof be sent to members of the
Assembly.

The motion was seconded and approved.

129. Appointment of Commission of Assembly
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:

1. Appoint a Commission of Assembly consisting of the all members of this
Assembly, with a quorum of sixteen (eight of whom must be ministers),
representing at least four presbyteries.

2. Empower this Commission to consider and determine every matter referred to it
by the Assembly, and instruct the Commission to be careful to follow all
instructions given to it by the Assembly. With the exception of urgent matters,
as permitted in clause three below, the Commission is not entitled to take up
any matter that has not been referred to it.

3. Empower this Commission to consider and determine all matters that have
emerged since the last meeting of the Assembly that are considered urgent and
in need of executive or judicial action. In taking up these emergent matters the
Commission is to consider the best interests of the church on every occasion.

4. Charge this Commission in all its decisions to proceed according to the rules
and constitution of this church. For all its decisions, this Commission is
accountable to and censurable by the next Assembly.

5. Charge this Commission that it must not enact, amend or repeal any rules or
regulations of the Assembly nor enter into the consideration of any overture or
motion proposing legislation.

6. Direct this Commission to submit its minutes duly confirmed, and relevant
papers, to the next Assembly through the Clerk.

7. Instruct this Commission to meet in the Werner Brodbeck Hall, within the
Assembly Hall, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Tuesday 3 May, 2016, at
10:30am, or at such other times and places as the Moderator of the Assembly
shall determine.

The motion was seconded and approved.

130. Appointment of Next Assembly

The Clerk moved:

That the Assembly:
Appoint the next General Assembly to convene within The Scots’ Church,
Melbourne, on Monday, 3 October, 2016, at 7:30pm for the opening sederunt, and
on Tuesday 4 October 2016, at 9.30am for a Communion Service, and thereafter for
business in the Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall.

The motion was seconded and approved.
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131. Ballot Committee Discharged
The Clerk moved:
That the Assembly:
Thank and discharge the Ballot Committee.
The motion was seconded and approved.

132. Dissolution

The business of the Assembly now being concluded, the Moderator intimated that the
next General Assembly would meet within The Scots’ Church, Melbourne, on Monday, 3
October, 2016, at 7:30pm for the opening sederunt, and on Tuesday 4 October 2016, at
9.30am for a Communion Service, and thereafter for business in the Werner Brodbeck
Hall within the Assembly Hall.

Moderator’s chaplain Rev Clinton Le Page led in prayer.

The Moderator dissolved the Assembly with prayer.
Certificate

| certify that the minutes of 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 October 2015, having been carefully
scrutinised, are hereby confirmed in terms of minute 128 thereof.

o) It

Rt Rev Mark Everett Smith
Moderator

CLERKS:
J P Wilson
P W Phillips
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Charges and Home

ROLL OF ASSEMBLY 2015

Ministers Elders

Mission Stations

Ararat

Ballarat North

Ballarat South

Ballarat West
Carisbrook-Castlemaine
Daylesford
Horsham-Marnoo
Kaniva-Nhill
Skipton-Lismore

Retired Minister

Benalla

Broadford

Numurkah

Seymour-Nagambie-Yea

Shepparton-Stanhope-
Kyabram

Tatura

Wangaratta-
Yarrawonga-M’ford

Wodonga

Retired Minister

PRESBYTERY OF BALLARAT

Rod Waterhouse Jeff Hardy
Robert Taylor

Steven North Gordon Barry

lan Hutton Norm Sharp

Hugh Price

Mark Crabb

Luke Isham Bruce Meyer

Stewart McKerrow

Keith Allen

PRESBYTERY OF BENALLA
Ken Martin Stan Roberts
James Playfoot

Bill Sangster
Kyung Ee Phil Betts
Kevin Maxwell James Finster

Malcolm Browning
Alan Horsburgh

Neil Harvey Parity: Ralph Kop
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Charges and Home

Ministers

Mission Stations

Aspendale
Brighton

Cardinia-Koo-Wee-Rup

Cheltenham

Clarinda

Clayton

Cranbourne
Dandenong
Dromana-Mornington
Frankston

Mordialloc
Somerville
Sorrento-Rye
Associate
South East Samoan

Retired Ministers

Colac

Geelong North
Geelong St Georges
Geelong West Scots
Moorabool

The Leigh

Retired Ministers

Elders

PRESBYTERY OF FLINDERS

David Brown

Michael Jensen
Peter Roberts

Michael Wishart
Bill Medley
Jared Keath
Michael Wharton
Ken Brown

John Brennan
Hui Lim

Kainano Opetaia

Peter Barclay
Dallas Clarnette
Steven Giles
David Palmer
Frank Savage
Graeme Weber
Wally Zurrer

Kevin Savage
Elizabeth Cutler (Mrs)

Roger Symons
Andrew Forrester
Alex Christian

Rex McCarron
Barbara Firth

Robert Vines

Parity: Edward de Zilwa

PRESBYTERY OF GEELONG

Marvin Hagans
Darren Middleton

Robert White
Willem Vandenberg
Andrew Bray

John Cromarty

Graham Hamill
Allan Harman
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Bert Stasse
Peter Anderson
Luke McSeveny
Peter Winstanley
Jim Venters

Parity: Daniel Combridge



Charges and Home

Ministers

Mission Stations

Bairnsdale

Drouin
Assistant

Leongatha

Moe-Yarram

Morwell

Sale

Warragul

Retired Ministers

Camperdown-Terang

Hamilton

Heywood-Portland

Koroit-Port Fairy

Noorat

Warrnambool
Associate

Retired Minister

PRESBYTERY OF GIPPSLAND

Gary Stephens

Mark Smith
Heath Easton

Gary Wentworth
Stephen Deroon
Cameron Garrett

Christopher Dean

Robert Boan
Peter Swinn

PRESBYTERY OF KILNOORAT

Peter Phillips
David Schulz

lan Johnstone

lan Leach

Ben Johnson

Toby Mcintosh

Neil Benfell
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Elders

Bruce Downes
Karl Hood
Merv York

Maitland Vertigan
John Lagerwey
Alan Caldwell
Tom Guilford

Tom Fleming
Marcus Little

David Selman
Robert Prout

Parity: Craig Coates



Charges and Home

Ministers

Mission Stations

Belgrave Heights
Blackburn
Croydon Hills
Donvale
Assistant
Heathmont
Kilsyth-Kirkbrae
Mt Evelyn
Warburton
Woori Yallock

Retired Ministers

Theological College
Lecturer

Ministry Development

Director

Youth Ministries Director

PRESBYTERY OF MAROONDAH

Mark Tonkin

Matthew James

Gerald Vanderwert

Clinton Le Page
Dean Carroll
Wally Gear

Chuol Yat
Tony Archer

Ivan Barker
Peter Locke
Peter Orchard
Andrew Slater
Arthur Stamp
Cor Vanderhorn
Andrew Venn
Tony Bird

Jared Hood

Robert Carner

Brian Harvey

Defence Force Chaplain Barry Porter
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Elders

Keith Ferres

Paul Veith

Peter Prendergast
Douglas Fraser
Julian Dunn

Stewart Miller

Parity: Endre Papajcsik



Charges and Home

Ministers

Mission Stations

Arabic

Ashburton

Auburn

Burwood Community

Camberwell

Canterbury

Caulfield-Elwood

Deaf

Gardenvale East

Hawthorn

Korean

Malvern

St Kilda/Balaclava

South Yarra

Surrey Hills
Assistant

Retired Ministers

Chaplains
Scotch College
PLC

Theological College
Lecturer

Elders

PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE EAST

Barry Oakes
Trevor Cox
John Elnatan
Philip Mercer
Grant Lawry
Phillip Chang
Tony Salisbury

Graham Nicholson
Stephen Kim
Philip Daffy

Bob Thomas

John Stasse

Chris Siriweera
John Huynh

Graham Bradbeer
Douglas Milne
Alan Every

David Assender
Charles Green

Felix Chung
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John Angelico

Paul Wong
Philip Barton
Kevin Childs
Fred Lake

John Singleton
Soo Hong Kwon

Paul Lee
Ben Nelson
Keith Watson

Parity: Jim Hare
Ben Palmer



Charges and Home Ministers Elders

Mission Stations

PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE NORTH

Alice Springs/PIM Keith Bell

Bundoora Neil Chambers Andrew May
Eltham Don Elliott Robert Herweynen
Epping Nello Barbieri Bruce Miller
Heidelberg Tom Cunneen
Hume Luke Brownley

Kangaroo Ground

Reservoir Andrew Vines Reg Butcher
Samoan Simalu Cowley Nanai Manogi Nanai
Templestowe

Valley Richard Wilson

Whittlesea-Mernda Botros Botrosdief

Clerk of Assembly John Wilson

Defence Force Chaplains Martin de Pyle
Joshua Bouzanquet

Theological College

Principal Peter Hastie
PRESBYTERY OF MELBOURNE WEST

Brimbank Adam Humphries Paul Ridgewell
Clifton Hill/lEssendon Christopher Duke Victor Drobis
Darebin Aaron Boyd Christopher Berry
Darwin/PIM Robert Duncanson
Gisborne Matthew Tegart George McConaghie
Melbourne Scots Douglas Robertson Neil Gilmour

Assistant Richard O'Brien

Flemington Philip Court

Indonesian Christian Tirtha
Melton Stephen Jones Dennis Wright
Point Cook Peter Owen Peter Stanton
Sunshine John Cho Gilbert Bell
Williamstown Bruce Riding Jennifer Homewood (Mrs)
Wyndham Peter Greiner Harry Carpenter

Retired Ministers

Social Services
Convener

Philip Simmonds
John Ellis
Len Pearce
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Charges and Home Ministers Elders
Mission Stations

PRESBYTERY OF NORTH WESTERN VICTORIA

Bendigo Philip Burns Andrew Kerr
Eaglehawk Steven Arbuckle
Kerang/Pyramid Hill Miles Fagan

Rochester Stuart Withers Doug Butcher
South East Bendigo Russ Grinter

Sunraysia Colin Morrow
Swan Hill Tony Zirngast
Retired Ministers lan Brown

John Sutherland
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REPORTS

BUSINESS COMMITTEE (Min. 12)

He has told you, O man, what is good. What does the LORD require of you, but to do
justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

The Business Committee has received all papers of a non-judicial nature currently
proposed to be submitted to the Assembly. It has resolved to transmit to the
Assembly in the form of this ‘White Book’ those papers which seem competent and
respectful.

Assembly expositor

The committee is pleased to report that Rev Neil Chambers, a minister at Bundoora
Presbyterian Church, has agreed to be the Assembly expositor for 2015. It is planned
that he will preach at the Tuesday morning communion service, and at the opening of
the Wednesday morning and Thursday sederunts.

Lunches (including the mission lunch)
The Tuesday moderator’s lunch, for Assembly members, will be held in the Robert
White Hall. Booking is required.

The Wednesday lunch is the mission lunch, held in the Robert White Hall, during the
usual lunchtime slot (12:30-2:00pm). It is planned that John and Lynette Ellis (retired
from India) will be speaking. Booking is required.

Thanks

The Committee takes this opportunity to thank:

e the minister, session and members of the Scots’ Church, Melbourne, for the use
of its facilities, and especially for hosting the opening and communion services
and organising the supper after the opening service;

e the Assembly Office staff members for their work in assisting in the smooth
running of the Assembly;

e APWM for organising the mission lunch, and the various speakers at the lunch;
e those assisting with data projection;

e Matt James and any others assisting with the audio system; and

e David Schulz and others assisting with music.

A full agenda

It looks as though there is a considerable amount of business being brought before
the 2015 Assembly. There is a significant number of overtures and petitions, there
are already several guests who wish to address the Assembly, and one whole
sederunt is likely to be given over to hearing from Victoria Police.

To assist with time management, the committee warmly commends the following.

e Members who want the Assembly to take a course of action not already
proposed in Assembly Papers should make every effort to give sufficient
notice. The Assembly environment is not conducive to motions and
amendments without notice.

e Assembly committees are requested for this Assembly to keep invitations to
guest speakers to a minimum.
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e Committee conveners are reminded that they do not ordinarily speak to their
reports unless the Assembly should so desire it. Conveners usually have only
two speeches: on the deliverance as a whole, and a speech to close that
debate, if they so choose.

e As a matter of courtesy, Assembly members should notify conveners of
intended questions (all the more important for technical questions, such as
relating to the ad hoc Committee on Sites Reserve).

Safe Church presentation

The 2015 Commission of Assembly has asked the Business Committee to consider
whether the Wednesday evening sederunt could be given over to a presentation
through Safe Church from Victoria Police. Allowance has been made for this in the
outline of business below, which will be placed before the Assembly for approval in
the Business Committee deliverance.

Convener

The current Business Convener is undertaking his ninth Assembly (commenced
Commission, 2007), and conveys through the committee his thanks to Assembly
members for allowing him the privilege of serving in this way and for making his task
enjoyable. The Selection Committee will bring the name of a suggested replacement.

Commission and next Assembly

The Committee recommends that:

e the ordinary Commission of Assembly meet on Tuesday, 3 May, 2016, at
10:30am in Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall; and

e the 2016 General Assembly convene in the Scots’ Church, Melbourne, at 7:30pm
on Monday, 3 October, for worship and the induction of the Moderator, then at
9.30am on Tuesday, 4 October, for a Communion Service, and thereafter in
Werner Brodbeck Hall within the Assembly Hall for business.

The clerk will move motions to this end at the close of the Assembly.

Outline of business

The Business Committee is required to present an agenda at the start of each
sederunt (other than the first). As a guide, the committee will seek to arrange
business according to the following outline.

FIRST SEDERUNT
Monday, 5 October, 2015, at 7:30pm in the Scots’ Church, Melbourne
Service of worship and the induction of the Moderator

SECOND SEDERUNT
Tuesday, 6 October, 2015, 9:30am—5:30pm
Assembly Communion Service (constitution)
11:00am Roll
Apologies
Associations
Welcomes
Business Committee
Minutes of previous sederunt
Minutes of the 2015 Commission of Assembly
New members
Ministerial and Elders’ Jubilees
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Ministerial and Elders’ deaths—Prayer

Royal address and Loyal addresses

Moderator PCWA, Elder Bill McRae

Communication 4: GAA Clerk—Moderator Elect

GAA Clerk, Rev Bruce Meller

[12:30pm—2:00pm Lunch]

Past Moderator

Board of Investment and Finance

Trusts Corporation

Church Planting Committee

Belgrave Heights Christian School

St Andrews Christian College

[3:30pm—3:50pm Refreshments]

FOD 3:50pm Ad Hoc Committee for Presbyterian Schooling
Commission for Church Institutions

Archive

Code and General Administration Committee

State News Committee

Appeals, Overtures, Communications, References, Petitions
Business Committee

THIRD SEDERUNT
Tuesday, 6 October, 2015, 7:00pm—9:00pm
Constitution
Apologies
Business Committee
Minutes of previous sederunt
Building and Property Committee
Maintenance of the Ministry Committee
Social Services Committee
General Mission Program Committee
Petition 1: Presbytery of Ballarat—Ararat Funding
Petition 3: Presbytery of Melbourne West—Sunshine
Petition 4: Presbytery of Melbourne North—Templestowe
Petition 5: Presbytery of Melbourne East—Canterbury Japanese
Unfinished business from previous sederunt
Business Committee

FOURTH SEDERUNT
Wednesday, 7 October, 2015, 9:30am—5:30pm
Constitution
Assembly expositor
Apologies
Business Committee
Minutes of previous sederunt
Bible Society Australia
Ad Hoc Committee on Sites Reserve
FOD 11:30am Australian Presbyterian World Mission (Vic)
Rev Kevin Murray (National Director, APWM)
Presentation of missionaries
FOD 12:15pm Ballot (if required)
[12:30pm—2:00pm Mission Lunch]
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FOD 2:05pm Presbyterian Ladies College Report
Mrs Elaine Collin, Principal
FOD 2:20pm Home Mission Workers’ Association
Church and Nation Committee
METRO Committee
[3:30pm—3:50pm Refreshments]
FOD 3:50pm Defence Force Chaplaincy Committee
Communication 5: Presbyterian Inland Mission
FOD 4:00pm Presbyterian Inland Mission
Andrew Letcher CEO
FOD 4:15pm Christian Education and Nurture Committee
Clerkship Committee
FOD 5:15pm Safe Church
Unfinished business from previous sederunts
Business Committee

FIFTH SEDERUNT
Wednesday, 7 October, 2015, 7:00pm—9:00pm
Constitution
Apologies
Business Committee
Minutes of previous sederunt
Safe Church presentation
Business Committee

SIXTH SEDERUNT
Thursday, 8 October, 2015, 9:30am to the finish of business
Constitution
Assembly expositor
Apologies
Business Committee
Minutes of previous sederunt
FOD 10:15 Theological Education Committee
Retirement of Rev Dr Tony Bird
[12:30pm—2:00pm Lunch]
FOD 2:05pm Scotch College Report
Mr Tom Batty, Principal
Health and Community Chaplaincy Committee
Ministry Development Committee
FOD 3:00pm Presbyterian Women’s Missionary Union
Exit Students Committee
Records Committee
Selection Committee
Communication 1: Brian Bayston—Thanks
Communication 2: Members of Christ Church Geelong—St George’s
Communication 3: PCQId Clerk—Code of Discipline
FOD 3:20pm Evangelical Action
Todd Stanton, Editor
[3:30pm—3:50pm Refreshments]
FOD 3:50pm Appeal 1: Bruce Thomson and Roger Barnett—St George’s
Petition 2: Presbytery of Geelong and Kilnoorat—Colac
Overture 1: Presbytery of Gippsland—Gippsland Presbytery bounds
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Overture 2: Presbytery of Melbourne North—PCV and honorific titles
Overture 3: APWM (Vic)—General Mission Program

Overture 4: Presbytery of Maroondah—Candidates

Overture 5: Presbytery of North Western Victoria—Treasurers
Overture 6: Presbytery of North Western Victoria—Insurances
Overture 7: Code and General Administration Committee—Code Revision
Closing formalities

Commendation

Commission to confirm minutes

Appointment of Commission of Assembly

Appointment of next Assembly

Ballot Committee discharged

Dissolution

Jared C Hood
CONVENER
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ACCESS MINISTRIES (Min. 74)

Much has happened at ACCESS ministries since our last report to the Assembly
early in October 2014. At that time Dawn Penney was leading the organisation in the
Acting Chief Executive Officer role. During the latter part of 2014, the Board
embarked on an extensive review process actively seeking input and views across all
stakeholders on several aspects of the organisation’s operations. This review
highlighted the importance of being able to articulate our purpose with more clarity,
courage and humility and of redefining our messages as they relate to each of our
specific operating areas - Special Religious Instruction (SRI), Chaplaincy, Training
and Publishing - so we can communicate more effectively. A recurring theme from
stakeholders related to the attributes Dawn was demonstrating as she led ACCESS
ministries - in particular, her clarity of vision, her willingness to listen and her ability to
encourage a unity of purpose. Our stakeholder feedback also confirmed the Board’s
strong view about the importance of continuity and stability of leadership of ACCESS
ministries. As a result, the Board formally appointed Dawn Penney to the role of CEO
in December 2014.

While ACCESS ministries continues to face an ever-changing and every-challenging
external operating environment, there is evidence of the success of the
organisation’s efforts to take control - with God’s wisdom and guidance - of its own
destiny. Rather than be captive to increased regulation and scrutiny of the work of
ACCESS, or the ongoing challenge of financial sustainability, considerable progress
is being made by Dawn and her Executive Team on each of the priority actions the
Board set out to achieve less than a year ago.

Structure and Performance

Dawn Penney has overseen a complete organisational restructure which was
undertaken with grace, cooperation and the full understanding of a wonderful staff. In
recognition that the SRI and Chaplaincy programs are both now overseen by the
Victorian Department of Education, the internal teams for the two programs have now
been combined to be headed by one Program Director, Linda White, resulting in a 30
per cent reduction in staff across these two program areas. This move has also made
possible the centralisation of the internal administration and support service of
ACCESS ministries to further streamline operations, with an additional reduction in
staff from the head office operations. In addition to the program of voluntary
redundancies, the entire Executive level of ACCESS ministries has volunteered to a
10 per cent salary reduction at this time and packaging of motor vehicles and other
associated administrative costs has also been removed Overall a cost saving of more
than $270,000 has been achieved in 2015, which will grow to an annual saving in
excess of $600,000 in 2016 and thereafter. Obviously, the structural changes
undertaken have resulted in one-off, extraordinary cost items which will have a
negative impact on the bottom line for the 2015 year. However, the benefit of these
changes will be seen in the years to come.

Corporate Governance

Considerable progress has been made in reviewing the Corporate Governance of
ACCESS ministries including Board structure and composition and the Constitution.
A discussion paper was recently circulated to the Heads of all the 11
Supporting/Member Churches of ACCESS. The Uniting Church announced on 1st
July its decision that as from 1st August, 2015 it would no longer continue as a
Supporting Church of ACCESS ministries (although Uniting Churches who choose to
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remain independent of this decision are able to continue to support SRI). The Board
Chair, Elida Brereton, and the CEO have met with each Member Church to review
the discussion paper and consider the best way forward. The stated objective is to
ensure that the Constitution of ACCESS ministries best supports the Board of
Directors in fulfilling their duty to act in the best interests of ACCESS ministries and
the stakeholders from whom ACCESS receives support and to which ACCESS
delivers services.

The discussion paper notes the view of the current Board that it is a responsible and
pragmatic course of action to take, and also acknowledges a growing recognition
among corporate governance experts that best practice for not-for-profit Board
composition favours a skills-based rather than “representational” model. The
discussion paper also suggests options for consideration regarding membership and
discussions to date with representatives of Member Churches seem to favour a
membership of equal votes, with the requirement that the members would meet once
per year in addition to the AGM.

Chaplaincy

Following dramatic changes to funding and administration arrangements enacted by
the Victoria Department of Education in late 2014 which caused major disruption to
schools, communities and many children, it is through God’s sovereign working that
ACCESS now has 299 chaplain positions funded and filled, providing support and
care to students and the wider school community each week. Added to this, of the
schools which were not successful in receiving Government funding for their
chaplain, many valued their chaplain so highly that they put in money from their own
budgets to retain them as part of the school community.

More recently and most gratifyingly, ACCESS ministries has worked in close
collaboration with the Victorian “Inspire School Chaplaincy Network” to successfully
obtain funding from the Genesis Charitable Foundation to co-create a sustainable
funding program for Victoria’s school chaplains. The initial Grant, to be shared
among the Christian chaplaincy providers in the Victorian “Inspire School Chaplaincy
Network”, is $250,000 and will be used first to help those schools who lost chaplains
due to recent Victorian Government funding cuts, but also to develop a program to
assist all Victorian schools which want a chaplain to work with their local churches
and community members to make this a reality. The ultimate goal of the Genesis
funding is to create financial sustainability through the “Inspire School Chaplaincy
Network”.

ACCESS has recently received $200,000 funding from the Victorian Government
specifically for the ongoing purpose of training chaplains and Student Wellbeing
Workers. Whilst this amount falls short of the $500,000 promised by the former
Napthine Liberal government, ACCESS ministries is extremely grateful for this
important financial contribution from the Victorian Labour Government.

Special Religious Instruction

Midway through 2014, there were greater compliance requirements for SRI when a
new Ministerial Direction (MD 141) was released with the Department of Education
School Policy and Advisory Guidelines. The changes that took effect also included a
new consent form. Other changes included updated policies and procedures, new
guidelines around in-class supervision, the School Principal’s ability to determine the
adequacy of their resources to supervise all students, and a new procedure for

194



training and accrediting all SRI volunteers for 2015. These changes brought some
confusion to school programs, with some schools opting to shut down programs with
a view to starting again in 2015. These closures affected many faithful volunteers,
some having taught SRI for a long period. Christian SRI programs commenced in
some State primary schools in Term 2 of 2015 after all new retraining and approvals
had been completed. However, other schools did not get going until Term 3. At the
end of Term 3 there were 1,067 retrained and quality SRI Instructors, (72 ot whom
are Presbyterians) with programs operating in 386 schools. Of these newly retrained
Instructors, 41% have a range of post-school qualifications up to advanced diplomas
and 49% have bachelor, honours and masters degrees and even PhDs, meaning the
workforce of SRI Volunteers is a highly educated and now extremely well-trained
group of Christian people. There are now 26,709 students ‘opting in’ to the Explore
Christianity program with more envisaged as consent forms are returned and book
orders are received in preparation for Term 4. That means that the parents of all
these children actively made the effort to review the new forms required by the
Government and then completed and returned their opt-in decision, allowing those
386 schools to either re-commence or start a new SRI program for these children.

The latest move in what appears to be an ongoing campaign by the Victorian
Government to disrupt what we know is a service valued by children, school
communities and parents across Victoria is the plan, announced at the end of
August, to move SRI classes out of school hours - and to either before or after school
or during lunchtime - commencing in 2016. This decision was made by the
Government without any prior consultation. ACCESS ministries is actively
considering a range of scenarios and options for 2016. To be better informed,
ACCESS is presently surveying more than 400 school principals and 800 SRI
volunteers on a range of subject pertinent to the proposed changes and various
alternative solutions which could be considered. The new initiative related by Richard
Wilson, Church Planter Evangelist for the PCV, in his Report to the Assembly (White
Book page 91) is one possible alternative, especially where there is a good
relationship with the local School Principal.

Dawn Penney has written directly to the Premier, Daniel Andrews, seeking a meeting
and there is already a meeting scheduled with Education Minister, James Merlino.
The results of the survey together with a number of other action items will be
discussed at these meetings. A petition has also been developed for the specific
purpose of presentation to the Victorian Legislative Assembly seeking to have the
recent decision reversed. Copies have been circulated to churches. Further copes
will be available at the Assembly. Completed petitions need to be back at ACCESS
ministries by Monday 19th October at the latest. SRI volunteers, and others, are also
encouraged to write to, and even call and ask to meet with their local State MP.
ACCESS has prepared a list of points to be raised with MPs. Finally, ACCESS is also
reviewing the legality of this proposed change because under current legislation and
Department of Education and Training (DET) guidelines, SRI can only be delivered in
“the hours set aside for instruction”, that is during class time.

New Innovations and Initiatives

Work is being done on some truly innovative and exciting education and training
programs beyond the current scope of the ACCESS Ministries Training Institute
(AMTI). Named “Lightstream”, the new initiative is seeking to create learning
environments that equip and release individuals in their communities to engage in the
work of community transformation. The aim is to combine a discipleship focus, where
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individuals learn to be more like Jesus, with a community service and transformation
focus. ACCESS will, through AMTI, be launching vocational training in 2016 with a
Diploma stream in Victoria and a Graduate stream nationally.

In addition, ACCESS is providing a pilot Explore Christianity program to the
Emmanuel Early Learning Centre in Endeavour Hills. This program is fully compliant
with the Department of Education policies and procedures. Once qualitative feedback
from the Centre has been collated and assessed, it is hoped that ACCESS will be in
a position to offer this program to other childcare centres together with parenting
programs.

Consideration is also being given to expanding chaplaincy services in both
community and aged care settings in a responsible, sustainable way, in close
collaboration with the best professionals in the business.

Finally, thanks to those individuals and churches in the PCV who have committed
themselves to regular prayer for this crucial work. Alison Thomas continues to be a
very committed and active member of the ACCESS ministries Council and Grant
Lawry continues to serve on the Board as Deputy Chairman and Chairman of the
Governance Committee.

Grant Lawry and Alison Thomas
PRESBYTERIAN REPRESENTATIVES ON THE
ACCESS MINISTRIES COUNCIL
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT OF PRESBYTERIAN
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLING IN VICTORIA (Min. 26)

In early 2015, the ad hoc committee undertook to address concerns with the
regulations presented in 2014 to establish a standing committee.

As reported in 2014, the intent is for the standing committee to establish a fund-
raising capacity to fund the establishment of new educational institutions and to have
control of the funds raised. This has naturally resulted in a number of well-founded
concerns being raised. The process of discussing and allaying these concerns is still
ongoing.

As a result of these concerns, the ad hoc committee does not yet feel ready to bring
the final regulations to the Assembly at this time and is seeking to bring the
regulations to the General Assembly in 2016.

The vision of the committee

The vision of the ad hoc committee, as it has evolved since the committee was first
convened in 2014, is at the heart of how the regulations have been shaped. To assist
the Assembly in understanding this vision, an articulation of the intent of the
committee is here included in this report.

The desire of the committee is to establish educational institutions to further the work
of the Gospel.

Essentially, each Christian School, Early Learning Centre or other educational
institution is an opportunity for ongoing discipleship and ministry to the enrolled
students. Our contemporary society is increasingly hostile to evangelism, the gospel
and church attendance in general. Despite this environment, it is clear that parents
are eager to enrol their children in Christian schools. Even if the parents themselves
have no particular religious belief, they expect that a Christian school will provide a
wholesome environment and a good moral grounding for their children.

At the same time, Christian parents are seeking environments for their children that
are not overtly hostile to their faith.

This is a clear opportunity both for mission and for discipleship.

Financing new schools

It has been identified that the primary practical challenge in establishing a new school
is establishment capital. Other challenges such as regulatory overheads, expertise
and quality governance can be addressed through partnerships with existing schools.
The provision of initial capital is not something that any single existing institution can
provide, however.

To overcome this, the committee is proposing to establish a fund through annual
donations from existing schools. The majority of existing Christian schools operate
with a surplus that is used to prepare for future capital works. By seeking relatively
small annual contributions from a number of existing schools it is feasible to establish
a substantial body of funds in only three or four years.
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There is no intention for the committee to directly borrow money to finance new
School projects and this will be reflected clearly in the final regulations. Other
experiences, such Mowbray College and Acacia College, indicate that there needs to
be a clear separation between the church and any new institution that is established.
The provision of establishment capital is reasonable but any proposed business plan
for a new institution must indicate near term self sufficiency before any capital is
expended. Also, the potential failure of a new institution cannot be allowed to impact
the wider church.

James Bligh
CONVENER
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AD HOC COMMITTEE ON SITES RESERVE (Min. 86)

Preamble

In reading our report to this year's General Assembly, members will discover that
your committee is recommending a transfer of funds, under a clearly defined set of
rules, from Sites Reserves accounts assigned to particular congregations into a new
fund to be called the PCV Endowment Fund.

The intention is that this new fund will be able to provide the funds necessary to
purchase sites for new church plants and such other capital projects that the General
Assembly may determine from time to time. Your committee is acutely aware that
such a proposal will be of concern to congregations with Sites Reserve accounts
stemming from the sale of property in the past that these congregations deemed
either surplus or needed to fund specific congregational purposes. In fact, the long
gestation period for this report with its recommendations may be taken as indication
of the care exercised by the committee in seeking a fair and honourable balance
between competing claims within the bounds of Presbyterian polity.

Overriding this whole exercise has been an attempt to follow the teaching of our Lord
Jesus and the apostles about brethren sharing what they have for the benefit of all.
As you read on you will discover that we have made a very genuine attempt to
protect the interests of congregations that have become reliant upon ‘their’ Sites
Reserves accounts for maintaining their property and/or pastoral ministry whilst at the
same time freeing up funds to enable, over time, our new church plants to acquire
property much in the same way that our older congregations were able to do.

1. A brief history of reviewing the use of Sites Reserve funds
At the 2011 General Assembly a clause in the Board of Investment & Finance (BIF)
deliverance was approved that required the establishment of:

an ad hoc committee to explore ways and means of achieving more effective use of
Sites Reserve funds for the Presbyterian Church of Victoria and bring a report to the
Assembly in October. (2011 BB Min 91.5)

In recommending that the ad hoc committee be established, the BIF reported:

Administration has been somewhat difficult and even contentious in recent years,
especially in regard to withdrawal of funds by congregations. We believe this arises
from insufficient clarity in BIF regulations 10 a) & 10 b)...

For all these reasons and considering the large aggregate amount now accumulated
in Sites Reserve and the need for funding of church extension in developing areas,
the Board believes that it is time to take a fresh look at the ‘system’.

Part of the background that explains how GAV 2011 Min 91.5 emerged was the call
at almost every meeting of the Assembly upon the BIF to release additional funds to
facilitate a variety of new initiatives, the most recent being the purchase of property
for new church plants, set against the knowledge of the inexorable nine fold rise in
Sites Reserve funds since 2000 achieved partly through fresh deposits resulting from
the sale of property assigned to congregations, but predominantly through the very
high pre GFC (2003 to 2008) interest rates earned on Common Fund deposits.

The movement in Sites Reserve funds (either invested in the Common Fund or
separately) as at 30 June is illustrated below.
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Movement in Sites Reserves

Year Amount
2015 $21,604,694
2014 $18,552,579
2013 $17,553,856
2012 $16,393,327
2011 $18,200,270
2010 $18,977,099
2009 $15,905,689
2008 $14,203,446
2007 $14,068,343
2006 $11,682,216
2005 $10,301,884
2004 $8,760,184
2003 $6,808,964
2002 $6,112,754
2001 $4,208,647
2000 $2,406,977

The ad hoc committee was formed with a membership comprising the immediate
past Moderator (Convener), Assembly Clerk, Law Agent, General Manager,
Chairman of the Trusts Corporation and one nominee from each Presbytery.

The committee reported to the 2012 General Assembly that it had met and would
‘report its findings and recommendations to a subsequent Assembly’.

The committee expressed regret to the 2013 General Assembly that it did not have a
definitive report but indicated it had sought the opinion of a QC citing ‘the complex
nature of seeking to effect a suitable, workable and equitable change to our Sites
Reserve that will serve the church well into the future’. The Assembly agreed an
extension of time for reporting to the 2014 Commission of Assembly.

It is worthwhile for members to re-read the committee’s reports to the 2014
Commission of Assembly, the 2014 General Assembly and the 2015 Commission of
Assembly in order to understand the process by which your committee comes to the
2015 General Assembly with firm proposals for implementation in accordance with
2011 BB Min 91.5.

The difficulty facing the committee is well described in the opening paragraph of its
report to the 2014 Commission of Assembly:

Early in our discussions it became apparent that within the Church there was lack of
clarity regarding not only the purpose of the Sites Reserve Fund but also, at the more
fundamental level, regarding how Presbyterian property is held in the first place. The
primary question being: ‘On what basis is any Church property held? The end-point
guestion: ‘How can we use Sites Reserve funds more effectively?’ And, of course,
there’s the intermediate question: ‘What is the basis for holding Sites Reserve funds?’

The 2014 Commission of Assembly received the Declarative Statement ‘Holding and
dealing with property within the church’, prepared by Michael Shand QC and
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authorised the committee to frame, in consultation with the BIF and Code Committee,
a revision of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria rules and BIF regulations ‘in the light
of’ this Declarative Statement. Additionally, the Committee was asked to take into
account concerns raised during the course of debate.

This later requirement regarding consideration of concerns in effect caused a 12
month delay due to clarifying such concerns and then seeking the Law Agent’s
advice in relation the Declarative Statement and the concerns expressed.

At the 2015 Commission of Assembly earlier this year, the committee did a number of
things:

1. Tabled both Michael Shand’s Declarative Statement, October 2013 and the

Law Agent’'s Answers to Questions, March 2015.

2. Indicated its conclusions in respect of a ‘more effective use of Sites Reserve
funds for the Presbyterian Church of Victoria’ in the following terms:

a) Church property, and therefore funds from the proceeds of sale, never
belong to a person or a group of persons such as congregations, but are
held for a purpose.

b) Broadly speaking, that purpose must always be for the best interests of
the church (the Presbyterian Church of Victoria) as a whole.

c) The General Assembly has final authority over these funds, the guiding
principle being: ‘what is for the best interests of the PCV as a whole’.

d) We think the denomination, in the recent past, has been inconsistent in
administering the funds in terms of 'the best interest of the PCV as a
whole'. Rather, we believe it may have considered the funds to be more
congregational than denominational.

e) The PCV rules speak of ‘congregational property' (e.g. at Rule 2:30). We
think that this, together with other phrases in BIF regulations, lead the
General Assembly to give greater consideration to the congregational
aspects and privileges rather than to denominational purposes - a
consideration which is not totally consistent with the interpretation of the
Model Trust Deeds.

f)  We think there is wisdom in looking again at the original purpose of the
Sites Reserve Fund of setting aside a portion of proceeds of sale for
future land purchases, a purpose maintained up until at least the 1930s.

3. Advised that it had established a sub-committee, in order to frame new BIF
regulations, that would:

a) consider the original purpose of the General Assembly's Reserve Fund,
as stated in its 1875 regulations®, as presented in the Clerk's paper to
the Commission of Assembly, 2014;

b) make recommendations for the use of existing Sites Reserve Funds,
highlighting any necessary transitional arrangements that there may
have to be;

c) undertook to complete its work in time for the 2015 General Assembly.

The sub-committee has now completed its work, which the committee has approved,
and the committee has now drafted new regulations for the BIF covering Sites

! The issue of a Reserve Fund was raised at Commission of Assembly, 7 May 1874. The Fund was established at
a meeting of the General Assembly, 18 November 1874 (Min. 31) and its regulations approved by the
Commission of Assembly , 4 May 1875 (Min. 5) and after being passed down to Presbyteries adopted by the
General Assembly, 18 November 1875. The regulations remained virtually unchanged up to the time of a new
edition of the Rules and Forms of Procedure of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria in 1935.
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Reserves and a new fund to be called the PCV Endowment Fund for which it seeks
the approval of this Assembly.

Without covering again all the material contained in Mr Shand QC'’s Declarative
Statement and the Law Agent’s opinion, we offer further comment on the rationale for
the proposed changes and then show the financial implications of what has been
proposed.

2. Considerations behind the proposed changes to the BIF regulations in
respect of the Sites Reserve and PCV Endowment Fund

The first consideration has been the direction given in 2011 BB Min 91.5 to explore
ways and means of achieving more effective use of Sites Reserve funds for the PCV.
This we took to mean devising a mechanism for setting aside a portion of the funds in
Sites Reserve for such purposes as future General Assemblies may decide.

The second consideration was the very clear articulation of Presbyterian polity given
in Mr Shand’s Declarative Statement, supported by the Law Agent's Answers to
Questions; the particular point being that the property and buildings of the church
constituted its endowment with the Sites Reserve Fund enabling the denomination to
maintain this endowment not only for the use of a congregation but for the best
interests of the church as a whole as determined by the General Assembly. Even
more to the point is the assertion in the Declarative Statement that a congregation is
not a separate legal entity and as such has no standing to require payment of any
interest or principal moneys from the Sites Reserve Fund.

The third consideration was to provide a clear way forward for how congregation-
linked Sites Reserve accounts could be used for ministry. In other words,
consideration be given to removing ambiguity for both congregations and the BIF in
how Sites Reserve funds may be used.

In this respect it is worth pointing out that the legal opinion received held that the
current distinction made between capital and interest earned was invalid.
Accordingly, a clause has been added to the deliverance to the effect that in future
no distinction is to be made between Sites Reserve account capital and the interest
earned on that capital.

The fourth consideration was the discovery of the 1874 regulations accompanying
the original establishment of what in time became the Reserve Fund, and later still
the Sites Reserve Fund. These regulations allowed for deductions from both
proceeds of sale (2¥2% to the General Assembly) and further deductions on the
application of funds from the Reserve Fund on a sliding scale between 12%2% and
50% depending upon the nature of the application for the purchase of sites, to be the
property of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria (1874 BB Min No 31, page 32). We
have included the regulations covering the Sites Reserve Fund as they were printed
in Chapter XXXI of the 1935 edition of the Rules and Forms of Procedure? of the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria as an Appendix to this report.

% The Rules and Forms of Procedure was a bound volume which included what we call today the Rules of the
Church, Committee Regulations, Presbyterian Trusts Act 1890 and the Church and Manse Model Trust deeds
and Forms of Congregational Records (Historical, Property, Financial, Session, Communion and Adherents’
Rolls, etc.). Also included were the GAA Rules and Committee regulations.
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The Sites Reserve Fund Committee was amalgamated with those for the Grants and
Loans Fund, the Loan Fund and the Home Mission Sites and Building Fund at the
General Assembly, meeting 18 May 1945 to form a new committee, the Grants and
Loans Committee. We note that the table of percentages had been deconstructed by
then EXCEPT for this key one:

‘Should a congregation desire to use the proceeds for any such sale as
prescribed in clause (c) for any purpose (other than purchase of land or the
erection, purchase, or extension of buildings or with the approval of committee
the liquidation or partial liquidation of existing building debts), there shall be
paid to the credit of the Loan Fund such percentage (not exceeding fifty per
centum) of the amount applied for as the Assembly or Commission of
Assembly shall, on the recommendation of the committee, determine.’

So, the idea of 'spending Sites Reserve for OTHER uses' being permitted but with a
% levy being dedicated into central PCV funds has been our practice at least from
earliest days to 1960s.

We can only speculate as to why these regulations, which had remained through to
1945, were then altered by 1956. Certainly government land grants from which so
many of our older charges benefitted had ceased by the 1870s and it had become
the church’s responsibility to purchase sites for new church plants. Post World War |,
the church contracted significantly, particularly in inner metropolitan and country
districts®, though there was still the need to plant churches in the growing suburban
and regional areas. Today, the Presbyterian Church of Victoria is once again
embarking on planting new congregations both in Melbourne and country areas. It is
generally conceded that once it is clear that a newly planted congregation making
use of rented premises is successful, then for that congregation to flourish and
achieve an identity within its community it needs a visible identity including its own

property.

These four considerations build on one another to form the proposal contained in this
report and deliverance.

Of course, the committee understands that the practice in recent decades has been
for Sites Reserve Funds to be considered the sole preserve of those congregations
with which individual accounts have been associated*, and indeed, that to varying
extents, congregations have been dependent upon their Sites Reserve account for
capital and/or recurrent expenditures.

The reason for the three year delay in bringing forward these proposals for the
General Assembly’s consideration has been almost entirely due to the desire on the

% It is worth pointing out that the 1874 Roll of Assembly recorded for parishes and home mission stations the
names of 87 ministers and 50 elders from country Victoria and 30 ministers and 28 elders from Melbourne and
immediate environs. By 1910 the Roll of Assembly recorded 130 ministers and 112 elders from country Victoria
and 66 ministers, 66 elders from Melbourne and immediate environs. In contrast the 1945 Roll of Assembly
recorded the names of 117 ministers and 134 elders from country Victoria (i.e. the country no longer able to
support so many ministers) whilst the number of ministers and elders from Melbourne and immediate environs
had increased to 79 and 86 respectively.

“ At the present time there are 47 congregation linked Sites Reserve accounts whilst there are 85 congregations
not possessing such accounts.

It would be interesting, but probably time consuming serving little other than historical curiosity, to discover how
the 1945 regulations that provided for the Loan Committee to control both the Sites Reserve Fund and those
properties purchased with such funds to the current, contra Presbyterian polity situation of congregations ‘owning’
their own Sites Reserve funds.
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part of your committee to find an equitable way of establishing a fund to secure
funding for new church sites and other such purposes approved by the General
Assembly, whilst still maintaining an ability for those congregations with a Sites
Reserve account to access such accounts for their own purposes.

This has been done by developing new regulations that build on those existing in
Chapter XXXI of the 1935 edition of the Rules and Forms of Procedure of the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

The result of the adoption of these proposed regulations going forward will be:

e a slow reduction of funds in those Sites Reserve accounts attached to specific
continuing congregations offset by the annual interest added back to Sites
Reserve deposits, and

e for dissolved congregations, the entire balance of such Sites Reserve
accounts would immediately be transferred to the proposed PCV Endowment
Fund.

The specific account movements in Sites Reserve accounts are spelled out in the
section of this report below entitled, The financial impact of the proposed changes to
the BIF regulations.

The inflow into the PCV Endowment Fund is expected to be $2.2 million within the
first year (as shown in the table below) following approval of these proposals, and
then approximately $1.4M per year thereafter. These projections are based on the
current balances and uses of Sites Reserve funds in the 12 months to June 2015 and
assuming there is no change to the overall behaviour. They are indicative only of
what might transpire, but represent the most informed estimation available.

Estimate of possible inflows to the Endowment Fund in the first 12 months

Dissolved congregations 868,416
Surplus funds levy 1,123,539
Other levies 271,556

$2,263,511

3. Proposed Changes to the BIF regulations

In clause 9 Sale, Mortgages, Leases, Transfers etc a change is proposed to sub-
clause 9a); a replacement of clause 10 is proposed, to be named 10 Sites Reserve
Account; and a new clause 11 PCV Endowment Fund with subsequent
renumbering for the following clauses.

In respect of sub-clause 9 a) the additional words, In such cases the BIF shall
determine on behalf of the General Assembly the purposes for which the proceeds of
any sale or mortgage are to be applied and any other conditions which may apply,
consistent with the terms of the Model Trust Deeds have been inserted.

There are a number of proposed transition arrangements listed following the
proposed changes to the BIF regulations.

The proposed changes to the BIF regulations are such that they would read as
follows:
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Sale, Mortgages, Leases, Transfers

9.

a) A sale, lease or mortgage shall not be effected without the consent of the General
Assembly or Commission of Assembly which will when giving consent direct how the
funds are to be applied, either ‘to the said congregation or otherwise ..." and any other
conditions which may apply, consistent with the terms of the Model Trust Deeds;
provided that the Board of Investment and Finance (BIF) may give consent to any
application which in the opinion of the Presbytery and the BIF is urgent. In such cases
the BIF shall determine on behalf of the General Assembly the purposes for which the
proceeds of any sale or mortgage are to be applied and any other conditions which
may apply, consistent with the terms of the Model Trust Deeds. The BIF shall report
the action taken to the General Assembly or the Commission of Assembly, as the
case may be.

b) Where in the opinion of the Presbytery it is desirable that buildings or furnishings
which are depreciating in value because the congregation has ceased to exist be
transferred to serve another congregation, such transfer may be approved on such
terms and conditions as the BIF may decide.

10. Sites Reserve Account

Title
10.1 There shall be an account called the Sites Reserve Account (the Account)
administered by the Board of Investment and Finance.
Purpose
10.2  The purposes of the Account are to:
a) receive and hold the proceeds of sale, less the levy established by regulation 11.4, of
Presbyterian properties for existing congregations held under either of the Model Trust
Deeds;
b) manage these proceeds in accordance with the regulations.

Proceeds will be held in an account designated against the name of the congregation
that the General Assembly has most recently permitted to use the property in
accordance with paragraph 2(a) of the Model Trust Deed.

Permitted Uses

10.3
a)

b)

c)

Funds within the Account will be applied firstly to such purposes as the General
Assembly has directed and for which the sale has been authorised.

If, after fully meeting the purposes as directed by the General Assembly, surplus
funds remain available, a congregation may apply for further use of the money held in
their name, with approval of the Presbytery, for purposes stated as listed in regulation
10.4 below. In each case, including when the General Assembly has directed the
purposes for which the sale has been authorised, the levy payable to the PCV
Endowment Fund will be in accord with regulation 10.4.

The levy will be applied at the time the funds are expended and will be calculated by
applying the relevant percentage to the value of funds expended at that time.

Uses and levy payable

10.4
a)

The following permitted uses and levies shall apply:
The purchase of a new site to be used as a church or manse within three years of the
sale of property which is being replaced: there shall be no levy.

b) The purchase of a new site and the erection of a church or manse whose combined

value will be at least equal to the value of the site and buildings sold: there shall be no
levy payable provided the new site shall be purchased and building(s) erected within
five years from the time of sale of the original site and buildings; otherwise the levy
shall be 12.5 per cent.

c) The erection or purchase of new buildings on an existing site, or additions to existing

d)

e)

buildings (but not repairs as in sub-clause (h) below): the levy shall be 12.5 per cent.
With the approval of the Assembly, the purchase of a new site, including a site with
buildings on it, to be used for purposes other than a church or manse: the levy shall
be 50 per cent.

Liquidating existing building or new site debts incurred in circumstances met by terms
of the Model Trust Deeds: the levy shall be 25 per cent.
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f) Liquidating a bridging loan within two years of that loan being drawn: there shall be no
levy.
g) Manse allowance for minister’'s housing:
i) provided there is no property held under the Model Trust Deed for a manse site:
the levy shall be 5 per cent;
i) otherwise: the levy shall be 50 per cent.
h) Repairs and maintenance of any buildings: the levy shall be 20 per cent.
i)  Any other purpose of the congregation, provided:
i) the current and foreseeable property needs as defined in (a) to (h) above have
first been provided for; and
ii) the congregation has no other source of funds available:
the levy shall be 50 per cent.
The maximum amount to be expended under this clause in any year will be limited to
the amount of congregational offerings as shown on the audited APR for the
immediate past year.
i) Voluntary contributions to the PCV Endowment fund: there shall be no levy.

Surplus Funds
10.5
a) When the balance of any Site Reserve account has exceeded the ‘large balance limit’
on 30 June for five consecutive years the account shall be classified as Surplus funds.
b) For each account that has been classified as Surplus Funds the annual levy charged
shall be 7.5% calculated on the balance of the account Funds as at 30 June each
year, provided that the balance is not less than 60% of the large balance limit, in
which case the levy shall not apply.
¢) Surplus funds will continue to be held under the name of a congregation and may be
applied for any of the purposes defined in 10.4 above.
d) The General Assembly shall determine the large balance limit from time to time on the
recommendation of the BIF.

Small Balances
10.6
a) When the balance of any Site Reserve account falls below the ‘small balance limit’ the
account will be closed with the residual balance being transferred to the congregation
in whose name the account is held, and able to be used for its general purposes.
b) The General Assembly shall determine the small balance limit from time to time on the
recommendation of the BIF.

11. PCV Endowment Fund

Title
11.1  There shall be a fund called the PCV Endowment Fund (‘the Fund’) administered by
the Board of Investment and Finance.

Purpose
11.2  The purposes of the Fund are to provide for:
a) the purchase of
i) new congregational meeting places (churches) and manses, or
ii) property where a church plant is expected, or
iii) the extension of existing properties, and
b) denominationally strategic ventures that enhance or extend the church’s overall
endowment.
The Fund is only to be used in ways that are for the best interests of the PCV as a whole.
Payments will only be made from the Fund in accord with these purposes as approved by the
General Assembly and upon recommendation from the BIF.

Applications for payments from the Fund
11.3
When considering an application for payment from the Fund (as in reg 11.2 above) the BIF,
before recommending it to the General Assembly, must first ensure that it has come either:
a) with approval of a presbytery, or
b) with approval of a committee of the General Assembly.

206



Sale of Property
11.4 At the time of sale of any property that is held under either of the Model Trust Deeds:
a levy of 2.5 per cent of the sale contract price shall be paid into the Fund.

Dissolved congregations

11.5 Where a congregation has been dissolved and when, as a result, land owned or
vested in trustees for The Presbyterian Church of Victoria is sold either as vacant land or with
buildings erected on it, the whole of the proceeds shall be paid into the Fund.

11.6  Where a congregation has been dissolved and a Sites Reserve account exists in the
name of that congregation, the whole balance of that Sites Reserve account shall be paid into
the Fund.

Union or readjustment of congregations

11.7  Where, as a result of a union or readjustment of congregations, the General Assembly
has determined that property is surplus to the requirements of the new congregation, and
when, as a result, land owned or vested in trustees for The Presbyterian Church of Victoria is
sold either as vacant land or with buildings erected on it, the whole of the proceeds shall be
paid into the Fund.

11.8 Subject to civil law, the General Assembly may determine that amounts from other
sources may be paid into the Fund.

Transitional arrangements

a) The small balance limit should initially be set at $20,000.

b) The large balance limit should initially be set at $500,000.

c) Expenditure arising from any approval which has already been made at the time
the regulations become effective will be applied without any levy until the year
following 30 June following the date of enactment of the new BIF regulations.

d) Any sale of property which has been already approved at the time the regulations
become effective will be applied without any levy until 30 June following the date
of enactment of the new BIF regulations.

e) Where a congregation draws funds for expenditure on ministry under the new
regulation 10.4(i) and that amount exceeds the annual offerings for the previous
year, this limit may be exceeded for up to two full financial years into the future
(i.e. to 30 June 2018 assuming the regulations are approved in October 2015),
with a levy of 50 per cent applied to the amount that exceeds the previous year’'s
offerings.

4. The Current Deposition and Use of Sites Reserve Funds

Before itemising individual Sites Reserve accounts and the use to which they have
been put in the year ended 30 June 2015, an important caveat is required. A number
of Congregations have deposits that arise from bequests made in their favour. These
funds are entirely separate from the Sites Reserve and their use is determined by the
trust deed associated with each bequest. Hence these regulations do not apply to
such funds.

207



Sites Reserve Balances as at 30 June 2015

Parish

Aspendale
Bairnsdale
Balaclava
Benalla

Brighton
Cheltenham
Clarinda
Daylesford
Dromana
Eaglehawk
Epping
Gardenvale East
Garvoc

Geelong North
Glen Waverley/Knoxfield
Hawkesdale
Hazelwood North
Heathmont
Heidelberg
Heywood

Hume
Kerang/Pyramid Hill
Kilmore

Koroit

Lismore

Malvern

Moe

Moorabool
Nagambie
Numurkah

Port Fairy
Seaford
Shelford
Shepparton
Skipton

St Kilda
Stockyard Hill
Surrey Hills
Swan Hill
Tallangatta
Tatura
Thornbury
Warrnambool
Whittlesea/Mernda
Woodford
Wyndham
Yarram

Common
Fund

$863,788
$236,551
$0
$174,891
$380,528
$6,296
$88,379
$179,686
$112,968
$105,579
$642,690
$720,964
$79,374
$268,707
$5,048
$107,095
$91,070
$228,663
$192,814
$124,833
$268,114
$111,651
$419,891
$39,286
$188,185
$0
$91,770
$144,977
$323,862
$623,314
$67,428
$107,136
$422,600
$266,795
$163,357
$0
$72,355
$535,908
$97,602
$98,632
$144,225
$14,644
$397,772
$610,686
$39,785
$135,000
$137,581

Separate
Investment

$1,528,762

$2,372,923
$1,069,784

$2,800,000

$1,635,096

$1,366,642

$699,008

Total

$863,788
$236,551
$1,528,762
$174,891
$2,753,451
$1,076,081
$88,379
$179,686
$112,968
$105,579
$642,690
$720,964
$79,374
$3,068,707
$5,048
$107,095
$91,070
$228,663
$192,814
$124,833
$268,114
$111,651
$419,891
$39,286
$188,