Christianity
and

Freemasonry

What isthe conflict?



Christianity and Freemasonry’
What isthe Conflict?
A resource of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria

Published by:

The Church and Nation Committee
Presbyterian Church of Victoria
156 Collins Street

Melbourne 3000

Australia

1998

ISBN  0-949197-59-9

(c) Presbyterian Church of Victoria
Contributors:

Mr. Bill Medley

Dr. David Moen

Mr. Jac Louws

Rev. Gregory |. Fraser

Editor:
Rev. G.I. Fraser

Thanksto B Christian, JMilne, J Stasse.

We would also like to thank The Grand Master’'s Review Committee of the
United Grand L odge of Freemasons of Victoriafor meeting with our Committee.

Printer: FRP Printers of Balarat Victoria

(Most Bible quotations are NIV)



Contents:

FOreword . ... p. 5
1. Summary of God'sMoral Law .........cccceveeveenenenneennens p. 8
2. Understandingthe GOspe! ........cccoovveevieninnieneceee p. 11
3. Persona TESHIMONY ......ooeeieerieieeie e p. 25
4. Personal TESHMONY ......cceevieeiieneenieeie e p. 29
AFEIWOIT ... p. 33
Additional RESOUICES ........ovueerieeieeee e p. 36

APPENDIX ..o p. 37



Christianity

A

2 Freemasonry

%



Foreword

Rev. G.l. Fraser

The 1997 Genera Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria
instructed its Church and Nation Committee to compile abookl et
on the incompatibility of Freemasonry and Christianity. This
booklet seeks to foster mutual understanding in an area which
has already been much traversed and about which there has been
much written. Our concern is for people and so we desire to
bring some clarity to thesituation. Inour critique of Freemasonry
we are not saying that there are no Christianswithin Freemasonry.
The church seeks honesty and clarity in these important matters
that all may understand the issues and decide the matter for
themselves.

Naturally, our booklet conforms with the position of the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria and the Presbyterian Church of
Australia. The Appendix to thisbooklet isthe current position of
the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

It seems that some of the confusion between Christianity and
Freemasonry comes from different levels of understanding of
both the Church and the Lodge. Amongst people who call
themselves'’ Christians' there can be agreat variety of viewsabout
Christianity. Some believe in a carefully defined, limited, and
precise Christianity. Others believe in a broad, embracing, easy
going, Christianity. One version of faith rejects the Lodge ‘as
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incompatiblewith Chrigtianity’, the other, ascompatible. Therefore, in
the current debate we beginwith the chalengeto understand Biblical
Chridianity.

The Presbyterian Church of Australia, including of course the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria, stands squarely and unashamedly
for the historic, orthodox Christian faith of the Bible. God has
shown mankind what Christianity isand what it isnot. The Bible
isself explanatory of aGod who, injusticeand love, gave himself
to us to do for us what we could not do for ourselves - find
forgiveness and enter into arelationship with Himself.

Acts4:12 speaksof the necessity of Jesus Christ for thissalvation;
‘Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Or one
may choose, though it is a perilous choice, a more ‘liberal’
Christianity with its belief in man’s goodness and universal
salvation.

This liberal Christianity which defines itself as broad and
embracing is not the Christianity of the Bible, and it is not the
Chrigtianity of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria, or of itscreed
(TheWestminster Confession of Faith), or of the orthodox, historic
and protestant church. The self-styled Christianity of liberalism
hasthe effect of undermining thetruth of the Bible and the unique
personhood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Some Churches have held
and some still do hold to a broad ‘liberal” Christianity. Little
wonder that there has been confusion about the L odge when the
Church has been so characterised.

Freemasonry, on the other hand, may be defined asan organisation
or fraternal which promotes a system of morality, humanitarian
concern and action. It seeksand teaches divinetruth using symbols,
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dlegoriesand thegradud understanding of certain secretsor mysteries.
Theonly belief requirement for membershipisbelief inaSupreme,
CregtiveBeing. Itistolerant of dl religionsand opposesthesuppresson
of any religion. Whileit doesnot claimto promisesalvationtoits
members, it doesoffer the hopethat good masonswill partake of the
joyswhich have been prepared for the righteous. Upon initiation
gpprentice masonscan progressto different level sof attainment, called
‘degrees . It seemsthat mogt attain the third degree of Master Mason.
Freemasonry is open about having secrets which are revealed to
masons asthey progressto higher degrees.

Freemasonry is careful not to define itself asareligion and says
that it does not have a theology, or worship or sing hymns or
sacramentsor even afuneral service. However, itisan organisation
which requires a belief in God, sings Odes of the Craft (some of
which the Church sings as hymns to God), has elaborate ritual,
has a funeral ceremonia and does express a connectedness to
God. If the Lodgeis not areligious organisation, asit appears to
many to be, then it is most confusing to the outside observer and
we would hazard to suggest to many inside participants too.

Therefore, we welcome the opportunity to speak openly, lovingly
and honestly to clear up confusion and lay the matter bare before
all parties. The first matter to understand is the Gospel.

Greg Fraser

Church and Nation Committee
Presbyterian Church of Victoria
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Summary of the moral law

The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20, Deuteronomy
5) with explanation or illustration from the New
Testament

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

1. You shall have no other gods before me. ... Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength and with all your mind. (Matthew 22:37)

2. Do not make for your selvesimages or idols of anythingin
heaven or on earth ... They wor shipped and served created things
rather than the creator. (Romans 1: 25)

3. You shall not misusethenameof theL ord your God ... | tell
you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for
every careless word they have spoken. (Matthew 12: 36)

4. Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy ... six days
you shall labour ...but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
Lord your God ... You should not stay away from Church
meetings, as some are doing. (Hebrews 10: 25)

5. Honour your father and your mother ... Children obey your
parentsin the Lord for thisisright. (Ephesians 6:1)

6. You shall not murder ... You haveheardit said“ Anyonewho
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murders will be subject to judgment but | tell you that anyone
who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.
(Matthew 5:21-22)

7. You shall not commit adultery ... but | tell you that anyone
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery
with her in his heart. (Matthew 5:28)

8. You shall not steal ... thieves ... will not inherit the kingdom
of God. (1 Cor.6:10)

9. You shall not givefalsetestimony [lie] ... Donotlietoeach
other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledgein
theimage of its Creator. (Col. 3:9 -10)

10. You shall not covet ... anything that belongs to your
neighbour ... you kill and covet and cannot have what you want.
(James 4:2)

An illustration by Jesusto ensure that we all assess
our livesby God’smoral law and not by comparison
to others:

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about
himself: *God | thank you that | am not like other men - robbers,
evildoers, adulterers- or evenlikethistax collector. | fast twicea
week and give atenth of all | get.” But the tax collector stood at a
distance. Hewould not even ook up to heaven, but beat his breast
and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ | tell you that this
man, rather than the other, went homejustified before God.” (Luke
18:10-14) (New International Version)
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Understanding the Gospel

Bill Medley

Some arguethat Freemasonry isnot compatiblewith Christianity.
Others say that it is. Masons often have one definition of their
craft whiletheir critics have another. There are differing opinions
on what Freemasonry means to the Mason, to the Christian, and
especially to the Mason who is a Christian. Unfortunately in this
entire debate, the Gospel is often put aside. There should be no
disagreement amongst Christians over the Gospel. So let’s first
definethat onwhich al Christiansmust agree, Mason or otherwise.

The Gospel, or the* Good news’, comes out of some*“bad news”,
resulting from the Law. God originally gave man a world that
was perfect. Man rebelled against God. As a consequence, sin,
which leads to death and suffering, entered the world. God gave
man the moral law which is summarised by the Ten
Commandments. This is God's perspective of right and wrong.
For God to be holy and just He must administer justice for every
transgression of His laws. These laws are not some “suggested
way of living”. They are the standard with which God will punish
wrongdoing. We understand what sin is because of the Ten
Commandments and God judges men by them.

So the question is not whether you are a Freemason, the question
is: when God brings every deed into judgment how will you fare?
Aswe look at the commandments the caution for all of usisto
avoidtaking a“Pharisee” approach. (Remember the Phariseethat
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Jesus spoke of in Luke 18:10-147?) Jesus implied that this good
Pharisee ended up in hell because he examined his life by
comparing it to other “evildoers” rather than to God’s
righteousness. Thething that insulted God the most wasthat this
Pharisee spoke of his own good deeds asif God would overlook
the times when he did break the commandments. Men may
overlook their own law-breaking, but God doesn’t overlook
anything! “For God will bring every deed into judgment including
every hidden thing” (Ecclesiastes 12:14).

Here is where the Freemasonry debate becomes the secondary
issue. Surely all agreethat justiceisfair? Whether we are Masons
or not, we all deserve to meet justice. It isonly fair and just that
we pay the penalty for our law breaking “according to the things
wehavedone’ (Rev. 20:12). Hell issimply where God’srights of
justiceagainst al law breaking arefinally vindicated. Thereisno
forgiveness without justice being met against every single time
you have broken God's laws. The wages of sinis death and after
death comes judgment (Romans 6:23, Hebrews 9:27). The
dilemma of aHoly God and our law breaking isreal indeed.

But ... “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only
Son that whoever believesin Himshall not perish but have eternal
lifel” (John 3:16)

Jesus kept the law perfectly and paid the full price of our penalty
on the cross so that God'sjusticeis still met (the wages of sin are
paid) and we can be pardoned and forgiven without any
compromise of God's justice. The offer of this pardon is a free
and undeserved gift, given to al those who will believe in Him.
The Gospel isindeed “good news’.
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Even the demons believe and shudder

So all you have to do is believe? And are not al Freemasons
believers anyway? After all one of the requirements for
membership isthat one must believein the Great Architect of the
Universe. But then again, most people also claim to believe in
God. Statistics from a recent census showed that over 70% of
Australians claimed to believe in God. Arethey all Christians?

The New Testament warns us that simply believing in God's
existence or even believing that Jesusisthe Son of God isnothing
more than what demonsalready do. “ You believethat thereisone
God? Good! Even the demonsbelievethat - and shudder.” (James
2:19)

Clearly then, believing in Jesus existence does not get us into
heaven, otherwise most people (as well as demons), would be
going to heaven. And yet Jesus said “ narrow istheway that leads
to lifeand only afew find it” (Matthew 7:14).

To redly believe in Jesus as Lord (the Lord of your life), is to
follow Him in obedience wherever He commands (John 14:15)
and he commands usto repent from sin. Jesus' first wordsin His
ministry were “repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near”
(Matthew 4:17).

Freemasonry and believing the Gospel
The age-old debate as to whether Freemasonry is a religion is
well wornandisreally irrelevant. What isrelevant to the Christian,

iswhether or not there is anything in the philosophy or tenets of
the craft that isnot honouring to Christ and His Gospel. Christians
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need to bring all institutions and activities under the scrutiny of the
Biblefor itisGod'sobjective standard.

The real question is, does true repentance and belief in Jesus
conflict with Masonry? Does Masonry contradict the Gospel ? L et
us hope not! “If anyone preaches another gospel let him be
eternally condemned” (Galatians 1:8).

The command of the gospel isto repent and believe in Jesus for
salvation. So what doesit really mean to believe in Jesus?
If youreadlly believein Jesus, you believein Hisdeath on
the cross to pay for your sins and His resurrection to
secure your rising to eternal life.
If youreally believein Jesus, you believethat Heliterally
went through hell for you.
If you really believein Jesus, you believe that you really
deservethat hell yourself.
If youreally believein Jesus, you believe that you cannot
erase your own sins no matter how many “good things’
you have done. Only Jesus' sacrifice can do that.

If you really believe that you can get to heaven because
you have lived a good life and have done the best you
can, then you do not believe in Jesus.

You may believe Jesus existed. You may believe Heisthe Son of
God. You may even believe Hedied for sins. But you don't believe
in Him fully for your salvation. If you don’t believe you need
Jesus 100% to get you into heaven, you are an unbeliever!

At least apart of your belief isin yourself. Thiswasthe problem
of the Pharisee (Luke 18). He refused to humble himself to
acknowledge that he had no purity in himself or his actions and
that he wastotally at the mercy of God.
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Thefollowing isaMasonic quotation on thissubject. It istaken from
theinitiation ritual of the Entered Apprentice.

“You will be thereby reminded of the purity of life and
actionswhich should always distinguish a Freemason and
which is most essential to your gaining admission to that
Grand Lodge above, wherethe blessed ever rest in eternal
peace...” . (Underlining added) *.

Far from being an obscure doctrine or taken “ out-of -context” , the
above quotation laysdown afoundational principlethat isfoundin
most Masonic Ritualsworldwide. Itwould sobefair tosay thatitis
under thisphilosophy that most Masonstoday worldwide havetaken
their vowsof initiation. Thewording may differ from country to country
and even from stateto state but the Masonic philosophy remainsthe
same. The United Grand Lodge of Victoria, Australia1998 Ritual
instructsthose“PASSING TO THE SECOND DEGREE”:

“ The square teaches us to regulate our lives and actions
according to masonic lineand rule, and to harmonise our
conduct in this life so as to render us acceptable to that
Divine Being from whom all goodness springs, and to
whom we must give an account of all our actions.” ...
“Thus, by square conduct, level steps, and upright
intentions, we hope to ascend to those heavenly mansions
whence all goodness emanates.” p.68-69 (Underline
added).

We need to make adistinction between organi sationsthat promote
good deeds and those that add a philosophy of what those deeds
mean in relation to what makes us * acceptable”’ to God. Unlikea
Rotary, or aLions Club, an organisation that speaks of these kinds
of “spiritual truths’ has crossed that line.
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Masonry speaks of requirementsthat are* most essential” to get to
heaven. Or it tells how we need to “ harmonise our conduct” to
“render us acceptable” to God. How does this* most essential”

requirement for gaining entrance to heaven compare with the
gospel ? Well we have achoice. We can either believe that we can
gain admission to the Grand Lodge above through our “ own
conduct” (plus or minus Jesus) or we can believe in the actions
and conduct of Jesus aloneto get usthere. You can't haveit both

ways.

Both ways may result in the doing of good deeds but the motives
behind those deeds are as different as chalk and cheese. Jesusis
concerned about motives! In one way the good deeds are done
with the self-pride of the Pharisee: “being a good person (my
actions) will help get me into heaven”. In the other way, good
deeds are also done, but from amotive of repentance and lovefor
the great mercy God has shown to “measinner”. Both wayshave
similar outward actions but inner motives as far apart as Heaven
and Hell.

God isnot against good deeds. He was not against the good deeds
of the Pharisee. He is not against the good deeds of welfare
organisations or the many good deeds done by Freemasonry. God
is for good deeds and commands them. But good deeds become
an insult to God when (like the Pharisee) we hold them up as a
reason to say we ourselves are capable of becoming “ acceptable
tothe Divine Being” — that we can get there because of our own
conduct. We areeffectively saying that our actionsare good enough
for our law breaking to be overlooked. Isit any wonder that God
declares,  All your righteousactsareasfilthyrags’ (Isaiah 64.6)?
It is not that the good deeds are a problem in themselves, rather
our motives are the problem.
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Law Breaking and the Gospel

Imagine being pulled over for speeding and protesting to the
policeman, “I have been a good driver al my life. I'm not like
some people who drive fast al the time!” Indeed you may have
truly been agood driver al your life and never had afine before.
But by appealing to your good deeds you have insulted the law
enforcer, suggesting he should ignore the very law he has just
caught you breaking! You have self righteously looked down on
others as if they are the standard of what is right, instead of the
law. And worst of all you have made light of your own law-
breaking. You are not repentant. You are suggesting that justice
should not be done and law breaking should be overlooked. You
don’'t talk apoliceman out of aspeeding fine becauseyou’ ve* been
agood driver.” Nor could you talk him out of it by telling him,
“1’ve been a good person and lived agood life.” How much less
could we expect an incorruptible Holy God and Judge to allow
the breaking of Hislawsto go unpunished because you have been
agood person (or agood Mason)?

Good conduct does not eraseyour law breaking because being good
istheleast you should do. There'sno point in boasting about things
that you should have been doing anyway. Good conduct iswhat’s
right, but itisnot better than what isright. It doesn’t cancel out wrong
actionsor makethem disappear. ThereisaGod of justiceand all law
breaking must be punished, including ours! We must surely begoing
to hell! What hopeisthere?

Beg themercy of Jesus! “Lord have mercy on measinner.”
Believeinthecrossof Jesusasthe only way to heaven.

Thenthose good deedswill bedoneout of lovefor theoneyou nailed
to the cross by your sin. If you had not sinned then Jesuswould not
have had to diefor you. Truerepentanceisaturning away fromyour
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snwitharemorseful heart. When you recognisethat you have offended
someoneand arerepentant, youwill feed morethan sorrow and regret,
you will try to ceasefrom causing offence! You certainly won't add
insult toinjury by telling them of the timesyou were good to them.
Repentanceisaturning - fromsin - to God, the God whom we have
offended by breaking Hislaws; begging Hisforgivenessand asking
Jesusto take our placein judgment and punishment.

Love your brother?

Do we need Jesusto get to heaven or not? If we do, then Masonry
Is guiding multitudes of non-Christian Masons into a false sense
of security. We need to be clear on this. Itisonething if Masonry
(as a non-religious organisation) was simply showing non-
discrimination in allowing membership to people of al faiths.
However Masonry has crossed way over the line of simple non-
discrimination or “tolerance” of different faiths. Rather, in its
Rituals, Masonry isactually promoting aspiritual ideal. Itistelling
Masons what they need to enter heaven, to be “ acceptable” to
God. In fact this is not only promoting a spiritual concept, it is
promoting one that is a lie, and a false hope especially for the
non-Christian.

Surely Christian Masons would not be so callous as to dismiss
the Ritual teachings by saying that they would simply “interpret”
these kinds of teachings to include Christ for themselves. What
about the non-Christian Mason? Muslimsin Lodgesright herein
Australia are being told a lie. They are being told what can get
them to heaven and make them “ acceptable” to God. They are
being told that, (rather than needing Jesus), they need their own
“purity”, “actions’ and “ conduct” . And who istelling thislie?
Freemasonry! What isthe Christian Mason to say tothat?“I’mall
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right becausel’ maChrigtian, but too bad for my non-ChristianMasonic
brother - according to Lodge polity I’ m not supposed to point himto
Chrigt.” Thisistheequivalent of belonging to alife saving club that
allowsyouto find your way to swim to safety (through Christ) but
fasay directsyour fellow membersto swim thewrong way into shark
infested waters- into acertain and gruesome death.

Do you believe in the Ten Commandments?

Freemasonry does more than ssimply accept people of al religious
faithsinto membership. It acknowledgesall religionsand spiritual
leaders as being equally valid for the individual. To prove this
point, Freemasonry researchers often refer to the deeper Masonic
teachingsthat speak of thevalidity of al religionsand gods. (Such
as the Masonic hidden name of God, revealed in the Royal Arch
degree as Jahbulon which is a composite name that abbreviates
the God of the Bible, Jehovah, but also includes the pagan god
Baal!)2. However, for our purposes, we need go no further than
the current bookl et rel eased by the United Grand Lodge of Victoria
entitled Freemasonry and Christianity. There we are told that,
“ Member s of differing belief are encouraged to be faithful to their
own religious commitments’ (underline added). This may mean
little to the non-Christian. In fact it may even sound very
“politically correct” in this day and age. But for the Christian
thereisagrave problem. Herewe have apivotal principlethat has
always distinguished Freemasonry from secular organisations.
Rather than simply encouraging membership without
discrimination, members are “ encouraged” to be “ faithful” to
their own gods. This must include the Hindu Mason worshipping
hiswooden idol and the Muslim (who worshipsagod that saysto
believe in Jesus as the Son of God is “perverse” Koran 9:30).
Freemasonry goes beyond respecting another man’sright of choice
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but actudly “ encourages’ him* to befaithful” tothesenon-Chrigtian
or anti-Christian gods.

The Masonic debate often gets tied up with issues such as
“Masonry isnot areligion” or “We are not a secret society” and
missesthe big picture? Have Christian M asons been so caught up
defending thetrees so asto missthewholeforest?* Encouraging”
members to be “ faithful” to non-Christian gods, means
Freemasonry itself directly contravenes the first of the Ten
Commandments which does discriminate:
1. * You shall have no other gods before me.”

The God of the Bible speaks so strongly on this subject of “ other
gods’. Thefirst commandment does not mention any “tolerance”,
or “rights’ of other gods. In fact you would think that this first
commandment was about as straightforward as you could get.
How could you miss it? NO OTHER GODS! While Christian
Masonsdo not aimto break thefirst of God’s Ten Commandments,
the point we need to test is; do Masons belong to an organisation
that breaks the first Commandment?

Do Masons belong to an organisation that is intolerant of the
view of Jesus who declared: “ 1 amthe way and the truth and the
life and no one comes to the Father but by me.” (John 14:6). By
this Jesus has taught us how to understand and apply the first
Commandment.

Test all things (1 Thessalonians 5:21)

Generally the Christian Mason isinvolved for the positive social
aspects of Freemasonry and the good worksthey do. The average
Christian Mason is not concerned about what the tenets of the
organisation mean to someone else but what it means to him
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personally. But hereisthe test:

The question is not what Freemasonry means to the Christian
Mason but what does Freemasonry mean to God? What does God
think of Freemasonry? Thetrue Christian will assess Freemasonry
according to what God thinks of it. How do we know what God
thinks is right or wrong? He has already told us — the Ten
Commandments. And what isthefirst of those Commandments?
NO OTHER GODSBEFORE ME!

Freemasons belong to an organisation that acknowledges other
gods. An organisation that openly breaksthe first Commandment!
Remember it was the Phari seeswith whom Jesus argued the most.
They too belonged to an organisation that was amajor proponent
of good deedsin their day. However one of their tenetsa so allowed
for the breaking of the fiftth Commandment (Matthew 15:6). This
wasthe sort of discrepancy that insulted Jesus enough to consider
the good deeds of their organisation worthless and to pronounce
the Phariseesas* hypocrites’ and “sonsof hell”. And yet the good
deeds of the Pharisees put most of us (including most Masons) to
shame.

Truerepentance and the narrow road isturning from law breaking
at all levels. The point of putting something to the test is not so
much to determine what “1 think” of it, but what does God think
of it? If you were to learn one small thing that showed that you
were offending God, even if only in principle, even if you were
not an active participant but merely condoned it, what would you
do? What would atrue Christian do?

“Hewho knows his master 's will and does not get ready will
be beaten with many blows.” (Luke 12:47)

Of course many great menwho have professed Christianity have been
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Freemasons, including Christianministersand Presidentsof the United
Statesfrom George Washington through to Jmmy Carter. Surely then
Freemasonry can’'t bethat bad?

However, the question is not whether we know Christians who
have been Masons. It is not whether one can be a Christian and a
Mason. The question is that if we find ourselves involved in
something that contravenes God's laws should we repent? God's
hands are not tied in Hisjudgments. He hasit all worked out how
to search our hearts. One of the most significant factors He uses
in our final Judgment is knowledge! “ It would have been better
for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to
have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command
that was passed on to them.” (2 Peter 2:21)

If you are a Mason and discover something that shows that
Masonry goes against God’'s commandmentsin any way then the
problem is not with other Christian Masons who may not have
really understood (or thought through) the foundations of the
organisation. They are not under judgment - you are! Judgment
according to knowledge! “ If | had not come and spoken to them
they would not be guilty of sin. Now however they have no excuse
for their sin.” (John 15:22)

God will judge us according to what we know. God has
commanded us to “test al things’ not to put our heads in the
sand. One of the saddest things in this debate is that the average
Mason rests in his certainty that those who oppose Masonry are
simply “ignorant” of its true teachings. And yet either through
fear or apathy these same Masons never really put to the “test”
the thorough research done by others (see suggested resources at
the end of this booklet). They remain “in the dark” of much
Masonicteaching.
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To approve Masonry because other Christiansapproveof itisboth
dangerousand incons stent. Dangerous becausethe other Christians
maly not have had the opportunity or knowledgetotest it (and would
not be under the samejudgment). I ncons stent because wewould then
haveto ask why so many fineMasonswho are Christianshaveleft the
organisation? What arethey on about? Arethey all mised?Areyou
willingto test their sdeof things?

Wemust al stand before the Judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians
5:10) to give an account. At that judgment there will be those
who trust in themselves“ |’ ve been agood person”. These people
will bejudged by the law. And then there will be those who have
trusted in Christ alone, His death on the cross to pay the price of
the law. These will receive pardon. On that day when we stand
before God there will be no human organisation or Worshipful
Master to plead our case. Only those who have trusted in Christ
alone will have Jesus plead their case before the Father.
“Whoever serves me must follow me” (John 12:25)

Notes

1. Oxford Ritual for Craft Masonry, London: Lewis Masonic p.
47 1988 as quoted by Steven Tsoukalas, Masonic Rites and
Wrongs, Presbyterian & Reformed. p.49

2. For further reading see Ibid Chapters 6—8
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The fortitude of Hiram Abiff

Dr. David Moen - a personal testimony

In 1968 my wife Sandraand |, along with our two children, moved
to Armidale NSW. | set up a veterinary practice in that city. A
number of my friends from the local Apex Club and elsewhere
were Freemasons. My father and father-in-law were also
Freemasons. Both my grand fathers had been Freemasons. My
respect for al these men was strong.

| occasionally inquired from my Masonic friends asto the nature
of Freemasonry. The answer was usually very vague although
one of my friends in Apex always replied, “Freemasonry is a
peculiar system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by
symbols.” This is the definition of masonry given in the ‘first
degree’ duringtheritual. I did ask my minister inthe Presbyterian
Church at thetimeif he knew any thing about masonry but because
hewasn’t amason he said he couldn’t help me. Hedid not advise
me against joining the Lodge.

InJuly 1974 | wasinitiated into Freemasonry in Lodge Armidale.
My wife did not support my going into the Lodge because her
memoriesof her father being in Freemasonry were not happy ones.
She believed it affected family harmony.

| remember being alittle apprehensive before my initiation. But

the mason who put the blindfold over my eyes before | went into
the Lodgeroom, said to me, “ David, forget any of the nonsenseyou
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may have been told about thisceremony - riding billy goatsetc. What
you' re about to go through isadeep religious ceremony and thefirst
questionyou'’ || be asked on entering theroomwill be, ‘ Inwhom do
you put your faith? You givetheanswer, ‘InGod.”” And so | was
duly initiated with signs, symbol sand passwords, swearing an oath on
the Bible (called in Freemasonry, the Volume of the Sacred Law).
God wascalled the‘ Great Architect of theUniverse’ inthisdegree,
the‘ Grand Geometrician of theUniverse' inthe second degreeand
the*Most High' inthethird degree.

A few monthslater | was duly passed (second degree) and raised
(third degree). | looked forward in those daysto our monthly Lodge
meetings because of the strong fellowship it provided. Yet | was
somewhat disturbed that even though there was much talk of God
in the Lodge, the name of His Son could not be mentioned.
Nevertheless, | was made junior deacon and then senior deacon
of the Lodge.

InJuneof 1976 | realised the uniqueness of Jesus Christ and gave
my life to the LORD. It was aturning point in my life. Before
thisdate | had been anominal, professing Christian. Now | knew
| had ‘been delivered from the dominion of darkness and
transferred to the kingdom of God's beloved Son in whom we
have redemption, theforgivenessof our sins.” (Colossians 1:13f).
In 1977 | was €elected chaplain of the Lodge.

I now began to ponder more deeply theteachings of Freemasonry
inthelight of Biblical doctrine. There were anumber of Masonic
teachings that disturbed me, but the teaching regarding our death
portrayed in the third degree was of most concern. As part of the
ritual inthethird degreethe candidateisfiguratively lowered into
the grave in ashroud. He is then raised from the ‘grave’ and the
lights in the previously darkened Lodge are al turned on again.
Themagter of the L odge continueswith theritua whereupon hespeaks

?  Freemasonry A



of thelast great obstaclewemust faceinlife, that is, death. Themason
isadvisedto‘ emulatethefortitude of Hiram Abiff’ (thewidow’sson
of Tyrewho helped King Solomon build hismagnificent templein
Jerusalem). Masonsbelieve Hiram Abiff waskilled by two evil mena
that time, but despite hisdistressbefore dying, hedid not revea the
higher secretsof Freemasonry to thesemen. Thisstrength of character,
thisfortitude, weareto copy when wefacethelast foe, death.

AsaChristian, and even before my conversion in 1976, | sensed
something waswrong. | knew Jesus had conquered death by His
resurrection from the dead after Hisdeath on the crossat Calvary.
Hewasalive- divefor evermore. After June 1976, my convictions
inthisarea of Christian belief were even stronger. Because Jesus
was now my own personal saviour the failure even to mention
His name and His sacrifice at this moment in the Masonic ritual
was particularly poignant. For if ever therewasatimeto speak of
Jesus and His work for mankind it had to be then. How can
‘emulating the fortitude of Hiram Abiff’ possibly give aman the
strength to face death? Only Jesus by Hisown supernatural mighty
power, can help aman at this crucial stage of hislife.

The Christian man knows, that is, he has the absol ute assurance,
that even though the process of dying may be very distressing
and in many ways painful, yet death need not be feared, because
Jesus has conquered death (1 Corinthians 15:51-57). Satan, the
evil one, has put the fear of death into our hearts (Hebrews 2:14f).
But Jesus by His death and resurrection and ascension to God’s
right hand has, in onefell swoop, beaten Satan, sin and death. We
no longer need be afraid of facing death, not because of something
we have done, but because of something God has done for us.

Thus the wrongness of the Masonic teaching stood out now in

stark reality. As| watched the ritual of the third degree and saw
candidatesbeing told the Masonic myth of Hiram Abiff and read Bible
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versesthat did not exposethismyth, yet could not read versesfrom
theBiblethat pokeof our Chrigtian assurancein Chrigt, | felt compelled
toleavetheLodge.

The catalyst for my departure camein 1979 when | was asked by
thelocal leader of the Presbyterian Youth Fellowship to speak on
the subject; ‘Is Freemasonry compatible with Christianity? To
give this address to the young people | had to crystallise my
thoughts on this very subject. | came to the conclusion that
Masonic teaching isincompatiblewith Christianity and announced
at that meeting my intention to leave the Lodge. | did so at the
next meeting of the Lodge. | miss the fellowship | had there but
not the false doctrine.

What are we to say then? Where does the Christian man stand
who regularly attends his Masonic Lodge? | can only advise him
to examine Freemasonry inthelight of thetruth of Holy Scripture.
After all, the Bible does tell usthat we should not have anything
to do with cleverly devised myths (2 Peter 1:16; 1 Timothy 1:4).
Masonicritua consists of mythswound around storiesin Scripture
which can lead the unlearned to believe the whole lot is actually
true.

| have chosen only one portion of the Masonic ritual to examine
inthe light of scripture, yet it isamost crucial portion. How can
any system of morality that failsto mention from the outset Jesus
of Nazareth, who committed no sin during His stay here on earth
(1 Peter 2:22), yet took the blame for our sin in His body on the
cross, be of any useto aChristian manin hispilgrimageto heaven?
And, moreimportantly, when he approaches death should hetrust
intheKing of Kingsand Lord of Lordsfor eternal life, or emulate
thefortitude of thewidow’sson of Tyre?
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‘A fellow Freemason
Invited me to a
Billy Graham Crusade’

Jac Louws - a personal testimony

In 1957 afriend and neighbour of oursasked meif | would liketo
join Freemasonry. We had known one another a number of years
and hethought that | was agood man and suitabletojoin. Hetold
me that the Freemasons helped many charities and hospitals and
that they needed people like me. With my agreement he
recommended me to the Lodge community. | was interviewed
and asked many questions about my life style and asaresult they
accepted me as a candidate.

| found that they did many good things and | was happy to go
through the rituals and become a brother in the Freemason L odge.
| did my part and went to the lodge of instruction. | was now a
member of Lodge number 494 called * Cornucopia which means
“horn of plenty’.

| enjoyed their company and found them to be very good citizens
who would help anybody and do what is right. This appealed to
me as my upbringing was in Holland where the Bible had a part
inthe school and | was educated in the Calvinist Dutch Reformed
tradition. | understood that there was a God, a heaven, a hell and
that Christians were good people.

| practised Freemasonry for two years but had no peace at heart. |
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oftenwondered if therewaslifeafter death. Freemasonry did not satisfy
my need - | didn’t even know what my real need was. Then afellow
Freemason asked meto comewith himtotheMe bourneBilly Graham
Crusade onthelast Thursday of March 1959.

A few days before the Crusade Billy Graham wasinterviewed on
television. What he said in the interview impressed me deeply, he
said, ‘A Christian home is your answer.” | jJumped up and said;
‘Yes! thisismy answer.” | waslooking for something authentically
Christian. | went to the Crusade. When the invitation came to go
forward and commit my lifeto Jesus Christ, | did not want to go.
| thought there was no need so | just sat there and looked at the
whol e spectacle asmany, many people madetheir way to thefront.

But right then God spoketo me - it wasunmistakable. Hesaid; * If
you are ashamed of me| shall be ashamed of you'. It seemed asif
an invisible hand was directing and carrying me to the front and
there | made a public profession of my need of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

I now had aliving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Some weeks
later 1 came to the conclusion that Freemasonry was veiled in
secrecy and was not in accord with what the Bible teaches or its
openness. | felt | could not remain in Freemasonry anymore as
Christianity has got to be lived in the fashion which God has put
in HisWord - for God is light and in Him is no darkness at all -
my eyeswere now open and | could seethat | had becomea‘new
creation’ in Christ JesustheLord (1 John 1.5, 2 Corinthians5:17).

Now | could see the hand of God in the beauty of nature and how
he has provided for all mankind in this wonderful world - His
creation. Indeed, He is gracious to al. And especially did | see
that He had been particularly gracious to me because | came to
seethat the price of my salvation was God's only begotten Son. He
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was God and became man when He came down to earth to make a
full payment for me- asinner. | wassaved by thegrace of God alone.
A few versesin Ephesianschapter 2 verses8-10 havebecomevery
special tome: “For by graceareyou saved throughfaith, it isthegift of
God, not of works lest any man should boast. For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesusto do good works, which God
has preparedin advancefor usto do.”

| resigned from Freemasonry stating my casethat as| had become
anew creation in Christ and that my understanding was opened
as| read the Bible in John chapter 10 verse 10, “Jesus said, ‘| am
come that they might have life and that they might have it more
abundantly.”” | had learned from the Bible that a man must be
born again, in other words, to become spiritually alive in another
(Christ) which can only happen in God' stiming through the Gospel
of God’s free grace. From the Bible | have learned that the true
Chrigtian never dies, for being absent from the body isto be present
with the Lord which isfar better! (Philippians 1:23). Everybody
is commanded in Romans 12 verse 1, “to present your body a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service” (or, spiritual act of worship).

| have had many friendsin the Lodge who were living good lives
by the golden rule. But our works can never be acceptableto God.
Christ aone, and usin Him, isacceptableto God. In Freemasonry
you cannot have access to the triune God, let alone receive
salvation, for it denies the finished work of the Lord Jesus -
completed on thecrossat Calvary - whereby we can approach the
living God.

My desireisthat the peoplein Freemasonry will read God'sWord

theBiblefor itistheliving Word of theliving, triune God, Father,
Sonand Holy Spirit.
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Afterword

Rev. G.l. Fraser

Thisbooklet has not sought to repeat what isalready availablein
many publications regarding Freemasonry and Christianity and
if you have further questions of detail we recommend use of the
resource list below.

The question of merit for good deeds hasto befaced by al people,
church members, masons and others. Any of us who rely upon
membership of agroup or fellowship, inside or outside the church,
for salvation and are not relying on Christ alone for salvation are
in an exceedingly precarious position. We each need to consider
deeply the substitutionary death and the L ordship of Jesus Christ
inHisexclusiveclaimsto ruleand guide aperson’slife. Therefore
Hiswordto us- theBible- isindispensablefor living the Christian
faith. We would humbly ask each one, mason or otherwise, to
read the Bible (Old and New Testaments) for hisor her self for it
istheuniversal objective measure of how God isto be approached.

An open letter published in Freemasonry Victoria (May 1998)
raised various mattersrelating to the Presbyterian Church and the
Lodge. Two of these matters are reflected upon in the following

paragraphs.

It is a genuine puzzlement and concern to us when Freemasonry
presents itself as, ‘...a fraternal organisation that encourages
morality and charity and studies philosophy.” We ask: how can it
study morality but leave aside the world’s greatest moral figure?
Or, how can it encourage charity and leave aside the greatest
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philanthropist? Or, how can it study philosophy and leave asidethe
greatest teacher and source of truth and knowledge?

Neverthel ess Freemasonry Mctoria assertsthat in Freemasonry there
Is*... notransforming God or guarantee of salvation’. Weagree. There
Isno transformation or salvation except through faithintheLord Jesus
Christ aone. Further, Freemasonry claimsthat it hasno conflict with
religionswho shareacorebelief inaSupreme Creative Being. This
puts Freemasonry into immediate conflict with Christianity because
the Supreme Creative Being of Freemasonry CANNOT be equated
withthe Christian God. The God of the Bibleisthe Triune God, Fether,
Son and Holy Spirit. He is the God who can only be approached
through the mediation of Jesus Christ, the Son and Saviour. Heis
totaly different to the Supreme Crestive Being who can be gpproached
by any and all.

The Church cannot change the Gospel truth. The Lodge and
individual members of the Lodge can change — we invite them
to consider the claims of Jesus Christ and to respond to his offer
of salvation.

Recently a Freemason gave me an interesting illustration to show
how the L odge incorporates peopl e of different faiths, for example,
Muslims or non-Christians. He likened the situation to a Vintage
Sports Car Club. All people who drive these sports cars can join.
Some of the members think that the Morrisis the best sports car
todrive, othersprefer the Rolls Royce. But at the club level these
differencesdon’t matter becausethe membersaresmply interested
in vintage sports cars.

So too with Freemasonry. People who have acommon belief ina
Supreme Creative Being can join. Some members believe that
the Supreme Creative Being is the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
while others believe thisto be Allah or an undefined * God'. But
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attheL odgeleve thesedifferencesdon’t matter becausethemembers
aresmply interestedinacommon belief inthe Supreme Creetive Being.

What isthe conflict? God hasreveaed himsdlf asthe Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit and isto be approached viaChrist aone. This
meansthat thereisno common ground with the Muslim’s Supreme
Creative Being or any Supreme Creative Being which isnot onthe
basisof therighteousnessof Jesus Christ.

Imagine in the Vintage Sports Car Club that the Christians all
drove Rolls Royce cars because they knew that al other vintage
cars had been built with a“car bomb’ in them which can blow up
at any time. So to belong to this car club which says it doesn’'t
matter which car you driveisavery dangerous thing indeed. It is
an act of lovetowarn our fellow travellersand to make the Gospel
clear to all.

Rev. Greg Fraser

Church and Nation Committee
Presbyterian Church of Victoria
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Additional Resources:

Christ or the Lodge? A Report on Masonry, Ed. R.B. Kuiper,
Great Commission Publications, Philadelphia.

Freemasonry Friend or foe? D.A. Prout, Essential Christian
Books, 1977.

Masonry in the Light of the Bible, H.P. Boehne & D.E. Ressdl,
Concordia Publishing, Saint Louis, 1954.

The Masonic Lodge - Does Masonry Conflict with the Christian
Faith, JAnkerberg & J. Weldon, Harvest House, 1989.

Video : Freemasonry - From Darkness to Light, Jeremiah Films
(Available through Word Bookstore)
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Appendix

Masonry and
the Christian Faith

Current position statement of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia.

1. Introduction

The GAA (General Assembly of Australia) in 1988 appointed a
committee to investigate whether or not Freemasonry and other
Fraternal Sects and societies are compatible with Christianity.
Whilethereferenceto Freemasonry isclear, it isnot easy to define
‘other Fraternal Sectsand societies . There are many such groups
with varying reasons of association, some of which share with
Freemasonry aspects such as secrecy, elaborate ritual and dress,
and conformity to codified belief. This could include certain
temperance lodges and a distinctly Protestant / anti-Roman
Catholic organisation such as the Orange L odge.

The secret nature of lodges in general stands in marked contrast
to the Christian Church. By itsvery nature it openly setsforthits
teaching because the teaching is the revelation of God to men.
Just as the ministry of Jesus was open and public, so the Church
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seeksto proclaim publicly itsmessageto theworld. Chrigtianswak in
thelight and desireall to cometo sharein the blessing which they
proclam.

Inthisreport attention will focus on Freemasonry, though eventhis
focusisnot without itsdifficulties. The M asonic movement involves
many different ordersand degreesand thereisno singleauthority which
Isable to speak for all. Freemasonry also differs from country to
country. The most common form of Freemasonry isthe craft lodge
with thethree degreesof Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master
Mason, and it isthisaspect of Freemasonry whichislargely tothefore
inthisreport.

The relationship between Masonry and the Christian Faith has
often been discussed in the past. A number of churcheshavelong-
standing objections to their members being involved with any
secret societies including the Masons. In more recent timesthere
have been various reports prepared. The Church of England
received a report at its General Synod in 1987. This report,
“Freemasonry and Christianity - are they Compatible?’, was
prepared to facilitate discussion about the subject.® A report was
prepared on Freemasonry for the Methodist Church of England
by its Faith and Order Committeein 1985. The Church of Scotland
had the matter before it in 1965, with a report by the Panel of
Doctrine entitled “Freemasonry and the Taking of Oaths’, and
more recently in 1988.

Here in Australia the matter has been discussed in various
churches. A report on “ Syncretism in the Church” was prepared
for the Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Canberraand Goulbourn
in 1987. However, thefullest report isthat by the Anglican Church,
Diocese of Sydney. A request was made in 1986 for “areport on
Freemasonry for clergy, church officersand Christiansgenerally”.
The Standing Committee of the Synod appointed a committee
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(chaired by Rev. Stephen Gabbott), which presented itsreport to the
Standing Committee in 1988. This report was presented in an
abbreviated form to the Synod and the Synod cameto findingsonit
whichincluded:

* the Synod’scommendation of thereport to clergy, church officers
and Chrigiansgenerdly;

* itsbelief that the religiousteaching of Freemasonry isbasically
incompatiblewith Christianity, and encouragesall peopleto consider
theissuesinvolved and have peace with God through Jesus Christ;
and

* itsrecognition that no clergyman hasany obligationto participatein
any Masonic service.

Within our own communion there have been two reports to state
assemblies on Freemasonry. The Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
in response to a petition in 1957, appointed a small committee
chaired by Principal Hector Macleantoinvestigatetheissuesraised
by the petition. The committee reported in 1958 and the Assembly
received the report and requested “the Moderator to prepare and
send down to be read in all churches a pastoral letter on
Freemasonry inthelight of the Committee’ sreport and with special
reference to the closing paragraphs of the report” (minute 219).
The closing paragraphs of the report read as follows:

Because of the danger, freely acknowledged
by both sides in the debate between Church
and L odge, that members of the Church may
come to regard Freemasonry as a legitimate
competitor with the Church of Christ for their
loyalty and service, the Committee concludes
itsreport by affirming strongly thefollowing
threepoints:
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1. Christian masonsare urged to remember that
thesupremerevelation of Godisin JesusChrigt,
andthat suchtitlesasthe Great Architect of the
Universe do not make this plain. There can,
therefore, be noideaof asuper-religion above
Chridianity.

2. Salvation is in and through Jesus Christ
aone; not in some mystic understanding or
by our own merits.

3. Freemasonry is sub-Christian, and must
never be accepted by members of the Church
as a substitute for Christian belief, worship
and service. It asksthe General Assembly to
lay it on the hearts of all church membersto
recommit themselvesto Jesus Christ asLord
and Saviour, so that there canbenorival with
Him for their devotion and service.

The Presbyterian Church of Queensland appointed an ad hoc
Committee on Freemasonry in 1986, which reported to the
Assembly in 1987 (thereport isin the Queend and Assembly White
Book, pp.153-168). The Assembly noted the Committee’s
findings, which were summarised as follows:

Queensland Masonry is a religious
organisation; practises unacceptable
worship; iseclectic and syncretistic; teaches
asalvation by one's own efforts and works;
indenying the Lord Jesus Christ, itimplicitly
obscures even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ; hampers Christian testimony;
obscures Christ’s mediatorial office; has
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autosoteric prayersoutsidethereveaed will of
God; transgresses the first three
Commandmentsof the Decal ogue accordingto
our Westminster Standards; has unacceptable
practicesand teachingsand usssillicit oaths. In
all these, Freemasonry isat variancewith the
Christian Gospel.

The Assembly finding (Minute 293) continued:

Urge Church members who are Masons to
remember

(i) That the supremerevelation isin Jesus Christ,
and that such titles as the Great Architect of the
Universe do not make this plain. There can,
therefore, be no idea of a super religion above
Christianity.

John 14:6 Jesus answered, “1 am the way and
thetruth and thelife. No one comesto the Father
except through me.”

(i) Salvationisinand through Jesus Christ alone;
not in some mystic understanding or by our own
merits.

Ephesians 2:8, 9 For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith - and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works,
so that no one can boast.

(iii) Freemasonry must never be accepted by
members of the Church as a substitute for
Christian belief, worship and service.
Acts4:12 Salvation isfound in no one else, for
thereisno other name (Jesus) under heaven given
to men by which we must be saved.
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(iv) Call all church members to recommit
themselves to Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour,
so that there can be no rival with Him for their
devotion and service.

Romans 12:1 Therefore, | urge you, brothers,
in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this
isyour spiritual act of worship.

In view of the considerable amount of material available from
church reports and books on the subject (see end for a select
bibliography) the Committee seeks now to give ashort historical
survey and then to set out in summary fashion the major objections
which can be presented against accepting the compatibility of
Freemasonry and our understanding of the Christian faith
expressed in our doctrinal standards.

In doing so it does not fedl it necessary to come to afinding on
certain debated issues. These involve questions such as whether
Freemasonry is a religion or whether it is a secret society. The
definition which Freemasonry givesof itself isthat itis*apeculiar
system of morality, veiledin allegory, and illustrated by symbols”
(2nd degree examination of candidate). It requires candidates to
believe in God, the Bible (King James Version) is often referred
to as the Volume of Sacred Law, prayer is offered, and the ritual
directsattentionto spiritual realitiesand the expectation of areward
after death. In non-Christian countries Masonry often substitutes
another religious book for the Holy Bible, e.g. the Koran in
Moslem countries. There can be no doubt that Freemasonry is
religious and admits this, though its members assert that it is not
areligion. Presumably by that they mean that for many of them it
operates alongside of other religious activities or church
connection. Likewisethe distinction between asecret society and
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asociety with secretsisasemantic one and attemptsto distinguish
between thesetwo doesnot lead to fruitful results.

2. Origins and Development of Freemasonry

The origins of Freemasonry are shrouded in mystery and
speculation, and so competent an authority as John Hamill regards
the possibility of their discovery as open to question.? A number
of Masonic writers have made the claim that Freemasonry can be
traced back to the ancient mystery religions, especially those of
Egypt. Links or parallels are then usually drawn to the Druids,
Culdees, Rosicrucians, Essenes, the Roman Collegeia and the
Templars. Vindex, the pseudonym adopted by an Anglican
clergyman who was upset at Walton Hannah's attackson the Lodge
in Britain in the early 1950s, revelled in the assertion that
Freemasonry wasthe heir and | egitimate successor of the ancient
mysteries.® Vindex sought to portray something of the breadth,
the antiquity, the variety and almost univer sality of the sources of
moral and spiritual wisdom from which Freemasonry derives.*
Even William Hutchinson, an eighteenth century author who was
concerned to portray Freemasonry as Christianinafull Trinitarian
sense, claimed that M asoni c ceremoni es and mysterieswent back
to the ancients, especialy to Egypt, whileits morality came from
the Greek philosophers and the Christian revelation.®

Such astimulating and respected scholar as Frances Yates writes
that the European phenomenon of Freemasonry almost certainly
was connected with the Rosi cr ucian movement.® The connections,
however, are by no means clear and unambiguous. At the same
time, many - perhaps most - Freemasons hold that Masons were
involved in the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and that
secretswerelost when the legendary Hiram Abiff was murdered.
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Masonic scholarstend now to be more guarded about the origins of
Freemasonry, and arereluctant to trace any direct Masonic lineage
back very far beyond the seventeenth or early eighteenth centuries.”

Theword Freemasonisfoundinreferencesasfar back asthefourteenth
century.® Neverthe ess, thismay only havereferred to amason who
workedinfreestone, usudly limestone, rather thaninrougher materid .®
Thiswould then mean that the medieval Freemasonwasonly akind
of operative mason who worked inaguild along with hisfellows.
Medieval Freemasonry thus could not be identified with modern
speculative Freemasonry, despite the failure of Rev. Dr. James
Anderson, the compiler of the Constitutionsof 1723, to distinguish
between operative and specul ative M asonry.1°

Masonic historians Fred Pick and G.N. Knight claim that
Freemasonry is derived from the operative masons of Britain.*
John Hamill refers to modern works which point out that this
descent may have been more indirect than direct,’? but he is
convinced that Freemasonry emerged in England and spread from
there to Scotland and abroad.®* One can only guess asto how this
came about. In John Hamill’swords, No evidence hasyet cometo
light of any operative organisation capable of going through a
transitional stage, leading to speculative Masonry, having existed
in England.** Pick and Knight point to the Swalwell lodge as the
only instance of an English operativelodge surviving in speculative
form.® If operative Masonry did develop - or degenerate - into
specul ative Freemasonry, it may have come about asthe Masonic
fraternity declined in status and sought to widen its appeal. The
old craft guilds already had some admission ceremonies, secret
words and perhaps handshakes, and several grades of skill. These
may have provided the starting point for theincoming aristocracy
and gentry to work out a peculiar system of morality, veiled in
allegory and illustrated by symbols.
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Theyear 1717 saw four Lodgesjointogether to formthefirst Grand
Lodgeof England. Pick and Knight rather soberly comment that thisis
the most important date in the history of Freemasonry.** Masonic
literature often portraysthisevent asthe Revival, but VVindex losesall
perspective and referstoit asindeed a momentous occasioninthe
history of theworld, charged with Pentecostal significance.'’ The
formation of thefirst Grand Lodge apparently isan event torival the
outpouring of theHoly Spirit, thecallingin of the Gentiles, thesalvetion
of three thousand souls, and theformation of the Christian Church!

Under Rev. Dr. James Anderson’s Constitutions, Freemasonswere
obligated to uphold that Religion to which all men agree, leaving
their particular opinions to themselves.®® Up until that time the
content may have been more Christian. By 1730 a number of
Lodges were working the third degree (initially there were only
two degrees, often taken on the same night). There are now some
112 degrees in England, *° but usually only 33 are worked. The
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite (the Rose Croix in England)
istheonly onethat isobvioudly Trinitarian, although some others
have Christian references. A split camein 1751 when the Antients
formed arival Grand Lodge because of the easy going nature of
the government of the original body. However, in 1813 this split
was healed, and the Antients and Moderns joined together.

From England, Freemasonry was exported to Scotland, Ireland,
and the Continent. Ireland managed to produce a woman
Freemason; shewasinitiated after she was caught eavesdropping
a Lodge ceremony about 1710.2° But Continental Freemasonry
took on a more critical and anti-clerical spirit, with the French
coming to discard the Volume of Sacred Law. British Freemasonry,
on the other hand, continued to uphold its creed of stability,
respectability and Christlessmoralism. Thismoralism issomewhat
selective: inIreland no maimed or lame or defective person can be
admitted except by dispensation” whileinthe U.S.A. white Freemasons

A Christianity

Freemasonry



Anuensiiyd

%

areofficialy forbiddento visit theNegro Prince Hall lodges. 2

2.1 Freemasonry in Australia
with Special Reference to
Australian Presbyterians

Freemasonry in Australia had a less than auspicious beginning.
There may have been Freemasons on the First Fleet, and as early
as 1797 three members of the New South Wales Corps petitioned
the Grand L odge of Ireland for acharter which would have led to
the formation of aLodge. In 1803 Sir Henry Browne Hayes held
a Masonic Lodge meeting, and thus 1903 was celebrated as the
Centenary of Australian Freemasonry. However, Hayes meeting
Is usually disowned by Freemasons today on the grounds that
Hayeswas afelon, and Freemasonry has not cometo call sinners
but the righteous.? In any case, Governor King was alarmed; he
thought that the whol e exercise was an excuse to hold treasonable
meetings and so had Hayes arrested with the threat of hard labour
inVan Diemen’sLand. King declared that Hayeswould very soon
have made every soldier and every other person Freemasons, had
not the most decided means been adopted.?* King may not have
known that Freemasons had been exempted from the Act of 1799
which forbade secret societies. Freemasonry soon recovered its
respectability, and within a decade the Governor of New South
Wales, Lachlan Macquarie, was himself a Freemason.

Thefirst regular Lodgewas set up in 1820 under the Grand Lodge
of Ireland. From then on, the history of Freemasonry in Australia
isachequered one. Theyear 1888 saw the formation of the United
Grand Lodge of N.S.W. with the Governor Lord Carrington
installed as Grand Magter. The Craft lodgeswerethusunified, but not
sothe Royal Arch. Royal Arch chaptersformed themselvesintoa
Grand Chapter in 1889. However, it wasnot until 1980 that the Royal
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Arch chaptersasawhole managed to achieve unity.

Freemasonry in N.S.W. and the other Australian states was well-
supported by officialdom and the middl e classes. Many Protestant
clergymenasojoineditsranks, asit sought to incul cate morality and
practised acts of benevolence. Freemasonry probably reached the
peak of itsinfluenceinthe1950's.

It is difficult to gauge the impact of Freemasonry on the
Presbyterian Church, except to say it has obviously been highly
significant. The foundation stone of the Grenfell Street churchin
Adelaide waslaid in February, 1844 with Masonic ritual. After a
march through the streets, the Adelaide L odge assembled itself in
aV formation at the church site. The Provincial Grand Master of
the Lodge laid the foundation stone, and the minister Rev. Robert
Haining of the Church of Scotland led the singing of the Hymn
To Heaven's High Architect, All Praise.®

Ingeneral, themoreliberal ministersof the Church werethemore
susceptibleto the attractions of Freemasonry. Thiswasnot always
true, and Rev. W.M. Dill Macky (1849-1913) of Scots Church,
Sydney managed to combine strict and very vocal evangelical
convictions with membership in the Craft. In Scots Church
Melbourne, on the other hand, Charles Strong was forced out of
the ministry in 1883 after coming to reject the verbal inspiration
of Scripture, the doctrine of the Trinity, and the substitutionary
atonement of Christ. Strong went on to form the Australian Church
which was founded with solemn Masonic ritual, and no historic
Christianity, in 1887 before passing gradually into oblivion. The
influence of Freemasonry wasfelt within the Presbyterian Church
of Australiaright throughout the twentieth century, but inthe 1980s
the situation began to change. First, Freemasonry had declined to the
point whereit had ceased to wield the power it oncedid, and secondly,
the Presbyterian Church of Australiabegan to recover something of
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itsReformed heritageand conviction. Debate, clarification and action
havethusbecomeinevitable.

3. The Relationship between Masonic and
Christian Beliefs

Attention will now be drawn to the mgjor elementsin Freemasonry
which appear to bring it into conflict with the doctrinal position
of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.

3.1 The Bible

The Volume of Sacred Law, along with “The Charges of a
Freemason” contained in the Book of Constitutions, arethe basis
of most Australian Masonic teaching. The Bible is regarded as
“the Spiritual Tracing Board of the Great Architect of the
Universe”. In it more has been revealed of the Almighty than by
any other means. Theversion of the Biblein usein Masonic lodges
appears to be the Authorised or King James Version.

When acandidateisadmitted who professesareligion with another
holy book, that book can be used in initiation ceremonies. It does
not supplant the Bible, which remains on the atar. Thus Muslim
or Hindu Scriptures can be used in this way.

Very little use of the Bible is made in the first three Degrees, and
noneat all of the New Testament. The Old Testament portionsare
only brief selections totalling fifteen verses. In addition thereis
considerable material added which doesnot featurein thebiblical
text. Thisissoinrelation to theaccount of the death and resurrection
of Hiram Abiff, which purportsto tell how Solomon’s master mason
suffered death rather than reved the secretsof hiscraft.
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Thejustification givenin Masonic circlesfor theinfrequent use of the
Bibleisthat thefew Old Testament passages are employed asthey
arethebackground for the“workings’ of thelodge. Asthe Masons
on the Sydney Anglican Committee said: “ There is no attempt to
exegeteaverse, passage or chapter. Interpretationisavoided” .

3.2 God

The origins of Masonry have determined to a large extent the
view of God presented and presumably held by Masons. AsDavid
Stevenson has pointed out>” modern Masonry contains elements
deriving from late Renai ssance belief which merged with theview
that Freemasonry represented morality without specific or
denominational belief. This enabled the lodges to operate in
Scotland without inference from the Church of Scotland, because
they were seen as being strongly committed to Christian morality
without religious practices. Stevenson says that “at a later date
the morality without religious worship of the lodges made
Freemasonry attractive to those developing tolerant or deistic
attitudes’.?® Freemasonry’s God seemsto be basically the God of
deism rather than the God of the Bible. That is to say, there is
emphasison God asthe creator and sustainer of the universerather
than on God thefather of the L ord Jesus and the Saviour of sinners.
Hence God'semotional characteristicsare not emphasised, nor is
there stress on the need for a personal relationship with him as
Lord.

Thelack of Christian definition of God in Masonic ritual appears
alsoto stemfromadesireto require candidatesto believein God but
not necessarily the same God. Thefollowing explanation isgiven of
thisby Masons:. “With such adiversity of religiousbeliefswiththe
boundaries of themovement, thispermitsthe acceptance of each other
aspersons, though not necessarily accepting the creed of that man”.?
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3.3 Christ

Theposition of Christ within Masonic teaching bringsusthe heart of
theproblem of compatibility fromaChrigianviewpoint. AstheMasonic
Minority Report to the Diocese of Sydney acknowledged, thisis“the
strongest and most pers stent argument brought against Freemasonry”,
andit was"“admitted to beagrest difficulty andisperhapsthestrongest
argument put forward by thoseresigning their membership” . There
seemsto be some variation between lodgesin how far the name of
Christ can besubstituted for the name of God inthevariousrituas(or
at least inthefirst degree), but inthemainthe nameof JesusChristis
excluded fromMasonicritud.

Thiscertainly bringsMasonry and Christianity to adividing point.
The biblical teaching isthat thereisno way to God other than by
Christ (In.14:6). If that teaching is excluded from Masonic ritual
it lacks the teaching which we as a church believe presents us
with the only way of salvation and provides in God's grace the
way of entry into God's presence. Absence of this distinctive
Christian teaching from Masonic ritual isunacceptableto orthodox
Chrigtianity.

3.4 The Way of Salvation

Masonic teaching impliesthat by our own actions we can be pure
in God's sight and ascend to heaven. By acting in accordance in
the laws of the Divine creator, Masons believe that we can gain
entrance at death into the Grand Lodge above “where the Great
Architect livesand reignsforever”. It sets out four waysin which
heavenly lifecan beattained:

(a) By Jacob’sLadder!

(b) By orderingone'slife

(c) By knowing and obeying God'slaws
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(d) By the Fivepointsof Fellowship*

Freemasonry claimsto meet the deepest spiritual needsof man, yet it
does so having del eted the name and work of Christ fromitsritual.
When Masonry issurveyed it ishard to avoid the conclusion that (as
the Church of England report stated) * sd vation by worksisbothimplicit
andexplicitintherituds’. Incontrast the biblica messageisthat peace
with God can only comethrough thework of Christ assin-bearer and
through the experience of the regenerating power of theHoly Spirit.

4. Conclusions

Masonic beliefs have been assessed by various church bodies
and the present committee acknowledges that its study has
confirmed the widespread assessment that there is a basic
incompatibility between the beliefs of Freemasonry and those of
the Christian faith.

The Christian faith claims to be based on divine revelation, the
Bible, and to present adivinely ordained way of obtaining peace
with God and assurance of eterna life. The Bible does not stand
alongside other books as one among many, but rather it claimsan
exclusiveplaceastheonly divinely inspired revelation from God.

The claims of the Christian faith must not be compromised by
beliefswhich undermine confidenceintheexclusvenessof that faith or
which subgtituteasd vation by works. Church membersmust bejed ous
to safeguard theintegrity of their faithin theface of any attempt to
diluteit or to draw them away from their exclusive devotion to Jesus
Christ. Caremust betaken lest membershipin any society putsthem
inaposition of compromiseinreationto their faith and undermines
their witnessto Jesus Christ asthe redeemer of hispeople.
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Notes

1 The background to the debatein the Church of Englandisgiven by
G. G. Moate, Christianity and the Craft, pp.24-34. Appendix |1,
pp.53-54 givesthe motionsand amendments presented to the Genera
Synod in 1987 when thereport came beforeit.

2J. Hamill, The Craft: AHistory of English Freemasonry, Crucible,
Britain, 1986, p. 24.

3Vindex, Light Invisible, Regency Press, London, 1952, p. 24.
41bid. p. 31.

®>W. Hutchinson, The Spirit of Masonry, Aquarian Press, Britain,
1775, reprinted 1987, p.23.

¢ F. Yates, The Rosicrucian Enlightenment, Paladin, Herts, 1972,
p. 262.

" E.g. JHamill, op. cit. pp. 15-25; F. Pick and G. N. Knight, The
Pocket History of Freemasonry, Frederick Muller Ltd. London,
1983, pp. 13-18; R.F. Gould, History of Freemasonry, Vol 1, rev.
by H. Poole, Caxton, London, 1954, pp. 1-22.

8 R.F. Gould, op. cit. p. 271.

°R.F. Gould, op. cit. p. 150; J. Hamill, op.cit. pp. 27-28.

103, Hamill, op. cit. pp. 16ff.

1pick and Knight, op. cit. p. 18. Thereisno adjective Freemasonic
so Masonic can refer to a Mason or a Freemason.

12, Hamill, op. cit. p. 20

B1bid. p. 27.

14 1bid.

B Pick and Knight, op. cit. p. 51.

16 Pick and Knight, op. cit. p. 68.

7Vindex, op. cit. p- 33

8 Pick and Knight, op. cit. p. 77.

¥lbid. p. 224. Most Freemasons only ever completethefirst three
degrees.

2 |bid. pp. 148-9.

2L Pick and Knight, op. cit. p. 175.
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2 |bid. pp. 291-2.

ZK.R. Cramp and G. Mackaness, A History of the United Grand
Lodge of Ancient, Freeand Accepted Masons of New South Wal es,
Vol 1, Angus and Robertson, Sydney, 1938, p. 6.

2 1bid. p. 9.

% See R.J. Scrimgeour, Some Scots were Here: A History of the
Presbyterian Church in South Australia, Lutheran Publishing
House, Adelaide, 1986, p. 24.

% Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney: Freemasonry Examined
(A report to the Standing Committee), p.46.

27D. Stevenson, The First Freemasons. Scotland’s Early Lodges
and Their Members (Aberdeen University Press, 1987), pp.5ff.
% op. cit., p.10.

2 Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney, op. cit. p. 46.

% 1bid, p.45.

31 See the explanation in W. Hannah, Darkness Visible, p.112.

%2 For a Masonic explanation see G. G. Moate, Christianity and
the Craft, Appendix 1V, p.59.
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